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StrateGems 2020 h#2½ & h#3 Award
by FIDE Judge Francesco Simoni
During 2020 twelve h#2½ and eighteen h#3 were published. The general level was high, with
some very good problems that convinced me to assign several recognitions. In such a strong
tourney, I excluded the following for the reasons below:
H2459 - Nice but simple problem based on self-blocks. The capture at B1 is necessary only to
have one more white move in b), while in a), it is superfluous.
H2462 - Several differences between the two phases. Black sacrifice with immediate capture in
a) and delayed in b). The second capturing move opens a black line in a), while it guards a
square in b). Finally, B3 is prepared by a line opening at W2 in a) and a line opening at B2 in b).
H2464 - In one solution the captured white piece is redundant, while in the other it occupies the
square where Black has to play in W1, thus its capture is necessary to clear that square. This
also means that bPa4 can be removed.
H2483 - Direct and indirect white self-pin simultaneously, but the direct one is artificial in a
solution.
H2485 - Simple. A black piece moves twice, but one time to allow a wP to move, the other to
clear the square where to move the wK.
H2509 - Pleasant and economical problem, but unbalanced content. In one solution there is a
capture at B1 and then line opening and self-block at B3. In the other solution, such effects are
all at B1.
H2511 - The pinning of the wQ doesn’t add value since it is simply an artifice to avoid cooks.
The strategic content is unbalanced: the bQ self-blocks in one solution and sacrifices itself in the
other.
H2512 - A pleasant problem, with square clearances on the same line to allow a white piece to
move through it. The content is unbalanced since in one solution a black piece moves three
times and provides a self-block at B3, while in the other solution it moves only two and
interferes with a black piece at B2.
H2533 - Unbalanced. A black piece replaces another in self-blocking a square, when the first
sacrificed itself one time at B1 and another at B2 to allow a white pawn to move at W2. In one
solution W1 vacates the square where the black sacrifice takes place, while in the other solution
it does not.
H2583 - A problem without particular appeal.

1st Prize
Michal Dragoun
W________w

[wdw4nIwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
[w0wdw0wd]
[dw0kGw)w]
[P0whqdpd]
[dwdw4w)w]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (7+12)

2nd Prize
Udo Degener &
Mirko Degenkolbe
W________w

[wdwhwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
[wdwdwdn0]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdB0]
[dwdwgwdw]
[wdwdP$p0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (4+8)

3rd Prize
Zoltán Labai &
Miroslav Svitek
W________w

[qdwdrdwd]
[dwgP)wdn]
[wdndpdbd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
h#2½ b) Bc7→d8 (3+9)
2 solutions in each twin

1st Prize - (Michal Dragoun - H2530) 1…Rxd4+ 2.Ke6 Rd7 3.Qf5 Re7#; 1…Bxe4+ 2.Kc4
Bc6 3.Sb3 Bb5#; 1…Rf1 2.Kxe5 Rxf6 3.Qf4 gxf4#; 1…Bf1 2.Kc6 Ba6 3.Sb5 axb5#. A
complex HOTF problem without the use of twins, in which the bK moves at B2 on four
different squares. Two black pieces are pinned and in all solutions one of them, in turn, moves
at B3 to open a white line and also to self-block or be captured by the mating pawn. In two
solutions one white piece moves three times and another guards the line abandoned by the bK,
with inversion of functions. In the other two the same white pieces alternate playing on the
same square to guard different lines, on which to support the mating pawns.
2nd Prize - (Udo Degener & Mirko Degenkolbe - H2527) 1…Rf3 2.Ke4 Kd6 3.Bd4 Bf5#;
1…Rf5+ 2.Ke4 Rd5 3.Sf4 Bf3#; 1…Bf3 2.Kf4 Bh5+ 3.Kg3 Rf3#; 1…Bf5 2.Kf6 Bh3+ 3.Kg5
Rf5#. Four-fold Kozhakin cycle, that is cycle of 1st and 3rd white moves. It is not a novelty, but
it was obtained with excellent economy. For comparison with other problems, here the white
batteries do not fire at the mating moves but at W2.
3rd Prize - (Zoltán Labai & Miroslav Svitek - H2528) a) 1…d8Q 2.Sf8 exf8Q 3.Be4 Qff6#;
1…d8S 2.Rf8 e8Q 3.Rf4 Qxe6#; b) 1…exd8Q 2.Kd6 Qe7+ 3.Kc7 d8Q#; 1…dxe8Q 2.Kf6
Qh8+ 3.Kf7 e8Q#. The same two white pawns promote at W1 and W2 in a twin and at W1 and
W3 in the other. There are other strategic elements: the Kozhakin theme, shared between the
twins, but unfortunately in only two phases, and pairs of moves on the same squares at W1 and
also at B2, but only in a). It seemed a little unbalanced to me, with many promotions to wQ and
only one to wS.
4th Prize

János Csák
W________w
[Kdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdrdr]
[wgwdB0wd]
[dwGN$Pdw]
[wdp)p0wd]
[dwhwhkdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3
b) bPd4
(7+12)

5th Prize

Abdelaziz Onkoud
W________w
[wdndr1bd]
[dw4n$Bdw]
[w0p0K0pd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdkGwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (5+14)

6th Prize
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Abdelaziz Onkoud
W________w
[wdqdwdwd]
[drdwdpdw]
[wdw$wdw0]
[IPhP)Nhw]
[wdw0k)wd]
[dwdw0wGw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (8+9)

4th Prize - (János Csák - H2461) a) 1.Bc7 Rxe4 2.Kxe4 Bxc8 3.Kxd5 Bb7#; b) 1.Bd7 Sxf4
2.Kxf4 Bxb6 3.Kxe5 Bc7#. Very impressive problem with black interference, square clearance
with white sacrifice to move the bK, which will then capture a second white piece, model
mates. Nice role reversal in the couples (wRe5/wSd5, active sacrifice, passive capture) and
(wBc5/wBe6, backwards move and mate/passive guard).
5th Prize - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2508) 1…Rc1 2.Sa7 (Sb8?) Kxd6 3.Bh7 Bc4#; 1…Bc1
2.Sb8 (Sa7?) Kxf6 3.Rd8 Re3#. Guard abandonments at B2 and B3 with pure play. Good dual
avoidance for white self-unpin in the choice of black piece to move at B2 in order to give a
flight to the wK, which will move thus opening the lines of two white pieces. Nicely, the W1
moves are on the same square and the mates on the squares vacated at those moves.
6th Prize - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2529) 1…Rc6 2.Sd3 (Sf3?) Rc5 3.Sf3 Sd6#; 1…Bh4 2.Sf3
(Sd3?) Bg5 3.Sd3 Sg3#; 1…Sg7 2.Qf5 (Sf3?) Se6 3.Sf3 Sxc5#; 1…Sxh6 2.f5 (Sd3?) Sf7 3.Sd3
Sxg5#. An accurate HOTF with many exchanges of functions. Comparing the two pairs of
solutions, a bicolor strategy can be seen, which occurs in the vacation of the squares where to
play the next moves. In a pair, each of two white pieces initially guards a different flight but
must move twice to vacate the mating square and then recover the guard. Since at W2 they
move into a square occupied by a black piece, this determines the order of the black moves,
which happens with inversion. In the other two solutions, white vacates a square that black
must immediately self-blocks, otherwise W2 prevents B3. Then the mates are on the same
squares as the W2 moves of the first pair.
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7th Prize
Abdelaziz Onkoud
W________w

[wdwhwhwd]
[dw$r0wHw]
[wdwdPGwd]
[dwdpdPdw]
[wdwIp4kd]
[dw0w0w)w]
[BdPdPgw)]
[1bdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (11+13)

1st

Honorable Mention

Abdelaziz Onkoud
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0Bdwdrdw]
[w)wIwdwd]
[)w0p$wdw]
[wdkdpdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwgwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (5+8)

2nd Honorable Mention
Vitaly Medintsev
& Anatoly Skripnik
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wgw0w]
[wdw0kdPd]
[dwdw0p)w]
[w0Ndpdwd]
[0KdwdNdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dw1whwdb]
w--------w
h#3 2 solutions (5+14)

7th Prize - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2458) 1…Bxd5 2.Rxc7 Bxe4 3.Rxf5 Bxf5#; 1…Rxc3
2.Qxa2 Rxe3 3.Bxg3 Rxg3#. Role reversal of two white units, one of which self-pins twice and
it is unpinned to give mate. The first unpin occurs capturing the other white unit, so a Zilahi
takes place. The second unpin is together with the capture of a wP to clear the mating square,
with sacrifice of the unpinning piece. A hard conception, but the second unpin is artificial, as
the capture effect alone is enough to allow the mate in both solutions. For example, the
problem is correct moving the bBf2 on e1. The construction is rather heavy. Nonetheless, I
decided to give a prize due to the difficulty and because black material to clear the mating
square is needed.
1st Honorable Mention - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2484) 1…Bc6 2.d4 Ba4 3.d3 Rxe4#;
1…Rxd5 2.c2 Rd3 3.Bb4 Ba6#; 1…Ba6+ 2.Kd4 Bd3 3.e3 Rxd5#; 1…Rxe4+ 2.Kb5 Ra4 3.a6
Bc6#. Kozhakin theme doubled and an elegant construction.
2nd Honorable Mention - (Vitaly Medintsev & Anatoly Skripnik - H2513) 1.e3 Sfxe5
2.Bc6 Sd3 3.Bd7 Sf4#; 1.Se3 Scxe5 2.Qc6 Sd3 3.Qd7 Sf4#. Play on the same squares for all
moves. The correspondence between the two solutions is complete, which is not easy to obtain
with this kind of strategy. The line opening at B1 is a suitable effect to differentiate the two
solutions.
3rd Honorable Mention
Mikhail Gershinsky
& Alexandr Pankratyev
W________w

[wdwdwdbd]
[dkdwdwdw]
[p0w0wdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdpdPdwd]
[gwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdPI]
[$wdwdwGQ]
w--------w
h#3
3 solutions (7+8)

4th Honorable Mention
Christopher Jones
W________w

[wdngwdwd]
[0Rdw0w4w]
[qdwdwdk0]
[dpdwdb4p]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[IBdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (5+12)

5th Honorable Mention
Mykola Kolesnik
W________w

[wdwdndKd]
[dwdr0wdw]
[wdQdPdwd]
[dw)w)wdp]
[w0wdPdwd]
[$bdwdwiw]
[wdw0phrg]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (8+12)

3rd Honorable Mention - (Mikhail Gershinsky & Alexandr Pankratyev - H2488) 1.Bc5
Rxa6 2.Kxa6 Bxc5 3.Ka5 Qa1#; 1.Kc6 Bc5 2.Kxc5 Qc1 3.Kb4 Qxa3#; 1.Bb4 Bxb6 2.Kxb6
Rxa6+ 3.Kc5 Qg1#. Three white sacrifices at W1 to move the bK and all mates by the wQ are
a satisfactory result, even if one solution has a slightly different strategy from the other two.
4th Honorable Mention - (Christopher Jones - H2506) 1…Rxb5 2.Rg1 Rxf5 3.Qf1 Rxf1#;
1…Rc7 2.Bc2 Rxc2 3.Rg2 Rf2#; 1…Rd7 2.Bd3 Rxd3 3.Rg3 Rf3#; 1…Rxe7 2.Be4 Rxe4
3.Rg4 Rf4#. A good essay of white batteries, but three of the four solutions are very similar,
with concurrent moves of the involved pieces.

5th Honorable Mention - (Mykola Kolesnik - H2531) 1…Bxf2+ 2.Kh3+ Bg3 3.Bxe6+
Qxe6#; 1…Rxb3+ 2.Kh4+ Rg3 3.Sxe4 Qxe4#. Check followed by indirect unpin to guard the
square left by the bK as soon as the unpinned piece moves and captures a pawn to clear the
mating square. Certainly not easy for the presence of the wQ, which mates in diagonal
orthogonal echo, without twins.
6th Honorable Mention
Menachem Witztum
W________w

[wIwGwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
[w)w)P0wd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[r4wdwgwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[pipdwdpd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Kb2→h2 (7+11)

1st Commendation
Viktor Syzonenko
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0Bdw0w]
[q0PdwdPd]
[dpdwdPdw]
[w)wdw)w0]
[dR)wdwdk]
[wdPdwdp4]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 2 solutions (10+9)

2nd Commendation

Marcos Roland
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdwdK]
[pdwgwdRG]
[iwdrdwdw]
[wdwdwdw4]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3
b) -Rd5
(3+8)

6th Honorable Mention - (Menachem Witztum - H2463) a) 1.Rxb6+ Rb7 2.Rb3 Rb4 3.Bc1
Bxf6#; b) 1.Bxd6+ Bc7 2.Bg3 Bf4 3.Qg1 Rh7#. The annihilation of a white pawn is followed
by black pin, Pelle movement, bicolor Bristol to interfere a black piece and self-block. There is
good correspondence, but no reciprocity in the functions of the black pieces, since the bQ is
stationary on a flight square in a solution while it moves to self-block in the other. The initial
check may impress but it is not needed for soundness.
1st Commendation - (Victor Syzonenko - H2460) 1.Qa3 Rb2 2.Qxc3 Rb3 3.Qg3 f6#; 1.Qc8
Be8 2.Qxf5 Bd7 3.Qg4 c4#. The Klasinc theme is realized in a natural way, with white
batteries and role reversal of the two white pieces.
2nd Commendation - (Marcos Roland - H2486) a) 1.Qb6 Rg1 2.Rb4 Bd2 3.Rdb5 Ra1#; b);
1.Ra4 Bf4 2.Qb5 Rg5 3.Bb4 Bc7#. Classical strategy based on direct white unpins at B1 and
B2 to specify the moves order. The second unpinned white piece pins in turn the unit that
pinned it before, while the first one moves twice to give mate.
3rd Commendation
Mykola Vasyuchko

W________w
[wdKHwdwd]
[dwdwgbdw]
[wdw0piwd]
[dwdw0pdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdrdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w
h#3
2 solutions (4+9)

4th Commendation
Shaul Shamir &
Jean Hayman
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdqdRdB]
[wGwdw0w0]
[dPdPdwgw]
[w)P)wHwd]
[)wiPdwhw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ b) wRf4
(12+6)

5th Commendation

Yuri Gorbatenko
W________w
[wdwdNdBd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdbdqd]
[dwdkdpdR]
[wdwdrdp0]
[dwdwdwdr]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3
2 solutions (4+9)

3rd Commendation - (Mykola Vasyuchko - H2510) 1.Rf4 dxe5+ 2.Kxe5 Bxg2 3.Bf6 Sc6#;
1.Rg6 Sxe6 2.Kxe6 Bxf3 3.Rf6 d5#. Yet another Zilahi combined with the Kniest. A white unit
sacrifices itself to clear the square where the bK will have to move. Two black pieces alternate
in self-blocking or be captured by white, which thus takes one or two flights. The WCCT gave
composers the opportunity to develop similar ideas, thus realizing more complex problems.
4th Commendation - (Shaul Shamir & Jean Hayman - H2507) a) 1…Bg8 2.Qxd5 Rc7
3.Qxb5 cxb5#; b) 1…Ba5 2.Qxb5 Rb7 3.Qc5 bxc5#. The bQ dances to activate an indirect
white battery and a direct one, with cyclical exchange of functions of three white pieces.
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5th Commendation - (Yuri Gorbatenko - H2487) 1.Re5 Bh7 2.Bd7 Rh6 3.Ke6 Bg8#; 1.Ke5
Rh6 2.f4 Bh7 3.Kf5 Rh5#. Two white pieces swap their functions nicely. One to unpin the
black unit that will make a preventive self-block and finally to mate with switchback. The other
to pin the bQ, so that this piece is static but pinned on different lines. Three black units are used
wisely: always active to block some flights.
6th Commendation - (Zoran Sibinović -

H2532) 1.Ka4 Ra8 2.Qb8 Bc3 3.Qb3
7th Commendation
6th Commendation
Rxa5#; 1.Ka6 Bd4 2.Qe5 Rg7 3.Qb5
Mike Prcic
Zoran Sibinović
W________w
W________w
Ra7#. Nice miniature with two bicolor
[wdwdwdwG]Bristol in orthogonal diagonal echo. The
[wdwdwdR1]
[dwdwdwdP]bQ moves twice to self-block, avoiding
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdwdwdwd]however giving check at B2.
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]7th Commendation - (Mike Prcic [0kdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]H2526) 1…Ba1 2.Ka3 h8=Q 3.Ka2
[wdwdwdKd]
[dkdwdwdw]Qb2#; 1…Ba1 2.Ka2 h8=R 3.Kxa1
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]Ra8#. A nice problem with only five
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]units, a corner-to-corner move and two
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
w--------w
h#3 2 solutions
(3+3)
h#2½
(3+1) white promotions. Once to wQ, within a
One solution, two variations pure Bristol; once to wR, otherwise
Black would have no tempo moves.
We are grateful to Francesco for this timely award, which stays open for three months. Please
send comments to Abdelaziz Onkoud.

StrateGems 2020 Retros Award
by Kostas Prentos
In June 2021, the appointed judge informed me he was unable to do the award. Finding a
replacement in a section as difficult as the "other retros" is a challenging task under normal
circumstances, let alone when there is time pressure and many qualified judges must be
excluded because they participate as composers. I decided to step in and finish the award by
myself.
Consistent with a recent trend for retros and proof games, most of the original retro
problems that were published in StrateGems 2020 were fairy. In particular, defensive retractors
with Anti-Circe have been explored exhaustively in the last 10-15 years, making it increasingly
harder for a problem to stand out. It is worth noting that this award features four KLAN
retractors and not a single Proca. KLAN is a relatively new invention (from 2015) by KLaus
Wenda and ANdreas Thoma that favors White’s options and occasionally may help composers
to achieve more ambitious ideas.
In contrast, new originals of classical retroanalysis are published rather sporadically
nowadays, with only a handful of specialists still composing them. It was a pleasant surprise to
have three orthodox classical retros of good quality this year. For this award, I considered 19
original retros (R0315-R0333), by 9 different composers. Three problems among them were
cooked and corrected.
1st Prize - (Andrey Frolkin & Sergei I. Tkachenko - R0324) White balance: 13(pieces on the
board)+1(h7xg6)+1(Bc1)+1(the added Bishop)=16. Black balance: 10+2(f3xe4, e5xf6)+1(the
added Bishop)+3(the black b,c,d pawns were captured by officers on their home files)=16. The
white h pawn is promoted on h8. Let us add a black Bishop on h5 and its white counterpart on
h1. In the process of solving it will become clear whether the Bishops can exchange places.

1st Prize, Andrey Frolkin
& Sergei I. Tkachenko
‘Slip sliding away’
(from Paul Simon’s song)
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdN0w]
[wdwdw)pd]
[0wdwdpdw]
[wdwdP$P4]
[)w)w0K!q]
[w)w)wdn4]
[dw$kdNdw]
w--------w
Add one bishop for each
side on h1 and h5.
Where were the missing
pieces captured? (13+10)
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2nd Prize
Joaquim Crusats
& Andrey Frolkin
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[n)P)kdP)]
[hp0q)w)q]
[NdP0wIwd]
[db$qdw1q]
w--------w
Add a bS on a corner square

& release the position (11+12)

3rd Prize
Klaus Wenda &
Vlaicu Crişan
w________w

[wdQdwdkd]
[dpdwdp)p]
[qdwgbdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdw)PdP]
[w)wIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
-8 & #1 (KLAN)
(8+8)
Anti-Circe Calvet, QLeo

Retract: 1.Rc2-c1+ a6-a5; Main plan: 2.Sh8-f7 a7-a6 3.h7-h8S?? - retrostalemate for Black.
Try 1: 2.Sd6-f7 a7-a6 3.Sc4xPd6 d7-d6 4.Sd6xPc4 c5-c4 5.Sf7-d6 c6-c5 6.Sh8-f7 c7-c6 7.h7h8S - again retrostalemate for Black. Try 2: 4.Sa5xPc4 c5-c4 5.Sb3-a5 c6-c5 6.Sc5xPb3 c7-c6
7.Se6-c5 b4-b3 8.Sd8-e6 b5-b4 9.Sf7-d8 b6-b5 10.Sh8-f7?? - another retrostalemate for Black.
Solution: 2.Se5-f7! (The preliminary plan requires the white Knight to “slip away” from its
destination for awhile.) 2...a7-a6 3.Sd3-e5 Ke1-d1! 4.Sf2xPd3++! d4-d3 5.a2-a3! Kd1-e1
6.Sd3-f2+ d5-d4 7.Sc5-d3 d6-d5 8.Sb3-c5 (8.Sb3xPc5?) d7-d6 9.Sa5xPb3 b4-b3 10.Sc4-a5 b5b4 11.Sd6xPc4 b6-b5 12.Sf7-d6 c5-c4 13.Sh8-f7 c6-c5 14.h7-h8S c7-c6 15.h6-h7 h7xSg6
16.S~g6 B~-h5 and the position is released. In case of adding a wB on h5, Black would be
retrostalemated. Captures: Sf2xPd3++; Sa5xPb3; Sd6xPc4; h7xSg6; f3xSe4; e5xBf6; Bc1 was
captured at home.
Black is two moves away from retrostalemate, but the main plan (to unpromote the wSf7 on
h8 and push the pawn back to h6 for ...h7xg6) takes three moves. The foreplan aims to increase
the number of tempos of the black pawns: The Knight briefly moves away from the promotion
square, aiming to uncapture the black pawns as far from the 7th rank as possible. To this end,
the black King is activated by a temporary shield from this Knight on f2. There are several
ways to uncapture the black pawns on the queenside, but the obvious attempts do not work.
Problems of classical retroanalysis with uncaptures of pawns for tempos are often quite
predictable and unremarkable. In this case, I appreciated the surprising cooperation between the
wS and bK, together with an intermediate move by the inconspicuous wPa3. In my view,
adding the two Bishops, as part of the stipulation, does not really offer much. The main plan
makes clear immediately that the bB must stand on h5, as Black is struggling for moves. I
would have preferred the diagram with the two Bishops already on the board and a more
economical stipulation, but obviously, this objection had no effect in the final ranking of the
problem.
2nd Prize - (Joaquim Crusats & Andrey Frolkin - R0323) Black balance: 12+1 (bS to be
added) +3 (axb, bxc, fxg) =16. Black pawns: 3 (on the board) +4 (promoted to Queens) +1
(promoted to Knight) =8. In case of -1...h2xg1Q#, the White balance is closed:
12+4(d3xe2→e1X, e4xd3→d2, g3xh2, h4xg3→g1X)=16. Also, a7→a1X and f7→f1X, which
necessarily implies f2xg3 for White, because in the g,h-bP crossing the dark-squared wB had to
be captured! Solution: Add a bSa8; only a white Knight can be uncaptured on g1; the way to
release the cage is to place black Knights on e1, g1, g2 and a white Knight on e2; then -n.Kf1f2 Kf3-e4 -(n+1).Sf4-e2 Q~-d3+. A white Rook on e2 will not help to release the position.
Early e2-e3 is impossible because of the need for ...d3xe2-e1. So, e.g.: Retract: 1...h2xSg1Q#
2.Se2-g1 Sc7-a8 3.Sg1-e2 Sd5-c7 4.Se2-g1 Sf4-d5 5.Sg1-e2 Sg2-f4 6.Se2-g1 Se1-g2 7.Sg1-e2
Sb5-a3 8.Se2-g1 Sc7-b5 9.Sg1-e2 Sd5-c7 10.Se2-g1 Sf4-d5 11.Sg1-e2 Sg2-f4 12.Se2-g1 Sb6a4 13.Sg1-e2 Sd7-b6 14.Se2-g1 Se5-d7 15.Sg1-e2 Sf3-e5 16.Se2-g1 Sg1-f3 17.Kf1-f2 Kf3-e4!
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18.Sf4-e2 Q~-d3+. The third black Knight must be added on a8; if it is added on h8, retroopposition comes into play, leading to retro-perpetuity. What about -1...g2-g1Q#? The only
previous move by White is e2-e3, also closing the White balance: 11+5(3 captures by the c,d,e
bPs for one promotion X on b1, d1 or f1, and two captures by the g,h bPs for one promotion X
of the g bP on f1 or h1)=16. Also, a7→a1X and f7→f1X and the position does not unfold.
[Please go to page 103 for additional judge’s comments.]
3rd Prize - (Klaus Wenda & Vlaicu Crişan - R0328) Retract: 1.LEh8xPc3(+wLEc8)!
[1.LEc8xBc1(+wLEc8)? Bf8-d6+!] Bd7-e6+ 2.LEb8xRh2(+wLEh8) Rh1-h2+ 3.Ke1-d2
Rh2-h1+ 4.Kd2xPc2(+wKe1) [Not 4.Kd2xQ,R,B,S,LEc2 (+wKe1)?] Rh1-h2+ [Here, the
wPf3 prevents the forward defense 1...Bg4#] 5.Ke1-d2 Rh2-h1+ 6.LEd3xQb1(+wLEb8) [Not
6.LEf5xQb1(+wLEb8)? due to 6...Qa2-b1+ and forward defense 1...c1Q# - The wLE cannot
capture the bBd7] Qa2-b1+ 7.Ka7xSb8(+wKe1) Se6xLEd8(+bSb8) 8.LEb8-d8 &
1.LExd7(+wLEd8)#. The mate on the last rank by two very powerful Leos is fully expected,
and facilitated by the KLAN stipulation, but the way the authors achieve the goal is inspired.
The precise uncaptures by the white Leo and the King's maneuvers culminate in the finesse of
the bQa6 being unable to move away from the check to the wKa7. The check can be neutralized
only by uncapturing a second white Leo on the Queen’s rebirth square d8. The flow of the
solution is excellent. The play is compact and accurate, carefully avoiding Black's counterplay
with forward defense.
1st Honorable Mention
Klaus Wenda
4th Prize
4th Prize
Dedicated to Andreas Thoma
Bojan Bašić
Bojan Bašić (solution)
w________w
w________w
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Illegal Cluster
(5+5)

[wdkdwdwd]
[dwdpdbdw]
[wdb)wdwd]
[dwHw!wdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

Circe Assassin
Construct an Illegal Cluster with white piece types A, B, C, D, E
and black piece types A, A, B, B, C, in which a piece A standing
on a light square gives check and observes none of the pieces
of its own color.

[rdwgkdwd]
[dwhp0wdp]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dwdw0wdr]
[wdwdwdph]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw1wIwdw]
w--------w
-4 & #1 (KLAN) (1+14)
Anticirce Calvet, qLion

4th Prize - (Bojan Bašić - R0329) Piece type A=Bishop. Illegal Cluster Retractions: -wPd6: R:
1.Rd5xPd7(+bPd7, -wRd7)+; -wQe5: R: 1.e5xPd6(+bPd7) e.p.+ d7-d5 2.Rd5xPd7(+bPd7, wRd7)+; -wSc5: R: 1.c5xPd6(+bPd7) e.p.+ d7-d5 2. Rd5xPd7(+bPd7, -wRd7)+; -bPd3: R:
1.Bf1(e2,d3)-c4+; -bPd7: R: 1.Se6-c5+; -bBc6: R: 1.Bb5-c4+ or d4-d5+; -wBc4 or -bBf7:
trivial. The wQe5 cannot be a wR (nor any other piece, because the white pieces must be
different), since the position would then be legal: R: 1.Rd5-e5+. The position with Bf7→g8 is
legal: R: 1.Rf7xPd7(+bPd7, -wRd7). The pattern in rows 3-7 cannot be shifted and/or reflected:
E.g., fen: 2k5/1p1b4/bP6/S1Q5/B7/1p6/8/1K6, or 2k5/3b1p2/5Pb1/4Q1S1/6B1/5p2/8/1K6, or
2k5/1b1p4/3Pb3/2Q1S3/6p1/8/8/1K5B, all fail because of the unwanted checks in the initial
position (twice by the wQ, once by the bB). The constraint that piece A observes none of the
pieces of its own color eliminates some completely different constructions, like:
3k1q2/8/2R1P3/1K1Q1p2/2B1p3/6q1/8/8.
Illegal Clusters are notoriously prone to cooks. When a fairy condition is used and the number
of pieces to add is high, then the possible combinations are endless and cooks are imminent.
The author went even further, keeping the identity of all pieces concealed, without a
single piece already placed on the board. The no-piece diagram comes with a heavy stipulation
that details several requirements to satisfy. The solution is imaginative and the supporting
analysis complex, with intensive use of the fairy condition.

Ranking this problem, with all its pros and cons, is no piece of cake. After wavering for a while,
I decided to award the author's bold approach with a prize. Fingers crossed for soundness!
1st Honorable Mention - (Klaus Wenda - R0321) Retract: 1.Kg6xQh6(+wKe1)! [The square
h6 must be blocked to prevent the defense 3.Kg5-f6 Kh8-g8+! 4.Sh6-f7+! White has the choice
among six black units to uncapture: 1.Kg6xRh6? Kg8xLIg7+ 2.Kf6-g6? Illegal: Double-check
by P+R; 1.Kg6xBh6?...3.Kg5-f6? Illegal: bRf8 is pinned; 1.Kg6xSh6?...2.Kf6-g6 Sf7-h6+!;
1.Kg6xPh6?...3.Kg5-f6 0-0+ 4.?? LIc3-g7 is illegal: The LIg7 is pinned; 1.Kg6xLIh6?...3.Kg5f6 LIh8-h6+!] 1...Kg8xLIg7(+bKe8) 2.Kf6-g6 Rf8:Sf7(+bRa8) 3.Kg5-f6 0-0+ 4.LIc3-g7 &
1.LIc8#. On the first move, the wK has a choice among 6 possible uncaptures on h6 (or an
uncapture on a different square, departing from g6); deciding on the type of the uncaptured
piece is not trivial. After ruling out all other types of pieces, uncapturing a bQ is the only
possibility that does not interfere with White's plans. This sets in motion two uncaptures by
Black that decoy the bKe8→g8 and bRa8→f8, and eventually force these two pieces to
uncastle. A short, but tricky and rich in content KLAN Retractor, with unconventional castling.
The use of a fairy piece underscores the difficulty of this endeavor, but nevertheless it is not
optimal.
2nd Honorable Mention
Andrey Frolkin
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[0pdwdw0p]
[kdwdwdw)]
[dR)w0wdw]
[w!p)w0wd]
[)RIp)wdw]
[b4Bgw)Pd]
[dNGNdndw]
w--------w
Last 23 single moves without
repetition? (15+13)

1st Commendation
Andreas Thoma

w________w
[wdwdw4kd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[p)Pdwdwd]
[Iwdndwdw]
w--------w
-4 & #1 (KLAN)
(7+5)
Anti-Circe Cheylan
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2nd Commendation
Andreas Thoma
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w
-9 & #1 (KLAN)
(1+1)
Anti-Circe Cheylan

2nd Honorable Mention - (Andrey Frolkin - R0333) White’s only missing piece was captured
on d2 on the last move. It could not be a pawn - with white pawns on d2 and f2, the bBe1 would
find itself in an illegal position. The white pawns originating from b2, c2 and d2 had to make a
total of three captures, so the black balance is closed. The cage cannot be released through e2e3, since this would have to be preceded by the return of Bc2 to f1. To release the cage, a shield
is required on a5. At present, only the bSf1 is a possible candidate for shielding. Try: Retract:
1...Be1xXd2+ 2.h5-h6 Sg3-f1 3.h4-h5 Sf5-g3 4.h3-h4 Se7-f5 5.h2-h3 Sc6-e7 6.?? - the bS is
one move too late. The shielding will be performed by a different Knight. Solution: Retract:
1...Be1xSd2+ [Not 1...Be1xQd2+? 2.Qe2-d2 Sd2-f1+ 3.Qg4-e2 f5-f4? 4.Qc8-g4??] 2.Se4-d2
[2.Sf3-d2? Sd2-f1 3.h5-h6 e6-e5 4.Se5-f3 f5-f4 5.Sc6-e5 f6-f5 6.Sa5-c6 f7-f6 7.Qa4-b4?? leads
to retrostalemate for Black.] 2...Sd2-f1+ 3.Sd6-e4 f5-f4! [3...e6-e5?, because the square e6 must
be vacant for the bS, on move 6] 4.Sc8-d6 f6-f5 5.c7-c8S f7-f6 6.b6xSc7 Se6-c7! 7.h5-h6 Sd8c6 8.h4-h5 Sc6-d8 9.h3-h4 Sa5-c6 10.Qa4-b4 e6-e5 11.Rb4-b3 Bb3-a2 12.h2-h3 (a2-a3?) Ra2b2 (Ba2-b3?).
The straightforward attempt to bring the bSf1 to a5 is one move too slow. The solution uses
a different Knight, but not the white Knight that is uncaptured on d2; this is also one move too
slow. With the balance closed, the newly released wSd2 is unable to uncapture a black piece
directly, but only after its unpromotion. This pawn will uncapture the black Knight that is
finally used to unlock the cage. The accuracy of the pawn retractions and the tries are appealing
and secured this problem a respectable ranking in this award.
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1st Commendation - (Andreas Thoma - R0330v) Retract: 1.c5xRb6(+wPb2)! 0-0 2.Kb2-a1
Kb7xRb8(+bKe8) [2...Kb8xXb7(+bKe8)? is an illegal check by the wPc7] 3.Re8-b8 d2d1S/Se3,f2-d1+ 4.Re7-e8 & 1.c8Q#. The threat of retrostalemate forces Black to uncastle; it is
the only way to occupy the rebirth squares of bPa3, bSd1 and the uncaptured bRb6 on the next
move. Short and charming!
2nd Commendation - (Andreas Thoma - R0332) Retract: 1.Ke1xPd2(+wKe1) d3-d2+
2.Ke2xPd2(+wKe1) d4-d3+ 3.Ke1-e2 d3-d2+ 4.Ke3xPd2(+wKe1) d5-d4+ 5.Ke2-e3 d4-d3+
6.Ke1-e2 d3-d2+ 7.Kd1xPd2 d7-d5 [forced to avoid retrostalemate] 8.Kc2-d1 c7xSd6(+bPd7)+
[8...c7xQ/Rd6? 9.Q/Ra6+ d1X!/Ka1!] 9.Se8-d6 & 1.Kb2#. After building a stack of black
pawns on the d-file, the white King walks voluntarily into a position of retrostalemate. Black
has no choice but to uncapture a wS, allowing White to occupy e8, for a King vs King mate.
Good content from an extremely economical setting.
3rd Commendation - (Stanislav Vokál & Ladislav Packa R0322v) Retract: 1.Kd6-d5 Re7-e6+ 2.Kc6-d6 Qd8-c8+ 3.Kc5-c6
w________wb7-b6+ 4.Kc4-c5 b6-b5+ 5.Kc3-c4 Bc1-d2+ 6.Kb2-c3 Bd2-c1+
[wHqdk4wd]7.Kb1-b2 c3-c2+ 8.Kc1-b1 Be1-d2+ 9.Kb2-c1 c4-c3+ 10.Kc2-b2
[dwdwdwdw]d4-d3+ 11.Kd2-c2 Bf2-e1+ 12.Ke1-d2 Bg1-f2+ 13.Kf2-e1 Bh2-g1+
[p0wdr0wd]14.Kg2-f2 Bg4-h3+ 15.Kh3-g2 Bh5-g4+ 16.Kg4-h3 Bg6-h5+
[dpdK)P0w](16…Bf7-h5+ 17.Sd7-b8 & 1.Sxf6#) 17.Kh5-g4 Bh7-g6+ 18.Kg6[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdp)P)b]h5 Bg8-h7+ 19.Kh7-g6 Bf7-g8+ 20.Sd7-b8 & 1.Sxf6#. The
[wdpgwdwd]opening moves force two black pieces to move next to the bK, but
[dwdwdwdw]in order for the cage to lock fully, the wK must travel across the
board, all the way to h7. Nice, exact trek by the wK, but the Pacific
w--------w
-20 & #1
(7+13)
nature of retractions considerably reduces Black's defensive
(Pacific Retractor)
options.
3rd Commendation
Stanislav Vokál &
Ladislav Packa

We thank Kostas for stepping in and completing this award. Please send comments to Kostas by
July 1st, 2022.

StrateGems 2021 h#2½-3 Award
By Valery Kirillov
I reviewed 33 problems published in 2021. The entries without tactical substance were not
considered for the award. Pretty mating pictures are not enough. Lack of originality, i.e., entries
with ideas already shown in other problems, were also not considered for the award. However,
overall the competition was on a satisfactory level.
1st Prize
Victor Chepizhny
W________w

[wIwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdrdP]
[w1wdp)k0]
[dbdpdpgp]
[wdp4w$wh]
[dwGwdndw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Bc1→d5 (5+16)

2nd

Prize

Vitaly Medintsev
W________w
[rdRdKdwd]
[dw4wdBdw]
[pdw0bdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
[wdk0wdpd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[p0w0wdwd]
[HNdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (6+12)

3rd Prize
Mykola Kolesnik

W________w
[ndbdwdwd]
[dpdw0pdw]
[RHwdpdwd]
[0Pdw)Bhw]
[w4wiNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdrdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (7+12)
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1st Prize - (Victor Chepizhny - H2631) a) 1.Rd1 Rxf1 2.Be1 Be3 3.Kg3 Rg1#; b) 1.Ba4 Bc6
2.Rb5 Rxf3 3.Kf5 Bd7#. An unusual idea with geometric feel, orthogonal-diagonal analogy and
rich with tactical components. The moves by the black Rook and Bishop at first seem to
interfere with mating lines and must be closed by another black Bishop and Rook. Both mates
are model.
2nd Prize - (Vitaly Medintsev - H2627) 1…Sb3 2.Kxb3 Bg6 3.Rf7 Bc2#; 1…Sc3 2.Kxc3 Rb8
3.Bc8 Rb3#. Four pinned pieces. Both white Knights are sacrificed on the first move with the
black King moving along the pin line. The white thematic pieces also move along the pin lines.
Rich tactics with perfect analogy.
3rd Prize - (Mikola Kolesnik - H2580) 1…Sxg5 2.Kc5 Bd3 3.Bd4 Se4#; 1…Sxa8 2.Kd5 Rxe6
3.Rd4 Sb6#. An unusual expression of Klasinc theme with Grimshaw on d4-square after the
black King departs from the same square.
2nd Honorable Mention
Alexandr Pankratyev
4th Prize
1st Honorable Mention
& Evgeny Gavryliv
Valery Kopyl
Christopher Jones
W________w
W________w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdnd]
[0r0w0wdw]
[pdwdPdRd]
[)wdbdpdw]
[wdwdr0wd]
[iNGndKdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Pe4→f4 (6+13)

[nIwhwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[BdRdwdw4]
[dwdkdwdp]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dpdw0wdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
w--------w
h#3
2 solutions (4+10)

[wdwdwdwd]
[hwdw0pdw]
[wdwdbhpd]
[dP4RIwdw]
[pdkGw$rd]
[dwgw)Pdw]
[w1pdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Pb5→e4 (7+14)

4th Prize - (Valery Kopyl - H2607) a) 1.Bxe4 Sc3 2.Bc2 Rb4 3.Sb2 Bxb2#; b) 1.Sxf4 Sd2
2.Sd5 Rxa4 3.Rb4 axb4#. Opening lines for the white Rook with an unexpected model mate in
the second solution.
1st Honorable Mention - (Christopher Jones - H2630) 1.Se6 cxb3 2.Sd4 Re6 3.c5 Bxc4#;
1.Re6 Bc8 2.Re5 Be6+ 3.Kd4 Rxc4#. Baltic theme in two variations. (This theme has been
shown in three variations of the theme: yacpdb/524271, p1374155). Here, there is an interesting
mechanism where the black piece comes to e6-square, leaves the square and then the white
piece occupies the same square.
2nd Honorable Mention - (Alexandr Pankratyev & Evgeny Gavryliv - H2559) a) 1.Bb4
Bc3+ 2.Kxc3 Rfd4 3.Rc4 Rd3#; b) 1.Ra5 Rb5 2.Kxb5 Rxf6 3.Bc4 Rb6#. A pinned white piece
moves along the pin line. After its capture by the black King, the mate is given by wRf4.

3rd Honorable Mention
Abdelaziz Onkoud

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwGRdwdw]
[wdwgwdwd]
[dwdnhwdw]
[wdwdw$w4]
[1wdBiwdb]
[wdrdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (5+8)

4th Honorable Mention
Abdelaziz Onkoud
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[gbdwdkdw]
[w$pdwGwd]
[4BIndwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (5+8)

1st Commendation
Mykola Vasyuchko &
Mykola Cherniavskyi
W________w

[wdwdwdw$]
[dndwIwdw]
[b0pdwdwd]
[dw4pdw0w]
[wdk0pdwg]
[dwdwdwdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 2 solutions (3+11)
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3rd Honorable Mention - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2554) 1…Rf1 2.Sc3[A] Bxd6 3.Sg4[B]
Bf4#; 1…Bf1 2.Sg4[B] Rxd6 3.Sc3[A] Rd3#. The first white move is to the same square.
Creation and play of indirect batteries. AB-BA cycle of moves. Compare to yacpdb/550359.
4th Honorable Mention - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2553) 1…Rh4 2.Ra2 Bxc2 3.Sc4 Be4#;
1…Bh4 2.Bb4 Rxc2 3.Sc3 Rf2#. The idea is somewhat similar to H2554, but here the white
Rook and Bishop play all the moves in an echo fashion.
1st Commendation - (Mykola Vasyuchko & Mykola Cherniavskyi - H2605) 1.Bg3 Rd8
2.Be5 Rxd5 3.Kxd5 Be6#; 1.Rb5 Bd7 2.Kc5 Bxc6 3.Kxc6 Rc8#. Zilahi Theme. Model mates.
It’s nice that the white King participates in both mates.
2nd Commendation
Valery Kopyl &
Vidadi Zamanov
W________w

[wdwdwdwh]
[dwgpdpdw]
[wdbdpdrd]
[dp)w$pdP]
[w)wip0pd]
[4wdBdwdw]
[wdn)wdKd]
[dwdqdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Pd7→d5 (7+16)

3rd Commendation
Miroslav Svitek
& Zoltán Labai
W________w

[wdw4rdwd]
[dndP)wdn]
[wdwdpdpd]
[0bdwiwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½
(3+10)
b) Rd8→f8, c) Ke5→g6

4th Commendation
Menachem Witztum
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[p0w0p1wd]
[dwiw0wdw]
[whwdwHwd]
[HwdpdPdw]
[wdwdr)wd]
[Iwgwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Pd6→d5 (5+12)

2nd Commendation - (Valery Kopyl & Vidadi Zamanov - H2632) a) 1.Bxe5 Bxb5 2.Kd5 d3
3.Sd4 Bc4#; b) 1.exd3 hxg6 2.Sxg6 Rxf5 3.Se5 Rxf4#. Zilahi Theme without model mates but
with elements of depart-arrive on the same square.
3rd Commendation - (Miroslav Svitek & Zoltán Labai - H2579) a) 1…dxe8R 2.Kf6 exd8Q+
3.Kf7 Qe7#; b) 1…dxe8Q 2.Sd8 exd8S 3.Rf4 Qxe6#; c) 1…dxe8S 2.Sf8 exf8Q 3.Kh7 Qg7#. A
variaty of promotions by white Pawns.
4th Commendation - (Menachem Witztum - H2586) a) 1.Re4 fxe4 2.Be3 fxe3 3.Sc6 Sxd3#;
b) 1.Sa2 Sxe2 2.Sc3 Sxc1 3.Kd4 Sb3#.
Active sacrifices by the black Rook and the black Bishop in the first twin is followed by their
passive sacrifices in the second twin.
We thank Valery for this swift award! Please send comments to Abdelaziz Onkoud by July 1,
2022.

StrateGems 2021 Threemovers Award
by Salman Javadzade
(Unfortunately, the previously appointed judge Sergey Bilyk got seriously ill and couldn’t do the
job- we wish him a quick recovery! Many thanks to Salman Javadzade from Azerbaijan for
taking over!)

There were thirty-six threemovers by 25 composers, representing fourteen countries, published
in 2021. The quality of entries was good! For the award, I selected nine compositions. The top
three entries stood out right away! I spent some time ranking the rest as I deemed necessary.

1st Prize
Michael Keller
w________w

[w!wgr$wG]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdbdp0qd]
[dwdpdp)n]
[w0w)kdwd]
[dNdwdwdB]
[nIwdPdNd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w
#3√.
(11+13)

2nd Prize
Michael Keller
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdwIw]
[w0NiB0wd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w)PHPdpd]
[dwdbdPdn]
[wdwGw4pd]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------w
#3√.
(9+11)
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3rd Prize
Alexander
Kuzovkov
w________w

[whwdwHwd]
[dwdR0w4w]
[w0w0w)wd]
[dw0wiwdw]
[w)RHwdPG]
[dKdw)wdw]
[wdwdp)bd]
[dBdw!wdw]
w--------w
#3√
(13+9)

1st Prize - (Michael Keller - M1702) A masterpiece from the brilliant German composer! After
the two black defenses on f6, White’s try-moves appear as 2nd moves in the solution, with both
variations branching on Black’s 2nd moves (Visserman type). The move Qa7 acts as a 1st, 2nd
and a 3rd move (Urania theme!). The logic is also good. Solution: 1.Qa7?[A] (2.Sd2#) Qxg5!;
1.Rd1?[B] (2.Sc5#) Be7!; 1.Rxf6! (2.Rxe6+
~ 3.Sc5/Sd2#), 1...Qxf6 2.Qa7![A]
~/Qxd4+/Qxg5 3.Sd2/Qxd4/Sc5#, 1...Bxf6 2.Rd1![B] ~/Bxd4+/Be7 3.Sc5/Rxd4/Sd2#, 1...Qg7
2.Rxe6+ ~ 3.Bxf5#, 1...Rxh8 2.Qa7 ~/Qxg5 3.Sd2/Rxe6#, 1...e5 2.Sd2+ Kxd4 3.Qa7#.
2nd Prize - (Michael Keller - M1700) Here again we have logic and White’s try-moves
appearing as 2nd moves in the solution. Mates’ transference. The key (that I’d call ‘See you
later!’) is just wonderful. The economical use of white force is remarkable! Solution:
1.cxd5?[A] (2.Sf5#) Rxf3!; 1.exd5?[B] (2.Sb5#) Sa3!, (1.Bh6? Sg5!); 1.Kh8!! (2.Bh6 ~
3.Bf8#), 1...Rxd2 2.cxd5![A] ~/Bxe4 3.Sf5/Sb5#, 1...Sxd2 2.exd5![B] ~/Bxc4 3.Sb5/Sf5#.
3rd Prize - (Alexander Kuzovkov - M1750) A masterfully done le Grand! Nice change of play
to 1...Kd5. Solution: 1.Qd2? (2.Sc6+[A] ~ 3.f4#), 1...Rxg4 2.Sf3+[B] Bxf3 3.Rxe7#, 1...Kd5
2.Sb5+ Ke5/Kc6 3.f4/Sa7#, 1...Rg5!; 1.Qc3! (2.Sf3++[B] Kd5 3.Be4#), 1...Rxg4 2.Sc6+[A]
Kd5 3.Sxe7#, 1...Kd5 2.Rxc5+ bxc5 3.Qxc5#.
1st Honorable Mention
Valery Kirillov &
Sergey Khachaturov
w________w

[wdbGwdwh]
[dpdwdPdr]
[pIw)w)p)]
[dPdPiw0w]
[R!pdwdwd]
[dwHwdwdw]
[wdwdw)pd]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w
#3
(13+10)

2nd Honorable Mention
Zoltán Labai &
Stanislav Juriček
w________w

[wdNdwdwd]
[dpdpGw0w]
[w0wdwdwd]
[4w0kdPdw]
[w0wdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whPdQdwI]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#3*√
(7+10)

3rd Honorable Mention
L.Lyubashevsky,
L.Makaronez & V.Volchek
w________w

[wdwdrdwd]
[dwdwdQdp]
[PGB)wgrd]
[dKdP0whP]
[Rdwdw0wd]
[dPdkdwdp]
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
w--------w
#3√.
(12+9)

1st Honorable Mention - (V.Kirillov & S.Khachaturov - M1738) Nice complex. Visserman,
reciprocation of White’s 2nd and 3rd moves and bK’s cross. Solution: 1.d7! (2.Qe7+ Kd4/Kf4
3.Qe3/Qe4#), 1...Bxd7 2.Qd6+[A] Kxd6/Kd4 3.Bc7[B]/Se2#, 1...Rxf7 2.Bc7+[B] Kxf6/Kd4
3.Qd6[A]/ Qxc4#, 1...Kf4 2.Qxc4+ Ke5/Kf3 3.Qc7/Qe2#, (1...Kd4 2.Qxc4+ Ke5 3.Qc7#).
2nd Honorable Mention - (Z.Labai & S.Juriček - M1717) Another interesting complex.
Reciprocation, move transference, change of play to 1...Kd4. Solution: 1...Ra7 2.Qe5+[C]
Kc6/Kc4 3.Sxa7/Sd6#; 1.Bf8? (2.Se7+ Kd4/Kd6 3.Bxg7/Qe5#), 1...Kd4[a] 2.Qe5+[C] Kc4
3.Sd6#, 1...Kc6!; 1.Bd6! (2.Se7+[A] Kd4/Kxd6 3.Be5[B]/Qe5[C]#), 1...Kd4[a] 2.Be5+[B] Kd5
3.Se7[A]#, 1...c4 2.Qe5+[C] Kc6 3.Se7[A]#, 1...S~ 2.Qf3+ Kd4 3.Qd3#.
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3rd Honorable Mention - (L.Lyubashevsky, L.Makaronez & V.Volchek - M1736) Eight (!)
variations, sacrificial key, anti-duals. Two tries (though non-thematic) are a plus. Solution:
1.Ka5? (2.Bb5#) Rc8!; 1.Kb4? (2.Sf2#) Ke4!; 1.Qe6! (2.Qg4 ~/f3/Sf3 3.Qe2/Qc4/Qxf3#),
1...Se4 2.Qf5! (2.Qxh3+? Sg3!) ~ 3.Qxe4#, 1...Sf3 2.Qxh3! (2.Qf5+? e4!) Rg3 3.Qf1#, 1...f3
2.Kb4! (2.Ka5? Rc8!) ~/Se4/Ke4 3.Sf2/Bb5/Kc3#, 1...Rxe6 2.Ka5! (2.Kb4? Ke4!) ~ 3.Bb5#,
1...Rb8 2.Rd4+ (2.Qxh3+? Sxh3!) exd4 3.Qe2#, 1...Sf7 2.Qxh3+! (2.Rd4+? exd4!) Rg3 3.Qf1#,
1...e4 2.Qxf6 Rxf6 3.Rd4#, 1...Sxe6 2.dxe6 ~ 3.Be4#, 1...Sxe6 2.dxe6 ~ 3.Be4#.
1st Commendation
Leonid Makaronez
w________w

[wdwdwgwd]
[dn4wdp0w]
[wGwHpdwd]
[dwdwiwdP]
[w)pdNdw)]
[Iw0w!pdP]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdBdn]
w--------w
#3
(10+12)

2nd Commendation
Leonid Lyubashevsky
& Leonid Makaronez
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[4pdw0wdw]
[P)pdQdPd]
[dw0w0wdr]
[N0Piwdpd]
[dwdpdwHw]
[wdwdwdKh]
[dwGwdwdw]
w--------w
#3
(9+12)

3rd Commendation
Alexander Melnichuk
& Alexander Sygurov
w________w

[wIwdwdwd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[kdw0wdwd]
[)wdpdRdw]
[wdb)ndPd]
[$wHwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdwdw!w]
w--------w
#3
(10+5)

1st Commendation - (Leonid Makaronez - M1749) Visserman. Some repetition of white
moves. Solution: 1.b5! (2.Qxc3+ Kf4/Kd5 3.Be3/Qd4#), 1...Sc5 2.Sxc4+ Kd5/Kf5
3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Rc5 2.Sxf7+ Kd5/Kf5 3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Sxd6 2.Bd4+ Kd5/Kf5
3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Bxd6+ 2.Sc5+ K~/Kd5 3.Qg5/Qe4#.
2nd Commendation - (L.Lyubashevsky & L.Makaronez - M1701) Together with the threat,
there are three variations with Visserman. Solution: 1.Bd2! (2.Sxc5 ~/Kxc5 3.Sb3/Be3#),
1...Rxa6 2.Sb2 ~/e4 3.Qd7/Qxe4#, 1...b3 2.Qxe7 ~/e4 3.Qxc5/Qxe4#, 1...Rh3 2.Sf5+ Ke4
3.Sxc5#, 1...Sf1 2.Qxg4+ e4 3.Qxe4#.
3rd Commendation - (A.Melnichuk & A.Sygurov - M1699) Unexpected waiting after the
key! The white Queen is all over the place! Solution: 1.Qh2! (zz), 1...Ba2 2.Bxe4 ~ 3.Qxd6#,
1...Bb3 2.Rxb3 (3.Qe2/Bd3#) Sxc3 3.Qxd6#, 1...Bf1 2.Qb2 (3.Qb6/Qb7#) Bb5 3.Qxb5#,
1...Bb5 2.Sxd5 ~ 3.Sb4#, 1...Sxc3 2.Qxd6+ Kb5 3.Qb6#, 1...Sg3 2.Qh8 ~ 3.Qc8#.
Congratulations to the winners and good luck to all participants in the future!

Please send your comments before June 30, 2022 to Rauf Aliovsadzade.

StrateGems 2020 Proof Games Award
by Ryan McCracken (USA)
The Proof Game scene is now dominated by Fairy Proof Games; apparently, we’ve squeezed
all of the juice out of orthodox. I have mixed feelings on this state of affairs. On one hand, this
should allow for much greater flexibility, and creativity. On the other, I see a lot of orthodox
themes repeated, rather than original ideas that take advantage of the fairy conditions.

1st Prize
Kostas Prentos & Paul Rãican
w________w

2nd Prize
Satoshi Hashimoto
w________w
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1st Honorable Mention
Paul Rãican & Michel Caillaud
w________w

[wdwdkdwd]
[0P0w1pdp]
[wdw0whw4]
[dwdwdwdR]
[wdwdwdrd]
[Hwdw)wdK]
[PdPdw)w)]
[$Ndwdwdw]
w--------w
PG 12
(11+10)

[rhb1kdn4]
[0w0p0pdp]
[Bdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdP)Pd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[PdpHPHw!]
[dwdwIRdw]
w--------w
PG 19
(13+15)

[rhb1kgn4]
[dp0P0p0p]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdPdp]
[P)PdP0P)]
[$NGQdBHR]
w--------w
PG 11½
(16+16)

Take & Make

Anti Take & Make

1st

Prize - (Kostas Prentos & Paul Rãican - P0500) Even in orthodox, the Schnoebelen
theme is rare, and hard to get sound. In this, the most ambitious problem in the set, we have
five of them done in a mere 12 moves. The motivations seem solid, and this may well be
sound, but never say never with this theme! Solution: 1.d4 Sa6 2.Bh6 gxh6→c1B 3.e3 Sc5
4.Ba6 bxa6→f1B 5.dxc5→b7 Sf6 6.Qd6 exd6→d1B 7.Se2 Ba3 8.bxa3→f8B d6 9.Sxc1→a3
Bh3 10.gxh3→c8B Qe7 11.Kxf1→h3 Rxf8→h6+ 12.Rxd1→h5 Rxc8→g4.
2nd Prize - (Satoshi Hashimoto - P0491) A ‘murder mystery’ – who killed wPh2? At first
glance, it seems that anyone could have done it, but after putting on one’s Sherlock Holmes
cap, it is perhaps the least-likely looking suspect: the bQ. I awarded this as much for nostalgia
as for skill of execution. Solution: 1.g4 b5 2.Bg2 b4 3.Bb7 b3 4.Ba6 bxc2 5.b4 Bb7 6.Bb2 Qc8
7.Bf6 gxf6 8.Sh3 Bh6 9.Rf1 Be3 10.dxe3 Bh1 11.Qd6 Qb7 12.Sd2 Qg2 13.Rb1 Qxh2 14.Rb3
Qg2 15.Qh2 Qb7 16.f4 Qc8 17.Sf2 Bb7 18.e4 Qd8 19.Rg3 Bc8.
1st Honorable Mention - (Paul Rãican & Michel Caillaud - P0499) The white knight dances
with the two black pawns, pulling them across the checkered floor with an almost magnetic
attraction. I wonder if anyone solved this. Solution: 1.Sf3 Sc6 2.Se5 Sxe5(+wSc4) 3.Sb6
axb6(+wSa4) 4.Sc5 bxc5(+wSe6) 5.f3 dxe6(+wSd4) 6.Kf2 cxd4(+wSf5) 7.Kg3 exf5(+wSe3)
8.Kf4 dxe3(+wSg4) 9.d4 fxg4(+wSf2) 10.dxe5(+bSd7) exf2(+wSh3) 11.e6 gxh3(+wSg1)
12.exd7(+bSb8)+.
2nd Honorable Mention

Unto Heinonen
w________w
[nGwdqdwH]
[Ip0w0pdw]
[B!wdw$pd]
[0w$pdwdp]
[PgPdwdw)]
[dPHbdw)w]
[rdw)P)wd]
[hkdwdw4w]
w--------w
PG 42½
(16+16)
2nd

Commendation

Unto Heinonen
w________w
[rhb4wdkd]
[0B0w0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gpGwdwdw]
[wdw)P)w1]
[dw$wdRdw]
[wdPdwdw)]
[dwdwdwIQ]
w--------w
PG 19½
(11+11)
Monochrome

Commendation

Alexander Shpakovsky
w________w
[rhb1kgn4]
[0p0p0w0p]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[P)w)RIP)]
[dRGQdwdw]
w--------w
PG 8½ 2 solutions (11+15)

Honorable Mention - (Unto Heinonen - P0493v) One could try to solve this, or simply
play through the solution as pieces intricately weave past each other. Here’s hoping this task –
the longest captureless PG – is now sound. Solution: 1.h4 a5 2.Rh3 Ra6 3.Rf3 Rg6 4.Sh3 Rg3
5.Sf4 Rh3 6.g3 Rh2 7.Bh3 Sh6 8.Be6 Sf5 9.Bc4 d5 10.Kf1 Rh1+ 11.Kg2 Rg1+ 12.Kh3 Kd7
13.Kg4 h5+ 14.Kg5 Rh6 15.a4 Rb6 16.Raa3 Kc6 17.Rac3 Rb3 18.Sg6 Ra3 19.b3 Ra2 20.Ba3
Qd6 21.Bc5 Sd7 22.Ba7 Sb6 23.Sh8 Kc5 24.Ba6+ Kb4 25.Rc5 g6 26.Sc3 Bg7 27.Se4 Bc3
28.Qa1 Sd4 29.Kh6 Bd7 30.Kg7 Bb5 31.Kf8 Bd3 32.Ke8 Qc6+ 33.Kd8 Sc4 34.Kc8 Ka3
35.Kb8 Bb4 36.Ka8 Qe8+ 37.Bb8 Sb6+ 38.Ka7 Sa8 39.c4 Sc2 40.Qf6 Sa1 41.Qb6 Kb2
42.Rf6 Kb1 43.Sc3+.
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Commendations without rank:
Commendation - (Unto Heinonen - P0496v) Valladão for both sides. One caveat:
Monochrome makes the e.p. captures easier. Solution: 1.g4 f5 2.gxf5 g5 3.fxg6 e.p. Bg7 4.gxh7
Bc3 5.hxg8B Ba5 6.Bc4 d5 7.f4 dxc4 8.b4 cxb3 e.p. 9.Ba3 bxa2 10.Bc5 axb1Q 11.Ra3 Qd4
12.Rc3 Qxg1 13.d4 Qg5 14.Bg2 b5 15.0-0 Qh4 16.Bb7 0-0 17.e4 Rd8 18.Qf3 Qd1 19.Qh1 Qf3
20.Rxf3.
Commendation - (Alexander Shpakovsky - P0504) I enjoyed the variety between the two
routes. Solution: i) 1.e3 f5 2.Se2 f4 3.Sg3 fxg3 4.Bd3 gxf2+ 5.Ke2 f1B+ 6.Kf2 Bxd3 7.Re1
Bxc2 8.Re2 Bxb1 9.Rxb1. ii) 1.Sf3 f6 2.Se5 fxe5 3.e3 e4 4.Bd3 exd3 5.0-0 dxc2 6.Re1 cxb1Q
7.Re2 Qf5 8.Rb1 Qxf2+ 9.Kxf2.
Some comments on problems not awarded:
P0490 – In my opinion, this condition [Duelist] does not make for interesting PG’s.
P0492 – The ‘Bristol’ in this one is not at all striking – there is so much other activity going on.
Moreover, I have doubts about its soundness.
P0494 – It felt more like a ‘solving exercise’ – not that there’s anything wrong with that.
P0495 – Nothing noteworthy happened; just some moves thrown out on a board.
P0497 – Reported cooked.
P0498 – Zilahi, but unremarkable.
P0501 – Bc1 switched back, but nothing else. Not enough content to gain a distinction.
P0502 – Too symmetrical.
P0503 – Rundlauf, but not hard to solve. Missing Bc8 is a giveaway.
P0505 – The fairy condition makes the piece swaps lose charm, or seem a bit too easy.
We thank Ryan for his effort. The award stays open for 3 months. Please send comments to
Kostas Prentos.

Errata
- On page 45, in SG97, in the table indicating points gained, the first entry should have been
ser-h= instead of ser-=. The error is corrected in this issue.
- On the same page in the table, Arno Tüngler’s entry for SR should have been for ser-h#
instead for ser-h=. The error has been corrected.
- Arno Tüngler’s record for ser-h= (RR) was omitted in the last issue and is shown below.
- On pages 46, 47 and 48, Arno Tüngler’s record diagrams were published with the wrong
stipulation. It should have been ser-h#.
- On pages 48-49, the stipulation for six diagrams (improvements) should have been ser-h=
instead of ser=h=.
[Editor’s note: Judge Dragan Stojnić has decided to belatedly award Special Prize to Milomir
Babić from the 1st challenge.]
Milomir Babić, Sp. Prize
Arno Tüngler
W________w
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ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS

W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[wdwdwIwi] Milomir Babić
[0wdP$pdk]
[dRdw0w0w] 1-5.a1B 6.Bg7 7-11.f1Q 12.Qf7
[wdwdwdwd]
[wdwdwdwd] 13.Qe8 dxe8Q=
[dwdwdw)w]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[wdwGwdwd] Arno Tüngler
[dwdwdwdw]
[dwdwdwdw] 1-5.e1R 6.Re5 7-10.g2 11.gxh1R Sf1=
[wdwdwdwd]
[wdwHw0w0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[dwdwdwgN]
w--------w
ser-h=13
(4+3)w--------w
ser-h=11
(5+6)

Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2022 competition. Please send your
originals to the individual editors. Solvers’ comments are due by 8/15/2022 and should be sent
to the Section Editor. Comments are preferred by email, but those sent by regular mail will be
accepted as well.
Notice to composers: It is in your interest to describe the content of your original as best as
you can. It will help the judge and improve your chances of receiving an award.
Note. Due to the lack of direction by WFCC, StrateGems will follow FIDE recommendations
regarding Russian composers. Until further notice, the name of the contry (Russia) will be
replaced by RCF.

TWOMOVERS
Editor: Eugene Rosner, Judge: Gerard Doukhan
A splendid set of twomovers awaits our solvers and judge this issue. Reversal features
prominently in T1072, T1075, while the Kharkov-2 theme can be seen in T1074 and T1077. In
T1073, look for the Chepizhny form of 3-phase changed play. This includes a standard 3+1
change and a 3-fold mate transference. T1076 is an amazing and original white correction
problem, I will say no more!
Thanks to all who responded to our call for originals, and a special nod to SG’s
Threemovers editor!

T1072 Rauf Aliovsadzade

Lincoln, NE
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[RHwdwdwI]
[dwdP0k)p]
[w$pdw)wd]
[dpdw0wdw]
[bdwdQdwH]
[dwgwdwdw]
w--------w
#2√..
(10+8)
T1075 Marco Guida
& Francesco Simoni
Italy
W________w

[wdKdw$Qd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[)wiPdpdw]
[wdw$PHpd]
[dwdw)w4w]
[pdqHwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#2*√..
(12+7)

T1073 Vasyl Dyachuk

Ukraine/Slovakia
W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbIwd]
[dwdp0w0w]
[wHpdkgp$]
[dwdwHpdw]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dndQdwGB]
w--------w
#2√.
(8+11)

T1076 Anatoly Vasylenko

Ukraine
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dp)w0w0B]
[wdwdNdr4]
[dw)wdbdP]
[wgw)kdw0]
[dQdwdN0w]
[w)PGwdwd]
[dwdwIwdR]
w--------w
#2√..
(13+10)

T1074 Kabe Moen

Tuscaloosa, AL
W________w
[kdwdwdK$]
[Gw0N0p)p]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw4]
[dwdwdrhw]
[Bdwdpdwg]
[$wdwdwdq]
w--------w
#2√..
(9+11)

T1077 Petro Novitsky

Ukraine
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIw0w]
[ndw0Q)wd]
[$wdPdpdw]
[RgwiwGwd]
[dw0P0w4q]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdNhw]
w--------w
#2*√
(10+11)
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SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - TWOMOVERS
Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E)
T1059 (Vasilenko) 1.Qb4? (2.Re5#), 1...c5 2.Qxe4#, 1...Bc4 2.Qd6#, 1...d6!; 1.Bxe3?
(2.Qc5#), 1...d6 2.Qxb3#, 1...Kd6/Bc4 2.Qe5#, 1...Rc1/d4 2.Q(x)d4#, 1...Sa6!; 1.Re6!
(2.Rd6#), 1...dxe6 2.Se7#, 1...Kxe6/Bc4 2.Qe5#, 1...gxf4 2.Sxf4#. A nice total change problem,
with self-blocks play throughout. There is a gift try and key with 3x1 change for 1…Bc4 (E).
T1060 (Maleika) 1.Qd2! (2.Sd4/Se7/Se3/Sh4#), 1…Sd4 2.Sxd4/Qxd4#, 1…Sxd6
2.Qd4/Sxd6#, 1…Qxd6 2.Sxd6/Qc2#, 1…Qa7 2.Qc2/Se7#, 1…d4 2.Se7/Se3#, 1…Se3
2.Sxe3/Rxf4#, 1…Sh4 2.Rxf4/Sxh4#, 1…f2 2.Sh4/Sd4#. Each black defense prevents at least
one of the four battery mates. It turns out that two mates can be given after each line of
defense. Two new mates, both by the wQ, are introduced. They lead to a complete cycle of 6
mates, AB-BC-CD-DE-EF-FA (A).
T1061 (Doukhan) 1.Sd6? (2.Qxc6[A]#), 1…b2 2.Qc2#, 1…d4 2.Sxe4#, 1…c5 2.Sb5#,
1…Qc4!; 1.Sd2? (2.Qxb3[C]#) (2.Qxc6+? Kxd3! Threat correction), 1…Kxd3 2.Rxe3[B]#,
1…exd2 2.Qxc6[A]#, 1…d4 2.Sxe4#, 1…c5!; 1.Bf1? (2.Rxe3[B]#), 1…Bc1 2.Rxc1#,
1…Qxh3/Qd4 2.B(x)d4#, 1…d4!; 1.Bc2! (2.Qxb3[C]#) (2.Rxe3+? Kxc4! Threat correction),
1…Kxc4 2.Qxc6#. A transfer 1…dxc4 2.Rxe3[B]# transfer 1…bxc2+ 2.Qxc2# transfer. Two
complete threat corrections with same thematic threats, with two flight-giving keys in the
correction phases. The primary and secondary threats of a correction reappear as threat and
variation mate in the secondary phase of the other correction, according to the pattern: 1. ?
2.A# 1. ? 2.C# 1...a 2. A# 1…b 2. B# 1. ? 2. B# 1. ! 2. C#, 1…c 2. B# 1…d 2. A# This pattern of
threat correction is new. Three transferred mates, no white pawns (A).
T1062 (Rice) 1.c4? (2.Rg3#), 1…Qxc4/Qe4 2.a8Q/Bf7#, 1…f4!; 1.c6? (2.a8Q#),
1…Qxc6/Qxb3+ 2.Bf7/Qxb3#, 1…Qxd6!; 1.e6? (2.Bf7#), 1…Qxe6 2.a8Q#, 1…Qxb3+!; 1.f3!
(2.Qg2#), 1…Qc4/Qe4/Qxb3+ 2.a8Q/Bf7/Qxb3#. The bQ is interfered with in four different
diagonal directions. The bQ gets quite a workout, and there are a return of threats as
variations between phases in the usual Rice style (E).
T1063 (Guida) 1…Kxc6[a] 2.Qb7[A]# (2.Qa8[B]/Se5[C]?); 1.c7? (2.Qb7[A]/Qa8[B]#),
1…Kc6[a] 2.Se5[C]#, 1…Sd6!; 1.Re7? (2.Se5[C]#), 1…Kxc6[a] 2.Qb7[A]# (2.Qa8[B]?),
1…Sc4/Sc2/Sb1 2.Qxb5#, 1…Be6!; 1.Sd7! (2.S3e5[C]#), 1…Kxc6[a] 2.Qa8[B]# (2.Qb7[A]?),
1…Sc4/Sc2/Sb1 2.Qxb5#. Burmistrov combination (2xLeGrand using double threat in try
play), 2x Dombrovskis Paradox, mechanism based on the play of a direct/indirect Rook-Knight
battery (A).
T1064 (Witt) 1.Sxf6? (2.Re4#) Bxd6[a]/Bxd3[b]Bf3[c]!; 1.Sg3!? (2.Re4/Sf5/Sxe2#), 1…fxg3
2.Bxe3#, 1…Bxd3[b]!; 1.Sf2!? (2.Re4#), 1…Bxd6[a] 2.Rc4# (theme B, square d5),
1…Bxd3[b] 2.Rxd3#, 1…Bf3[c]!; 1.Sg5!? (2.Re4#), 1…Bxd6[a] 2.Se6# (theme B square e5),
1…Bxd3[b] 2.Sf3#, 1…Bf3[c] 2.Sxf3#, 1…f3! (2.Bxe3?); 1.Sd2! (2.Re4#), 1…Bxd6[a]
2.Sb3# (theme B square d5), 1…Bxd3[b] 2.Sf3#, 1…Bf3[c] 2.Sxf3#, 1…f3 2.Bxe3#, 1…f5
2.Bg7#. Three-phase theme B, 3x1 change for 1…Bxd6, 2x1 change for 1…Bxd3 (A).
T1065 (Derevchuk) 1.d4? (2.Sxb4[B]#), 1...Bxc5 2.Sxc7[A]#), 1...bxc5!; 1.b3? (2.Qc4[C]#),
1...Sxe5 2.Sxb4[B]#, 1...Bxb3 2.Qxb3#, 1...Re4 2.dxe4#, 1...Qf4!; 1.Rd7! (2.Sxc7[A]#),
1...Bc4 2.Qxc4[C]#, 1...Kxe6 2.Rxd6#. Cyclic pseudo LeGrand. The 2nd try has the most
variation play (A).

THREEMOVERS
Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Salman Javadzade
A warm welcome to Antonio Tarnawiecki from Peru and to our Retros and Proof Games Editor
Kostas Prentos (whose joint M1772 shows a popular idea).
Both lightweights are about change of play, while Samir’s M1771 deals with reciprocation
and antiduals; not bad for a budding composer! The two Leonids find a new way to get a
Queens’ duel. The last threemover has three nice variations.

M1769 Mikola Cherniavskyi
& Fedir Kapustin, Ukraine
w________w

M1770 Petrašin Petrašinović
Serbia

[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdR)]
[dwdwIwdR]
w--------w
#3 b) Ke1→e5
(5+2)

w________w
[w!wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdpIw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#3√..
(5+2)

M1772 Samir Almammadov
Azerbaijan
w________w

M1773 Antonio Tarnawiecki
& Kostas Prentos
Peru/USA
w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwHpdwdw]
[wdk)wdpd]
[dRdwdwdb]
[Pdw$wdr0]
[dwdwGNgq]
w--------w
#3
(8+8)

[rgwdwdwd]
[hw)pdw0P]
[wdwdwdw0]
[GwdwiNdB]
[w)pdwHw0]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdPdwdPd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w
#3√.
(11+9)

M1771 Alex Markevitch
Brockton, MA
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w________w
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdbdRdw]
[Ndp)pdwd]
[dpdwdw0w]
[wdwiBdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[PdwIwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#3
(9+6)
M1774 Leonid Lyubashevsky

& Leonid Makaronez, Israel
w________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[hwdw0NdK]
[qdwgw)p)]
[0wdpdkHw]
[w)wdwdw$]
[!pdwdwdP]
[wdwdP)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#3
(12+9)

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - THREEMOVERS
Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E)
M1745 (Coates) 1.Kxd2? (zz) Kf2 2.Se2 Kf1 3.Rf8#, 1...Kh2!; 1.Kf3! d1Q+ 2.Se2+ (threat)
Kf1 3.Rg1#, 1...Kh2 2.Se2 K~ 3.Rh8#.
M1746 (Kozhakin) 1.Bh7? Kxe6!; 1.Bg6! dxe6 2.Qc7+ (threat) Kd4 3.Qc3#, 1...d6 2.Qb5
Kxe6 3.Qe8#, 1...Kxe6 2.Qb6+ d6/K~ 3.Qxd6/Qf6#.
M1747 (Neyndorff) 1.Bxg3? cxd2!; 1.Bg1! (2.Rfe4#), 1...cxd2 2.Rde4+ Kd3 3.Re3#, 1...c2
2.Bxc2 Ke1 3.Rfe4#. Shape problem. Flying Saucer (A).
M1748 (Tkachenko/Lyubashevsky) 1.Bd7! (2.Sc2+ Kxd5 3.Sc3#), 1...Qxc5 2.Bb6 ~/Qxb6
3.Bxc5/Rc4#, 1...Bxe5 2.Bf6 ~/Bxf6 3.Bxe5/Re4#. Umnov (A).
M1749 (Makaronez) 1.b5! (2.Qxc3+ Kf4/Kd5 3.Be3/Qd4#), 1...Sc5 2.Sxc4+ Kd5/Kf5
3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Rc5 2.Sxf7+ Kd5/Kf5 3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Sxd6 2.Bd4+ Kd5/Kf5
3.Sxc3/Qxf3#, 1...Bxd6+ 2.Sc5+ K~/Kd5 3.Qg5/Qe4#. Visserman (E).
M1750 (Kuzovkov) 1.Qd2? (2.Sc6+[A] ~ 3.f4#), 1...Rxg4 2.Sf3+[B] Bxf3 3.Rxe7#, 1...Kd5
2.Sb5+ Ke5/Kc6 3.f4/Sa7#, 1...Rg5!; 1.Qc3! (2.Sf3++[B] Kd5 3.Be4#), 1...Rxg4 2.Sc6+[A]
Kd5 3.Sxe7#, 1...Kd5 2.Rxc5+ bxc5 3.Qxc5#. Le Grand. Change of play after 1...Kd5 (A).
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MOREMOVERS & STUDIES
Moremovers Editor: Richard Becker, Studies Editor: Franjo Vrabec
Judges, Moremovers: Ferhat Karmil, Studies: Mario Garcia
Moremovers. Rauf continues his explorations of changes and reciprocations of first moves (first
problem) and of mating moves (second problem). We welcome new contributor Antonio
Tarnawiecki of Lima, Peru. His #4 with Kostas has a very mobile black King and a good key.
The wPe5 is the obstructor in Alexander's problem. A curious duel precedes the mate in
Balder's eight-mover. Clever solvers who wrangle with Olivier's mate-in-23 should suspect a
promotion.
Studies. E0419 two Rooks can dominate one Queen but not two. E0420 Stopping black Pawns
is important but saving the white Pawn is imperative. E0421 With a six-move maneuver, White
loses a tempo. The reason for the lost tempo is revealed twenty moves later. E0422 Black’s
opening experiment has failed and will get Black mated.
M1777 Antonio Tarnawiecki
& Kostas Prentos
M1776 Rauf Aliovsadzade
M1775 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Lincoln, NE
Peru/USA
Lincoln, NE
W________w
W________w
W________w

[wdwdwGRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dBdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#4√.
(4+2)
M1778 Alexandr Pankratyev

[wdwdwdb4]
[iBdwdp$w]
[wdwdPdwd]
[Hw)wGwdw]
[Kdwdwdpd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#4
(8+5)
M1779 Baldur Kozdon

RCF
W________w
[wHwdwdnd]
[dwdw4wdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dw0w)wdw]
[wdPiwGwh]
[dwdBdw)w]
[wdK$wdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#5
(8+7)

Germany
W________w
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdbdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQdpHw]
[rdwdwipI]
[gwdw0wdw]
[pHwdwdwd]
[dwhwGwdn]
w--------w
#8√
(5+12)

E0419 Paul Rãican
Romania
Dedicated to E. Dobrescu
W________w

E0420 Michal Hlinka
& Pavel Arestov
Slovakia/
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0pdRhwdw]
[wdw0w$wd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Draw
(3+6)

[wdwdwdBd]
[dRdwdw0n]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwI]
[iwdpdwdw]
[wdp)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdN]
w--------w
Win
(5+6)

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwGwIwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dPdwdwdP]
[w)wdwHRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
#4 many tries
(9+1)
M1780 Olivier Schmitt

France
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdBIp]
[wdw0wGwd]
[dPdNdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdP0wHw0]
[drgwdwdw]
w--------w
#23√
(7+9)

E0421 Richard Becker

Oregon City, OR
W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdw)wdp]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdPIn]
[wdwdw)Qd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Hbdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(7+6)

E0422 Peter Krug
Austria
W________w

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions [rdqdkdwd]
MOREMOVERS & STUDIES
[dwdw0p0p]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwHwdwdw]Comments from: Author (A)
[wdBdPdPI]M1751 (Gavrilovski) 1.Rh5! (2.Bxd5+[A] Kxd5 3.Rxf5+ Ke6
[0wdwdwHw]4.Sxd4[B]#), 1...Rf3 2.Sxd4+[B] Ke5 3.Sc6+ Ke6 4.Sd8[C]#,
[wdwdw0wd]1...Bh7 2.Sd8+[C] Ke5 3.Sf7+ Ke6 4.Re7[D]#, 1...Bc5 2.Re7+[D]
[dw!wdwdw]Kxd6 3.Rd7+ Ke6 4.Bxd5[A]#, 1...Rd3 2.Sxd3 cxd3 3.Sxd4+ Ke5
w--------w
Win
(7+9) 4.Rxf5#. Four-fold cycle of White’s 2nd and 4th moves (A).
M1752 (Becker) 1.Qg4+? Kh6! zz, 1.Qf7+? Kh6! zz, 1.Qd5? Se6!, 1.Qb3? Sg6!, 1.Qf4? Rg8!;
1.Qe2+! Kh6 2.Qg4 zz Kh7 3.Kf6 Sd7+ 4.Qxd7+ Kh6 5.Qxh3#.
M1753 (Vokal) 1.e8S+? Kf8 check!, 1.e8Q? exd2!; 1.Bb4! Rd1+ 2.Kc3 Rc1+ 3.Kb2 Rc2+
4.Kxa1 ~ 5.e8S#; 2...Rd3+ 3.exd3 d4+ 4.Kb2 ~ 5.e8S#, 2...d4+ 3.Kb2 Rd2+ 4.Kxa1 ~ 5.e8S#.
M1754 (Vokal) 1.g7? Bd5!; 1.Bc5! Se6 2.Bf8+ Sxf8 3.g7 Sg6 4.g8Q Se5+ 5.Kh4 Sg6+
6.Qxg6#, 1...Qa3 2.g7 Bd5 3.Bf8 Bg8 4.Sf6 Qa2(b3) 5.Kh4 ~ 6.Sg4#.
M1755 (Kirillov/Yarmonov) 1.Sd7+! Kd5 2.Bb4 zz a5 3.Sb6+ Ke5 4.Be7 zz a4 5.Sd7+ Kd5
6.Bb4 zz Kc4 7.Sb6#. Note: When the original was published, Yarmonov’s country was
published as Russia. Our apologies. Mr. Yarmonov is from Ukraine.
M1756 (Schmitt) 1.Rh2+? Kg3 2.Se2+ Sxe2!, 1.Rb3? Saxb3!, 1.Rb6 d6!; 1.Rb5! d5 2.Rb4
Sc6 3.Rb3 Sxb3 4.Rh2+ Kg3 5.Se2+ Kxh2 6.Bf4+ g3 7.Bxg3#.
E0404 (Kuzmichev) 1.Qf1+! Kc2 2.Qf5+! Kc1 3.Qg5+! Kc2 4.Qg6+! Kc1 5.Qh6+! Kc2
6.Qh7+! Kc1 7.Qh1+! Be1 8.Qh6+! Kc2 9.Qg6+! Kc1 10.Qg5+! Kc2 11.Qf5+! Kc1 12.Qf4+!
Kc2 13.Qe4+! Kc1 14.Qe3+! Kc2 15.Qd3+! Kc1 16.Qd1#.
E0405 (Sprenger) 1.Sf5! [1.Sg4? Kb7! 2.Se3 Kc6 3.g4 (3.Kf5 Kc5 4.Ke4 b5!) 3...Kc5! 4.Kf5
Kd4 5.Sc2+ Kc3 6.Sa3 b5! (6...Kb3? 7.g5! Kxa3 8.g6 Kb2 9.g7 a3 10.g8Q!) 7.Sxb5+ Kc4
8.Sa3+ Kb3 9.g5 Kxa3 10.g6 Kb2 11.g7 a3 12.g8Q a2 =) 1...Kb7 2.Sd4! (2.Se3? Kc6! see
1.Sf5) 2...b5! (2...a3 3.g4 a2 4.Sc2 +-) 3.Sxb5 Kc6 4.Sa3! (4.Sc3? a3 5.Kf5 Kc5 6.g4 Kc4 =)
4...Kc5 5.Kf5 (minor dual 5.Sb1 Kb4 6.Kf5 Kb3 ) 5...Kb4 6.Sb1 Kb3 7.Ke4 Kc2 8.Sa3+
Kb3 9.Sb5 Kc4! 10.Sd6+ (10.Sd4? a3 11.g4 a2 12.Sc2 Kc3 13.Sa1 Kb2 =) 10...Kc5 11.Sf5 a3
12.Kd3! (thematic try 12.Sd4? Kc4! 13.g4 a2 14.Sc2 Kc3 15.Sa1 Kb2 =) 12...a2 13.Sd4! a1Q
(13...a1S 14.Ke4 ) 14.Sb3+ +-.
E0406 (Gurgenidze/Minski) 1.g4+! (1.Rh4? Rc3! 2.Rxa4 Rg3–+, or 1.Rh3? a2 –+) 1...Kd3
(1...Kd1 2.Rh1+ Kd2 3.g5 a2 4.g6 Rc8+ 5.Kh7 Kc3 6.g7 Kb2 7.Rh2+ Kb1 8.Rh1+ Kb2
9.Rh2+ =) 2.Rh3+ Kc4 3.Rxa3 Kb4 4.Rg3 a3 5.g5 Rh2+ [5...a2 6.Rg4+! Ka3 7.Rg3+ Kb4
8.Rg4+ Kb5 9.Rg1 Rg2! (9...Rh2+ 10.Kg8 = see main line) 10.Ra1! =] 6.Kg8 a2 7.Rg4+!
[logical try 7.Rg1? Rg2! 8.Rxg2 a1Q 9.Rg4+ (9.Rf2 Qg1/Qd4 10.Rf5 Qg4 –+, or 9.g6? Qa8+
10.Kh7 Qxg2–+) 9...Kb5! (9...Kc5? 10.g6 Qe5 11.Rg1! =, or 9...Ka5? 10.Kh7! Qe5 11.Kh6=)
10.Rf4 (10.g6 Qe5! – +, or 10.Kh7 Qe5/Qc3 11.Kh6 Qh2+ 12.Kg6 Kc5 –+) 10...Qe5! –+]
7...Ka3 8.Rg3+! [8.Rg1? Rb2! (8...Rg2? 9.Rxg2 a1Q 10.g6=) 9.Ra1 Rg2! –+] 8...Kb4 9.Rg4+
Kb5 10.Rg1 Rg2! 11.Rxg2 [11.Ra1? Rxg5+ –+] 11...a1Q 12.Rf2 Qe5 [12...Qa8+ 13.Kg7
Qa7+ 14.Rf7 =, or 12...Qg1/Qd4 13.Rf5+ =] 13.g6 =.
E0407 (Krug) 1.c7! Be6 2.Se4! [try 2.Sd3? Bc8 3.Se5 Sf1 4.Ba4 Se3! (4...Sg3? 5.Bd7 Sf5+
6.Kg5 Bxd7 7.Sxd7 Sd6 8.Kg6) 5.Bd7 Sd5 6.Bxc8 Sxc7 =] 2...Sxe4 3.Bb3 Sd6 4.Bxe6+ Kf8
(4...Kh8 5.Bd5 e6 6.Bc6 Kg8 7.Kg6 Kf8 8.Kf6 +-) 5.Kh5! (5.Kg6 Se8, or 5.Kg5 Kg7) 5...Kg7
6.Kg5 (mutual Zugzwang) Kf8 7.Kf4 Kg7 8.Ke5 +-.
E0408 (Rãican) 1.d7! Sd4 2.Bd6+ [2.d8Q? Bg5+ 3.Qxg5 (3.Kxg5 Se6+) Sf3+] 2…Sg3
3.Bxg3+ Kg2 4.Bf4! (4.Sf6? Sc6 5.Sxd5 Kf3! 6.Bc7 Ba3! 7.Kg5 Ke4 =) 4…Ba3 5.Bd6!
(5.d8Q? Be7+ 6.Qxe7 Sf5+) 5…Bxd6 6.Sxd6 Sc6 7.Sf5! Kf3 (7…Kf2 8.Kh5! Sd8 9.Kg5 Kf3
10.Kf6 +-) 8.Sd4+ +-.
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E0409 (Avni/Tarasiuk) 1.Ra1+! (Rd8? Qb6+, or 1.Rd7? Qe6+, or 1.Kc2? Qc6+) 1…Kh2
2.Kc2! (2.Rf4? Qxh7 3.Kc3 Qg7+ 4.Rd4 Kxg2 =, or 2.Bg8? Qg7 3.Rxg7 d1Q+ 4.Rxd1
stalemate) 2…d1Q+! (2…Qd6 3.Kd1 +-) 3.Kxd1 (3.Rxd1? Qc6+ 4.Kb2 Qb5+ =) 3…Qh5+
4.Rf3 Kxg2 (4…Qxh7 5.Rh3+ +-) 5.Be4 Qh1+ 6.Ke2 Qxa1 7.Rf5+! (7.Rf6+? Kh3! 8.Rh6+
Kg4 =) 7…Kh3 (7…Kg1 8.Rg5+ Kh2 9.Rh5+ Kg1 10.Rh1+ mate) 8.Rh5+ Kg4 9.Bf3#.
E0410 (Krug) 1.Kf7! Sg8 2.Ra8 Rxf4+! 3.Sxf4 Ba2+ 4.Rxa2 Sh6+ 5.Sxh6 f1Q 6.Ra8+ Kh7
7.Sg8 Qxf4 8.Sf6+ Kh6 9.Rh8+ Kg5 10.Rh5#.
E0411 (Gurgenidze) 1.Se5+! (1.Qc8+? Kh5) 1...Kh3 (1...Kg5 2.Qd8+ Kh5 3.Qe8+ Kh6
4.Qg6#) 2.Qxh1 g2 (2...Rxh1 3.Sf4+ Kxh2 4.Sf3#) 3.Qxd1 g1Q+ 4.Qxg1 Bc5+ 5.Ke4
(5.Kxc5?) 5...Bxg1 6.Kf3 Kxh2 7.Sg4+ Kh1 (7...Kh3 8.Sf4#) 8.Sdf2+ Bxf2 9.Kxf2 h3 10.Kf1
h2 11.Sf2#.
E0412 (Nielsen) 1.Bc1! (1.f5? Qe3+ =) 1...Qb8 (1...f5 2.Qxf5 +-) 2.Kh3 [2.Kg4? f5+ 3.Qxf5
Bc8 4.Qe6 (4.Qd7 Qc7 {Kxg6} =) 4...Qc7 5.Be3 (5.Bd2 {eg} Qd6) 5...Qc4! 6.Qxc8 Qe2+ =, or
2.Kh4? f5 3.Qxf5 Qd8+ 4.Kg3 Bc8] 2...f5 3.Qxf5! Bc8 4.Qe6 Qb3+ (4...Qb1 5.Qxc8 +-, or
4...Bxe6+ 5.f5+ Kh5 6.g4#) 5.Kh4 Qc2 (5...Bxe6 6.f5+) 6.Qe2 (6.Be3? Qf2+) 6...Qxe2 (6...Qf5
7.g4, or 6...Kxg6 7.Qxc2+, or 6...Qxg6 7.f5+, or 6...Qxc1 7.Qh5#) 7.f5+ +-.
E0413 (Krug/Garcia) 1.Rh8+! (1.Sc5? Sd4 2.Sxb3 Sxb3 3.Kxb3 Rg3+=) 1...Kg7 2.Ra7+!
Kxh8 3.Sxf6 Rg2+ (3...a1Q+ 4.Kxa1 Ra4+ 5.Rxa4 Kg7 6.Se4+-) 4.Kxb3 Sg7 5.Rf7 a1S+
(5…a1Q 6.Rf8#) 6.Ka3! (6.Kc4?? Rc2+ 7.Kd3 Rc8–+) 6…Sc2+ 7.Ka4 Rg4+ 8.Ka5 Rg5+
9.Kb6! [9.Ka6? Sb4+ 10.Ka7 (10.Kb6? Sd5–+) 10...Ra5+! (10...Sc6+? 11.Kb6 Rb5+ 12.Kxb5
Sd4+ 13.Kc4+- see solution) 11.Kb7 Rb5+ 12.Kc8 Rc5+=] 9...Rb5+ 10.Kxb5 (10.Ka7? Ra5+=)
10...Sd4+ 11.Kc4! [11.Kb6? Sde6 12.Ra7 Sf8! (12...Sd8? 13.Kc7! Sf7 (13…Sde6+ 14.Kd6+-)
14.Ra8+-) 13.Ra8 Sge6=] 11…Sde6 12.Kd3! [2.Kd5? h4! (12...g5? 13.Ke4 g4 14.Ra7 Sf8
15.Kf4 Sfe6+ 16.Ke5 Sf8 17.Ra8 Sge6 18.Sxh5 Kh7 19.Sf6+ Kg6 20.Sxg4+-) 13.Ke5 h3=]
12...h4 13.Ke2! wins (13.Ra7? Sf8!= 13.Ke3? Sf5+! 14.Kf2 Sg5!=).
E0414 (Pasman) 1.Sf2! Rh1+! (1...c2 2.g8S+ Bxg8 3.Sg4+ Kg7 4.Se3+ Kf8 5.Sxc2! =, or
1...Rb5 2.g8S+ Bxg8 3.Sg4+ =) 2.Sxh1 c2 3.g8S+! (logical try 3.Rh3+ Kxg7 4.Rg3+ Kh7
5.Rh3+ Kg6 6.Rg3+ Kf5 7.Ra5+ Kxf4 8.Rc5 d3 9.Sf2 Kxg3 10.Sxd3 Bg6 -+) 3...Bxg8 4.Rh3+
Kg6 5.Rg3+ Kf5 6.Ra5+ Kxf4 7. Rc5 Bh7! [7...d3? 8.Rxg8 (see logical try 3.Rh3+) 8…d2
9.Rg4+! Kxg4 10.Sf2+ =] 8.Kf2! Bh4 9.Rc4! Be4! (9...Bd3 10.Rxd4+) 10.Rxd4! c1Q
11.Rxe4+! Kxe4 stalemate.
E0415 (Hlinka/Garcia) 1.Se3+! (1.Qh7+? Kxe5 2.Bc7+ Kd5 3.Qe4+ Kc5 4.Se3 Rh5 +=, or
1...Kxe5 2.Bc7#) With two main lines: A) 1...Bxe3 2.Qh7+ g6 (2…Kxe5 3.Bc7+ Kd4 4.Qe4+
Kc5 5.Qc4#) 3.dxe3 Rh5+ 4.Qxh5+ gxh5 5.g4+! (5.e4+? Kf4 6.Bd2+ Kg3 7.Be1+ Kf4 =)
5...hxg4 (5...Kxe5 6.Bc3 +- pin, or 5...Kg5 6.Bd8 Qxd8 7.Sf7+ Kxg4 8.Sxd8 Kf3 9.e4! +-)
6.e4+ Kf4 (6...Kg5 7.Bd8! Qxd8 8.Sf7+ fork 8...Kf4 9.Sxd8 Ke3 10.Sxe6 Kxd3 11.Sg5!+-)
7.Kg2! Qxe5 (7...Qh4 8.Sg6 +- fork, or 7...Ke3 8.Sxg4 +- fork, or 7...Qg7 8.Bd2+ Kxe5 9.Bc
3+- pin) 8.Bd2#. B) 1...Kf4 2.Sf3 Rxa5 3.Qh7 Bxe3 (3...Qh6+ 4.Qxh6+ gxh6 5.Sxd4 +-)
4.dxe3+ Kxe3 [4...Kg3 5.Qh2+ Kg4 (5...Kf2 6.Qg1+ Ke2 7.Qe1+ Kxd3 8.Qxa5 +-) 6.Qh3#]
5.Qe4+ Kf2 6.Qe1# or 1...Kxe5 2.Bc7/Qb8#.
E0416 (Robson/Neghina) 1.f3+! Kxf3 (1...Kh4 {or Kg5} 2.Bxe7+ Rxe7 3.Sxf5 +-) 2.Sxf5
[2.exf4+? Kg4 3.fxe5 (3.Sxf5 Re1+ {#11}) 3...Sd4 -+] 2...Bxf5 [2...Rxf5 3.e4+ Kxe4 4.Rb4+
Kd5 5.Bxe7 =, or 2...Kg4 3.Rb4! (3.exf4 3...Re1+ {#11}, or 3.Sxg3 fxg3 4.Rc4+ Be4+ 5.Rxe4+
Rxe4 6.Bxe7 Rxe7 {#16}, or 3.Rc4 Bxf5 4.Rxf4+ Kh5! {#15}) = , or 2...Bxc5 3.exf4+ Be3
4.Rxe3+ Rxe3 5.Sxe3 Be4 6.Rb2! Kxe3+ 7.Kg1 =] 3.exf4+ (3.Rb4? Bxc5 {#9}, or 3.e4+? Kg4
{#8}) 3...Kxf4 [3...Kg4 4.Rxg3+! (4.fxe5? Be4+ 5.Kg1 h2+ {#9}) 4...Kxg3 5.Bf2+! (5.fxe5?
Be4+ 6.Kg1 h2+ {#5}) 5...Kxf4 (5...Kxf2 6.Rxe5 =) 6.Bg3+! (6.Rxe5? Kxe5 {#13}) 6...Kxg3
7.Rxe5 Bg4 8.Re3+! (8.Rxe7? Bf3+ 9.Kg1 h2+ 10.Kf1 h1Q#) 8...Bf3+ (8...Kh4 9.Rxe7 =)
9.Rxf3+ =] 4.Be3+ [4.Rxg3? Bxc5! 5.Rbb3 (5.Rxc5 Rxc5 {#7}) 5...Re1+ 6.Kh2 Be4 {#6}, or
4.Rb4+? Be4+ 5.Rxe4+ Rxe4 {#10}] 4...Rxe3 5.Rxf5+ [5.Rxe3? Bd7! (5...Kxe3 6.Rxf5 =)
6.Rxg3 (6.Rb6 Kxe3 {#10}) 6...Kxg3{#28}] 5...Kxf5 6.Rxe3 g2+ (6...Bd6 7.Rxg3 Bxg3 =)
7.Kh2 (7.Kg1? Bc5 {#7}) 7...Bd6+ (7...Bc5 8.Rg3 Bd6 9.Kxh3 Bxg3 10.Kxg2 =) 8.Rg3 Bxg3+
9.Kxh3! Ke4 (9...g1Q {Stalemate}, or 9...g1S+ 10.Kxg3 =) 10.Kxg2 =.

E0417 (Zimbeck) a) 1.Ra7! Kc5 2.Sf5 d4 3.Se7 Bc6+ 4.Sbxc6 d2 5.Rc7 (5.Sxb4? Kxb4 6.Rc7
Ka5 7.Sd5 Ka6 8.Rc6+ Ka7 9.Kc8 Ra1 10.Rb6 Sd3 11.Rb7+ Ka6 12.Kb8 b4 13.Sc7+ Ka5
14.Ka7 Rg1 15.h5 Rg5) 5...d3 6.Ke6 f2 7.Se5+ Kd4 8.Sf5+ Ke4 9.Sg3+ Kf4 10.Se2+ Ke4
11.Rg7 f1Q 12.Rg4+ Qf4 13.Rxf4#. b) 1.Ra7! Kc5 2.Sf5 d4 3.Se7 Bc6+ 4.Sbxc6 d2 5.Sxb4
Kxb4 6.Rc7 Ka5 7.Sd5 Ka6 8.Rc6+ Ka7 9.Kc8 Ra1 10.Rc7+ Ka6 11.Rb7 Sd3 12.Kb8 b4
13.Sc7+ Ka5 14.Ka7 Rh1 15.g5 Rh8 (15...cxb2 16.Rb5+ Ka4 17.Kb6 Rh6+ 18.gxh6 Ka3
19.Ra5#) 16.Rb5+ Ka4 17.Ka6 Sc5+ 18.Rxc5 Ra8+ 19.Sxa8 cxb2 20.Ra5#.
E0418 (Krug/Garcia) 1.Bf5! (Try: 1.bxa7? Sc7 2.Bf5 Sxf5 3.Bxb2+ Kxb2 = positional draw)
1...Sxf5 2.Bxb2+ Kxb2 3.b7! (3.bxa7 Sc7= similar to try) 3...Sf6+ 4.Kf7 Sd7 [4...Sd6+ 5.Kxf6
Sxb7 6.h4 a5 7.h5 a4 8.h6 a3 9.h7 a2 10.h8Q a1Q 11.Kf5+/f7 11...Ka2 (11...Kb1 12.Qh1 +-)
12.Qa8+ Kb1 13.Qxb7+] 5.Ke6 Sc5+ 6.Kxf5 Sxb7 7.h4 Sd6+ (7...a5 8.h5 a4 9.h6 +-) 8.Kg6
(8.Ke6? Se8 9.Kf7 Sd6+ 10.Kg6 Sc8 is a loss of time) 8...Sc8 9.Kf6 (9.h5? Se7+! 10.Kf7 Sf5
11.Kf6 Sh6 12.Kg6 Sg8 13.Kg7 Se7 14.h6 Sf5 +=) 9...a5 10.h5 a4 11.h6 a3 12.h7 (12.Kg6? a2
13.h7 a1Q 14.h8Q+ Ka2 15.Qxc8 Qg1 +=) 12...a2 13.h8Q a1Q 14.Qxc8! Try: 14.Kf5+? Kb1!
(14...Ka2? 15.Qxc8 +-) 15.Qh1+ Ka2! (15...Kb2? 16.Qb7+ Ka2 17.Qxc8 =) 16.Qa8+ Kb1
17.Qxc8 Qa7! (17...Qa5+!? 18.Kg4 +-) 18.f3 (18.f4 Qh7+ 19.Ke5 Qg7+ 20.Kd5 Qg2+ 21.Kd6
Qd2+ 22.Ke5 Qe3 +=) 18...Qf7+! 19.Ke4 Qe7+ 20.Kf4 (20.Kd3 Qd6+ 21.Ke2 Qh2+ 22.Ke3
Qe5 +=) 20...Qd6+ 21.Kg4 Qg6+ 22.Kh3 Qh6+ 23.Kg2 Qd2+ 24.Kg3 Qd6 += Perpetual
checks.
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SELFMATES
Editor: Petko A. Petkov, Judge: Zoran Gavrilovski
All originals in this issue are composed in a strategic style. S0867 contains two quite different
pairs of variations. This type of problem is called ANI (2 + 2).
S0870 is an improved version of S0860 published in SG97. Both problems are based on the
same basic battery mechanism but realized in two problems with a different number of moves.
S0867 Jan Rusinek &

Waldemar Tura, Poland
W________w
[Ndwdwdwg]
[$Pdw)wdw]
[wdPdB4qd]
[dwiwIpdw]
[P0p0w)wh]
[0wdr0Qdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------w
s#3
(11+12)

S0868 Velko Alexandrov

Bulgaria
W________w
[wdbdwdRd]
[dwdwHwdQ]
[whwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdBiN)]
[dpdwdP0w]
[w)wdp0w)]
[dKdwhrdw]
w--------w
s#4
(12+9)

S0870 Valery Kopyl

Ukraine
W________w
[wGwdNdwd]
[)wdw!wdp]
[BIwdndp4]
[)wdwdP)p]
[pdwdkdwH]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w
s#5
(12+7)

S0869 Gennady Koziura

& Valery Kopyl, Ukraine
W________w
[wdwdBdwd]
[dw0w0wdp]
[wdPgRdw)]
[dw0r)wdw]
[wdP0kdK$]
[dwdpdwdp]
[wdwGwdw!]
[dwHNdwdw]
w--------w
s#4
(12+10)

S0871 Valery Kopyl &

Gennady Koziura, Ukraine
W________w
[RdwdwdRd]
[IQdwdBdw]
[PdwdwiPd]
[0wdwhr0p]
[PdwGw0Pd]
[dwdwdPdP]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
s#7
(13+7)
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SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - SELFMATES

Editor: Abdelaziz Onkoud
Judges: h#2: Vladislav Packa, h#3: TBD and h#n: Jorma Paavilainen

Comments from: Author(s) (A)
S0852 (Gavrilovski) 1.Sc7! (2.Rxd3+ Qxd3 3.Qe4+ Qxe4#), 1…Qxb6 2.Sf3+ gxf3 3.Rxd3+
Sxd3#, 1…Qc8 2.Sxe6+ Qxe6 3.Qe4+ Qxe4#, 1…axb6 2.Qd5+ exd5 3.Se6+ Sxe6#. Decoy of
bQ to e4 in the threat and after 1...Qc8; mates by the unpinned bS after 1...Qxb6/axb6 and
change of functions of two white moves (A).
S0853 (Tura) 1.Bxb5? (2.bxc4+/Sb6+/Bxc4+ Qxc4/Qxb6/Qxc4 3.e4+/Qe6+/e4+
Qxf4/Qxe6/Qxf4#), 1...Bd6! 2.bxc4+ Qxc4 3.e4+ Qxe4+ 4.Kf6!; 1.Be8! (2.Sb6+ Qxb6 3.Qe6+
Qxe6#), 1...Bd6 2.Bf7+ Kc6 3.Sxe5+ Qxe5#, 1...Bf6 2.e4+ Kd6 3.fxe5+ Qxe5#. Also: 1...Rxf3
2.Qe6+ Kd4 3.Qxe5+ Qxe5#, 1...Qxb4 2.Rd3+ cxd3 3.e4+ Qxe4#. ANI complex (2 x 2) (A).
S0854 (Degenkolbe) 1.Be6! (zz), 1…Bb2+ 2.Rxb2 b3 3.Qe3+ Kd1 4.Rd2+ Kc1 5.Rd5+ Kc2
6.Qd3+ Kc1 7.Qf1+ Kc2 8.Bxf5+ Kc3 9.Qc1+ Kb4 10.Qc5+ Ka4 11.Qc4+ Ka3 12.Bb1 b2#.
(1...b3? 2.Qe3+ Kd1 3.Kd2+ .Kc1 4.Kd3+.Kc2 5.Qe2+ Kc1 6.Qb2+ Bxb2#).
S0855 (Holubek/Smotrov) Main Plan: 1.Qd7+? Kb8 2.Re8+ Bxe8!; 1.Qb7+! Kd8! (1…Kd6
2.Qd7+ Kc5 3.Sa4+ etc.) 2.Qa8+ Kc7 3.Qc8+ Kd6 4.Qd7+ Kc5 5.Sa4+ Kc4 6.Bd3+ Kb3
7.Bg6+! Kc4 8.Sb6+ Kc5 9.Qc7+ Kd4 10.Qf4+ Kc5 11.Qe5+ Kc6 12.Qd5+ Kc7, and Main
Plan 13.Qd7+ Kb8 14.Re8+ Sxe8 15.Qa7+ Rxa7#. Returns of white pieces, logical maneuver
Bb1? g6, active blocking Sb6, ring maneuver White Qd5-a8-c8-d7-c7-e5-d5 (A).
S0856 (Tribowski) 1.Sa7? ~/h5 2.Qxe2+ Kd4 3.Sc6+ Kc4 4.Sc3 h4 5.Se5+ Kd4 6.Bb6+ Sc5+
7.Kb5 h3 8.Qh2 Ke3 9.Rba8 Kd4 10.Ra4 Ke3 11.R8a6 Kd4 12.Qg3 h2 13.Ka5 h1Q 14.Sb5+
Kd5 15.Sxb3+ Sxb3#. (1…Kd4 2.Qc3+Ke4 3.Qc6+ Kd4 4.Bb6+ Sc5#) but 1.Kf3!; 1.Rh5!
(zz), 1…Kf3 2.Qh1+Kg3 (I) 3.Qh2+ Kg4 (II) 4.Qh4+ Kf3 5.Qh3+ Ke4 6.Qh1+ Bf3 7.Qe1+
Be2 8.Rbb5 Kf3 9.Qh1+ Kg3/Kg4 10.Qg1+ Kf3 11.Rh3+ Ke4 12.Qe1 h5 13.Ra5 h4 14.Sa7 zz
Kd4 15.Qc3+ Ke4 16.Qc6+ Kd4 17.Bb6+ Sc5#. (I. 2...Kg4 3.Qh4+ Kf3 4.Qh3+ Ke4 5.Qh1+
and follows s#16; II. 3...Kf3 4.Qh3+ e4 5.Qh1+ and follows s#16). (I. 2...Kg4 3.Qh4+ Kf3
4.Qh3+ Ke4 5.Qh1+ and follows s#16; II. 3...Kf3 4.Qh3+ e4 5.Qh1+ and follows s#16).
Tempo gaining maneuvers, compensation of Anti Ziel Element, white unblock, capture-free
solution (A). This diagram is wrong with a cook, after 1.f5! etc. See the corrected version in
FEN notation in October 2021 at Errata section of (strategems.net) and Chess Problem
Database Server (dieschwalbe.de) and after that in SG97/2022, page 26.
(8/2p2B2/p1p2N1K/7R/2Pk4/4n1P1/3b2P1/3QNRB1 s#17 (11+6).

Correction
Klaus Wenda
SG 2003 no. F0395v, 1st HM
New correction SG-98/2022

W________w
[wdwdBdw$]
[dPdQdwdw]
[K)rdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kGPdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[NdwHwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
s#8
(12+2)
Anti-Circe
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HELPMATES

This problem was published without wPe4 (see SG 2003,
p.229) and was selected for FIDE-Album 2001-03 (G 67)
Václav Kotěšovec found a cook in December, 2020 (see
PDB 1-P1383164): 1.Se4! Kb3 2.Sc1+ Ka3 3.Qd3+ Ka4 4.Qd6
Ka3 5.B:c6(Bf1) Ka4 6.Ra8 Ka3 7.Be1+ Ka4 8.Ra7 Ka5#
...2.Sc1+ Ka4 3.Qd6 Ka3 etc.
On 9.5.2021 VC has tested the correction with wPe4 (see
diagram) with the result C+: 1.Sf1! Kb3 2.Rb2+ Ka4 3.Sc1
Ka3 4.Sd3+ Ka4 5.Sc1 Kb5 6.Rh1 Ka4 7.Qd1+ Kb5 8.Rb1
Rxc4(Ra8)#.

H2665 is the first h#1½ published in this section. H2668 is one of my favorites in this issue.
Problems with four solutions have become more numerous lately. This time we have quite a
few: H2669, H2670, H2672, H2673, H2674, H2675 and H2677.
Moremovers with multiple solutions have become common as well: H2686 and H2687.

H2665 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdB0Ndw]
[wdwdPdRd]
[dwdk0wdw]
[w)rdrdwd]
[dndPdwdK]
[qdndpdwd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#1½ 4 solution (7+10)

H2668 Fadil Abdurahmanović
& Marko Klasinc
Bosnia-Herzegovina/Slovenia

H2666 János Csák
Hungary
W________w

[wdwgwdwd]
[dkdwdwdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[$pGwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[$wdwdw!w]
w--------w
h#2 2 solutions
(5+5)

H2669 Valery Gurov

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dw0w$p0w]
[wdwdw1kd]
[dwdKdwgw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[!wdbdwdw]
w--------w
h#2
3 solutions (4+9)

RCF
W________w
[BdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dpdwdpdw]
[w0w0b)wd]
[dp4kdwIw]
[w)whwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2 4 solutions
(6+9)

H2671 Evgeny Gavryliv
Ukraine

H2672 Vladislav Nefyodov
& Victor Chepizhny
RCF
W________w

W________w
[Qdwdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[K0Pdr)wd]
[dpdwGwdw]
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdBdk)n]
[wdw)bdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2 b) Pb5→g4 (10+6)

[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdw0Rdw]
[wdwdrHwd]
[dPgw)w0w]
[wdPiwdpd]
[drdwdw)w]
[w0n0wHpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
h#2
b) -Pe7 (8+12)
c) = b) -Sf6, d) = c) -Rb3

H2667 Shaul Shamir
& Itay Ricardson
Israel
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIpdwd]
[dwdw)kgp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdq)w]
[wdw0wdw)]
[dwdwdNdB]
w--------w
h#2 b) -bBg5, c) -bQf3 (6+6)

H2670 Christer Jonsson

Sweden
W________w
[wIwHwdwg]
[dpdwdwhw]
[wdw0wiwG]
[dw0Bdwdp]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdP)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w
h#2
2 solutions (6+9)
b) Re1→f8

H2673 Valery Gurov

RCF
W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdp]
[bdwdkdp)]
[4wdwdw0w]
[wdp)wdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdwdp$Bd]
[dwdw4rdq]
w--------w
h#2½ 4 solutions (6+12)
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H2674 Ivan Antipin &
Alexandr Pankratyev
RCF
W________w

H2675 János Csák
Hungary
W________w

H2676 Alexandr Pankratyev
& Evgeny Gavriliv
RCF/Ukraine
W________w

H2686 Mihaiu Cioflanca
Romania
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp0ndwd]
[dw)Rdpdw]
[ndN4k)pd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 4 solutions
(5+9)

[wdwdrdwd]
[dwdwgw1p]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdR]
[PdPiwdw0]
[dwdwdKdp]
[wdP0wdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 4 solutions (5+10)

[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$w1kdw0]
[dwdndw0b]
[wdBdw0wh]
[dpdwdpdw]
[pdwdwdw4]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Sd5↔Qd6 (3+13)

[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dq0wdwdw]
[p0pdwdwd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#6 2 solutions
(2+8)

H2677 Alexandr Pankratyev
& Evgeny Gavriliv
RCF/Ukraine
W________w

[wdwIbdwd]
[4wdpdw4w]
[pdw0B$Pd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[w0pdk)wd]
[dPdpdn0w]
[wdw)wdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 4 solutions
(9+12)
H2680 Valery Kirillov

RCF
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdqiwdw]
[Kdw0pdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdN)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3½ 2 solutions (4+4)
H2683 Valery Barsukov
RCF
W________w

[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbdwd]
[dkdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0rdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dR1wdrdw]
w--------w
h#5
(2+9)
a) -Be6, b) Rf1→c4

H2678 Abdelaziz Onkoud

France
W________w
[whwdwdBd]
[dwdwgw0w]
[rdNdndPd]
[dpdw)k)w]
[w0wdp0wd]
[dwdw0wdP]
[bdPdPdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 b) Ph3→h5 (9+12)
H2681 Christopher Jones

H2679 Michal Dragoun

Czechia
W________w
[wdNdwIwg]
[dwdqHwGw]
[rdw)Rdw)]
[dw0whP)w]
[wdP0p4wd]
[dw0nipdb]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3 2 solutions (10+13)
H2682 Christer Jonsson

England
W________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[db0k)ngw]
[wdw0pdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
h#4½
b) -Pc7
(2+11)

Sweden
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wIwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdw)]
[dwGwdwdw]
w--------w
h#5
b) Ph2→f2 (3+4)

H2684 Zlatko Mihajloski

H2685 Sergey I. Tkachenko
Andrey Frolkin &
Leonid Lyubashevsky
Ukraine/Israel
W________w

North Macedonia
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdw0kdwd]
[0w4wdwdw]
[w0wdwdKd]
[dwdw0wdn]
[wdpdwdpd]
[4qdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#5½
(2+11)

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdrdwdwd]
[Iwdw0wdw]
[wGpdpdwd]
[dw)w0wiw]
[wdw0P0bd]
[dwdwgrdw]
w--------w
h#5½
(4+12)

H2687 Marcos Roland
Brazil
W________w

[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0PdpGwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwhw]
w--------w
h#6½ 2 solutions (3+5)
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H2688 Krzysztof Drazkowski
Poland
W________w

[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------w
h#8
(2+4)

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - HELPMATES
Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E)
H2617 (Csák) a) 1.Kb1 Rd8 2.Bc2 Rd1#; b) 1.Kc1 Qxg7 2.Qc2 Qa1#. Unusual self-pinning
(and self-blocking) by the black Queen and the black Bishop on the square c2, vacated by the
black King. The white Rook and the white Queen exchange functions (pinning/mating) (E).
H2618 (Maeshima) a) 1.Se4 Re8 2.d6 Rxf5#; b) 1.Bc7 Re4+ 2.Kd6 Rxe6#.
H2619 (Wiehagen/Jonsson) 1…Rh2 2.Kg3 Qxd6#; 1.Qxh6 Rxf3+ 2.Kxg5 Rf5#. Model mates
(E).
H2620 (Medintsev/Nefyodov) a) 1.Re5 Be6+ 2.Ke4 Rxd4#; 1.Be4 Rf3+ 2.Ke5 Bxd4#; b)
1.Rac7 Bc4 2.Ke4 Be6#; 1.Qf1 Rc3 2.Ke5 Rf3#. Mr. Nefyodov’s name was listed as Vladimir,
instead of Vladislav. Our apologies.
H2621 (Gorbatenko) a) 1.Bg5 Bc8+ 2.Ke4 Kc5#; b) 1.Rg6 Se3+ 2.Kf4 Kxd3#.
H2622 (Vasyuchko) 1.Bxb3 Re5+ 2.Kc4 Sxa5#; 1.Sxe6 Bxc4+ 2.Ke4 exd3#; 1.Kxe6 e4 2.Bd5
Bxd5#; 1.Kxc6 Re7 2.Bb5 Rc7#. Cyclic Zilahi (A).
H2623 (Ljevaković) 1.Sxd5 Kg3 2.Bxe3 Bd3#; 1.Rdxd5 Sxd5 2.Kxd5 Bb7#.
H2624 (Fomichev/Shorokhov) 1.Kg4 Qe8 2.Se3 Qg6#; 1.Kf3 Qd8 2.Sd2 Qd3#; 1.Bf3 Qa1
2.Rg4 Qxc1#; 1.Rxc3 Qa3 2.Rg3 Qxg3#. HOTF 2x2: two double S-pin-mates and two S-pinmates with changed functions of wR and bS, interferences of bBc1 by unpinned bSs. All white
moves are made by the Queen (A).
H2625 (Onkoud) 1.Sxc6 Kxb1 (1…exf7? 2.Sd4 f3+ 3.Sxf3!) 2.Sd4 Sd2#; 1.Qxb6 exf7
(1…Kxb1? 2.Qd4 Sd2+ 3.Qxd2!) 2.Qd4 f3#; 1.Bxf2 Ba4 (1…Sa4? 2.Bd4 Sc5+ 3.Bxc5!) 2.Bd4
Bc2#; 1.Rxc4 Sa4 (1…Ba4? 2.Rd4 Bc2+ 3.Rd3!) 2.Rd4 Sc5#. Quadruple cyclic Zilahi with
dual avoidance (A).
H2626 (Çefle) 1…Sxc6 2.Rg7 Se5 3.Re7 Rc8#; 1…Rxg3 2.Kf8 Rg7 3.Be8 Se6#.
H2627 (Medintsev) 1…Sb3 2.Kxb3 Bg6 3.Rf7 Bc2#; 1…Sc3 2.Kxc3 Rb8 3.Bc8 Rb3#. A cycle
of unpins (E).
H2628 (Hudak) 1.a3 Kd5 2.Ka4 Kc4 3.a5 Bb3#; 1.Kb5 Kd6 2.a5 Kc7 3.Ka6 Bc4#.
H2629 (Onkoud) 1.Kf6 Rd7 2.Bg6+ Sd2 3.Rf5 Se4#; 1.Kg6 Sg5 2.Rf6 Rd8 3.Bf5 Rg8#. Model
mates (A).
H2630 (Jones) 1.Se6 cxb3 2.Sd4 Re6 3.c5 Bxc4#; 1.Re6 Bc8 2.Re5 Be6+ 3.Kd4 Rxc4#. Model
mates (E).
H2631 (Chepizhny) a) 1.Rd1 Rxf1 2.Be1 Be3 3.Kg3 Rg1#; b) 1.Ba4 Bc6 2.Rb5 Rxf3 3.Kf5
Bd7#. Model mates (E).
H2632 (Kopyl/Zamanov) a) 1.Bxe5 Bxb5 2.Kd5 d3 3.Sd4 Bc4#; b) 1.exd3 hxg6 2.Sxg6 Rxf5
3.Se5 Rxf4#. In the first two phases there is a change of functions of the white rook and bishop:
passive sacrifice by the first move -mating move. Zilahi theme. Both white pieces are mating in
the third phase. As a whole Zilahi paradox (A).
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H2633 (Csák) 1…Rg2+ 2.Kxd3 Kxf3 3.Kd4 Ke2 4.Ke4 Rg4#; 1…Bf6 2.Kd2 Kxf5 3.Ke3 Ke6
4.Kf4 Bg5#.
H2634 (Kolesnik/Semenenko) a) 1…Sxa3 2.Sxc2 Bxc2 3.Bxa3 Rd1 4.Be7 Ba4#; b) 1…Bxf3
2.Bxc3 Sxc3 3.Sxf3 Rg1 4.Se5 Sd5#. Zilahi (E).
H2635 (Barsukov) a) 1.Ba4 Sd7 2.Kc6 Kc3 3.Kd5 Kd3 4.Bc6 e4#; b) 1.d5 Sd3 2.Kc6 Kd8
3.Kd6 e4 4.Bc6 e5#. Waiting moves by black pieces, white pawn's advances, model mates from
adjacent fields (A).
H2636 (Mihajloski) 1...Ra6! 2.bxa6 b7 3.Bg4 b8Q 4.Kh5 Qg8 5.g5 Qh7# (Model mate);
1...Rh8! 2.Ra3 Rh6 3.Ra7 bxa7 4.gxh6 a8Q 5.Kg6 Qg8# (Model mate). Anticipatory sacrifice
(white), Bristol (white, R-Q, impure, 7, 6), corner-to-corner (A).
H2637 (Bilý) a) 1.Sb4 Ke5 2.Sc3 Kd6 3.Qa4 Kc7 4.Ka5 Kb7 5.Sb5 Bb6#; b) 1.Kb4 Ke3 2.Sc3
Kd2 3.Ka4 Kc2 4.Sb4+ Kb2 5.Sb5 Bb3#. Blocking piece replacement (bS-bQ),Cyclic place
exchange (black, kqs), Place exchange (bS/bK), Place exchange in the final positions (black,
kq), Chameleon-echo (A).
H2638 (Csák) 1.Re7 Bxe3 2.Re6 fxe6 3.h4 e7 4.h3 e8Q 5.h2 Qe4#.
H2639 (Degenkolbe) 1…Be6 2.Kb4 Bxc4 3.Be6 Bd3 4.Bd5 Bxe4 5.Kc4 e3 6.Rb4 Bd3#;
1…Bf5 2.e3 Bd3 3.cxd3 Kg5 4.Kc4 Kf6 5.Rb4 Kxe5 6.b5 exd3#; 1…Bd7 2.Be6 Bxc6+
3.Kxc6 Kh4 4.Kd5 Kg3 5.Kd4 Kf2 6.Bd5 e3#. Model mates (E).
H2640 (Linß) 1.Be4 (B~?) Kg7 2.Rc1 Kf6 3.Qg2 Bh5 4.Qg4 Ke5 5.Kd1 Kd4 6.Bc2+ Ke3
7.Qe2+ Bxe2#. BQ sacrifice after round trip, Klasinc (bBc2 for bRc6-c1), clearance-Bristol
combination, Maslar (A).

SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES
Editor: Radovan M. Tomašević, Judges: Mike Neumeier & Hans Multhopp
A warm welcome to newcomers Claus Grupen from Germany and our own Norm Trigoboff
from Ithaca, NY. We hope to hear more from them in the future.
We thank the judging duo, Mike Neumeier and Hans Multhopp for (again) agreeing to be
the judges. It is not a common occurrence to have two judges.
Our thanks also go to Mme Pascale Piet for keeping the pser condition alive by submitting
no less than three entries. The late Dan Meinking would be quite happy.
Enjoy solving!

C0791 Claus Grupen &

Gunter Jordan, Germany
W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[0w$wdwdw]
[PiNdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwdw)wI]
[dwdwdBdw]
w--------w
ser-h#31
(9+2)

C0792 Tibor Érsek

Hungary
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[b4pdwdwd]
[0k0wdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[)w)wdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[IwdBdwdw]
w--------w
ser-h#6 b) wSd1 (5+7)

C0793 Norm Trigoboff

Ithaca, NY
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[w)w0wdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdKdBd]
[dw)w)wdw]
[wdw0w$w0]
[dwdwiwdN]
w--------w
ser-h#14
(7+6)

C0794 Norm Trigoboff
Ithaca, NY
W________w

[wiwdwdwd]
[$wdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[w)w)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-h#25
(4+3)

C0797 Pascale Piet

France
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdphwdw]
[wgw)rdwd]
[dwiw)w0w]
[w0wdKdpd]
[)P)wdwdw]
[wdP$wdwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w
pser-s=8
(9+9)

C0795 Pascale Piet
France
W________w

[RdwdNdwd]
[$pdwdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdNd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
pser-s#7
(6+3)

C0798 Sébastien Luce

France
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
[Bdpdwdpd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w
1->ser-s#3 b) Se5→f4 (4+4)
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C0796 Pascale Piet
France
W________w

[wiwdwgwd]
[dBdw$wdw]
[pdwdpdpd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdwdP)]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
pser-s#10
(5+8)

Q0377 Tibor Érsek,
Radovan M. Tomašević
& Joshua/Green
Hungary/Serbia/USA
W________w

[wib!wgwh]
[Hw0r0p0w]
[wdw0PhPd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[pdBdw)w4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdw0]
[dwdqdwdw]
w--------w
h=8
(7+16)

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - SERIES-MOVERS &
STALEMATES
Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E)
C0761 (Sphicas) 1.e8S 2.d8Q 3.Qf6 4.Sd6 5.Sc4 8.d8B 9.c8R 10.Kc7 11.Sb8 12.Sb6+ Bd5#.
A complete capture-free AUW (A).
C0762 (Babić) 1-5.g8S 6.Sf6 10.b7 11.bxa8S 12.Ra6+ Rxa6#; 1-2.f6 3.fxe7 4.e8Q 5.Qxf7
6.Qg7 7-10.b7 11.bxa8B 12.Ra6+ Rxa6#. Four promotions with three Excelsiors (A).
C0763 (Kekely) 1-6.Ka3-b4-a5-a6-b7-xc8 and back 7-13.Kb7-a6-a5-b4-c3-d2-xe1 and back
again 14-26.Kd2-c3-b4-a5-a6-b7-c8-d8-xe8-xf8-xg7-f6 27.g8R 28-30.Rxa8-xa4-c4 35.a8S
36.Sb6#. Meredith. Very long walk by the white king with returns. Excelsior. Minor
promotions. Ideal-mate in the center of the board (A).
C0764 (Érsek) a) 1-3.Se7-xg6-xf4 4.Bc2 5.Kd3 6.c3 Rd4#; b) 1-3.Se4-xc5-xa4 4.Bxa3 5.Kb4
6.Rb3 Sd5#.
C0765 (Barclay) 1.Kf3 2.Be4 3.Qd1 4.Qg1 5.Kg3 6.Bg2 7.Kh2 Kg4#. Miniature (A).
C0766 (Barsukov) 1-5.g1S 6.Sh3 7.Sxf2 8.Se4 9.Sxd2 10.Ke4 11.Kxe3 12.Bf3 13.Se4 Sf5#.
Annihilation of white pawns, Ideal-mate (A).
C0767 (Babić) 1.b8R 2.Rb7 3-5.g6 6.gxf7 7.f8Q 8.Qxf6+ exf6=; 1.b8S 2.Sc6 3-4.g5 5.gxf6
6.fxe7 7.e8B 8.Bd7+ Kxd7=. AUW (A).
C0768 (Kekely) 1.c3 2.cxb4 3-6.b8B 7-10.Bf4-xd2-xa5-d8 11-14.a8R 15.Ra5 16.Rxg5 1720.Kf3-g4-h5-h6 21.Bf6+ Sxf6=. Meredith. Excelsior. Minor promotions. Clearing of the line.
Pin stalemate (A).
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C0769 (Piet) 1-24.Ka6-b7-xc8-b7-a6-b5-c4-d3-e2-f1-xg1-f2-e3-d4-c5-xd6-e7-f8-xg8-f8-e7-d6xd5-e6 25-29.d1R 30.Rd8 cxd8Q=. Meredith. Long walk by the black king with returns.
Excelsior. Minor promotion. Ideal-stalemate (A).
C0770 (Tomašević/Green) 1.d1S 2-4.Se3-xf5-e7 5.Qc8 6.Qb8 7.S6c8 8.Bd8 13.a1B 14.Bd4
15.Ba7 16.b6 17.Ba8 18.h1R 19-21.Rc1-c7-b7 22.Kc7 23.S7d6 27.e1Q 28-30.Qh1-xh6-g7+
Rxg7=. This problem attractive points include the ordered AUW, Excelsior, every black piece
moving into position during play, and lack of extraneous white pieces at the end. Round of Pa7
(A).
C0771 (Piet) 1-25.Kb1-a2-a3--b4-xc5-d6-e7-f7-g6-h5-xh4-xh3 and back. 13-19.Kg4-f5-e6-d7c8-b8-xa8 and back again 20-25.Kb8-c8-d7-c6-xb6-c5 30.b1=S 31-5.Sb1-c3-d1-xf2-g4-e5
36.Kd4 37.Ke3 Bxe5=. Meredith. Long walk of black king with returns. Excelsior. Minor
promotion. Ideal stalemate (A).
C0772 (Piet) 1.Qg6 2.f8S 3.Se6-xd4-f5+ Kf8 6.Qg7+ Ke8 7.Sd6+ Sxd6#. Minor promotion.
Model mate (A), With the wQ on g7, there would be a switchback of the wQ (E).
C0773 (Carf/Tomašević) 1.c6 2.c7 3.Sc6+ Kd5 4.Rd8 5.Bf8 6.e4+ Rxe4 7.Bf7 8.Ke8+ Kxc6
9.c8=Q+ Sc7#. Meredith (A).
C0774 (Kekely) 1-4.Sb3-a5-xc4-xe3 5-9.c8Q 10.Qxd7 11.Qg4+ Kxe3 12.Bc1+ Qd2 13.Ka1
Qxc1#. Meredith. Clearing of the line. Zugzwang (A).
C0775 (Piet) 1-5.h8B 6-8.Be5-xf4-h2 9-13.f8B 14.Bc5 15.Bc6+ Bb7 16.Bcg1 Bxc6#.
C0776 (Piet/Tomašević) 1-5.d8B 6-8.Bxa5-xc3-d4 (circling d4-d8-a5-d4) 9-13.c8R 14-15.Rxe4
16.Rh4 17-21.e8Q 22.Qe4 23.Sh1+ Bxh1 24.Kf1 25.Qe1+ Kf3 26.Bg1 (zz) Bg2#. ¾ AUW (A).
Q0367 (Maleika) 1.Rxe7? (zz), 1…c6 2.Qxc6=, 1...c5!; 1.Ke2? (zz), 1...c6/c5/e5 2.Sc5/SxP=,
1...e6!; 1.Sc5! (zz), 1…c6/e5/e6/e2 2.Ke2/Se4/Sxe6/Rxe7=.
Q0368 (Maleika) 1.Sa3? (2.Bxd5=), 1...dxe4/bxa3 2.Bd5/Qd5=, 1...c3!; 1.Ba3! (2.Bxd5=),
1...dxe4/bxa3/c3 2.Bd5/Qxd5/Ba6=.
Q0369 (Shpakovsky) 1.Qa2+ Rxa2 2.Sd2+ Kc5 3.b4+ Kc6 4.Bb7+ Kxb7=.
Q0370 (Shpakovsky) 1.Qh3+ Kg5 2.Qg4+ Kh6 3.Bg7+ Bxg7 4.Qg6+ Bxg6 5.Sf7+ Bxf7=.
Tempo-gaining maneuver, hesitation, pin-stalemate, aristocrat (A).
Q0371 (Jones) 1.Kg4 Kh1 2.Kf4 Kg1 3.Kxe5! Kh1 4.Kd4 Kg1 5.Kc3 Kh1 6.Kd2 Kg1 7.Ke1
Kh1 8.Kxf1 e5 9.Kxe2 Kg1 10.Kd3 Kf1 11.Ke4 Ke2 12.Kf5 Kxe3 13.Kg4 Ke4 14.Kh4 Kf5
15.g4 Kg6=.
FAIRIES
Editor: Petko A. Petkov, Judge: FA & FB sections: Paz Einat
In this issue we offer you 18 originals. Pleae note that FA2071 and FA2078 demonstrate rare
conditions. A note about FA2071: the computer test is not possible, as the condition involves
finding and using illegal positions according to the rules of practical orthodox play. Here the
analysis is not very complicated, but it cannot be done by machine. In FA2078, it is first
necessary to play the whole series of "n" moves - a rather unusual introduction to the problems
involving the stipulator HS#.
Correction: SG 97, FA2046 Themis Argirakopoulos - new setting and solutions:
1r6/7p/1R2p2k/2P3pP/1K6/1p6/3Bb3/4q3, hs#2, Anti-Circe: 1.Bc3 Qa1 2.Rxe6(Rb6)+
Rxb6(Rb8)#; 1.Rb7 Ra8 2.Bxg5(Bd2)+ Qxd2(Qe1)#.
Definitions of Fairy Conditions and pieces
Anti-Mars Circe - To move without capturing, every piece is first reborn on its rebirth square
(according to the standard Circe rules) which must be empty, then it moves from that square.
Elsass Circe - Play by Circe rules, but no move should lead to the emergence of a position that
would be illegal in orthodox chess.
ser-hs#n - A Stipulation with the following rules: Black plays first, making "n" serial moves.
Then, on the "n+1"th move, follows s#1.

FA2071 Anatoly Stepochkin
RCF

W________w
[bdw1ndwi]
[dPdwdPdn]
[wdwdw4rd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[R)w)PdP)]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w
h#2 b) Ra2→g1 C- (10+7)
Elsass Circe

FA2072 Alexandr Pankratyev
RCF
W________w
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FA2073 Hubert Gockel
Germany
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[w0pHBdwI]
[0wdwGwdw]
[wdwdw!w0]
[iwdwdwdw]
[wdw$wdw4]
[hngbdwdw]
w--------w
#2
Circe
(7+10)

[wdwdrdbd]
[dn!wdPdw]
[wHpdwgwd]
[dpdwGR)w]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdwiPdw]
[ndPdwdPd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w
#2*√ Breton
(11+8)

FA2074 Kostas Prentos
Albuquerque, NM
W________w

FA2075 Armin Geister
& Daniel Papack
Germany
W________w

[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwgwiwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2½ 2 solutions (3+3)

[Kdwhwdwd]
[0ndwdpdw]
[Pdpdw!wd]
[dNdkdwdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dr0wdwgw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3 2 solutions (4+11)

FA2077 Christopher Jones
England
W________w

FA2078 Armin Geister
& Daniel Papack
Germany
W________w

Super-Circe

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[4wdqdpdw]
[wdpdwIpg]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdPdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
hs#5 2 solutions (3+8)
FB2080 Waldemar Tura

Anti-Mars Circe

[wdwdq4wh]
[dwdw0wGw]
[p0wdbdwd]
[dpdpIngw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwipdwdp]
[wdpdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-hs#9
(2+16)
Anti-Mars Circe

FB2081 Anatoly Stepochkin

Poland
RCF
W________w
W________w
[wdwdwdwd] [Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdQdw] [dp)wdwdQ]
[wdw4w)wd] [wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwiwHw] [dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd] [wdw)wdwd]
[dpdwdpIw] [0wdwdw)w]
[wdwHwdwd] [Pdw)p0p0]
[hwdwdwdw] [Iw$wdwdr]
w--------w
w--------w
hs#2 4 solutions (10+8)
h#2 b) Pf6→e6
(5+5)
QLion
c) Rd6↔Pb3, d) =c+ Pf6→e6
nNNightrider, QGrasshopper

FA2076 Mykola Vasyuchko

Ukraine
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdw0w]
[wdrdPdPd]
[dwgwIwdw]
[wdwdwdP0]
[dwiq0wdw]
[PdN0Pdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3½ 2 solutions (8+9)
FA2079 Kivanç Çefle

Turkey
W________w
[k4wgndwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[p0p0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[P)P)wdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
sd#30
(5+9)
White Maximummer

FB2082 Michael McDowell

England
W________w
[wdwdw1wd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[w!PHNdwd]
[dwdwdP)w]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
sd#3 4 solutions
(8+2)
QGrasshopper
QDouble Grasshopper
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FB2083 Alexandr Pankratyev
RCF
W________w

[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdR]
[w0bdwdwd]
[0wdwdw0w]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdp0wdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dw$Kdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3 2 solutions (3+9)
nNightrider

FB2086 Vaclav Kotěšovec

Czechia
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1wdwdwd]
[dqdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w
h#4
3 solutions (1+3)
rRoyal Rh1
qGrasshopper

FB2084 Manikumar S.
India
W________w

[wdwdniwI]
[dwdw0p4w]
[wdw0wgwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdp0wd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#3
b) bBe8
(2+12)
QGrasshopper

FB2087 Vaclav Kotěšovec

Czechia
W________w
[wdwdwdw1]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dkdBdBdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
sd-auto=15 3 solutions (5+2)
Madrasi, BBishopper
qQGrasshopper

FB2085 Mario Parrinello
Italy
W________w

[wdKhwdbd]
[drdNdw)w]
[rdwdPdwd]
[gpdwdwdw]
[wdwdNiwd]
[dwdwHpdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdR]
w--------w
hs#3 b) Rf4↔Se3 (7+9)
bBishop-Lion, rRook-Lion
NNightrider
FB2088 Vaclav Kotěšovec

Czechia
W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
[wdwdw1qd]
[dwdwdndw]
[qdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
sh=16 2 solutions (1+6)
QGrasshopper
qKangaroo, NWK

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - FAIRIES
Comments from: Author(s) (A), Editor (E)
FA2026 (Maeshima) 1.Bf3 gxf3-e4 2.Rc1 Bxc1-c3#; 1.Rf3 gxf3-f4+ 2.Kf5 Bxc3-d3#. The
wBd2 in action (A).
FA2027 (Gockel) 1.hxg4? (2.Sf3#), 1…Be3[a] 2.Qxe3[A]#, 1…Be5[b] 2.Qxe5[B]#, 1…Bh1!;
1.Qxg4! (2.Sf3#), 1…Be3[a] 2.Qe5[B]#, 1…Be5[b] 2.Qe3[A]#, 1…c4 2.Bc5#, 1…Se5 2.Sb5#,
1…Bxe4 2.Rxe4#. Reciprocal changes, specific threat, byplay and refutation. Try and key are
on the same square (A).
FA2028 (Gockel) 1.Sxf5(-c5)? (2.Sd4#), 1…Bb2[x] 2.Rxd6(-f2)#, 1…Sc7 2.Sxc7(-h1)#,
1…Bc5!; 1.Rxf2(xf5)! (2.Rf6#), 1…Bb2[x] 2.Sxc5(-d6)#, 1…Sxf2(-d5) 2.Bd5#, 1…Bxb3(-h3)
2.Bh3#, 1…Sa~ 2.Sc7#. Cycle f5-c5-d6-f2 /f2-f5-c5-d6 (abcd-dabc) of disappearing black
Pawns after the key and defense 1...Bb2. The refutation to the try is only enabled by White’s
first move. Specific byplay variations (A).
FA2029 (Argirakopoulos) a) BGL 7.72/8: 1...e7-e8S (6.72/8) 2.e2-e1R (6.72/7) Se8-f6 (4.48/7)
3.Re1-e8 (4.48/0) Sf6-g4 (2.24/0)#; b) BGL 8.83/10.9: 1...e7-e8Q (7.83/10.9) 2.a2-a1B
(7.83/9.9) Qe8-e4 (3.83/9.9) 3.Ba1-h8 (3.83/0) Qe4-g2 (1/0)#. AUW under BGL condition.
White promotions are motivated to attack enemy king in time, Black promotions to eliminate
any defensive move from bK (A).
FA2030 (Gorbatenko) a) 1.Kxd6 Sfe5 2.Ke7 Ba4 3.Qxf7+ Sxf7#; b) 1.Kxe4 Sde5 2.Kf4 Bc2
3.Qc4+ Sxc4#. A nice problem for the solvers (E).
FA2031 (Rittirsch) 1.Rxc5(xe3) Qxc5(xa1) 2.fxe1=S(xf1) Qxg1(xe1)# (not Sxc5? Qxc5(-Sg1)
2.fxe1=? ); 1.Sxa5(xa4)+ Qxa5(xg1) 2.axb1=R(xc1)+ Qxa1(xb1)# (not Rxa5? Qxa5(-Ra1)
2.axb1=? ) (Improvement of FA1953 (StrateGems No 93/2021 by the same author).

FA2032 (Prentos) a) 1...Bd1[b3=w]+ 2.Kg4«Ke2 Kf1+ 3.Kg3 Be2 4.Qd1[e2=w]+ Kg3 «Kf1#;
b) 1...Qc4[f4=w]+ 2.Kg4«Ke2 Ke1 3.Kf3 Qc1 4.Bd2[c1=w]+ Kf3«Ke1#; c) 1...Qb5[c6=w]+
2.Kf2 Kh3 3.Bf3 Qh5 4.Bg4[h5=w]+ Kf2«Kh3#; d) 1...Qe6[b6=w]+ 2.Be3 Kh4 3.Kf3 Qh6
4.Bg5[h6=w]+ Kf3«Kh4#; e) 1...Kh5 2.Kf3 Qd3[c2=w]+ 3.Kf4 Qh7 4.Bg6 [h7=w]+
Kf4«Kh5#. Five echo model mates, three in vertical and two in horizontal transformation. In
particular, two pairs of solutions end with exact echo mates, at a 90 degree reflection (twins
a=c & b=d) (A).
FA2033 (Crişan) a) 1...Rd1! 2.Ra4 Sd4 3.Kxe5 Bf5 4.Bc6+ Sxc6#; b) 1...Bd1! 2.Bh1 Sf3
3.Kxf5 Bc1 4.Rh4+ Sxh4#. In the initial position there are two black masked direct batteries
(Bb2-Se5 and Rf1-Sf5) and two indirect batteries (Bc2-Sf5 and Re1-Se5). After Black destroys
one indirect battery, White opens the line for one direct battery. Paradoxically, Black
interferes again on the battery line and White captures the former rear battery piece. The
mating moves open the newly created Black batteries: one direct (Bb2-Sd4 and Rf1-Sf3) and
one indirect (Rd1-Sd4 and Bd1-Sf3) (A).
FA2034 (Crişan) 1... Rg4 2.Rc2 Bxc2 3.Bxg4 @Rc1 4.@Rf5+ Bxf5# [4.@Rf6+?]; 1... Bc2
2.Bg4 Rxg4 3.Rxc2 @Bh3 4.@Bc4+ Rxc4# [4.@Bb5+?]. There are four indirect batteries in
the initial position (Ba7-Rc5, Re8-Be6, Rb1-Bb3 and Bh4-Rg5), which are opened in the first
four half-moves of the solutions. During the play, Black creates a new battery by pieces from
different colors wBe6-bRg5, respectively wRc5-bBb3, after the white piece is captured by the
rear battery piece and then dropped by Black. In order to force Black to mate, White must also
capture bBb3, respectively bRg5 and precisely drop the captured pieces on the squares not
guarded by bRb1, respectively bBh4. The main paradox here is that in each solution Black
must capture the piece delivering mate in the other solution - an original interpretation of
Zilahi theme! (A).
FA2035 (Pankratyev/Kirichenko) 1.f7 Kxf7+ 2.Kh5 Kg8 3.Kg6 Bg4 4.Qg7+ Rxg7#; 1.Qc5
Rh7 2.f7 Rh3 3.f8B Kf6+ 4.Qf5+ Bxf5#. Active play of the black King’s battery (A).
FB2036 (Tura) 1.Sb5 tempo Re4 (Be4?) 2.Rd7 Re8#; 1.Sc6 tempo Be4 (Re4?) 2.Rd8 Bf5#.
Black tempo, dual avoidance, unpin, battery forming, blocking, model mate by double-check
(A).
FB2037 (Petkov) a) 1.Qe5 LEf2 2.Nxf2-f7 Kxe5-b2#; b) 1.Nc6 LEa5 2.LIxa5-d8 Kxc6-a2#;
c) 1.LIf5 LEb2 2.Qxb2-f6 Kxf5-b1#. Three black pieces: Qb8, Ng4, LIh5 control the square
e8, which, if occupied by one of them, the black king cannot be mated. The solutions
demonstrate a cyclical change of functions of these black pieces: one closes the other and the
third sacrifices to attract the white king to the fields b2, a2, b1, respectively. Follow three
beautiful model mates that the white king gives to the bK because the "circe - rebirth square"
of the wK - e1 is occupied. An other important element of the white strategy is the three
sacrifices of the wLEa2 also with an idea to attract black pieces on f7(Sf7), d8(LI) and f6(Q)
respectivelly (A).
FB2038 (Petkov) 1…Na3! (1…Nxg6? and 1…Nc4? are illegal because the wN is partially
paralized by Sd7) 2.Rf8 (2.Qe5?) 2…Nxg6 3.Qe5 (3.Be5?) Ne2# (3.Nf4?? is illegal because
the wN is partially paralyzed by rSSh8); 1…Nc1! (1…Nxf7? and 1…Nd3? are illegal because
of partial paralysis through Sd7) 2.Rd8 (2.Be5?) Nxf7 3.Be5 (3.Qe5?) Nb5# (3.Nd6?? is illegal
because of partial paralysis through rSSh8). Thematic play in logical style of the partially
paralyzed wN (by the Sd7) in starting position, which plays in four(!) different directions,
performing its longest geometrical moves! After 2…Nxf7! and 2…Nxg6!, we have Annihilation
with line opening for the same N! Reciprocal interception between the bQ and the bB on e5
with partial paralysis of them by the wK. The anti-dual tries 2.Be5? and 2.Qe5? with closing of
the wN. The black Rook demonstrates distant blocks of the black royal SSh8, which impede the
defenses 4.rSSd8 (via f7) and 4.rSSf8 (via g6). Model echo-mates in Meredith form. White
minimal! (A).
FB2039 (Smotrov) 1.Kf1 Kxf3 (+Sg4) 2.Sf2 Re5 3.Me1+ Rxe1 (+Me5)#; 1.Sg1 Kf4 2.Mf1
Ke3 3.Se2+ Rxf1 (+Mf5)#. Mirror chameleon-echo mates (A).
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FB2040 (Gavrilovski) 1.Rf3[A]? (2.Qd5#[C]), 1…RHb5![x] 2.Rf4[B]? (3.Qd4[D]#) Gd5![y];
1.Rf4[B]? (2.Qd4[D]#), 1…RHd2! 2.Rf3[A]? (3.Qd5[C]#) Gg8![z]; 1.c6! (2.Rxb4+ axb4
3.Qxb4#), 1...bxa3[m] 2.Rf3[A] (3.Qd5[C]#) Gg8[z] 3.Qd4[D]#, 1...Bd3~[n] 2.Rf4[B]
(3.Qd4[D]#) Gd5[y] 3.Qxd5[C]#, 1...RHb5[x] 2.Rxb5 (3.Qc5/Rc5#) bxa3[m]/Bd3~[n]
3.Qc5/Rc5#. Deactivation of lines of black fairy pieces and change of functions of 4 white
moves (including pseudo le Grand) and of 5 five black moves (A).
FB2041 (Kotěšovec) 1.Be4 2.Bc2 3.Gc1 4.Bc3 5.Bh8 6.Bg6 7.Gg7 8.Kg2 9.Kf3 10.Ge3
11.Ke2 12.Ge1 13.Kd1 14.Bd3+ Kxd3=; 1.Kg1 2.Kf2 3.Ge2 4.Bh1 5.Gg2 6.Ke3 7.Gd3 8.Kd2
9.Kc1 10.Bd2 11.Ge1 12.Gb1 13.Gdd1 14.Bc3 Kxc3=. Chameleon-echo of all pieces including
bishops! (A).
FB2042 (Kotěšovec) 1.Rcc7 2.Gc8 3.Rcg7 4.Gg8 5.Rg1 6.Rhg3 7.Gg2 8.Rg4 9.Gh4 10.Gh1
11.Gf1 12.Kh1 13.Rh2 14.Gch3 15.Rd4+ Kxd4; 1.Re7 2.Rhh7 3.Kh3 4.Kg4 5.Gh4 6.Kh5
7.Gh6 8.Kg6 9.Gg7 10.Kf7 11.Kg8 12.Kh8 13.Rg8 14.Gcf8 15.Re4 Kxe4=. Exact chameleon
echo of 7 pieces (A).
FB2043 (Tritten) 1.Sh4 nBg6+ 2.nSexg6(»nBg6) nSf4(nBg6)‡ (3.nSf4xnBg6??); 1.Sg5 nRh3+
2.nBxh3(»nRh3) nBg4(nRh3)# (3.nBg4xnRh3??); 1.Kh4 nSxf3(»Sf3)+ 2.nRxf3(»nSf3)
nRh3(nSf3)# (3.nRh3xnSf3??). A cycle of sacrifices, captures, and specific double-check
batteries (A).

RETROS AND PROOF GAMES
Editor: Kostas Prentos
Judges: Retros: Ladislav Belcsak Proof Games: Ladislav Belcsak

The spring issue comes with a hefty number of original retros and proof games. The regular
Anti-Circe Retractors are accompanied by a Rebus and an orthodox classical retro. The fairy
piece of R0360 (Princess) combines the moves of Bishop and Knight. The stipulation of
R0361 is: “Each letter represents a different type of piece. Uppercase is one color, lowercase is
the other. Determine the position and the last move! In twin b) the position is mirrored
horizontally.” (i.e. a↔h files are reflected, b↔g, etc).
Six orthodox and four fairy originals make up the PG section. P0530 is the correction of the
cooked P0513 (see the cook report in SG97). P0539 is based on the opening moves of
P1000515 by Noam Livnat that was found to be cooked. As always, all the fairy definitions are
available online at the StrateGems website. Six of the PG originals are fully computer tested:
P0530, P0532, P0535 through P0538.

R0358 Andreas Thoma

Germany
w________w
[bdwdw$w1]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wiwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[$wdwIrdw]
w--------w
-4 & #1 (Proca)
(3+6)
Anti-Circe (Type Cheylan)

R0359 Andreas Thoma

Germany
w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdn)w]
[wdQdn0qd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwHw]
w--------w
-4 & #1 (Proca)
(4+5)
Anti-Circe (Type Calvet)
QGrasshopper

R0360 Andreas Thoma

Germany
w________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbdbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w
-5 & #1 (Proca)
(2+3)
Anti-Circe (Type Calvet)
bBPrincess

R0361 Nina Omelchuk,
Andrey Frolkin & Jeff Coakley
Ukraine/Canada, “Reflect”
W________w

r
R E
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
f
e e t t
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
f
c
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
C c
[wdwdwdwd]
C C C C C C F
[dwdwdwdw]
F
E L T
w--------w
See text!
P0531 Kevin Begley &

Kostas Prentos, USA
w________w
[rhb1kgQ4]
[0p0p0p0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)PhNdw]
[P)wHP)P)]
[dwGRIBdR]
w--------w
PG 9½
(16+16)

Contra Parrain Circe

P0534 Michel Caillaud &

Allan Bell, France/Ireland
w________w
[wdw4wgn4]
[0piw0p0p]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[bdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdqdn]
[P)PdP)P)]
[$NGQIBHR]
w--------w
PG 13½
(16+16)
#Color

P0537 Unto Heinonen
Finland
w________w

[rhwdkdwd]
[0pdw0pdw]
[wdR0wGwd]
[dN0wdw0w]
[wdR!Bdwd]
[)P)P)P)P]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwIwdw]
w--------w
PG 20
(16+10)

R0362 Thierry Le Gleuher
Canada
w________w

[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdQ0p4P]
[wdp0Ndp1]
[dwdwdw0r]
[wdwdwdBi]
[)PdPdwdP]
[R$PdPdw)]
[HwdwdwIw]
w--------w
Release the position! (15+11)
P0532 Paul Monsky

Waltham, MA
w________w
[wdwhwdwi]
[hp0p0w0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)P)w)P)]
[$NGwIBHR]
w--------w
PG 12
(13+8)
P0535 Kostas Prentos

Albuquerque, NM
w________w
[whwdkdn4]
[dw0wdpgw]
[p0w0pdp0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Ndwdwdb1]
[dw)w)wdw]
[P)Pdw)w)]
[$NdwIwdR]
w--------w
PG 14
(12+15)
P0538 Silvio Baier
Germany

w________w
[whqiwdwd]
[dp0bdwgp]
[w4pdwhw4]
[hwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdP)wdwd]
[$NGQIBHR]
w--------w
PG 26½
(10+15)

P0530 Allan Bell &
Michel Caillaud, Ireland/France
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w________w
[rdwdwdn4]
[0p0w0pGp]
[wdwdndwd]
[dwdwIwdP]
[k1w)wdbd]
[dpdPdwdw]
[PdwdN)P)]
[$NdQdBdR]
w--------w
PG 9½
(15+14)
Point Reflection, #Color
P0533 Kostas Prentos

& Kevin Begley, USA
w________w
[qhb4wgnd]
[0p0k0wdp]
[w0pdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[w)P)P)P)]
[$NGQIBHR]
w--------w
PG 12
(15+16)
Circe Parrain

P0536 Unto Heinonen

Finland
w________w
[wdk4wdn4]
[dp1wdw0p]
[n0wdwdwd]
[0w$pdbdQ]
[wdBdw)wd]
[gPdwdNdw]
[w)PdwdP)]
[dNGwdRIw]
w--------w
PG 17
(14+14)
P0539 Paul Rãican
Romania
After Noam Livnat

w________w
[QdndkdwH]
[dpdwdpdw]
[Bdw0p$pd]
[)w$wgPdw]
[wdpGw4w0]
[dP4P)wdb]
[wdPdwdPd]
[hwdwINdq]
w--------w
PG 27
(15+15)

88

SG96 (October – December 2021) Solutions - RETROS & PROOF
GAMES
Comments by: Author (A), Editor (E), Andreas Thoma (AT)
*R0290 (Crişan/Wenda) Bojan Bašić found a nasty cook to this 1st-2nd prizewinner from
2018. Retract: 8.Kd5-e4 Bh7-g8+ 9.Kd4-d5 Bc1-b2+ 10.Ke3-d4 Bb2-c1+ 11.Kd3-e3 Bg8-h7+
12.Kc4-d3 Bh7-g8+ 13.Kc3-c4 Bc1-b2+ 14.Kd2-c3 Bb2-c1+ 15.Bh5-e2 Kg2-h3+ 16.Kd3-d2
Bg8-h7+ 17.Kc4-d3 Bh7-g8+ 18.Kd4-c4 Bc1-b2+ 19.Ke3-d4 Bb2-c1+ 20.Ke4-e3 Bg8-h7+
21.Kd5-e4 Bh7-g8+ 22.Ke5-d5 Bc1-b2+ 23.Kf4-e5 Bb2-c1+ 24.Kf5-f4 Bg8-h7+ 25.Ke6-f5
Bh7-g8+ 26.Kf6-e6 Bc1-b2+ 27.Kg5-f6 Bb2-c1+ 28.Kg6-g5 Bg8-h7+ 29.Kf7-g6 Bh7-g8+
30.Kg7-f7 Bc1-b2+ 31.Kh6-g7 Bb2-c1+ 32.Be8-h5 Kh3-g2+ 33.Kg6-h6 Bg8-h7+ 34.Kf7-g6
Bh7-g8+ 35.Kf6-f7 Bc1-b2+ 36.Kg5-f6 Bb2-c1+ 37.Kf5-g5 Bg8-h7+ 38.Ke6-f5 Bh7-g8+
39.Ke5-e6 Bc1-b2+ 40.Ke4-e5 Bg8-h7+ 41.Ke3-e4 Bb2-c1+ 42.Ke2-e3 Kg2-h3+ 43.b7-b8S &
1.bxa8B(+wBf1)#. The authors are working on a correction that will likely appear as a new
original.
R0348 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Kh1-g1 Sf3(g2)xQh4/Sf3xQh2(+bSb8)++ 2.Qe1-h4/Qe2-h2 Qa8c6+ [or 2...Rg7-h7+ 3.Bd8-a5] 3.Bc3-a5 & 1.Qe8#.
R0349 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Bb4-c5 Kh8-g7+ 2.a6xPb7(+wPb2) c3xQb2(+bPb7)+ [The only
choice for Black!] 3.Qf2-b2 & 1.Qf8#.
R0350 (Wenda/Bašić) Retract: a) 1.Rc7xBc3(+wRa1) Ba1(b2)-c3+ 2.Kf6xSg5(+wKe1) Bd6e5+ 3.RLe8xBh8(+wRLh8) Bf8-d6+ 4.Kf5-f6 & 1.Kg4+ RLxe8(+bRLe1)# [Note that on the
2nd move White cannot uncapture any other black piece: Uncapturing bP/bB/bQ gives an illegal
position. If
2.Kf6xRg5(+wKe1), the forward move 1.Kg4+ is not possible, while
2.Kf6xRLg5(+wKe1) fails due to 3...RLg7-g5+!] b) 1.Kb8xRc8(+wKe1) Rc7-c8++
2.RLe8xRLh8(+wRLh8)
RLc8(d8)-g8+
3.RLe4xRLe7
(+wRLe8)
RL~-c8(d8)+
4.Rg5xQg3(+wRa1) & 1.Rh5+ Kxh5(+bKe8)# [This does not work in the twin a because of
2...RLc8-g8+! and 3...RLc4-c8+!!, leading to 1.Rh5+ Kxh5(+bKe8)+ 2.RLxc4(+wRLc8)! in
the forward play.] c) 1.Rg2xQg1(+wRa1) Qh2-g1+ 2.Ke1xBf2(+wKe1) Bg1-f2+
3.Kg7xQf8(+wKe1)
RLd8-g8+
4.RLh3xPh7(+wRLh8)
&
1.RLxh1(+wRLh8)+
RLxh8(+bRLh1)#. A "triplet" is a novelty in Anti-Circe defensive retractors. There are 3
"unidentical" solutions; only the intensive play of Rook-Lions is a connecting element. Thus
one single solution does not provide any clue to the other ones (A), This is a great problem,
even if the three solutions (every one brilliant) have nothing in common. The construction is far
from easy and shows the possibilities when dealing with fairy pieces in Proca; here the RookLions are playing baffling moves. (AT).
R0351 (Thoma) Retract: a) 1.Ke2xPf2(+wKe1) S~-g3+ 2.Ke1-e2 f3-f2+ 3.Kc3xPd4(+wKe1)
d5-d4+ 4.a3xRb4(+wPb2) Rb2-b4+ 5.h7-h8B & 1.h8Q#; b) 1.Kc2xRb3(+wKe1) d4-d3+
2.Kc3-c2 d5-d4+ 3.h7-h8B Rb4-b3+ 4.c2xRb3(+wPb2) Rb2-b3+ 5.e3-e4 & 1.h8Q#.
R0352 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Ke1xPf2(+wKe1) f3-f2+ 2.Ke1xRf1(+wKe1) Rf2-f1
3.Kc2xPb3(+wKe1) b4-b3+ 4.Kd2-c2 Rf1-f2+ 5.Ke1-d2 Rf2-f1+ 6.Kc6xBb7(+wKe1) Bc8-b7
7.c2-c3 & 1.Sb6#.
P0519 (Tritten) 1.e4 h5 2.Qxh5(+bPe2) Rh6 3.Qxh6(+bRe3) exf1Q(+wBe2)#.
P0520 (Argirakopoulos) 1.d3 Sf6 2.Kc3 Se6 3.d3-e1 Sf4 4.e1-d2 Sh5 5.Qe1 Sf6 6.Kd1 Sg8.
Platzwechsel between wK and wQ, specific Point Reflection Rundlauf for wPd2 and bSg8 (A).
P0521 (Mikitovics/Tar) 1.c4 f5 2.c5 f4 3.c6 f3 4.cxb7 fxg2 5.bxa8B gxf1S 6.Bg2 Sxh2 7.Sf3
Sg4 8.0-0 Se3 9.Kh2 Sxf1+ 10.Kh3 Sxd2 11.Qg1 Sf1 12.Bxf1. A promoted piece makes a
roundtrip and returns to the promotion square, where it will be captured by a Pronkin piece
(E).
P0522 (Buchanan) 1.Sf3 d5 2.Rg1 d4 3.Sxd4 a5 4.Sb3 Qxd2+ 5.Bxd2 Ra6 6.Qc1 Re6 7.Kd1
Rxe2 8.Be1 Re4 9.S1d2 Ra4 10.Bc4 Rxa2 11.Sf1 Ra4 12.Ra3 Rb4 13.Sa1 a4 14.Ba2 Rh4
15.Bb1 Rxh2 16.Rh3 Rh1 17.Rhxh1. After Cedric Lytton, P1389511 (A).

P0523 (Caillaud) 1.b4 h5 2.b5 Rh6 3.b6 Rg6 4.bxc7 Rg3 5.cxb8DU Qa5 6.hxg3 Qxa2 7.d4 h4
8.d5 h3 9.d6 h2 10.dxe7 d5 11.Bf4 Bh3 12.e3 Kd7 13.e8DU Bd6 14.Qg4+ Kc7 15.Qd7+ Kxb8
16.g4 Sf6 17.Bg3 Sxe8. Two Dummy Schnoebelens (A), A rare case of a fairy PG, in which the
Schnoebelen theme is harder to achieve than under orthodox rules. Impeccable technique (E).
P0524 (Heinonen) 1.d4 Sc6 2.Bg5 Se5 3.Bf6 Sf3(Pd4=b, Ph2=b, Sg1=b)+ 4.exf3 exf6 5.Bc4
Se2 6.Rf1 h1Q 7.Qd3 Qh5 8.Qe4(Pb7=w, Pd4=w, Ph7=w, Se2=w)+ Se7 9.b8S Ba6 10.Be6 Sc8
11.Sg3 Be2 12.Kd2 Bd1 13.Kd3 Qb5(Pb2=b, Sb8=b)+ 14.c4 Bc5 15.a3 Rf8 16.h8Q a5 17.Qh6
Ra6 18.Qc1 bxc1B 19.Qe3 Qb2 20.Bh3(Bc1=w)+ Re6 21.Qd2 Re2 22.Qxb2. White Pronkin
Bishop and black Pronkin Knight. White and black Ceriani/Frolkin Queens with invisible
captures. The themes are realized by the fairy condition (A).
P0525 (Mikitovics) 1.e4 d5 2.e5 d4 3.e6 d3 4.exf7+ Kd7 5.fxg8R dxc2 6.d4 cxb1S 7.d5 Sc3
8.d6 Ke6 9.dxe7 Sd7 10.e8B Be7 11.Bh5 Sf8 12.Bg4+ Kf7 13.Qd5+ Ke8 14.Bd3 Se2 15.Bg5
Sf4 16.Se2 a5 17.0-0 a4 18.Rfc1 a3 19.Rc6 axb2 20.a4 Ra5 21.Ra2 Rc5 22.a5 h5 23.a6 h4
24.a7 h3 25.a8Q Rh4 26.Qa4 b1R+ 27.Qd1 Rb3 28.Bb1 Rd3. AUW-Bristol-PlatzwechselPronkin-Rundlauf (A).

Notable Composers – Julia Vysotska
I was born in Riga, Latvia, in 1972 and was lucky to spend my childhood and school time in the
Embassy area of town with a high concentration of Art Nouveau (Jugendstil) buildings dated
from between 1904 and 1914. Maybe this surrounding was the reason for my deep attachment
to my town. And maybe a sense of aesthetics I have about chess problems, websites,
decorations for events or gifts, came from that time. I have never considered living anywhere
else.
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Three important things happened during my 10 years of school, 1979-1989: I learned to play
chess in the first year of school. It was the only year of chess classes. (I didn’t have any
interest beyond playing chess with family at home); The last two years of school I was in a
mathematic class. Deeper, more advanced mathematics was significant for my development
and future direction; As an extra class, I took “computer’s operator”. The technical job was
replacing tapes and disks in the Computers Department of a big factory, but at the same time I
tried (and liked!) computer programming for the first time.
In 1995 I finished Riga Technical University with Masters Degree in computer sciences.
Before that, a combination of private contacts and a wish to be a part of the moment when IT
technologies started to come to Latvia, brought me a position at one of the first Internet
companies in Riga, LvNet-Teleport, in 1993. I was doing customer support and programming
for company needs - billing and statistical system, with a wonderful team. On Fridays after
work we partied, sang and danced.
Later, some changes in the company, and my private life, brought me to a different field. It
was inspiring to learn something new, to use my computer knowledge for being more efficient
in finance and accounting. Since 1999 I’m in finance, currently Financial Manager in Proact IT
Latvia, a part of Proact IT Group AB. Still in IT, still doing a little programming for my own
needs, but missing real programming. Perhaps, this is the reason why chess composition has
attracted me so easily!
The beginning of the 21st century has been a time of good income, arranging a new
apartment, and getting into another passion – horse riding! Training, riding in the woods,
visiting different stables, and taking classes on natural horsemanship.
My two daughters, Daniela and Dominika, were born in July 2004 and February 2008. I
never stopped working, but after work all my free time was spent with them. By the end of
2010, my younger daughter Dominika was old enough to play with Daniela, and suddenly
there was some spare time! ☺
N°1 Iļja Ketris
Problem Online 2004
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[wdp0wdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwipdPd]
[)wdwHw)w]
[K$wdPdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
w--------w
#2
(9+5)

N°2 Julia Vysotska
Special Prize
2nd Bulgarian Wine Ty., Jesi ‘11
W________w

[wgwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwGw0wd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[w)Biwdwd]
[dwHw0pdw]
[wdwdqHwI]
[dwdbdwdw]
w--------w
h#2
(6+9)
Chameleons on b8, d6, e2, f2

N°3 Julia Vysotska
Commendation
14th Sabra Ty., Jesi 2011
W________w

[Bdwdw4wg]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIbGpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[RdNhwdNd]
[dwdwdwip]
[wdp0wdwd]
[4wdqdwdw]
w--------w
h#2 2 solutions (6+11)

In 2010, a friend and an ex-colleague, Iļja Ketris, mentioned he was preparing to go to Crete for
the World Congress of Chess Composition. Out of curiosity I asked: what’s that? He didn’t
explain much but offered to send me a chess problem to solve, just a mate in 2. (I have to repeat:
I never was a chess player, could just play with some friends of the same zero+ level ☺). To my
shame, I couldn’t solve it for several hours and finally asked for help (N°1 Solution: 1.Qa1! (zz),
1...Kc3 2.Rc2#, 1...Kxe3 2.Qg1#, 1...Ke5 2.Rb5#, 1...Kc5 2.Se6#, 1...c5 2.Rb3#. The key gives
two flights. Black King’s cross.).

I asked for another problem and received a helpmate, something new – a partnership instead of
chess battle! I was fascinated by the play in helpmates, especially with several solutions
perfectly thematically matching. I saw it as a wonderful surprise: when you find one, you can
practically “see” the other one, as the picture on the stereogram when focusing your eyes in a
right way! Who can create such things?! Very special people!
Up to the summer of 2011, I was solving chess problems found in databases, mostly looking
for h#2 problems with high distinctions. I enjoyed solving, always having a small magnetic
chess board in my bag, using the time while waiting for my children from some
classes/sections, or in the late evening at home.
Looking back after composing about 150 problems, I’m not sure if I’d recall a half of them
at all! The first ones are a different story I still remember so clearly.
On a grey rainy day at the beginning of July I was looking at another chess problem to
solve. Why was it so simple? Even an amateur like me could compose such a problem! Maybe
better? Perhaps I should try that? The idea (thematic content) of my first chess problem started
to crystallize in my head. Fate was even kinder to me! When I announced my crazy idea to
compose to Iļja, he suggested looking at the official website of upcoming WFCC Congress,
where some thematic competitions for chess problems might already be announced. I did. Only
one thematic competition was announced at the moment, 2nd Bulgarian Wine, a helpmate but
with Chameleon Pieces. At that time I didn’t know there’s Fairy chess. I didn’t care, it was just
a kind of trick to use such a changeable piece in addition to the standard ones! What to do? I
had one month for my first try! It was Iļja again, who told me about cooks, about Popeye for
testing problems. For some days I felt it is more complicated to understand how Popeye works
than to compose a problem! ☺. Finally the problem was composed and sent to Diyan
Kostadinov, the director of the tournament. Thus, around 10 years ago, in the summer of 2011,
I’ve composed my first chess problem, a Fairy problem, and it was accepted for the
tournament! (N°2 Solution: 1.Qa2(bS) Sh3(wB) 2.Sxc3(bB) Bg4(wR)#; 1.Bc7(bR) Bf8(wR)
2.Rxc4(bQ) Rxf6(wQ)#)
Euphoric about the one finished problem I was looking for more… Aha, Sabra! Yes, yes, a
helpmate without any unclear terms! But just 2 days before the deadline. Amazing, but during
the next 10 years I never before had so much passion and energy to compose. All day, during
the night up to 4 in the morning, several hours of sleep, and continuing again in the office,
asking others not to bother me because I had to finish a chess problem for the international
tournament… The Congress announcement said that the problems had to be given to Paz Einat,
the director. Iļja was present at the Congress, and ready to receive my problem by email and to
submit. Going home from the office, I received a note that the problem was accepted, and that
Paz was surprised about a female name above the diagram (N°3 Solution: 1.Sf3 Sce3 2.Se1
Sf1#; 1.Bxc4 Bxd4 2.Bf7 Bf2#).
My very first composed problems got into the awards. It was a motivation for further
composing! The comments from the awards became my first theoretical knowledge.
Chess composition wouldn’t be the same without the people in it.
My first judge, Diyan Kostadinov, played a role in directing me to the next steps. He
introduced me to Petko Petkov, who became my first real teacher, the one who made me work
hard, and to whom I remain grateful for the result!
My composing (helpmates only) was intuitive at the beginning, based on limited experience
from solving. Mostly it was about thematic identity of the solutions. After WCCC 2011 I got
to know about batteries, pins, sacrifices… and my next helpmates were the realization of those
new theoretical discoveries. ☺
Battery mate was my first one on the list. And N°4 is the problem I still like, not only
because of the content, but also because of the process. The first problems are those imprinted
in memory. Solutions: 1.Se2 Re4 2.Kc6 Rb4#; 1.Se6 Be5 2.Kc5 Bc7#.
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N°4 Julia Vysotska
The Problemist Supp. 2012
W________w

N°5 Julia Vysotska
1st Pr., Miniatures Sect.
Julia’s Fairies 2014/I
W________w

N°6 Julia Vysotska
1st-2nd Prize
A.Petkov-100 MT 2014-15
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdbdwdw]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[qdwdwhRI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w
h#2 2 solutions
(5+5)

[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdw4w]
w--------w
h#2 2 solutions
(1+5)

[wdwdwdw4]
[dwIwgn4w]
[whwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Pdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[iwdBdNdR]
w--------w
hs#3½ 2 solutions (6+8)

Anti-Andernach, Take & Make,
Anti-Take & Make, nNightrider

Anti-Andernach, Take & Make
nNNightrider

In general, I especially like Knights (maybe because of my love of horses). However, I gave a
concrete task to myself: (1) a combination of B/R and R/B (two thematically connected
solutions); (2) a move by the black King, as from the solving experience I knew that a problem
becomes more complicated for solving if a King makes a move - so, I had to have it!
There is a forest park near home. One evening I was on roller skates, smelling the autumn’s
wood and planning my chess problem. I had an unclear idea and needed it to settle in my mind.
I knew that after coming home I would put the pieces on the board and see the details. For
several weeks the forest was giving me ideas for improvements. This was a problem with the
scent of falling leaves… (N°4). “It’s not a shame to send it to some magazine!” (Iļja Ketris). I
sent it to the Problemist Supplement and it was published in March 2012.
After several more helpmates I discovered an important negative element: the possibility of
anticipations! It made me accept Petko Petkov’s suggestion to turn to Fairies with more
possibility of originality. My first reaction was? “Fairies? No, I’m not ready!” – “But you have
already composed a fairy problem, with Chameleons”.
The next year I composed simple problems and discovered many new fairy pieces and
conditions, starting with Grasshopper, Nightrider and Chinese pieces. I still quite often used
Chameleon pieces. I believe that was also the time when Take & Make condition was getting
“fashionable”, so I jumped in, and still like it very much. Helpselfmate has occupied the place
of my initially favorite - helpmate. And tasty Neutral pieces – so crazy at first glance –
enchanted me!
In February 2012 I gladly accepted the invitation to go to Sofia for Petko Petkov’s 70th
jubilee with the chance to meet some other composers for the first time! I listened to Petko,
Andrey Selivanov and Diyan Kostadinov discussing some selfmate on the board, moving pieces
so quickly and understanding each other. It was as if they were speaking a strange language ☺
Half of my composed problems belong to 2012. Then it went slower, not only because of
higher criteria to myself, but because of jumping into some different projects.
Julia’s Fairies project (juliasfairies.com) – the name was suggested by Petko – I started it in
April, 2012. And publishing original problems since summer, 2012. It started to eat my time
quickly! My education of 20 years ago helped me a bit, but still it was my first website. I had no
experience in web design or web programming, and each step required some learning. IT is
rapidly developing and changing, thus the maintenance and upgrades are constant. In the
summer of 2014, with the help of Dmitri Turevski, animation of solutions was implemented on
JF. In the summer of 2020 the whole website was upgraded with some improved functionalities
and look.
Editors know that publishing each problem takes work. It might be 10 minutes, it might be
up to several hours if some additional studing/testing/communication with the composer are
needed. The most complicated and emotional job for an editor is to find a judge!

You cannot promise to have an exceptional competition which would be an honor for the judge
to be invited to.
In 2012, for my first informal tournament, it was K.Seetharaman’s suggestion to invite
Shankar Ram. And he accepted. Since that time Shankar is a great supporter of JF! As of now
he has judged three informal tournaments, with a swift award for the second half of 2021,
published on January 1st, 2022! Since autumn of 2020, Shankar is leading a Fairy Chess
Classification project (FCCP) on JF.
I don’t remember when it was when I saw for the first time the abbreviation “JF” mentioned
in some discussion on MatPlus website. Most probably, around 2013-2014. This April JF
celebrates its 10th year! The site is known as JF, a sign of popularity! The number of problems
published on JF is coming close to 1700, and I know my tiredness is part of the price.
In the spring of 2013 I’ve accepted an invitation to become a webmaster of the WFCC
website. At first I felt it to be a big honor. It is also work.
Composing became a deserved prize between working on two websites.
My No.500 on JF is still the one which took me the longest time to compose, about a month.
Being computer-oriented, I had all around me pieces of paper with possible combinations of
moves for each piece for my Ideal mates (N°5 Solution: 1.Be5(wB) Bxh8-b5(+bNd6)
2.Rg6(wR) Rxd6-f5(+bNe4)#; 1.Ne2(wN) Nxg1-g6(+bRc1) 2.Bf4(wB) Bxc1-h1(+bRc5)#).
“An outstanding dynamic composition, which received perfect scores both for technical merit
and artistic value.” (Vlaicu Crişan, the judge). It is still among my favorites.
Vlaicu, whom I finally met in person during the Congresses in Vilnius (2019) and Rhodes
(2021), is a positive and smiling person. As if bringing sunshine coming with his support,
Vlaicu is already 3rd time judging JF’s tournament in 2022.
Since 2015 I’ve been more successful with HS# problems than with H# (N°6 Solution:
1...Bg5(wB) 2.Nb3(bN) Nxg5-h6+ 3.Kxb6-h3 Nb5(wN) 4.Bxb3-d4+ Nxd4-g1#; 1...Ng5(wN)
2.Bb3(bB) Bxg5-h7+ 3.Kxd6-h4 Nf4(wN) 4.Nxb3-c2+ Bxc2-e1#). There’re two reasons: On
the “plus” side, it is because of my general approach to composing. In most cases my initial
ideas are about mating position, and then some decoration around it, on the way to it. In the
case of helpselfmate the mating position becomes kind of doubled - more of my creativity in
one problem. On the “minus” side, I’m better with ideas than technical realization. Getting out
the cooks in a helpmate longer than two-moves is a hard task for me. Helpselfmates are less
cook-prone in their essence, and afford a possibility of using stronger pieces making long
moves.
N°7 Julia Vysotska
Prize
15th Japanese Sake, 2015
W________w

[wdwdwdbd]
[dpdKdwdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dPdniwdw]
[wdwdwdw4]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2 Back-To-Back (2+6+3)
b) Face-To-Face

N°8 Julia Vysotska
1st Prize
Petkov-75 JT, 2016-17
W________w

[w$wdN4wd]
[dwdwdw1p]
[B)wdwdwd]
[dwip0wdw]
[wdwdbdw)]
[dRdwdwdK]
[wdw!qdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
hs#2½ 2 solutions (8+8)
Anti-Andernach, Eiffel
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N°9 Julia Vysotska
4th Prize
Julia’s Fairies 2018-II
W________w

[wdwdw$wd]
[dBdrdwdw]
[P)wdkdwd]
[hKdw0Ndw]
[wdw0pdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3½ b) wSb6 (6+7)
Half-neutral wBb7, bRd7
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In March 2015, on a business trip to Stockholm I met Kjell Widlert and Paz Einat (temporarily
living in Uppsala, close to Stockholm). I already knew Kjell as a composer and as a JF’s judge
(2014), and so it was nice to meet him in person! To my surprise, Paz still remembered my first
submission to Sabra, turning my thoughts back to the beginning. I felt like a beginner at that
time and probably still am.
In 2015, at the WCCC in Ostróda, was my 5th participation in WCCC’s thematic composing
tournaments, and my first participation in the Congress! It was nice to meet so many people
face-to-face. I couldn’t remember everybody from the first meeting as well as I wished. Name
badges weren’t used for that Congress, so all I could do was ask Latvian delegate, Iļja Ketris,
who is who 🙂It was great pleasure to receive so many warm and kind words! Unfortunately, I
was busy judging the thematic tournament I offered for that Congress (1st RIGA BLACK
BALSAM TT; half-neutral pieces), and had to spend most of the days analyzing problems. I
never went to sleep before 2am, had to skip the excursion, and on Friday morning stayed up till
4am to finish the Award. Excitement and fear about my first award, the ceremony and the
speech, kept me awake.
Before the Congress I composed five problems for two fairy tournaments. Nothing compares
with the feeling of being a prize winner while there! And I still keep the bottles of Romanian
Tzuika and Japanese Sake as my first trophies.
The Back-to-Back condition, first presented by Tadashi Wakashima in Japanese Sake, Bern
2014, gave me some awarded problems. In the autumn of 2014 I continued to work with that
condition, and my work was rewarded with the 2nd Prize in Fairy section of FIDE World Cup in
Composing 2015 (also judged by Tadashi). And in Ostróda the neutral pieces came in addition
to this condition (as if especially for me!) (N°7 Solution: a) 1.Ra1 nBb1-a2 2.Rb4 nBa2xa1#; b)
1.Rh8 nBc2-h7 2.Rb6 nBh7xh8#).
With all the motivation I had for composing, I had less and less of time for it. The number of
composed problems per year dropped down to some 3-5 maximum, mostly for thematic
composing tournaments. In 2016 it was Petko Petkov 75JT. The combination of Eiffel Chess (I
tried for the first time) and Anti-Andernach turned out to be quite interesting (N°8 Solution:
1...Bf3(wB) 2.Rc3(bR) Qh2(wQ) 3.Qxc3+ Rxf3#; 1...Rf5(wR) 2.Bc8(bB) Qg3(wQ) 3.Rxc8+
Bxf5#). I was successful with my three entries, and I hoped to keep working with that
combination of conditions, but it still hasn’t happened ☺
The same year, I turned my attention to the development of chess composition in Latvia,
starting with solvers. There was a group of 5-7 enthusiastic solvers from the old times, “the old
guard”, who gathered once a year for Latvian Championship in solving.
To warm up Latvian chess society, I pushed Iļja to organize ECSC in Riga in 2017.
Announcements on Latvian Chess Federation website, visiting chess clubs and camps,
organizing ISC 2017 with about 30 chess players taking part in solving… all those preparatory
steps had some effect. Some juniors and girls joined the company. Among them is Laura
Rogule, Latvian chess player, Woman GM, who won the Latvian chess championship for
women ten times (from 2003 to 2020). She quickly became one of the best Latvian solvers as
well, competing with men, while having four small children! Since that time we have regular
rated solving competitions in Latvia. The pandemic of 2020-21 years reduced it a lot, but we’re
recovering and finding our way. In August of 2021 I organized a Latvian championship in my
own house, having places inside and also in the garden.
Somehow, I’m influenced by seasonal changes. Being the most romantic time for me,
autumn also brings me more creativity and pushes me into new projects or adventures, more
intensive work and more successful. At the end of 2018 I jumped back into composing, and it
brought me a great reward at the end of 3-years cycle (N°9 Solution: a) 1...hnRd7-d8=nh
2.nhnRd8-d5=wh Sa5-c6 3.hnBb7-c8=nh+ nhnBc8-d7=bh 4.hnRd5-d6=nh+ nhnRd6-d5=bh#;
b) 1...hnRd7-c7=nh 2.hnBb7-a8=nh nhnRc7-c4=bh 3.nhnBa8-c6=wh Sa5-b7 4.hnBc6-d5=nh+
nhnBd5-c6=bh# and N°10 Solution: 1.Bd7 Bd4 2.Bd3[c2=b][e2=w]+ Sb4[d3=b][d5=w]#;
1.Bb7 Rd4 2.Sc3[e2=w]+ Rc4[c3=b]#).

N°10 Julia Vysotska
2nd Prize
Julia’s Fairies 2018-II

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[BdKdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdwdkgwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[wdNdpdwd]
[dwdNdwgw]
w--------w
hs#2 2 solutions (6+6)
Masand

N°11 Julia Vysotska
3rd Commendation
Julia’s Fairies 2019-II
Ded. to Marjan Kovačević

W________w
[wdb4wdwd]
[)wGwdwdw]
[pIwdwdwd]
[$R0wdwdw]
[pgwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dw4wdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3½ b) Pc5→c6 (7+8)
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N°12 J.Vysotska &
M.Kovačević, 1st-2nd Prize
Superproblem 2019 TT
W________w

[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwHwdwdw]
[wiwdpdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdwH]
[dwHKdwdw]
w--------w
hs#3½ 2 sols. (4+2+4)
NNightrider

Latvian solvers had to feel my fairy orientation! Helpselfmates problem were added to the
standard list of problems for Latvian solving championships from 2018. I gladly composed
some HS# problems for those championships (later published on JF). For the Latvian solving
championship, 2019, I asked Marjan Kovačević for some orthodox two-movers first, but the
“orthodox composer” composed HS# problems too. I am ambitious and competitive enough, so
in few days I made my own and sent it to Marjan. He replied that he couldn’t find any technical
improvement! What can be better to hear from a GM? (N°11 Solution: a) 1...Rd4 2.Bd6 Be1
3.Bxc5 Rb4 4.Bf2+ Bxf2#; b) 1...Be7 2.Rc5 Rh8 3.Rxc6 Bd8 4.Rh6+ Rxh6#). Other composers
who sent their originals for Latvian championships were: Igor Agapov, Christopher Jones,
Petko Petkov, Steffen Nielsen, Vlaicu Crişan & Eric Huber. Thank you!
Since 2019 I’m leading the Latvian Chess Problem society and managing the website for our
local events (https://chessproblem.lv/) and representing Latvia as a delegate to WFCC.
In 2019 and 2020 I took part in organizing a very ambitious ISC tournament in UAE. The
exotics of the country, different meetings, the responsibility, a lot of hard work… but being in
front of about two hundred solvers of different nationalities in a big hall, watching the
ceremonial opening with a Sheikh’s family, cameras all around, it was not the same shy me as
10 years ago.
Any project is easier to begin being initially motivated, euphoric or excited. The hard part is
to keep it going at the same level. I want to keep JF on the level of one of the best fairy
websites, have WFCC website updated in time, care for Latvian solvers, of YCCC... after office
work and between some family activities. “Why do you always have to work without free
days?” - my daughter asked once. “Because I was crazy enough to accept it all long ago,
because of my ambitions, because I want my projects to last?”
2019-2021 - Composing a few problems, if the theme of the thematic tournament is too
inviting to miss it.
There are so many cases (including my own) when one composer publishes a problem,
another one improves it later, and a new joint composition appears. I always liked to get
improvements to my problems. But real joint composing is different. I’m sure it doesn’t work
for everybody. Those who take part in it should have about the same taste or principles, but
slighly different abilities. A joint problem for Superproblem TT222 with Marjan Kovačević we
called “a swimming pool problem” (N°12 Solution: 1...nRa2-e2 2.Bg7 nNc5-a4 3.nRg6-b6+
nNh2-b5+ 4.Bc3+ nNa4xc3#; 1...nRg6-g5 2.Bh6 nNc5-b7 3.nNh2-f6+ nRg5-d5+ 4.Bd2+
nRa2xd2#). Composed during ECSC 2019 in Athens, getting the first correct solutions while
sitting near the swimming pool! A theme of neutral pieces I couldn’t miss. I had an idea, and
kind of twin (with some three changes), plus few cooks ☺ And there was Marjan, free after
solving, with all his technical experience and my explanations about the play of neutral pieces.

96
Some glasses of Mojito, some burned skin by the evening… but two pairs of neutral pieces
have their places! And the problem got its place soon after. Composing together also means
learning for me. Seeing the approach to the problem by experienced composer, seeing the
process and improvements until it feels like the final version is done. To compose together or
alone? For me, if together, I need to be sure there’s something I know better than my
companion, or at least that I have a good idea.
Our taste changes in fashion, food, hobbies, or fairy conditions ☺ Now I can say this: I
prefer help-play, and at the moment I’m more successful in hs#; I like to use the Nightrider as
an extended, more dynamic Knight; I prefer dynamic conditions, like Take & Make extending
capturing move, or conditions changing type, color, or paralyzing some piece – when each
move creates a big change on the board; I love neutral pieces, enjoying their combination with
some conditions depending on the color of the side to play. I’m quite fast in spotting who gets
paralyzed on each move (like in Eiffel), or who has changed the type (Back-To-Back) etc.; I’m
better in finding some ideas for the mating position, or the last move (and possible prevention),
so this is what I start from; For composing I like to use the computer to check if the idea works
as soon as possible; but if away from the computer, then a magnetic chess board with flat pieces
as I’ve become used to them from the beginning. (Still couldn’t find magnetic neutral pieces!)
In September 2021, I had a wish to mark my birthday with horse riding, after many years of
break. The forgotten passion came back to me from the moment I got on a horseback. Is it
possible that more self-assurance in one field can be transferred to another? Experience in
partnership and leadership, more of inside strength together with more of calmness? Whatever it
is, I feel I have a better cooperation with a horse than 15 years ago, and I can still improve.
Perhaps, galloping along the beach would bring me some idea for long moves of the Nightrider.
In October 2021, during WCCC in Rhodes, I received the title of FIDE Master for Chess
Compositions. I am proud to be the first women ever to get it. I am thankful to everybody who
supported me in composing and all the activities around chess composition! In the late autumn
of 2021, I was thinking about the coming work of presenting WCCI on WFCC website, I
suddenly understood that in three years I did not composed four good individual problems and
had nothing to send to WCCI competition! Do I regret it? Not that much, but there was the
closing date of Manfred Rittirsch 60JT coming, my neutral pieces, my possible nice beginning
of the next WCCI cycle 2022-24…
At the beginning of 2022, I am preparing for another European Chess Solving Championship
in Riga (May 13-15th, 2022). Another project, another official website for the event, and
everything around the guests and competitions in the frames of 15th ECSC. Plus, there is the 10
years jubilee of JF in April. The idea of thematic tournament JF10JT with a prize giving during
ECSC in Riga is a selection of “reader-friendly” fairy problems with a touch of the most
popular fairy elements of the last 10 years to mark that period and promote fairy chess!
I’m grateful to Kjell Widlert who generously accepted to judge this competition, and helped
a lot with the theme, and its possible interpretations.
In conclusion, Chess Composition turned to be not only composing for me, but much more. I
had a chance to learn in so many different fields! I am a composer, organizer, web-designer, and
a 100 times more public person than before!

nNnNnNnN
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Technical Excellence Challenge N°3 Results
Judge: Dragan Stojnić
Ser-# with double excelsior with the least number of moves. Only the new records will be
considered for the competition.
I am happy that participants in this challenge were able to improve ten records out of sixteen
categories. Nine composers participated and seven won or tied in at least one category.
Radovan M. Tomašević was the most successful. He is in good form and this type of problems
fits him well. He has won or tied in six(!) categories, winning outright in two categories. His
RR entry won the special prize for the best overall achievement.
There was a close fight for second place between Milomir Babić and Zoran Sibinović.
Sibinović had more records, but Babić scored more points thus landing in second place. With a
solid performance in this challenge, Babić maintains first place after three challenges. His
Tanagra in QR category earned him Special Honorable Mention.
Kudos to all participants and best of luck in the next challenge!
Author
M.Babić
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
A.Bilden
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
Z.Laborczi
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
S.Luce
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
M.Kerhuel
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
Z.Sibinović
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
G.Tar
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
R.Tomašević
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
P.Tritten
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
A.Tüngler
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#
M.Ilić
ser-h=
ser-h#
ser-#

SS SB SR SQ BS BB BR BQ RS RB RR RQ QS QB QR QQ Total
3
2

6

2

3

6

2

6

3

1.5
3 2.0

2

Cum
49.5

30
5.5
14

2
6

0
0
0
0
14.7
2
1.5
3

2
1.5
1.5

4
5
5.7

2
1.2

0
0
0
0
9.5
2

6
1.5

0
8
1.5

1.5

0
1.5
9.7

11.2
1.5
2

3

2 1.2

12.7
2
1.5
3

1.2

2
5
5.7

2 1.2

2
0
20.2

1.5
1.5

2

22.2
2
2

6

3

6

0
0
0
0
36.2
3
2

3
1.5

2
6
2

6

2
1.5

6
1.2

16
17
3.2
0
0
0
0
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BS

SR
Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwgw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdw4w]
[w)wdPdPd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+5)

RR
Radovan M. Tomašević
Special Prize
W________w

Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar

Maryan Kerhuel/Zoran Sibinović
W________w
[wdRdrhwd]
[dwdpiwgp]
[wdphrdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdw)]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#10
(4+9)

Zoran Sibinović
1-3.h6 4.hxg7 5-6.b5 7.bxc6 8.cxd7 9.dxe8R 10.g8Q#

BB

[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdpdwdP]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdPdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+3)

Radovan M. Tomašević
W________w

[kdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdw0w]
[w1wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw)w)wd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+3)

Arno Tüngler
1-5.e8B 6.Bxg6 7-9.c6 10.cxd7 11.d8B 12.Bf6#
Zoran Sibinović
1-5.h8B 6.Bxd4 7-9.f6 10.fxe7 11.e8B 12.Bc6#
BR
Radovan M. Tomašević
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdqdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdwdPdPd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+2)
Radovan M. Tomašević
1-5.g8B 6.Bxc4 7-11.e8R 12.Ra8#

Zoran Sibinović
W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[)wdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)w)]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+3)

Radovan M. Tomašević
1-5.d8B 6.Bxb6 7-9.f6 10.fxg7 11.g8B 12.Bd5#

RB

Milomir Babić
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dp)wdwdw]
[w)w)wdPd]
[dwgw4wdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(5+5)

Radovan M. Tomašević
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdndw]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdP0w]
[w)wdPdPd]
[dwdrdbdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(5+5)

Milomir Babić
1-5.g8R 6.Rg5 7.d4 8.dxc5 9-11.c8B 12.Ba6#

Radovan M. Tomašević
1-5.b8R 6.Rb5 7.e4 8.exf5 9-11.f8B 12.Bh6#

Zoran Sibinović
W________w
[wdwdndwd]
[dwdpGkgw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdw)]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#10
(4+5)

Radovan M. Tomašević
Milomir Babić
1-3.a6 4.axb7 5.b8R 6.Rxh8 7-11.b8R 12.Rbg8# 1-3.a6 4.axb7 5.g4 6.gxf5 7.f6 8.fxe7 9.exd8R 10.b8Q#

Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar/Maryan Kerhuel/Zoran Sibinović
1-3.h6 4.hxg7 5-6.b5 7.bxc6 8.cxd7 9.dxe8B 10.g8S#

Arno Tüngler
W________w

Milomir Babić
W________w
[wdwhwdwd]
[dbiB0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[PdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w
ser-#10
(4+5)

[wdwdwdwg]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwGwiw]
[P)wdPdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(4+4)

Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar
1-5.e8S 6.Sxg7 7.b4 8.bxc5 9-11.c8R 12.Rc4#
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RQ

Milomir Babić/Zoran Sibinović
W________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[db0kdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[PdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w
ser-#10
(4+3)

Radovan M. Tomašević
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[db0kdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[PdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w
ser-#10
(4+3)

Milomir Babić/Zoran Sibinović
1-3.a6 4.axb7 5-9.g8Q 10.b8S#

Radovan M. Tomašević
1-3.a6 4.axb7 5-9.g8Q 10.b8S#

QB
Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar/Arno Tüngler
Zoran Sibinović/Radovan M. Tomašević
W________w

[wdwdwgkd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[PIwdPdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(3+4)

QS

QR
Milomir Babić
Sp. Honorable Mention
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[k1PdwdPI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
ser-#12
(3+2)

Zoltán Laborczi/Gabor Tar/Arno Tüngler/Zoran Sibinović/Radovan M. Tomašević
1-5.a8Q 6.Qxg2 7-10.e7 11.exf8B 12.Qxg7#
Milomir Babić
1-5.c8Q 6.Qc2 7-11.g8R 12.Ra8#
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StrateGems 2021 Studies Award
by Pavel Arestov
Thirty entries were published in 2021. Here is my decision:

1st Prize
David Gurgenidze
& Martin Minski
W________w

[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdrdkdP$]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Draw
(3+4)

2nd Prize

Franjo Vrabec
W________w
[Ndwdw4wd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[pdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(5+5)

Special Prize

Richard Becker
W________w
[kdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdNdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[drdwdrdw]
w--------w
Draw
(4+4)

1st Prize - (David Gurgenidze & Martin Minski - E0406) 1.g4+! (1.Rh4? Rc3! 2.Rxa4 Rg3–+,
or 1.Rh3? a2 –+) 1...Kd3 (1...Kd1 2.Rh1+ Kd2 3.g5 a2 4.g6 Rc8+ 5.Kh7 Kc3 6.g7 Kb2 7.Rh2+
Kb1 8.Rh1+ Kb2 9.Rh2+ =) 2.Rh3+ Kc4 3.Rxa3 Kb4 4.Rg3 a3 5.g5 Rh2+ [5...a2 6.Rg4+! Ka3
7.Rg3+ Kb4 8.Rg4+ Kb5 9.Rg1 Rg2! (9...Rh2+ 10.Kg8 = see main line) 10.Ra1! =] 6.Kg8 a2
7.Rg4+! [logical try 7.Rg1? Rg2! 8.Rxg2 a1Q 9.Rg4+ (9.Rf2 Qg1/Qd4 10.Rf5 Qg4 –+, or 9.g6?
Qa8+ 10.Kh7 Qxg2–+) 9...Kb5! (9...Kc5? 10.g6 Qe5 11.Rg1! =, or 9...Ka5? 10.Kh7! Qe5
11.Kh6=) 10.Rf4 (10.g6 Qe5! – +, or 10.Kh7 Qe5/Qc3 11.Kh6 Qh2+ 12.Kg6 Kc5 –+) 10...Qe5!
–+] 7...Ka3 8.Rg3+! [8.Rg1? Rb2! (8...Rg2? 9.Rxg2 a1Q 10.g6=) 9.Ra1 Rg2!–+] 8...Kb4
9.Rg4+ Kb5 10.Rg1 Rg2! 11.Rxg2 [11.Ra1? Rxg5+ –+] 11...a1Q 12.Rf2 Qe5 [12...Qa8+
13.Kg7 Qa7+ 14.Rf7 =, or 12...Qg1/Qd4 13.Rf5+ =] 13.g6 =. Another excellent logical study
with a critical move 7.Rg4+!.
2nd Prize - (Franjo Vrabec - E0401) 1.Re3+! (1.Rc2? Se7 2.Re2 Sc6, or 1.Re6? Sxb4 2.Rd6
Rxa8 3.Rd8 Rc8! 4.Rxc8 Sd5 5.Kh6 Kh4 6.Kg7 Kg5 7.Kf7 Kf5 8.Ke8 Ke6 9.Kd8 Kd6 =)
1…Kh2! (1…Kg2 2.Re6 Sxb4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8 6.Rc5 a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+
Kf1 9.Kf5 a3 10.Ke6 a2 11.Rc1+ Ke2 12.Kd7 +-) 2.Re6 (2.Re2+ Kg3 3.Re6 Sxb4 4.Rd6 Rxa8
5.Rd8 Sd5 6.Rxd5 Rc8 7.Rc5 a5 =) 2…Sxb4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Rc8! (4…Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8
6.Rc5 a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+ Kg1 9.Rc1+ Kf2 10.Kf5 a3 11.Ke6 +-) 5.Rxc8 Sd5 6.Kg4! Kg2
7.Kh4! Kh2 8.Rf8! Sxc7 9.Rf2+ Kg1 10.Kg3 Sb5 11.Rf3! Sd6 12.Rd3 Sf5+ 13.Kg4! (13.Kf3
Sh4+ 14.Kg3 Sf5+, or 13.Kf4 Sh4 14.Kg3 Sf5+) +-. A very good study with an unexpected
8.Rf8!.
Sp. Prize - (Richard Becker - E0390) 1.Rh4! [Logical try: 1.Rh3? Rf8+ 2.Kd7 Ra1 (2...Rf7+
3.Kc6 Rc1+ 4.Kb6 Rb7+ 5.Ka6 Ra7+ 6.Kb6 Rc8 7.Sc7+ Raxc7 8.Rxa3+ Kb8 9.Ra7 zz Rxa7
stalemate) 3.Kc7 (3.Sb4 Kb7 4.Sc2 Rc1 5.Sxa3 Rfc8) 3...Rc1+ 4.Kb6 Rb8+ 5.Ka6 a2 6.Sb6+
Rxb6+ 7.Kxb6 Rc6+ (7...a1Q 8.Ra3+ etc.) 8.bxc6 a1Q wins) (1.Kc7? Rxb5) (1.Rh6? Rf8+
2.Kc7 Rc1+ 3.Kd7 Rf7+)] 1...Rf8+ 2.Kc7 Rc1+ 3.Kb6 Rb8+ (3... Kb8 4.Sb4) 4.Ka6 a2 5.Sb6+
Rxb6+ 6.Kxb6 Rc6+ (6...a1Q 7.Ra4+ Kb8 8.Ra8+ Kxa8 stalemate) 7.bxc6 a1Q 8. Rc4 Qb2+
9.Kc5 Kb8 (9...Qe5+ 10.Kb4) 10.Rb4+ draw. An excellent logical study with a subtle keymove by the white Rook. The try 1.Rh3? seems more natural than the key-move 1.Rh4.
The similarity with author’s 2nd H.M. at 6th FRME precluded it from winning the 1st Prize.

1st

Honorable Mention

Paul Rãican
W________w
[wdwdNGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwgwdwdn]
w--------w
Win
(4+5)

2nd Honorable Mention
Michal Hlinka
& L’uboš Kekely
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwiPdpd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w
Draw
(3+6)
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3rd

Honorable Mention

Jan Sprenger
W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdKH]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(3+3)

1st Honorable Mention - (Paul Rãican - E0408) 1.d7! Sd4 2.Bd6+ [2.d8Q? Bg5+ 3.Qxg5
(3.Kxg5 Se6+) Sf3+] 2…Sg3 3.Bxg3+ Kg2 4.Bf4! (4.Sf6? Sc6 5.Sxd5 Kf3! 6.Bc7 Ba3! 7.Kg5
Ke4 =) 4…Ba3 5.Bd6! (5.d8Q? Be7+ 6.Qxe7 Sf5+) 5…Bxd6 6.Sxd6 Sc6 7.Sf5! Kf3 (7…Kf2
8.Kh5! Sd8 9.Kg5 Kf3 10.Kf6 +-) 8.Sd4+ +-. A study pleasant for solving.
2nd Honorable Mention - (Michal Hlinka & L’uboš Kekely - E0395) 1.e7! [1.Rc3? b2 2.Kc2
Be4+ 3.Kxb2 g2 4.Rg3 Kxe6 -+, or 1.Rg5? Be4 2.Kc1 (2.Rxg3 b2 -+) 2...g2 3.Rg4 Kxe6!
4.Rxe4+ Kf5 5.Re1 Kf4 -+] 1...Kxe7 2.Rc3 (2.Re5+? Kf6 3.Re3 Bd5 4.Rxg3 g5 -+) 2...Bd5
3.Rxg3 Kf6 4.Kd2! (4 Kc1? g5! -+) 4...g5 5.Rg4 Kf5 6.Rd4! (6.Rb4? or Ra4? g4 7.Rd4 Be4 +) 6...Be4 7.Rb4 Bc2 (7...Bd5 8.Ke3 =) 8.Ke3 (8.Kc3? g4 -+, or 8.Rb7? g6 -+) 8...Ke5! [8...g6
9.Kf3 g4+ (9...Bd1+ 10.Ke3! Bc2 11.Kf3 =) 10.Kg3 Bd1 11.Rd4 Bc2 12.Rb4 =, or 8...g4
9.Rb5+ Kf6 10.Kf4! =] 9.Rb5+ (9.Kd2? g6 10.Rb5+ Kf4 -+) 9...Ke6! 10.Ke2! (10.Kd2? g4! zz
11.Rg5 Bf5 -+, or 10.Kf3? Kd6 11.Kg4 Kc6 12.Rb8 Kc5 -+) 10...g4 11.Kd2! zz g6 (11...g3
12.Rg5 =) 12.Kc3 zz Kf7 (12...Kf6 13.Kd2! zz g3 14.Ke3 =) 13.Rb4! switchback (13.Kd2?
Kf6! zz 14.Ke3 Ke6! 15.Kf4 Bd1 16.Rb8 Kd7! 17.Rb6 Kc7 18.Rb4 Kc6 -+, or 13.Rb6? g3 -+)
13...g3 14.Rg4 =. A subtle duel between the white Rook and black Bishop and Pawn.
3rd Honorable Mention - (Jan Sprenger - E0405) 1.Sf5! [1.Sg4? Kb7! 2.Se3 Kc6 3.g4 (3.Kf5
Kc5 4.Ke4 b5!) 3...Kc5! 4.Kf5 Kd4 5.Sc2+ Kc3 6.Sa3 b5! (6...Kb3? 7.g5! Kxa3 8.g6 Kb2 9.g7
a310.g8Q!) 7.Sxb5+ Kc4 8.Sa3+ Kb3 9.g5 Kxa3 10.g6 Kb2 11.g7 a3 12.g8Q a2 =) 1...Kb7
2.Sd4! (2.Se3? Kc6! see 1.Sf5) 2...b5! (2...a3 3.g4 a2 4.Sc2 +-) 3.Sxb5 Kc6 4.Sa3! (4.Sc3? a3
5.Kf5 Kc5 6.g4 Kc4 =) 4...Kc5 5.Kf5 (minor dual 5.Sb1 Kb4 6.Kf5 Kb3 ) 5...Kb4 6.Sb1 Kb3
7.Ke4 Kc2 8.Sa3+ Kb3 9.Sb5 Kc4! 10.Sd6+ (10.Sd4? a3 11.g4 a2 12.Sc2 Kc3 13.Sa1 Kb2 =)
10...Kc5 11.Sf5 a3 12.Kd3! (thematic try 12.Sd4? Kc4! 13.g4 a2 14.Sc2 Kc3 15.Sa1 Kb2 =)
12...a2 13.Sd4! a1Q (13...a1S 14.Ke4 ) 14.Sb3+ +-. An interesting study with a nice maneuver
by the white Knight, but the duals in the moves by the white King detract. Also, 1.Sf5 looks
more natural than 1.Sg4 in the try.
Special Honorable Mention

Steffen Nielsen
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[1bdwdw0w]
[wdwdw0Pi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[wGQdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(6+6)

Special Honorable Mention

Michael Pasman
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdb)w]
[wdwdwgwi]
[dwdwdwdr]
[Rdw0w)wd]
[dw0wdp$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdN]
w--------w
Draw
(6+7)

Commendation

Martin Minski
W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0p0wdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(3+4)
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Special Honorable Mention - (Steffen Nielsen - E0412) 1.Bc1! (1.f5? Qe3+ =) 1...Qb8 (1...f5
2.Qxf5 +-) 2.Kh3 [2.Kg4? f5+ 3.Qxf5 Bc8 4.Qe6 (4.Qd7 Qc7 {Kxg6} =) 4...Qc7 5.Be3 (5.Bd2
{eg} Qd6) 5...Qc4! 6.Qxc8 Qe2+ =, or 2.Kh4? f5 3.Qxf5 Qd8+ 4.Kg3 Bc8] 2...f5 3.Qxf5! Bc8
4.Qe6 Qb3+ (4...Qb1 5.Qxc8 +-, or 4...Bxe6+ 5.f5+ Kh5 6.g4#) 5.Kh4 Qc2 (5...Bxe6 6.f5+)
6.Qe2 (6.Be3? Qf2+) 6...Qxe2 (6...Qf5 7.g4, or 6...Kxg6 7.Qxc2+, or 6...Qxg6 7.f5+, or
6...Qxc1 7.Qh5#) 7.f5+ +-. The study being a candidate for a prize was prevented by the
unfortunate variation 2.Kf2 Qd6 3.Be3 Bxg2 4.Kxg2 with a chance for a win for White.
Special Honorable Mention - (Michael Pasman - E0414) 1.Sf2! Rh1+! (1...c2 2.g8S+ Bxg8
3.Sg4+ Kg7 4.Se3+ Kf8 5.Sxc2! =, or 1...Rb5 2.g8S+ Bxg8 3.Sg4+ =) 2.Sxh1 c2 3.g8S+!
(logical try 3.Rh3+ Kxg7 4.Rg3+ Kh7 5.Rh3+ Kg6 6.Rg3+ Kf5 7.Ra5+ Kxf4 8.Rc5 d3 9.Sf2
Kxg3 10.Sxd3 Bg6 -+) 3...Bxg8 4.Rh3+ Kg6 5.Rg3+ Kf5 6.Ra5+ Kxf4 7. Rc5 Bh7! [7...d3?
8.Rxg8 (see logical try 3.Rh3+) 8…d2 9.Rg4+! Kxg4 10.Sf2+ =] 8.Kf2! Bh4 9.Rc4! Be4!
(9...Bd3 10.Rxd4+) 10.Rxd4! c1Q 11.Rxe4+! Kxe4 stalemate. An interesting play ending with
a stalemate. A higher award was not possible because of the idle Sh1.
Commendation - (Martin Minski - E0392) 1.Kd7! b6 (1…Ke4 2.Kxc7 Kd4 3.Kxb7 +-) 2.a6
(2.axb6? cxb6) 2…Kf4! 3.Kc6!! (logical try: 3.Kxc7? Ke5 4.Kb7 Kd6 5.Kxa7 Kc7! =, or
3.Kc8? c6! 4.Kb7 b5 5.cxb5 cxb5 6.Kxa7 b4 7.Kb8 b3 8.a7 b2 9.a8Q b1Q+ =) 3…Ke5 4.Kb7
Kd6 5.Kxa7 +.
Commendation
Peter Krug
W________w

[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[Pdw0wdpd]
[dPiw0wdw]
[wgPdwdPd]
[dwdB1Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(6+8)

Commendation
Marcel Doré
W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdK)whw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdPdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
w--------w
Win
(4+4)

Commendation
Amatzia Avni &
Vladislav Tarasiuk

W________w
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdB]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdw)wdw]
[wdw0w)Pd]
[dwdwdwiw]
w--------w
Win
(7+3)

Commendation - (Peter Krug - E0396) 1.Rc8+! (1.a7? Kb6 2.Rc8 Qxf3 =) 1…Kb6 2.Rc6+
Ka5 3.a7 Qxa7+ 4.Ke6 g5 5.Ra6+ Qxa6 6.bxa6 Kb6! 7.f4!! [Thematic try 7.c5+? Bxc5!
(7…dxc5? 8.f4) 8.f4 gxf4 9.g5 e4 10.Bxe4 Kxa6 =] 7…exf4 8.c5+ dxc5 9.Kf6! Bd2 10.Kxg5 +-.
Commendation - (Marcel Doré - E0399) 1.Sa3! [Thematic try: 1.Kd6? Kf4/Kf2 2.Sc3 Ke3
3.Ke5 Kd3 4.Kf6 Se8+ 5.Kf7 Sc7 6.Sb5 Sxb5! (6...c3? 7.Sxc7 c2 8.e5 c1Q 9.e8Q Qxc7 10.Kf6!
+- EGTB) (10.Kxe6? Qb6+! 11.Kf5 Qf2+12.Ke6 Qa2/Qb6 13.Kf5 Qf2+ positional draw.)] 1…c3
2.Sb5 c2 3.Sd4 c1Q 4.Se2+ Kf3 5.Sxc1 Kxe4 6.Sb3! [6.Se2? e5! (6...Ke3? 7.Sc1! Ke4 8.Sb3
Kd5 9.Sd2! +- see main line after 7.Sd2!) 7.Sg3+ Kf4! 8.Sh5+ Sxh5 =] 6...Kd5 7.Sd2! [Thematic
try: 7.Sa5? e5! 8.Sb7 e4 9.Sd8 Kc4! (9...e3? 10.Se6! +- see main line) 10.Se6 Sh5 (10...e3?
11.Sxg7! +-) 11.Kd6 Sf6 12.Ke5 e3 13.Kxf6 e2 =] 7...e5 8.Sf3 e4 9.Sg5! (and the refutation in
T.T: 7.Sa5?.... 9...Kc4 is no longer allowed here) 9...e3 10.Se6! Sh5 11.Sf4+ Sxf4 12.e8Q! +-.
Commendation - (Amatzia Avni & Vladislav Tarasiuk - E0409) 1.Ra1+! (Rd8? Qb6+, or
1.Rd7? Qe6+, or 1.Kc2? Qc6+) 1…Kh2 2.Kc2! (2.Rf4? Qxh7 3.Kc3 Qg7+ 4.Rd4 Kxg2 =, or
2.Bg8? Qg7 3.Rxg7 d1Q+ 4.Rxd1 stalemate) 2…d1Q+! (2…Qd6 3.Kd1 +-) 3.Kxd1 (3.Rxd1?
Qc6+ 4.Kb2 Qb5+ =) 3…Qh5+ 4.Rf3 Kxg2 (4…Qxh7 5.Rh3+ +-) 5.Be4 Qh1+ 6.Ke2 Qxa1
7.Rf5+! (7.Rf6+? Kh3! 8.Rh6+ Kg4 =) 7…Kh3 (7…Kg1 8.Rg5+ Kh2 9.Rh5+ Kg1 10.Rh1+
mate) 8.Rh5+ Kg4 9.Bf3#.
Many thanks to Pavel for this quick award which stays open for three months. Please send
comments to Franjo Vrabec.
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Recent Tourney Winners
N°1 Emil Klemanič
1st Prize
Probleemblad 2019
W________w

[wdwdwdwh]
[4w)wdRdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[GwdPdw0w]
[wdB)PdPd]
[dpdwiN)w]
[w)wHpdpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w
h#2 4 solutions (13+8)

N°2 Viktor Syzonenko
1st Prize
Kaila-100 MT 2019

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpHw)pd]
[dw0wdwGw]
[wdPdPdPd]
[)w)kdpdw]
[wdwHw0w0]
[dw$wdKgb]
w--------w
h#2½ 5 solutions (11+9)

N°3 Petko A. Petkov
1st Prize, Saint-GermainAu-Mont-D’or 2019
W________w

[wdwirdwd]
[dw0wHwdp]
[wdp1wdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bdwGwdp0]
[gw0RIpdw]
[w0wdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
h#2 2 solutions (5+14)

N°1 1.e1S Bc3 2.Sxf3+ Rxf3#; 1.e1B Rf4 2.Bxd2 Bxd2#; 1.Sxf7 Bb6 2.Se5 dxe5#; 1.Rxa5 Re7
2.Rxd5 exd5#. In the first set, two underpromotions leading to capture of white pieces to free
the mating squares. In the second set, White creates batteries with Rook and Bishop while black
sacrifices its Rook and Knight after capturing white thematic pieces (Zilahi).
N°2 1…Sb5 2.cxb5 Sb3 3.bxc4 Se5#; 1…Sf5 2.gxf5 Sxf3 3.fxe4 Se5#; 1…Sxf3 2.Bxf3 Sf7
3.Bxe4 Se5#; 1…Bh4 2.Kxd2 Rd1+ 3.Ke3 Bg5#; 1…Rd1 2.Kxc3 Bf4 3.Kd4 Sb1#.
N°3 1.Qc5 Qxh4 2.Rxh4 Bxc5#; 1.Qf6 Qxb2 2.Bxb2 Bxf6#. Both Queens sacrifice twice.

Series-movers Tourneys: Technical Excellence Challenge
Fifth Challenge
Ser-s= with double excelsior with the least number of moves.
If two entries have the same number of moves, then additional criteria will be considered
such as the number of pieces. In the case of equal number of pieces, additional criteria will be
considered: the type of pieces with the least number of point: Q=10, R=5, B/S=3 and P=1.
Illegal settings, promoted pieces and King-in-check are not allowed. Promoted Bishop is
allowed only if there is none already existing on the squares of the same color (one set
rule). Previously published works that have been improved, will be allowed.
Due to the compressed schedule, as well as the 6th challenge (coming in SG99), all the
entries must be sent to the director (Mike Prcic) by May 15th. The final results will be published
in SG100.
[Additrional judge’s comments from page 60.]
One white and three black Knights provide shields for the white King to access f1, the
intersection square of four different black Queen lines. Even after the bQd3 is out of the cage,
the solution requires precision to untangle, with two pairs of cross-captures by the black pawns,
in order to break through the wall of white pawns. The “add a black Knight” part of the
stipulation demonstrates the inherent inability of a Knight to lose a tempo. Among the four
screening squares, the white Knight must stand on e2 and the black Knights on e1, g1, g2. With
the black Knight starting from h8, the retro-opposition is wrong: When the critical position of
the four Knights is reached, the white King ends up moving to f2, instead of f1, and further
progress is impossible. It may be interesting to compare this problem with T.R. Dawson’s work
on retro-opposition; it is available online at https://theproblemist.org/trd/trd-retop.html. The
ninth diagram (D 1089) uses the same “add a bS in a corner” effect, too.

