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StrateGems 2017 h#3 Award 
By Marcos Roland 

  

Thirty-three h#2½s and h#3s were published in StrateGems in 2017. I found the level of the 

entries very good, and it was a pleasure for me to solve all the problems. I selected for the 

award sixteen entries. My ranking is as follows:  

W________w 
[wdwdwdrd] 
[dwdw1wdp] 
[pdp0wdwI] 
[$w4kdwdw] 
[wdw0bdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdpdBd] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
Stephen Taylor 

h#3     2 solutions      (3+13) 
Zeroposition 
a) Pd6→f4, b) Pe2→g4 

W________w 
[kHwdwdwd] 
[Hqdrdwdw] 
[wdndwdpd] 
[drdwdw0w] 
[wdwdK0wd] 
[dwdPdBdw] 
[wdwdndwd] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize, Andrey Frolkin 
& Sergey I. Tkachenko 

h#3     b) Ba1→h1     (5+10)  
c) = b) & Se2→g4 
d) = c) & Bh1→h8 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[whw0wdwd] 
[dwdk4wdw] 
[Pdwdwdw1] 
[dpdwdwdr] 
[wdw)wdKd] 
[dwdRGwhB] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
János Csák  

h#3       2 solutions     (6+10)  

W________w 
[Kdwdwgwd] 
[dw1BdwdQ] 
[pdwdp$pd] 
[dw0wdwhw] 
[wdwindpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdbdw4wd] 
[dwdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Prize 
Kostas Prentos 

h#2½     2 solutions    (4+13)  

W________w 
[wGBdwdqd] 
[drHrdwdw] 
[wdw)ndwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
w--------w 

5th Prize 
János Csák 

h#3     b) Se6→f6       (6+5)  

W________w 
[wdw$wdwd] 
[hbdw4pdw] 
[wdB4p0qd] 
[dwgwdpdw] 
[Kdp)wdp)] 
[dw0wiw)w] 
[wdw0Pdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Christopher Jones 

h#3          b) -Pd4      (7+15)  

1st Prize - (Stephen Taylor - H2176) Zero position was allowed, so we have to judge what we 

see. I see a beautiful pair of nicely connected diagrams, each one of them deserving a place in 

the award. Lovely interchange of roles between both black and white Rook and Bishop. Two 

pairs of identical Pelle moves with gate opening, but with “Chumakov‟s” distinction between 

the role of the moving pieces in both twins. Remarkable, difficult and original achievement. 

The difficulty and originality compensates for the heavy twinning. Solution: a) 1.Bf3 Bh3 

2.Qe3 Rxc5+ 3.Ke4 Bf5#; 1.Rb5 Rxa6 2.Qb4 Bxe4+ 3.Kc5 Rxc6#; b) 1.Bf3 Ra3 2.Qe2 Rxf3 

3.Qc4 Re3#; 1.Rb5 Bf1 2.c5 Bxb5 3.c4 Bd7#.      

2nd Prize - (Andrey Frolkin & Sergey I. Tkachenko - H2196) A veritable symphony of the 

Chumakov theme, with two pairs of solutions, one featuring model pin-mates with the entire 

King‟s field blocked, the other featuring model mates by the royal battery made possible after 

capture of some black pieces and interference with the black Bishop by the black Rook. The 

ingenious twinning allows for the nice alternate moves by the white King between d4 and e5. 

Solution: a) 1.Rb2 Sxd7 2.Qb5 Sxb5 3.Se5 Kxe5#; b) 1.Rd8 Sxb5 2.Sa7+ Ke5 3.Rxb8 Sc7#; c) 

1.Ra5 Sxd7 2.Sb8+ Kd4 3.Rxa7 Sb6#; d) 1.Rg7 Sxb5 2.Qd7 Sxd7 3.Sd4 Kxd4#. 

3rd Prize - (János Csák - H2195) Rich and perfectly matched play from both sides. 

Chameleon-echo strategy. Prospective play by the white King avoids check in the third black 

move. Half-Albino. Beautiful work. Solution: 1.Kc4+ Kf1 2.Rc5 Bf3 3.Bd4 d3#; 1.Kc5+ Kxg1 

2.Bd5 Be4 3.Bc4 d4#. 
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4th Prize - (Kostas Prentos - H2218) The X-ray action of the white Queen, placed on two 

adjacent squares, complements subtly the play of the white reciprocal batteries. There are 

switchbacks by the front pieces of the batteries after annihilation of the bPe6. Solution: 1…Qf7 

2.Kd5 Bxe6+ 3.Kc6 Bd7#; 1…Qe7 2.Ke5 Rxe6+ 3.Kf5 Rf6#. 

5th Prize - (János Csák - H2220) Phoenix theme with chameleon-echo model mates. Solution: 

a) 1.Rbxc7 dxc7 2.Ke5 Bb7 3.Kd6 c8S#; b) 1.Qd5 Se6 2.Re7 d7 3.Kxe6 d8S#. 

1st Honorable Mention - (Christopher Jones - H2224) Kniest theme with model mates. White 

Grimshaw interferences. Solution: a) 1.Rd5 Rxd5 2.Ke4 Rxf5 2.Kxf5 e4#; b) 1.Rd3 Bd5 2.Kd4 

Bxc4+ 3.Kxc4 exd3#. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw1w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdp0wd] 
[dw4wdkdw] 
[Ndwdn0pd] 
[Iwgwdrdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Mike Prcic 

h#3        b) -bPf2       (3+10) 

W________w 
[k1wdbdwd] 
[gpdwdw0w] 
[wdrdpdwd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdwdw)wI] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdwdw)wG] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
w--------w 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Fadil Abdurahmanović  
& Gennady Chumakov 

h#3      2 solutions     (5+10)  

W________w 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw1wdwdw] 
[wdwiwhwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw)n$] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
w--------w 

4th Honorable Mention 
Alexandr Pankratyev 

h#3     b) Kd4→d3      (4+4)  

2nd Honorable Mention - (Mike Prcic - H2246) Chernous theme combined with Umnov 

moves and Black self-blocks on the same square. Very pleasant play. Solution: a) 1.Re3+ Sc3 

2.Qg4 Sb5 3.Sg3 Sd4#; b) 1.Be3+ Sc1 2.Rf2 Sd3 3.Qg3 Se5#. 

3rd Honorable Mention (Fadil Abdurahmanović & Gennady Chumakov - H2175) 

Annihilation captures followed by model pin-mates. Very elegant. Solution: 1.Qxf4+ Rg4 

2.Qc7 Rd4 2.Kb8 Rd8#; 1.Bxf2+ Bg3 2.Bb6 Bf2 3.Ka7 Ra1#.  

4th Honorable Mention - (Alexandr Pankratyev - H2172) A lovely display of self-blocks by 

black Knights and echo-orthogonal correspondence between white pieces. Half-Albino. 

Solution: a) 1.Sd5 f4 2.Sc3 Bd5 3.Se3 Rd2#; b) 1.Se3 f3 2.Se6 Rc2 3.Sd4 Be4#. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw4w0wd] 
[IwdP0k0p] 
[wdP$wdp4] 
[dwdb$qGw] 
[wdw)wdwh] 
[dwdwdngw] 
w--------w 

5th Honorable Mention 
Vasil Krizhanivsky 

h#3       2 solutions    (7+13) 

W________w 
[wdwdw$Kd] 
[dbdwdwdr] 
[p)w0pdwd] 
[gNdN0Bdw] 
[wdkdw0wd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

6th Honorable Mention 
Christer Jonsson 

h#2½    2 solutions    (6+10) 

W________w 
[BGwIwdwd] 
[drhwdwdw] 
[wdP)w4wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpiwdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation 
Eugene Fomichev 

h#2½    b) Pf3→f4     (6+5) 

5th Honorable Mention - (Vasil Krizhanivsky - H2223) Combination of Zilahi and Kniest 

themes, interchange of White‟s first and second moves. Interchange of blocking on f5 between 

the black Queen and Bishop, with the gate opening effect determining the piece to be moved. 

Solution: 1.Sxe3 Bxe5 2.Kxe5 Rxg4 2.Bf5 d4#; 1.Sxd2 Rxg4 2.Kxg4 Bxe5 3.Qf5 Rg3#. 

6th Honorable Mention - (Christer Jonsson - H2243) A combination of Zilahi and Kniest 

themes with model mates. Solution: 1…Rf7 2.Kxd5 Bxe6+ 3.Kxe6 Sc7#; 1…Ra8 2.Kxb5 

Rxa6 3.Kxa6 Bd3#. 
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1st Commendation - (Eugene Fomichev - H2241) Passive sacrifices of white Bishops and 

alternate passive and active sacrifices of black pieces. Two promotions to the white Queen. 

Chameleon-echo model mates. Solution: a) 1…cxb7 2.Sxa8 bxa8Q 3.Ke5 Qe4#;  b) 1...dxc7 

2.Rxb8+ cxb8Q 3.Kd5 Qe5#.  

W________w 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dR0pGwdw] 
[qdPdrdwd] 
[0P)b)wdw] 
[rdk0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Commendation 
Abdelaziz Onkoud 

h#3       2 solutions      (7+9)  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[NdwdwIwd] 
[dwdw4w$w] 
[wdkdbdPg] 
[0w0wdwdp] 
[nhwdw0w1] 
[dwdwdw4w] 
w--------w 

3rd Commendation 
Abdelaziz Onkoud 

h#3       2 solutions    (4+13) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdKdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[p0whndwd] 
[dkdP)wdR] 
[pdw)Pdw$] 
[1wdwdBdw] 
w--------w 

4th Commendation 
János Csák 

h#3     b) Qa1→h1      (8+8) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iw0wdwdB] 
[wdrdwdwG] 
[dp0w0wdw] 
[wdP0wdwd] 
[dwiwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

5th Commendation 
Christer Jonsson 

h#3      2 solutions       (5+7) 

2nd Commendation - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2197) Perfectly matched solutions. Model 

mates. Nice alternative active and passive blockades by the black Rook and Bishop. Solution: 

1.Rd4 Bd6 2.Kxc3 Bxc5 3.Rc2 Bxd4#; 1.Qb4 Rxc5 2.Kxb3 Rb5 3.Bc2 Rxb4#. 

3rd Commendation - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2222) Play on the same squares from both sides 

on every move. Remarkable achievement for a h#3, but white and black plays are not 

particularly interesting or strategically uniform. Solution: 1.Rg3 Kxe5 2.c2 Kxe4 3.Rb3 Rc5#; 

1.Bg3 Rxe5 2.Bc2 Re4+ 3.Kb3 Sc5#.  

4th Commendation - (János Csák - H2249) Alternate annihilation of white Pawns on the 

second rank and sacrifices, alternatively active and passive, of black Knights. Bivalve. 

Hideaway of the black Queen. Solution: a) 1.Sxe2 dxe4 2.Qe5 d4 3.Sf4 exf4#; b) 1.Sxd2 exd4 

2.Qc6 e4 3.Sc4 dxc4#. 

5th Commendation - (Christer Jonsson - H2245) A simple 

but pleasant Zilahi with perfectly matched solutions. Solution: 

1.Kxc4 Bf8 2.Kd5 Bd6 3.cxd6 Bg8#; 1.Kb4 Bc2 2.Ka5 Ba4 

3.bxa4 Bd2#. 

  

We thank Marcos for this timely award, which stays open for 90 

days. Please send comments to Abdelaziz Onkoud. 

StrateGems 2018 #3 Award 
 by Victor Volchek 

  

With gratitude I accepted the invitation to judge this tourney. 

     Altogether there were 39 threemovers participating, which is quite a decent number. In 

general the tourney was a success. The placement of best entries was a challenge to me, as there 

was no clear leader. They were approximately of the same quality. Consequently, I had to take 

into account various small nuances. I was delighted by the good quality of miniatures. 

     I had to exclude the following two entries: M1523 was already published (Variantim, 2016) 

and M1556 has a strong and better predecessor (#185487 in the base). 

     My decision is as follows: 
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w________w 
[wdw4wdwg] 
[0wdpdpdw] 
[rdndpdwd] 
[0RHwdw!w] 
[PdwiPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdw)pd] 
[Indwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[whwdwdnd] 
[!wdwdwdw] 
[pdPdR)pd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[wdwdw1wd] 
[HP)w0NdB] 
[wIwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdbdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdw4] 
[dwdPdwdq] 
[wdwdRdpd] 
[4pdBdPdw] 
[pdwdPiP0] 
[gpdPdNdQ] 
[bdwdw0RI] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[gwdRGKdp] 
[wdPdp$pd] 
[dw)wiwdw] 
[wHwdwdwH] 
[dndPdPdw] 
[w)wdw4nd] 
[dwdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdp1w] 
[p)QdB4pd] 
[dwdpibGw] 
[Rdwdphpd] 
[HKdw0wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdw0P] 
[wdwdwdpi] 
[dw0wGw$p] 
[wdPdP)wd] 
[$wdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
 Leonid Makaronez 

#3                              (8+12) 

2nd Prize 
Valentin Rudenko† 
& Victor Chepizhny 

3rd Prize 
Miodrag Radomirović 
& Branislav Djurašević 

#3ã...                       (12+12) 

1st Honorable Mention 
Grigory Atayants 
& Petro Novitsky 

#3                              (11+9) 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Arieh Grinblat 
& Evgeni Bourd 

#3                              (7+12) 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Fedir Kapustin 

#3*√                             (8+7) 

1st Prize - (Leonid Makaronez - M1541) 1.Qg3! (2.Qd6+ Kc4 3.Qd3#), 1...Sc~ 2.f4 ~ 3.Qd3#, 

1...Sb4 2.Sb3+ Kc4/Kxe4 3.Rc5/Qe3#, 1...Se5 2.Qe3+ Kc4 3.b3#, 1...d5 2.e5 ~ 3.Qf4#, 1...d6 

2.Qe3+ Ke5 3.Sd7#. Black correction. Two pairs of variations with blockings of four squares.  

2nd Prize - (Valentin Rudenko† & Victor Chepizhny - M1554)  1.Sc2! (2.c4+ Bxc4/Qxc4 

3.Sb4/Sxe3#), 1...Qe5 2.Sb4+ Ke4 3.Qd4#, 1...Qd6 2.Sxe3+ Kxc6 3.Sd4#, 1...Qf5 2.Qd4+ 

Kxe6 3.Sg5#. Mates using pinnings of bQ. Change of move functions in White's play. (1...Qg4 

2.Bxg4 Sxc6 3.Sxe3#, 1...Sxc6 2.Qd7+ Kc5 3.Qxc6#, 1...a5 2.Qxa5+ Bb5 3.Qxb5#). 

3rd Prize - (Miodrag Radomirović & Branislav Djurašević - M1507) 1.S3d2? Bc5!, 1.Sd4? 

Bc1!, 1.e5? Qxd7!, 1.g5? Qh5!; 1.Kh1! (2.e5 ~ 3.Qh2#), 1...b2 2.Sd4  ~ 3.Qe3#, 1...b4 2.S3d2  

~ 3.Qe3#, 1...Qxd7 2.g5 gxf5 3.Qxf5#, 1...Qh5 2.e5 Qxg4 3.Qxg4#. The first two variations 

have line openings of a black piece on the 1st move and a white piece on the 2nd move; WCCT-

10 theme. The other two variations show Banny theme. 

1st Honorable Mention - (Grigory Atayants & Petro Novitsky - M1522) 1.Rd6! (2.Rdxe6+ 

Kd4 3.Re4#), 1...Sd4 2.Rd5+ exd5 3.Bd6#, 1...Sf4 2.Rf5+ ~ 3.Bf6#, 1...Re1 2.d4+ Sxd4 

3.Sd3#, 1...Re2 2.f4+ Sxf4 3.Sf3#, (1...Sxc5 2.c7  ~ 3.Sc6#). White effect 'go & come' in five 

variations, four of them with sacrifices. Symmetry somewhat lowers the impression. 

2nd Honorable Mention - (Arieh Grinblat & Evgeni Bourd - M1540) 1.Ra5! (2.Rxd5+ Sxd5 

3.Qxd5#), 1...fxe6 2.Qc5 ~ 3.Sc4#, 1...Rxe6 2.Qc3+[A] Kd6 3.Qc7#[B], 1...Bxe6 2.Qc7+[B] 

Kd4 3.Qc3#[A]; 2...Kf5 3.Qxf4#. Flight-giving key. The white Queen makes reciprocal moves 

after Black captures and self-blocks on e6. 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Fedir Kapustin - M1535) 1...Kxh5 2.Ra8 ~ 3.Rh8#, 1...gxh5 2.Ra5  

~ 3.Bxg5#; 1.Rb1? (zz), 1...Kxh5 2.Rb8 ~ 3.Rh8#, 1...gxh5 2.Rb5 ~ 3.Bxg5#, 1...h2! 1.0-0-0! 

(zz), 1...Kxh5 2.Rd8 ~ 3.Rh8#, 1...gxh5 2.Rd5 ~ 3.Bxg5#, 1...h2 2.Rh1 ~ 3.Rxh2#. Three-fold 

change of White‟s 2nd  move after two black defenses. Surprising castling key. 

#3                              (11+8) 
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w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw4Bdw] 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdPdkdK] 
[wdPdw0wd] 
[dwdNdwdw] 
[wdwdrHPd] 
[dwdQdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[dwdwHqdw] 
[w!n4R0wd] 
[dw4Pdwdw] 
[w0k0wdw$] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdBGw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[bdwdw$Kd] 
[dw!w0wdw] 
[wdwdBdw)] 
[dpdpdw0p] 
[wdrHwdpi] 
[dw0wdwhp] 
[wdRdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw$wdwdQ] 
[wdwdNiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)Qdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wiNdwdwd] 
[dwdKgwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdw!wHw] 
[wdwdwdkG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation  
Alexander Shpakovsky 

#3                                (9+4)  

2nd Commendation  
Hidajat Maruta 

#3                              (8+10) 

3rd Comm., Vitaly Shevchenko 
& Vladimir Melnikov 

#3                              (7+12)  

Special Prize 
Vasily Malyuk 

 #3                               (4+2) 

Special Honorable Mention 
Elmar Abdullayev 
& Alexander Melnichuk 

 #3                                (4+3) 

Special Commendation  
Mykola Chernyavskyi 

#3                                (4+1) 
b) Qe7→e3, c) Sg7→c3 

1st Commendation - (Alexander Shpakovsky - M1518)  1.Qf1! (2.g4+[B] fxg3 e.p.  3.Qh3#), 

1...R2e4 2.Sh1! (3.g4[B]/Sg3#) Re3 3.Qxf4#[A], 1...R7e4 2.Sg4! (3.Bg6[C]/Rf6#) Re6 

3.Qxf4#[A], 1...Rxf2 2.Qxf2 (3.Qxf4#[A]) Re4/Ke4/f3 3.g4[B]/Bg6[C]/Qxf3#. Change in the 

threat/mate format, defenses on the same square, masked battery. 

2nd Commendation - (Hidajat Maruta - M1537) 1.Ree4! (2.Rxd4+ Sxd4 3.Rxd4#), 

1...Rcxd5 2.Re1 ~ 3.Rc1#, 1...Rdxd5 2.Re2 ~/b3/dxe2 3.Rc2/Qxb3/Bxe2#. Defenses on the 

same square using blocking of d5-square. White's quiet second moves. 

3rd Commendation - (Vitaly Shevchenko & Vladimir Melnikov - M1521) 1.h7! (2.h8S ~ 

3.Sg6#), 1...Rc6 2.Rf4! ~/gxf4/S~/h2 3.Sf3/Qxe7/Sf5/Rxh2#, 1...Bc6 2.Rf3! ~/gxf3 

3.Qxg3/Sxf3#. Defenses on the same square but with different motivations. Non-checking 

Rook sacrifices. 

Special distinctions for miniatures. 

  

Special Prize - (Vasily Malyuk - M1499) 1.Sf4! (2.Rc5/Qh5 ~ 3.Rf5/Rf7#), 1...Ke5 2.Rc5+ 

Kxf4/Kd4/Kd6/Kf6 3.Qh4/Se6/Qc7/Rf5#, 1...b2 2.Qh5 ~ 3.Rf7#, 1...Kg5 2.Sd5 ~ 3.Rg7#. 

King‟s star.  

Special Honorable Mention - (Elmar Abdullayev & Alexander Melnichuk - M1530) 

1.Sd4! B~ 2.Qb3+ (threat) Ka1 3.Sc2#, 1...c2+ 2.Qxc2+ Ka1/Ka3 3.Sb3/Qb3#. A flight-giving 

key (two flights) and model mates. 

Special Commendation - (Mykola Chernyavskyi - M1548) a) 1.Ke8! (zz), 1...Kxh6 2.Kf7 

Kh7 3.Qh4#, 1...Kh7 2.Sf5+ K~/Kg6 3.Qg7/Qf7#; b) 1.Sh5! (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Sf4 Kf6/Kg4 

3.Qe6/Qh3#, 1...Kh7 2.Qg5 Kh8 3.Qg7#; c) 1.Ke8? (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Qe4+ Kf6 3.Sd5#, 

1...Kxh6!, 1.Bf4! (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Qg5+ Ke6 3.Qg6#. Change of play in twins. 

  

Many thanks to Victor Volchek for his prompt report! Please send your claims within three 

months to Rauf Aliovsadzade. 
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Batumi Olympiad Chess Composing Competition 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0wIwdw] 
[p0P)wdwd] 
[dwdNGwdw] 
[QdP)k0RH] 
[dw0rdn0w] 
[wdPdndBd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[w!wdndwd] 
[dpdw)K0w] 
[w0Ndw0wd] 
[dP)kdwdr] 
[w0NdR0wd] 
[dndBgw)w] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdw1wdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Q4wHwgwh] 
[0w0Pdwdw] 
[Rdw)pdpd] 
[dpdpiw)w] 
[wdwHwdwd] 
[dw)wdPIw] 
[wdrdwdp)] 
[dBdwdbGw] 
w--------w 

Aleksandr Feoktistov 
1st Prize, Gold Medal 

#3                            (11+12) 

Zoran Gavrilovski 
2nd Prize, Silver Medal 

#3*                           (13+13) 

Мikhail Marandyuk 
3rd Prize, Bronze Medal 

#3                            (12+10) 

1st Prize, Gold Medal - Aleksandr Feoktistov After the key, and the threat 2.Qd8+, Black 

captures wPc5 four times. White responds by playing four of his pieces to c4-square, one of 

them a switchback by the key-piece. Solution: 1.Sb2! (2.Qd8+[A] Kxc5/Sd6+ 3.Sa4/Qxd6#), 

1...Kxc5 2.Rc4+! Kd5/Kxb5 3.Be4/Rc3#, 1...Sxc5 2.c4+! bxc3 e.p. 3.Sb4#, 1...Bxc5 2.Bc4+! 

Kxe4 3.Qxf4#, 1...bxc5 2.Sc4! (switchback) & 3.Sb6#; 2...Sc7/Sd6+ 3.Qd8[A]/Qxd6#, (1...Qa1 

2.Rc4! & 3.Be4/Sxb4#). 

2nd Prize, Silver Medal - Zoran Gavrilovski In the set, after Black captures Pd6, S8c6 mates. 

The key, 1.Sb7!, destroys the set-mates and threatens 2.f4+ and 3.Sc5#. The captures on d6 

(1...cxd6/Bxd6) result in different mates, after two quiet moves by White. The defense by the 

black Rook opens white Bishop‟s line making 3.f4 mate possible after 2.Sc6+ Rxc6. Solution: 

1...cxd6[y]/Bxd6[z] 2.S8c6#; 1.Sb7! (2.f4+[A] Ke4 3.Sc5#[C]), 1...Rxc3[x] 2.Sc6+![B] Rxc6 

3.f4#[A], 1...cxd6[y] 2.Sc5![C] & 3.f4#[A]; 2...Rxc3[x]/Rf2 3.Sc6#[B]; 2...dxc5 3.Rxe6# 

(2.Kg4?[D] Rc8!), 1...Bxd6[z] 2.Kg4![D] & 3.Sc6#[B]; 2...Rxc3[x] 3.f4#[A] (2.Sc5?[C] Rf8!; 

2.Sa5? Rb6/Rxc3![x] 3.Qxh8?), 1...Rxb7 2.Qxf8 & 3.Qf4/Qg7/Qxh8Qf6/Sc6#; 2...Rb6/Sf7 

3.Qf4/Qg7#. 

3rd Prize, Bronze Medal - Mikhail Marandyuk A modern treemover with a good key and a 

quiet threat. In the threat, the defenses 2...Rxd4/Sxd4 are answered with 3.Qe3/Qxf4#. After 

1...cxd6, the same defenses produce changed mates 3.Bxf3/Rxf4#. In the last two variations 

(1...Rxd4/Sxd4), the mates from the threat reappear as White‟s second moves (2.Bxf3+/Rxf4+). 

All of this is done with a full form of Rukhlis. Clean and sweet. Solution: 1.Qa3!  (2.Qc1 & 

3.Sf6#;  2...Rd2  3.Bxf3#[A]; 2...Sxc1  3.Rxf4#[B]; 2...Rxd4  3.Qe3#; 2...Sxd4  3.Qxf4#), 

1...cxd6   2.Qxd6  (3.Qg6#)  2...Rxd4  3.Bxf3#[A]; 2...Sxd4   3.Rxf4#[B], 1...Rxd4  2.Bxf3+[A]  

Kxe5  3.Rg5#, 1...Sxd4  2.Rxf4+[B]  Kxe5  3.Sg6#. Originaly awarded 1st Prize, this problem 

was downgraded to 3rd Prize because it has some similarity to #2 by Ruslan Surkov, 

Shakhmatnaya Poesia published in 2000.  However, most of the original content remains. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[Hw$PdPdw] 
[w0pdk)w$] 
[0wdwdwgr] 
[P)wdwGwH] 
[Iw0p)w0w] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[1rdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[BdwdwdQd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdRdp)rd] 
[HpdkdP1b] 
[wdwdw0r0] 
[)PGw0Kdw] 
[RdwdP)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwHNdwdw] 
[wdBdwdwd] 
[gPdPdwdw] 
[P)wdwdw$] 
[dpdkdp0w] 
[q0w0w)bd] 
[dwdKdn4n] 
w--------w 

Aleksandr Kuzovkov 
1st Prize, Gold Medal 

s#6                            (11+12) 

Aleksandr Feoktistov 
2nd Prize, Silver Medal 

s#4                           (13+11) 

Andrey Selivanov 
3rd Prize, Bronze Medal 

s#3√.                       (14+12) 

#3 

s# 
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1st Prize, Gold Medal - Aleksandr Kuzovkov A cycle of moves is naturally combined with a 

cycle of formation of white batteries and a vivid battery play. A pattern and strategic play 

achieved with utmost precision. 1.d6! (2.Be4+[A] Kc4 3.Bd5+ Kd3 4.Rd4+[B] Kc3 5.Re4+ 

Kd3 6.Re3+ Sxe3#), 1...gxf2 2.Rd4+[B] Kc3 3.Re4+ Kd3 4.Se5+[C] Kc3 5.Sg4+ Kd3 6.Sxf2+ 

Sxf2#, 1...Bxc7 2.Se5+[C] Kc3 3.Sf7+ Kd3 4.Be4+[A] Kc4 5.Bc2+ Kd5 6.Bxb3+ Qxb3#.  

2nd Prize, Silver Medal - Aleksandr Feoktistov The author claimed that the problem shows 

the Theme of the Future. It has 3 + 2 variations with the following contents: I) play by the 

existing black battery (after removing the obstructing bPf4 from the fourth rank) in the threat 

and after 1...bxc4/exf2; and II) play by the white R/B battery and by the newly created black 

batteries after 1...Qxf5/Qxf6. The claimed change of functions of white and black moves is not 

very convincing because the “letter“-pattern is not clear-cut. 1.Sc4! (2.Sxe3+! fxe3[a] 

3.Rd2+![A] exd2 4.e4+[B] Rxe4#, 1...bxc4 2.Rd2+![A] exd2 3.e4+![B] fxe3 e.p.[a] 4.bxc4+ 

Rxc4#, 1...exf2 2.e4+![B] fxe3 e.p.[a] 3.Rd6+ Kc5[b] 4.Bd4+ Rxd4#, 1...Qxf5 2.Rc5+![C] 

Kxc5[b] 3.Bb4+ Kd4 4.fxe3+ fxe3#[a], 1...Qxf6 2.Qd8+! Qxd8 3.Rxc7+ Qxa8 4.Rc5+[C] 

Kxc5#[b].  

3rd Prize, Bronze Medal - Andrey Selivanov “Star” by the black Bishop at B1 moves, White 

Allumwandlung at W2 moves and four-fold bK play at different squares at B2 moves is a nice 

combination, which is regrettably achieved with multiple repetition of the mate 3...Be6#. The 

ostensibly crowded position is unpleasant at first sight, but all white aristocratic pieces are well-

employed, except the underused out-of-play wSa7. The quality of the key is emphasized by two 

nice tries. 1.Be4? Bxh4!; 1.Bg2? Rh1!; 1.Bf3! (2.Rxc6+ Kxd7 3.Bg4+ Be6#), 1...Bxf4 2.f8Q+! 

Ke5 3.Qe7+ Be6#, 1...Bxh4(Rxh4) 2.f8S+! Kf5 3.Qe6+ Bxe6#, 1...Bxf6 2.f8R+! Ke7 3.Qf7+ 

Bxf7#, 1...Bxh6 2.f8B+! Kxf6 3.Rxc6+ Be6#. 

W________w 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw!] 
[0k1pdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[P)w)wdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw!wdBd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wdwiwdrd] 
[hwdwdwdq] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwHwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[drdw)wdw] 
[wdw4wdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdw1wd] 
[dp!pdkdP] 
[Pdwdwdw)] 
[dwdRIwdw] 
w--------w 

Oleg Pervakov 
1st Prize, Gold Medal 

Win                             (9+7) 

Martin Minski 
2nd Prize, Silver Medal 

Win                              (6+4) 

Leonard Katsnelson 
3rd Prize, Bronze Medal 

Win                             (6+6) 

EG Win 

1st Prize, Gold Medal - Oleg Pervakov 1.Rd2! (1.Rxd3+? Rxd3 2.Qxd3+ Qe3+ 3.Qxe3+ 

Kxe3 4.axb3 axb3 5.Rc8 Rxe7 6.Rb8 Kf4+ 7.Kf2 Kg5 8.Rxb3 Kxg6=) 1...Rxe7+! (1...Qe3+ 

2.Kf1+–) 2.Rxe7 Qh4+ 3.Kf1!! [3.Kd1? Qxe7 4.g7 (4.axb3 Qe3!=) 4...Qg5! 5.Rxd3+ (5.Kc1 

b2+ 6.Kb1 Qg1+ 7.Kxb2 a3+! 8.Kxa3 Ra6+ 9.Kb2 Rb6+=; 5.Re2 bxa2! 6.Rxa2 Qg1+ 7.Qe1 

Rg6=) 5...Qe3! 6.Qc6+!? Kf2! 7.Qg2+ Kxg2 8.g8Q+ Kxh2=] 3...Qxh3+ 4.Ke1 (4.Kg1? Rxg6+ 

5.Kh1 Qf1#) 4...Qh4+ 5.Kd1 Qxe7 6.g7! tempo move (6.Rxd3+ Qe3!–+) (6.Qc5? Qe2+! 

7.Rxe2 dxe2+ 8.Ke1 Rd1#) 6...Qg5! 7.Rxd3+ Qe3! 8.Qc6+!! (8.Qf6+? Rxf6! 9.Rxe3+ Kxe3 

10.g8Q Rf1#!) 8...Kf2! 9.Qg2+! (9.Rxd6? Qe1#) 9...Kxg2 10.g8Q+ Kh3! (10...Kh1 11.Qa8+ 

Kg1 12.Rxd6+–) 11.Qh8+! (11.Rxd6? Qf3+ 12.Kc1 Qc3+=) (11.Qh7+? Kg4! 12.h3+ Kg3! 

13.Rxd6 Qf3+=) 11...Kg2! (11...Kg4 12.h3+! Kg3 13.Qe5+!+–) 12.Qg7+! (12.Qa8+ Kh3!) 

12...Kxh2 (12...Kh3 13.Rxd6 Qf3+ 14.Kc1! Qf1+ 15.Rd1! Qc4+ 16.Kb2 Qc2+ 17.Ka3 Qxd1 

18.Qg3#!) 13.Qh8+! (13.Qh7+? Qh6=; or 13.Rxd6? Qf3+ 14.Kc1 Qf1+! 15.Kb2 Qf2+ 16.Ka3 

Qc5+ 17.Kxa4 Qxd6=) 13...Kg2 (13...Kg3 14.Qe5+!+–; 13...Qh6 14.Qe5+!+–; 13...Kg1 

14.Rxd6 Qf3+ 15.Kc1! Qf4+ 16.Rd2+–) 14.Qa8+! Kh3 (14...Kg3 15.Rxd6 Qg1+ 16.Kd2 Qf2+ 

17.Kd3 Qc2+ 18.Kd4 Qd2+ 19.Kc5!+–; or 14...Kh2 15.Rxd6 Qg1+ 16.Ke2! Qg4+ 17.Qf3+–) 

15.Qh1+! wins. 
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2nd Prize, Silver Medal - Martin Minski 1.Qf6+! (1.Be6? Rg7+ 2.Kb8 Qg3+ 3.d6 Ke5 4.Bc8 

Kd5 5.a7 Rxa7! 6.Kxa7 Sb5+=) 1...Kc4 (1...Ke3 2.Qc3++-; 1...Kc5 2.Qb6+ Kc4 3.Kc6+-) 

2.Be6 (2.Bf7? Sb5+ 3.Kc6 Qg2 4.a7 Sxa7+ 5.Kb6 Qg1+ 6.Kb7 Qxc1 7.d6+ Kd3!=; 2.Qc6+? 

Kb4=; 2.d6+? Rxg8 3.Qf7+ Kc5 4.Qxg8 Sb5+=) 2...Sb5+ 3.Kb8! (3.Kc6? Qg2!=; 3.Kd8? 

Qh4=; 3.Kb7? Qh7+=; 3.Kb6?? Qe3+–+) 3...Rg8+! (3...Qh7 4.d6+ Kc5 5.Sd3+! Qxd3 6.Bxg4 

Sxd6 7.Qf2++-; 3...Qg3+ 4.d6+ Kb4 5.Bxg4+–) 4.Bxg8 Qg3+ 5.Qf4+!! (5.d6+? Qxg8+=; 

5.Kb7?? Qc7+) 5...Qxf4+ 6.d6+ King's cross theme 6...Kd4 7.Se2++- fork 6...Kc5 7.Sd3++- 

fork 6...Kb4 7.Sd3++- fork 6...Kc3 7.Se2++- fork. 

3rd Prize, Bronze Medal – Leonard Katsnelson 1.a4+! Kb4 2.d4! Qxd4 [2...Qc6 3.Qe3 Bf4 

4.Qd3 d6 5.Ka2 Be3 6.Qd1! (6.Qxe3? Qc1!=) 6...Qc1 7.Qe2+-] 3.Qf8+ Bd6 4.Qxd6+ Kxb3 

5.Qb8+ Qb4 (5…Kxa4 6.Ka2+-) 6.Qb5! d6! (6…d4 7.Qd3+ Kxa4 8.Ka2+-) 7.Kc1! [7.Qxd5+? 

Kxa4 8.Ka2 Qa3+! 9.bxa3 stalemate; 7.Qd3+? Kxa4 8.Ka2 Qb7 (8...Qc4+? 9.b3++-) 9.b3+ 

Kb4=; 7.Ka1? Kc2=] 7...d4 8.Kb1! (8.Qd3+? Kxa4=) (8...Ka2? 9.Qb1++-) 8...d5! 9.Qxd5+ 

(9.Qd3? Kxa4=) 9…Qc4 (9...Kxa4 10.Ka2! and 11.b3+-) 10.Qb5+ Qb4 11.Qd3+! Kxa4 

12.Ka2! Qa3+ 13.Qxa3+ wins (13.bxa3? stalemate).  

 

EG Draw 

W________w 
[wdwdkdw4] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[w$wdB4wd] 
[dwdPdw!w] 
[wdwhwdwd] 
[dP0wdqdw] 
[wdwdw)P)] 
[dwdwdRIw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdQdwd] 
[dwdw0wdP] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dw)wGwdw] 
[wdPIbdwd] 
[dw)wdqdw] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwIw$] 
[dwdwdw0P] 
[wdw0w0wd] 
[dwdwdwip] 
[wdw0w0wd] 
[dNdqdwdw] 
[Pdw)w)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Sergey Didukh 
1st Prize, Gold Medal 

Draw                            (7+8) 

Martin Minski 
2nd Prize, Silver Medal 

Draw                            (7+5) 

Steffen Nielsen 
3rd Prize, Bronze Medal 

Draw       BTM          (10+7) 

1st Prize, Gold Medal – Sergey Didukh 1.Sc1!! White plan. Logical try 1.Rg8? Qxh7 

2.Rxg7+ Qxg7+ 3.Kxg7 h4 4.Sxd4 Kg4! 5.f3+ Kg5 6.Se6+ Kf5 7.Sd4+ Ke5 8.Sc6+ Kd5 

9.Se7+ Kc4! Black plan. (9...Kc5? 10.Sg6 h3 11.Sxf4 h2 12.Sd3+!) 10.d3+ (10.Sf5 h3 

11.Sxd6+ Kd3!–+) 10...Kc5! 11.Sg6 (11.Sg8 f5!) 11...h3 12.Sxf4 h2–+ and 13.Sd3+ is 

impossible. 1...Qc2 2.Rg8 Qxh7 (2...Qc8+ 3.Ke7!=) 3.Rxg7+ Qxg7+ 4.Kxg7 d3! [4...h4 5.Se2 

h3 (5...Kg4 6.Sg1=) 6.Sg1! h2 7.Sf3+] 5.Sb3! Switchback (5.Sxd3? h4 6.f3 h3 7.Sf2 h2 8.a4 

Kh4 9.a5 Kg3 10.Sh1+ Kg2 11.a6 Kxh1 12.a7 Kg2 13.a8Q h1Q-+) 5...h4 6.Sd4 Kg4! 7.f3+ 

Kg5! Switchback (7...Kg3 8.Sf5+ Kxf3 9.Sxh4+ Ke2 10.a4=) 8.Se6+ Kf5 9.Sd4+ Ke5 10.Sc6+ 

Kd5 11.Se7+ Kc4 (11...Kc5 12.Sg6 h3 13.Sxf4 h2 14.Sxd3+ Kd4 15.Sf2; 11...Ke6 12.Sg6 h3 

13.Sxf4+) 12.Sf5! h3 13.Sxd6+ (13...Kd3 is impossible) 13...Kb4 14.Se4 h2 15.Sf2=   

2nd Prize, Silver Medal – Martin Minski 1.Qh5! (1.Bh2? Qe3+; 1.Bf4? Qxf4–+) 1...Qxh5 

2.h8Q Bh7! (2...Qg4 3.Qh2+ Bg2+ 4.Qf4 Qd7+ 5.Bd6 exd6 6.Qe3+=) 3.Bf4 Kf2! 

(3...Kf3/Kd1 4.Qe5=) 4.Qf8! battery (4.Qe5? Qd1+ 5.Bd2 Qxd2# mate with self-block on e5; 

4.Qf6?? exf6–+ no stalemate) 4...Qg4 5.Qf6!! (5.Ke5? Qe2+ 6.Be3+ Kxe3-+) 5...Kf1! (5...Bb1 

6.Qg5 Qd1+ 7.Bd2=) 6.Qf8! [logical try 6.Qf7? Bg6! 7.Qf8 Kf2! 8.Qf6! Qd1+! 9.Bd2+ Ke2! 

10.Qxe7+ (10.Qxg6 Qxd2+ 11.Ke5 Qe3+ 12.Qe4 Qxe4+ 13.Kxe4 Kd2 14.Kd4 Kc2–+) 

10...Kxd2-+ position X with bBg6] 6...Kf2 (6...Bb1 7.Ke5 Qe2+ 8.Be3+=; 6...Kg2 7.Qh6! 

Qd7+ 8.Bd6! e5+! 9.Ke3!=) 7.Qf6! (7.Qh6? Qd7+ 8.Bd6 e5+! 9.Kxe5 Qf5+ 10.Kd4 Qe4#) 

7...exf6 first ideal pin stalemate 7...Qd7+ 8.Bd6+ exf6 second ideal pin stalemate 7...Qd1+ 

8.Bd2+ exf6 third ideal pin stalemate (8...Ke2 9.Qxe7+ Kxd2 10.Qxh7 Qg1+ 11.Ke5 Qxc5+ 

12.Ke6=). 

3rd Prize, Bronze Medal – Steffen Nielsen In memory of Stepan Levitsky. Black strikes first 

with a move known from the famous "Shower of gold" game, Levitsky - Marshall, Breslau 

1912. 1...Qg3!! White, like Levitsky, is now faced with a choice of captures on g3. Or perhaps 

not?  Even when people throw gold coins on your table in admiration of your opponent, you 
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must remain calm, even logical. 2.Qg6+!! (Logical try 2.Qxg3? Se2+ 3.Kh1 Qxg3+ 4.Kg1 

Se2+ 5.Kh1 Rxh2+ 6.Kxh2 Rh6+ 7.Bh3 Rxb6 8.Ra1 c2 9.Ra8+ Kf7 Black wins) 2...Kd8 

(2...Rxg6 3.fxg3+–; 2...Qxg6?? 3.Rb8#; 2....Kf8 3. Qxf6+!) 3.Qxg3! Now is time to see what 

Marshall has got up his sleeve. 3...Se2+ 4.Kh1 Sxg3+ 5.Kg1 Se2+ (5...Sxf1 6.Kxf1= and White 

is in no danger of losing.) 6.Kh1 Rxh2+! 7.Kxh2 Rh6+ 8.Bh3 Rxb6 The threat is now simply 

9...c2. 9.Ra1!= Now it is a draw, as 9...c2 10.Ra8+ Kc7 11.Rc8 even wins for White. White 

plays 10.Ra2 or 10.Ra4 on the next move. (9.Bf5? Rh6+ (9...c2) 

W________w 
[w1nHwdwi] 
[dw)wdwdP] 
[w0wdwdpI] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[ndwdwHwd] 
[dwdwGw)p] 
[wdP!Bdw1] 
[dwdwdw4r] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[)PipdNdw] 
[wdb4w)wd] 
[)wgndwdw] 
[wHKdwGwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dw$wdwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdNdKh ] 
[dN Hwdwdw] 
[wdwdn dwd] 
[dN dBdn iP] 
[wdwdw0n d] 
[dNH wdwdw] 
[wgwdRdpd] 
[1n dn dwdw] 
w--------w 

Juraj Lörinc 
1st Prize, Gold Medal 

#2√.   Take & Make   (10+11) 
nN Nightriderhopper 
N Camel 

Borislav Gadjanski 
2nd Prize, Silver Medal 

hs#2½* Take & Make  (11+6) 

Hubert Gockel 
3rd Prize, Bronze Medal 

#2                            (10+11) 
a) AMU, b) Functionary Chess 

Fairies 

  

1st Prize, Gold Medal - Juraj Lörinc A remarkable problem presenting a very complex and 

interesting theme: three white thematic first moves (2 tries and the solution) on the same 

squares e6-a8 and carousel change with anti-battery mates on the same square e4! Tries 

1.CAxe6-a8? (2.Se6#) Qxa8-d7!, 1.Rxe6-a8? (2.Se6#) Qxa8-c8! and the solution 1.Bxe6-a8! 

(2.Se6#) demonstrate excellent use of the Take & Make condition. Solution: 1.CAxe6-a8? 

(2.Se6#), 1…NHxe2-e6[a] 2.Be4#[A], 1…NHxd5-e6[b] 2.Re4#[B], 1…Qa6 2.Sxa6-e6#, 

1…Qxa8-d7!; 1.Rxe6-a8? (2.Se6#), 1…NHxd5-e6[b] 2.CAe4#[C], 1…NHxb5-e6[c] 

2.Be4#[A], 1…Qxa8-a6 (Qa6) 2.Sxa6-e6#, 1…Qxa8-c8!; 1.Bxe6-a8! (2.Se6#), 1…NHxb5-

e6[c] 2.Re4#[B], 1…NHxe2-e6[a] 2.CAe4#[C], 1…Qa6 2.Sxa6-e6#. 

2nd Prize, Silver Medal - Borislav Gadjanski - Another remarkable problem! Surprising 

battery mates (with double checks) after zugzwang, where the front and rear battery units are 

pinned! The play is extremely dynamic (4 Take & Make captures in each phase!), with depth in 

thematic attitude: masked half-pin of black Bishops, Pelle-maneuvers demonstrated by White 

and Black. Still, I could say one more thing: there is no full interchange of functions between 

bR/bB, because in set-play and solution the black Rook "works" with different black Bishops. 

Solution: Set-play: 1.Kxd5-e7 Bxg2-c2 2.Sxc2-d3 Rxd3-e5#; Play: 1…Bxb4-c2 2.Rgxc2-e4 

Sb4 3.Kxb4-a6 Bxe4-c4#. 

3rd Prize, Bronze Medal - Hubert Gockel A super-modern and unusual twomover in which 

we see (probably for the first time?!) a paradoxical formation of twins: AMU in position a) and 

Functionary Chess in position b). Against this background, the demonstration of the Lacny 

theme is really sensational! Without doubt it is very difficult to show different keys and threats 

by the same pieces. Solution: a) AMU condition: 1.Be2~? Rd1!; 1.Bf1! (2.Qd4#), 1...Qxg3[a] 

2.Bd4#[A], 1...Qxd2[b] 2.Sf7#[B], 1...Qxc7[c] 2.Sxg6#[C]; b) Functionary condition: 1.Bf1? 

b4!; 1.Bh5? Rd1!; 1.Bd1! (2.Qc3#), 1...Qxg3[a] 2.Sxg6#[C], 1...Qxd2[b] 2.Bd4#[A], 

1...Qxc7[c] 2.Sf7#[B]. 
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Promotions by Maslar 

  

Promotions has been one of the most popular themes in all genres of the chess composition. 

Promotions by themselve are no big deal. They must be combined with other themes and ideas 

in order to be noticed and remebered. Zdravko has composed quite a few of them. Here are 

some examples: 

W________w 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dw0P)r)w] 
[wdndrdwG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wiwdw0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[ndwdwdwd] 
[dR)wdNdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdw0w] 
[w)wdwdPg] 
[dw)wdphw] 
[wdw)Pdwd] 
[dwdwIwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[iPGwdwdw] 
[ndwdwdwd] 
[dpdpdwdw] 
[w)w0wdwd] 
[)wdKdwdw] 
[Qdpdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ1  
Problem 1962 

h#2                           (11+6) 

NÁ2 Commendation 
Die Schwalbe 2007 

h#2        2 solutions     (6+6) 

NÁ3 1st Place 
Match Serbia-Slovenia 1958(v) 

h#3                               (5+6) 

NÁ1 1.?? c8S 2.Kc6 Se7#; 1.?? c8B 2.Kc4 Be6#; 1.?? c8Q 2.Ke4 Qc4#; 1.Ke6! c8R 2.fxe2 

Rc6#. A coment by Chris Feather: ''Tries are very rarely convincing in helpmates and since this 

combination of motifs can be shown with four solutions and no idle white pieces, I cannot help 

seeing the form of this problem as an ingenious way of attempting to justify poor economy!''. 

NÁ2 1.c1R (c1Q/S/B?) b8R (b8Q/B/S?) 2.Sxb4+ axb4#; 1.c1B (c1Q/R/S?) b8B+ (b8Q/R/S?) 

2.Ka8 Qxd5#. Comment by Paz Einat: ”White on the move can realize the two mating routes 

seen in the solution. The position was carefully built so that any possible black move not 

involving Pawn c2 spoils those mates. A Knight (check) or Queen promotion also spoil so we 

are left with the Rook and Bishop promotions. These tempo moves nicely separate the two 

mating routes and the artistry of realizing this with matching Black and White promotions is 

the magic touch of the composer.” 

NÁ3 1.Kc5 e8B! 2.Kd6 d8R+! 3.Ke7 g8S#. Three promotions into minor pieces in a three-move 

helpmate is rare. But this is not all there is here. Notice the tempo move 1...e8B. Any other 

promoted piece would not work. The icing on the cake is that this Bishop is not even needed in 

the mating picture! 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdw$wd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[p)wdPdpd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwiwdwd] 
[dwhwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdndw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdwdBdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdw)kdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[Bdp0wdwd] 
[dwgndwIw] 
w--------w 

NÁ4 Commendation 
Shakhmatnaya Kompozitsia 1992 

h#3         b) –bSf5        (6+4) 

NÁ5 3rd Honorable Mention 
feenschach 1990 
Dedicated to Peter Kniest 

h#4                               (4+6) 

NÁ6 2nd Prize 
Mat Plus 1995 

h#7       2 solutions        (4+6) 

NÁ4 shows a mixed AUW in a miniature! The paradox here is that the black promotion pieces 

are strong while the white promotion pieces are week. Both mates are model. a) 1.e1R h8S 

2.Re8 Bh3 3.Se7 Sf7#; b) 1.e1Q h8B 2.Qe6 Bb5 3.Qc8 Bf6# 

The simplicity of NÁ5 is amazing. Here we have a double Phoenix, one for the Knight and the 

other for the Bishop. Both pieces are actively sacrificed. The newly promoted pieces are tempo 

moves and serve no other purpose. Pure Maslar! 1.Sf2 Kxf2 2.d1S+ Kf3 3.Bf4 gxf4 4.c1B 

Bb1#. 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw1r] 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[4whwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Gw0wdwdw] 
[K0p0pdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0w0w0w] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[hwdw0wdw] 
[pdpdP0P0] 
[dkdwdKdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdw0wd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[Pdw0p0pd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ7 Special Honorable Mention 
Die Schwalbe 1988 

h#7                            (4+10) 

NÁ8 2nd Prize 
Die Schwalbe 2002 

h#6                             (2+10) 

NÁ9 with Slavko Maslar 
Probleemblad 1960 

h#8                              (2+9) 

NÁ6 1.g1S Rg6 2.Sf3 exf3 3.e3 f4 4.e2 f5 5.e1B f6 6.Bc3 f7 7.Bh8 f8S#; 1.e3 Rf2! 2.exf2 e4 

3.f1B e5 4.g1R e6 5.Rg7 e7 6.Bc4 e8Q 7.Bg8 Qh5#.  Said the late Milan Velimirović: ''Four 

black and two white promotions are evenly distributed between two solutions of this 

masterpiece. Each solution has its own piquances, i.e. promotion to Knight in one, or white 

Rook sacrifice in the other''. 

NÁ7 is an improvemnt of an earlier rendering of four black Rook promotions by C.M. Fox, 

which had black King in check. Here we have four black promotions into Rook and one white 

promotion into Queen. 1.a1R g3 2.h1R+ Kg2 3.Rh5 gxh5 4.f1R h6 5.Rf8 h7 6.Rg8 hxg8Q 

7.c1R Qb3#. 

NÁ8 1.c1B Kb1 2.e1B Kc2 3.b1B+ Kd1 4.Bg6 Ke2 5.d1B+ Kxe1! 6.Bdh5 Bxc1#. The four 

black Pawns are nicely lined up on consequtive squares and then promoted into black Bishops. 

NÁ9 1.d1B Ka1 2.Bb3 axb3 3.e1S b4 4.f1Q b5 5.Qc4 b6 6.Qc7 bxc7 7.g1R c8Q 8.Rg5 Qh3#. 

Another foursome of lined up black Pawns promotes, this time it is an AUW. Said the late 

Gábor Cseh: „”In my opinion, the most elegant black AUW example. The position of this one is 

extraordinarily natural. It is hard to believe that it cannot be solved in another way.” 

Recently Honored US Compositions 
  

All solutions and comments have been obtained from magazines which originally published the 

awards, or from awarded composers. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[4w0wdwdw] 
[k0Qdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[GBdwdwdK] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[dwdpdpdw] 
[RdwdPdPd] 
[$wdwHkdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ1 Robert Lincoln† 
1st-2nd Prize 
Parkhomenko-80 JT 2018 

#2*√..                           (2+4) 

NÁ2 Kabe Moen 
2nd Honorable Mention 
The Problemist 2016 

#2√..                            (8+5) 

W________w 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw)p] 
[wdwdNdRd] 
[!wdq4kdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ3 Kabe Moen 
Commendation 
The Problemist 2016 

#2*√                             (7+5) 

NÁ1 1…Ra8 2.Qxa8#, 1…Rb7 2.Qa4#; 1.Qf3? (zz), 1…b5 2.Qc6#, 1…Ra8 2.Qxa8#, 1…Rb7 

2.Qa3#, 1…c6/c5+!; 1.Ka4? (zz), 1…Ra8 2.Qxa8#, 1…Rb7!; 1.Kb3? (zz), 1…Ka5 2.Qa4#, 

1…Rb7 2.Qa4#, 1…Ra8!; 1.Kc4! (zz), 1…Rb7 2.Qa4#, 1…Ka5 2.Qb5#, 1…Ra8 2.Qxa8#. 

NÁ2 1.exd3? (2.Sxf3#), 1…Bxd3+ 2.Sxd3#, 1…f2!; 1.e3? (2.Sxd3/Sxf3#) d2!; 1.e4? 

(2.Sxd3/Sxf3#) f2!; 1.exf3! (2.Sxd3#) Sxf3/Sxg2/d2 2.Sxf3/Sxg2/Bxa6#. Albino combined with 

Barnes and pseudo le Grand. 
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NÁ3 1…Qxe4+/Rxe4 2.Bxe4/Qxd3#; 1.g6? (2.Sd2/Sg5#), 1…Re2 2.R2g3#, 1…hxg4 2.Rf2#, 

1…Re1!; 1.Qc5! (2.Qf5#), 1…Rxe4/Re2/Qd5/hxg4/e6 2.Qf2/R2g3/Sd2/Rf2/Qf8#. An old-

style problem nicely done. An abandoned half-pin leads to changed play. 

W________w 
[K$wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dqdwdwdw] 
[B)kdwdwd] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
[wdNdwdwd] 
[dwdwHwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[$bdwdwdk] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdn] 
[wdwdpdw!] 
[dwdwIwhw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
[QdbdkdK)] 
[)wGwdw)B] 
[wdNdwdw)] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
w--------w 

NÁ4 Steven B. Dowd 
2nd Prize 
Springaren 2014 

s#7*        2 sols.          (8+2) 

NÁ5 Steven B. Dowd 
4th Prize 
Springaren 2014 

s#12*                             (6+5) 

NÁ6 Steven B. Dowd 
5th Prize 
Springaren 2014 

s#10                          (11+2) 

NÁ4 1…Qxa6#; 1.Se3+! Kxb4 2.S1c2+ Kc5 3.Rc3+ Qc4 4.Re8! Qxc3 5.Qb5+ Kd6 6.Sf5+ Kc7 

7.Qa5+ Qxa5#; 1.Re3! Kd5 2.Bb3+ Qc4 3.Qb5+ Kd6 4.Rd8+ Kc7 5.Qb8+ Kc6 6.Ba4+ Qb5 

7.Ka7 Qxa4#. Two well-balanced solutions with three different mates and two different squares 

for the white King. Both keys are flight-giving and the economy is good. 

NÁ5 1…Sxf3#; 1.Rg8! Kh6 2.Rh8+ Kg7 3.Qe5+ Kf7 4.Qe6+ Kg7 5.Rh7+ Kxf8 6.Rh8+ Kg7 

7.Rg8+ Kh7 8.Qf7+ Kh6 9.Rg6+ Kh5 10.Rg2+ Kh6 11.Qg7+ Kh5 12.Rh2! Sxf3#. Q/R change 

of places, nicely performed. The capture of Sf8 is unexpected. 

NÁ6 1.Ba5! Kd3 2.Bf1+ Ke4 3.Kh3 Kf3 4.Rg4! the black Bishop has eleven squares to move 

to, 4…Bxf1#?; 4…Be2? 5.Sd4+ Ke3 6.Qe8+ Kd3 7.Qe6 Bxf1#; 4…Bd3? 5.Qc6+ Be4 6.Qc3+ 

Bd3 7.Be2+ Kxe2 8.Qe1+ Kf3 9.Qf1+ Bxf1#; 4…Bd5? 5.Se1+ Ke3 6.Bb6+ Kd2 7.Qc2+ Kxe1 

8.Ba5+ Kxf1 9.Qg2+ Bxg2#; 4…Ba2! 5.Qc6+ Bd5 6.Se1+ Ke3 7.Bb6+ Kd2 8.Qc2+ Kxe1 

9.Ba5+ Kxf1 10.Qg2+ Bxg2#; 4…Bb5! 5.Sd4+ Ke3 6.Sf5+ Kf3 7.Qd1+ Be2 8.Sd4+ Ke3 

9.Qc1+ Kd3 10.Be1! Bxf1#. Two full-length variations with model mates and a switchback of 

wS. 

W________w 
[wdw$w$NI] 
[dwdwdw)P] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ7 Steven B. Dowd 
2nd Honorable Mention 
Springaren 2014 

s#8                           (10+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[k)Qdwdwd] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Rdwdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwIw] 
w--------w 

NÁ8 Robert Lincoln† 
1st Prize 
SuperProblem 2017 

#2ã                             (5+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw!wd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdRIwdpd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ9 Robert Lincoln† 
1st Honorable Mention 
SuperProblem 2017 

#2ã.                            (4+3) 

NÁ7 1.Sg5! Sc2 2.Qe2+ Se3 3.Qb5+ Sd5 4.Se6! Kxe6 5.Qe8+ Se7 6.g4! Ke5 7.Rf5+ Ke6 

8.Qg6+ Sxg6#, 1…Sb3 2.Qb5+ Sc5 3.Sh3! Ke6 4.Qc6+ Ke5 5.Qe8+ Se6 6.Qh5+ Sg5 7.Rfe8+ 

Kf5 8.Qf7+ Sxf7#. The black Knight moves from one corner and mates the King in the 

opposite corner. 

NÁ8 1.Rb2? (2.Qc8/Qa8#), 1...Bxb6+ 2.Qxb6#, 1...Bb4!; 1.Ba3! (zz), 1...B~ 2.Bb4#, 1...Bxb6+ 

2.Bc5#. 

NÁ9 1.Rc6? (zz), 1...B~ 2.Qh6#, 1...Bd6!; 1.Rc7? (zz), 1...B~ 2.Rh7#, 1...Be7!; 1.Rc8! (zz), 

1...B~  2.Rh8#, 1...Bg7 2.Rc5#, 1...Bh6 2.Bg6#, 1...g3 2.Be2#. 
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w________w 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[hw0wdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w!wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[4wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ10 Robert Lincoln† 
2nd Honorable Mention 
SuperProblem 2017 

#2ã.                            (3+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dKdwdpdk] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dQdwdw$w] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[ndwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[kdwGwdwd] 
[dNdQdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ11 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
SuperProblem 2017 

#2ã....                          (4+3) 

NÁ12 Robert Lincoln† 
7th Honorable Mention 
Polish CF Tourney 2017 

#2ã..                           (4+3) 

NÁ10 1.Re6+? c6!; 1.Re5? 1...c5!; 1.Rb2! (zz), 1...R~ 2. Qa4/Qa3/Ra2#, 1...Ra4 2.Qxa4#, 

1...Ra3 2.Qxa3#, 1...Ra2  2.Rxa2#, 1...Ra5 2.Qb7#, 1...S~ 2.Qb5#, 1...c6/c5 2.Qb6#. 

NÁ11 1.Sa5? (2.Qa3#) b4!; 1.Bc3? (zz), 1...S~ 2.Sc5#, 1...Sb4!; 1.Sa1? (2.Qa3#) Kb4!; 1.Sc5+? 

Sxc5 2.Qa3#, 1...Kb4 2.Qc3#, 1...Ka5!; 1.Qc3? (2.Qa5#), 1...b4 2.Qc6#, 1...Sb4!; 1.Sd2! 

(2.Qa3#), 1...b4 2.Qxa6#. 

NÁ12 1.Qe1? (2.Qg3#), 1...h4 2.Qf1#, 1...f2!; 1.Sf2+? Kh4 2.Qe4#, 1...Kh2!; 1.Qf5? (2.Qxh5#), 

1...h4 2.Qxf3#, 1...Kh4!; 1.Qe4! (zz), 1...f2 2.Qh1#, 1...Kh4 2.Sf2#, 1...h4 2.Qxf3#, 1...hxg4 

2.Qh7#. 

W________w 
[Rdwdwdwd] 
[dKdwdk0w] 
[Rdwdw0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0k] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw!wdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdr] 
w--------w 

NÁ13 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
Polish CF Tourney 2017 

#2*                              (4+3) 

NÁ14 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
Polish CF Tourney 2017 

#2√.                            (3+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw!w] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwGwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ15 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
Polish CF Tourney 2017 

#2*√.                           (5+1) 

NÁ13 1...Ke7 2.Qxg7#; 1.Qc2! (zz), 1...Ke7/g6/f5 2.Qc7#. Lincoln theme. (1...g5 2.Qh7#) 

NÁ14 1.Qd3? (2.Qh7#) Bg6/g4/Kh4!; 1.Qc4? (2.Qg4#) Bd7/Rg1/Rh4!; 1.Qc8! (2.Qg4#), 

1...Bd7 2.Qh8#, 1...Rg1 2.Qh3#, 1...Rh4 2.Qxe8#. Elmgren-2 theme. 

NÁ15 1...Kc6 2.Qb5#; 1.Ba5? (zz), 1...Kc8 2.Qd8#, 1...Ke6/Kxe8!; 1.Bb4? (zz), 1...Ke6 2.Qf5#, 

1...Kxe8 2.Qe7#, 1...Kc8!; 1.Bh4! (zz), 1...Ke6 2.Qf5#, 1...Kc8 2.Qd8#. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdbdw] 
[wdwdw!wd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdwgpd] 
[dwdwdwGw] 
w--------w 

NÁ16 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
Polish CF Tourney 2017 

#2√..                           (3+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dwdw)Piw] 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[0wdwdBdw] 
[w0QdwdNd] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ17 Steven B. Dowd 
4th Honorable Mention 
IRT 2013-2014 

s#8                              (8+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwdQ)kdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwGK$w] 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ18 Steven B. Dowd 
Commendation 
IRT 2013-2014 

s#10*                          (6+3) 
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NÁ16 1.Kh5? (2.Qh2#), 1...Bg4+ 2.Qxg4#, 1...Bg6+!; 1.Qf3+? Kh4 2.Bxf2#, 1...Bg3!; 1.Bxf2? 

(2.Qh4/Qg3#) g1Q!; 1.Kg5! (2.Qh2#), 1...Bxg1 2.Qh4#, 1...Be3 2.Qxe3#, 1...Bg3 2.Qxf5#. 

Cristoffanini theme and Dombrovskis Paradox. 

NÁ17 1.Bb1! (zz) a4 (1…b3? 2.e8S+ and s#6) 2.f8R a3! (3…b3? and s#7) 3.Qc7 a2 4.Bf5 b3 

5.Rg8+ Kf7 6.Sh6+ Kxf6 7.Qc3+ Kxe7 8.Qe5+ Bxe5#; 3…b3 4.e8S+ Kxf8 5.Qc5+ Kf7 

6.Sh6+ Ke6 7.Sc7+ Kf6 8.Qe7+ Kxe7#.  

NÁ18 White need a tempo move to enforce the set mate. 1…dxe5 2.Qd6 e4#; 1.Rg7! dxe5 

2.Qd7+ Kf6 3.Qe7+ Kf5 4.Rf7+ Kg6 5.Qf6+ Kh5 6.Qh8+ Kg6 7.Rg7+ Kf5! 8.Qh3+ Kf6 

9.Qh6+ Kf5 10.Rg3! e4#. 

NÁ19 A good, quiet move sequence by White. 1.Bd2! (zz) Bxg4! (1…Kh4? 2.Rh6 Kh3 3.Sf8 

Kh4 4.Sg6+ Kh3 5.Qf1+ Kg4 6.Qd3! and s#7) 2.Rh6+ Bh5 3.Sf8 Kh4 4.Qd1 Kh3 5.Qe2 Kh4 

6.Qd3 Kg4 7.Sg6 Bxg6 8.Qe4+ Bxe4#. 

NÁ20 1.d1Q! 2-3.Qh6 4.Kg5 5-6.d1Q! 7-8.Qdh7 9-11.d1Q! 12-13.Qdf6 14-17.d1Q! 18-

19.Qdh1 20.Rg2 21.Q6h2 22.Q7h3 23.Kh5 24.Qfh4 25.Sg5 Re5=. Four promotions to the 

Queen on the same d1-square and ending with black Queens beautifully lined-up. Vintage 

Sphicas! 

NÁ21 1.h1S+ Kf3 2.g1S+ Ke4 3.Sg3+ Ke5 4.Sf3+ Kd6 5.Sf5+ Kd7 6.Se5+ Ke8 7.Kc6 8.Kd5 

9.Ke6 Sf4#; 1.g1Q+ Kf3 2.Qa1 3.Qa8+ c6 4.h1Q+ Ke3 5.Qxh3+ Kd2 6.Qd7+ cxd7 7.c3+ Kxc3 

8.Qc8+ dxc8Q 9.Ka4 Qa6#. Although no longer with us, Dan Meinking continues to charm us 

with his invention, pser, which revitalized series-movers (White can move but only if checked). 

Here we have two promotions to black Knights (they both self-block) and two black Queens 

(they are both sacrificed to advance the white Pawn). Solutions are hard to find. 

W________w 
[wdKdwdNd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdwdndwd] 
[dwdpdkdw] 
[wdw0wdpd] 
[dwdpdw0w] 
[wdw0R0w4] 
[dBdwdNgw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dk)wdw)w] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIN] 
[wdwdwdp0] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dwdwdwdb] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[0wdwdwdk] 
[P0wdwdw)] 
[dKdwGw!w] 
w--------w 

NÁ19 Steven B. Dowd 
Commendation 
IRT 2013-2014 

s#8                              (8+4) 

NÁ20 George P. Schicas 
Commendation 
Die Schwalbe  2016 

ser.-h=25                   (6+11) 

NÁ21 Dan Meinking† 
3rd Prize 
idee & form 2010-2011 
Dedicated to Thomas Maeder 

pser-h#9       2 sols.     (4+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[iwdwdPdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0bdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdwdw4] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[p)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wHwdwdwd] 
[)wdwdwdw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[wdw$wdwI] 
[dwdwGw0w] 
[w0wdkHwd] 
[1rdwdp)B] 
[Qgwdw)rd] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ22 Richard Becker 
1st Prize 
Springaren 2007-08(v) 

Win                            (4+4) 

NÁ23 Kabe Moen 
2nd Honorable Mention 
The Problemist 2017 

#2*                            (10+9) 

NÁ24 Richard Becker 
Prize, Section for draws 
ChessStar 2015 

Draw                           (6+4) 



68 
NÁ22 1.f6! (1.Ke7? a2 2.Ra8+ Kb5 3.f6 Ba4 =) 1...a2 2.Kd6 Kb5 (2...Ba4 3.Kc5! +-) 3.Rb8+ 

Kc4 4.Ra8 Kb5 5.Ra3 Kb4 6.Ra7 Kb5 7.Kc7 Kb4 8.Kd8 Kb5 9.Ra3 Kb4 10.Ra8(Ra6) Kb5 

11.Ra7 Ba4 12.f7 a1Q 13.f8Q Qd4+ 14.Rd7 Qb6+ 15.Rc7 Qb8+ 16.Rc8 Qb6+ 17.Ke7 Qe3+ 

18.Kf7 Bb3+ 19.Kg7! (19.Kg6? Bc2+! 20.Rxc2 Qg3+! =) 19...Qd4+ 20.Kg6 Bc2+ 21.Rxc2 

Qg4+ 22.Kxh6 Qe6+ 23.Kg5! +-.  

NÁ23 1…Rc3/Bc3/Bxe5 2.Rd4/Qc2/Sxg5#; 1.Bc3! (2.Rd4/Re6/Sxg5/Qb1/Re1#), 1…Rxc3/ 

Bxc3/Rxg3/Rxf2/Qa6/g4/bxc3 2.Qe6/Qc2/Rd4/Re6/Sxg5/Qb1/Re1#. A problem in classical 

style showing a combination of Nowotny, Grimshaw and Fleck themes. 

NÁ24 1.b7! Rab8 2.Bc6 a5 3.Sa6 Rbg8 4.Bd5 Rg5 5.b8Q Rxb8 6.Bf7+ Kh4 7.Sxb8 Kg3 8.Kg1 

Rb5 9.Kf1 Kf3 10.Ke1 Ke3 11.Bb3 Rxb8 12.Kd1 a4 13.Ba2 Rb2 14.Kc1 Rxa2 15.Kb1 Rxa3 

16.Kb2 =. 

W________w 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdrdwdp] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[dwGwdwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdRIwdwd] 
[irdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ25 Richard Becker   
& Iuri Akobia† 
HM, Section for draws 
ChessStar 2015  

Draw                           (4+4) 

NÁ26 Richard Becker 
2nd HM, Section for wins 
ChessStar 2015 

Win                             (3+3) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dwdwdwdr] 
[wdB!wdwd] 
[dwIwdkdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ27 Robert Lincoln† 
Commendation 
Problemist Ukraine 2017 

#2ã                             (4+3) 

NÁ25 1.Sc7! Kg6 2.Sa8! Rb3 3.Sxb6 Rxb6 4.Ba3 Kh5 (4...Kf5 5.Bc5 Ra6 6.Be7 Kg4 7.Bd8 

Rc6 8.Kh2 Rc2 8.Ba5 Rc6 10.Bd8 =) 5.Bc5 Re6 6.Ba7 Re8 7.Bb6 Re7 8.Bc5 Re6 9.Ba7 Re8 

10.Bb6 Re7 11.Bc5 Rd7 12.Bb4 Rd5 13.Bc3 Kg4 14.Kh2 Kf3 15.Bb4 Kg4 16.Bc3 Rf5 

17.Bd4  Re5 18.Bc3 =. 

NÁ26 1.Kc3! (1.Ke3? Rb3+ 2.Ke4 Kb1 3.Rf2 Rb4+ 4.Kd3 Rb3+ 5.Ke4 5.Rb4+ 6.Ke5 Rb3 =) 

1...Rf1 2.Rd2 Kb1 3.Rb2+ Ka1 (3...Kc1 4.Rc2+ Kb1 5.Rd2 Re1 6.d6 Re8 7.Rd1+ Ka2 8.Kd4 

+-) 4.Rc2 f2 5.Kc4 zz Kb1 6.Kb3 Ka1 7.Ra2+ Kb1 8.Rd2 Ka1 9.Ka3 Kb1 10.Rb2+ Kc1 

11.Kb3 Kd1 12.Kc3(Kc4) Kc1 13.Ra2 Kb1 14.Kb3 Rd1 15.Rxf2+-. 

NÁ27 1.Kd1? (2.Qe2/Qg2/Qe1#)  Rg3!; 1.Rg2! (2.Qe2#), 1…Re3 2.Qf2#, 1...Be3 2.Bd3#.  

The Primorsky Chess Federation (Vladivostok, Russia) announces an international 

formal tourney dedicated to the memory of Russian composer Sergey Burmistrov (1960-1992). 

The tourney is held in one section: orthodox twomovers (#2). The theme is free. No more than 

three problems from one author are allowed, including joint works. Judge: Anatoly Vasilenko. 

     Prizes, honorable mentions, commendations and special nominations  for Far Eastern chess 

composers have been established. The first three winners will be awarded chess books. 

     Entries should be sent by August 1, 2019 via email to tourney director Evgeny Permyakov 

(permyakov63@mail.ru). 

     The tourney results will be published in 2019. All participants will receive the result 

information by email. 
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SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions – TWOMOVERS 
  

Comments from: Editor (E), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

  

T0987 (Seetharaman/Narayanan) 1....Rxd6 2.e8Q#, 1....Qxd6 2.Bf3#, 1...Rd8+ 2.exd8S#; 

1.Se6! (2.Qc5#), 1....Rxd6/Rd8+ 2.S(x)d8#, 1...Qxd6 2.Sd4#, 1...Qd5 2.Qa6#. Two changed 

pinmates in a Meredith setting (E), A remarkable Meredith (WS). 

T0988 (Roland) a) 1…Kf5 2.Qh5#, 1…f5 2.Qb8#, 1…Bf4~ 2.Qb8#; 1.Rf7? (zz) Kf5!; 

1.Rg8/Rh8? (zz) f5!; 1.Qg6? (2.Qxf6/Qe4#) Bf5+!; 1.Ka1! and play goes as in the set play. b) 

1.Rh8! (zz) e5 2.Qg8# (changed mate from a). Bristol. Geometric correspondence between the 

keys. Three corners of the board visited by white pieces (E), Funny waiting moves. I liked this 

very much (WS). 

ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 
  

Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2019 competition. Please send your 

originals to the individual editors. Solvers‟ comments are due by 8/15/2019 and should be sent 

to the Section Editor. Comments are preferred by email, but those sent by regular mail will be 

accepted as well. 

  

TWOMOVERS 
Editor: Eugene Rosner, Judge: David Shire 

  

We begin this issue with another lightweight, featuring board manipulation. Marco continues 

his rather thorough investigations in threat correction. Look for changed play in Valery‟s 

T1002. The same could be said for Daniel‟s T1004, but this time over four phases. Andreas 

and Marcos have a shared theme; I will not say more other than to ask you how each composer 

approaches his task. 

W________w 
[wdRIwdbd] 
[dNdwHw!w] 
[wdRdwhwd] 
[0wdp)Pdr] 
[wdwiwdwg] 
[dPdw0w)w] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwGw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[RdwdKdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdNhwdwd] 
[dwHwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dbdwdwdQ] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwIBHw4w] 
[wdNdpdPd] 
[dpdw0wdw] 
[w$bdkdw)] 
[$rdw)wdw] 
[wdPdw!wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw$wdwd] 
[dwdwdwGB] 
[w0wdwdw0] 
[dKdNHP0w] 
[Rhw0k4pd] 
[dw0pdw!b] 
[ndw)wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[Gwdw0wdw] 
[bdwdwdpg] 
[dwdRdPdw] 
[w0wdkhn$] 
[dwdpHp)p] 
[QdPdBdwd] 
[dwdNdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wGBhwdw4] 
[dwdwdwgw] 
[wIpdwdqd] 
[dw0wdwhw] 
[wdPdkdP0] 
[dPdw0Ndw] 
[RdwdNdPd] 
[dwdRdw!w] 
w--------w 

T0999 Kabe Moen 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

T1000 Marco Guida 
Italy 

#2                                (5+5) 
b) Invert board (wQh8, wRa1 etc.) 
 

#2                               (12+7) 

T1001 Andreas Witt 
Germany 

#2√...                         (13+8) 

T1002 Valery Shanshin 
Russia 

#2*                           (11+11) 

T1003 Marcos Roland 
Brasil 

#2√......                    (12+10) 

T1004 Daniel Wirajaya 
Indonesia  

#2*√.                        (10+13) 
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T0989 (Maleika) 1.f4! (2.Bxd4#), 1…exf3e.p./Sxe3/Bxe3/Sb3,Sb1,Sf3 2.Sd1/Qc1/Qg7/ 

Rxc4#. Moscow theme (E), Good self-pin variations (WS).  

T0990 (Pankratyev) 1...Be8[a] 2.Qc3#[A], 1…Bh2/Bg3[b] 2.Qd4#[B], 1...Re1/Ree2 2.Sxd3#, 

1…Rh3/Rg3/Ref3 2.Qe4#, 1...f5 2.Sf7#[C]; 1.Ba8? (2.Qc3#), 1...Bc6 2.Qd4#, 1…d1S!; 

1.Rxd7? (2.Qc3#) d1S!; 1.Be4! (2.Sxf7#[C]), 1...Bh2/Bg3[b] 2.Qc3#[A], 1...Be8[a] 

2.Qd4#[B], 1...Rxe4 2.Sxd3#. Reciprocal change from set-play (E).   

T0991 (Rice/Barnes) 1.Re4? (2.Ke3#) Rh5!; 1.Re5? [2.Ke4# (Ke3?)] f5!; 1.Re7! [2.Rd7# (Ke3 

Ke4?)], 1…f5 2.Ke3#, 1…Bxe7 2.Ke4#, 1…Bxc2+ 2.Kxc2#, 1…Bxc4+ 2.Kxc4#. A tertiary 

threat correction. No Knights! (E), A highlight with a good try and intensive use of the battery, 

a busy King! (WS). 

T0992 (Dyachuk) 1.Qxg6? (2.Qe4[A]/Qd3#[B]), 1...Se5[a] 2.Qe4#[A], 1...Sc3[b] 2.Qd3#[B], 

1...g1Q[c] 2.Qxg1#, 1...c4!; 1.Qxb3? (2.Qd3[B]/Qe3#[C]), 1...Se5[a] 2.Qe3#[C], 1...Sc3[b] 

2.Qxc3#, 1...g1Q[c] 2.Qd3#[B], 1...Ra3!; 1.Qe6! (2.Qe3[C]/Qe4#[A]), 1...Se5[a] 2.Qxe5#, 

1...Sc3[b] 2.Qe3#[C], 1...g1Q[c] 2.Qe4#[A]. A cycle of double threats, carousel change, 

change of mates (E), An interesting combination of modern motives (WS). 

 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wIBdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wiwdwdwd] 
[HwdwdRdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0Ndwd] 
[dwdkdKdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[dwdwdRdw] 
[wdpHwdwd] 
[dwiw0wdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdRdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
[wdpdw0wd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwiwdwd] 
[dQdwdwHw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwiw)wI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwGwdpd] 
[dQdwdbdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[0wdwdwIw] 
[rdw)wdwd] 
[dPGwipdw] 
[w)wdp0w)] 
[dwdwdP0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dndB!wdw] 
w--------w 

M1575 Mikola Chernyavskyi 
Ukraine 

#3                                (4+2) 

M1576 Luke Neyndorff 
El Cajon, CA 

#3ã                              (4+2) 

M1577 Vasily Malyuk 
Russia  

#3                                (5+3) 

M1578 Alena Astafeva 
Russia 

#3ã        b) +bPd6       (5+3) 

M1579 Petrašin Petrašinović 
Serbia 

#3*ã                             (5+4) 

M1580 Vladimir Kozhakin 
Russia 

#3*ã                          (10+8) 

THREEMOVERS 
Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Sergey Bilyk 

  

A warm welcome to Alena Astafeva from Russia and to our own Luke Neyndorff from 

California! 

     Mikola Chernyavsky and I have published three threemovers with the following idea: 2nd 

and 3rd moves of two threats show up reciprocally in the solution and in two variations. I‟d be 

more than happy to receive a threemover with this theme. (Warning! It‟s not easy to achieve.) 

     Luke, usually a twomovers composer, has recently been trying his hand at threemovers. We 

hope to hear from him again soon. Despite its light position M1578 has a rich play. M1582 & 

M1583, both solid threemovers, show a similar idea: three defenses on the same square.   
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w________w 
[wdRdwdwd] 
[dpHwdwdw] 
[B0Piwdwd] 
[0wdPdwdp] 
[Pdw0R0w4] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wIPdP)wd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdwdBdwd] 
[dNdK0wdw] 
[wdwdQ0wh] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[pdPiwdb$] 
[dp0whwdw] 
[wdr)P)wd] 
[dNGwdwgw] 
w--------w 

w________w 
[wdKdBHwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[wdwgR)wd] 
[)whkhrdw] 
[w$p0bdw!] 
[dPdNdpdw] 
[wdr)wdwG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

M1581 A.Zhuk, V.Melnikov 
& V.Shevchenko, Ukraine 

L.Lyubashevsky, Israel 

#3                              (13+8) 

M1582 Leonid Makaronez 
& Victor Volchek 

Israel/Belarus 

#3                            (12+11) 

M1583 Vasily Malyuk 
Russia  

#3                            (12+11) 

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions – THREEMOVERS 
  

Comments from: Author (A),Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

  

M1548 (Chernyavsky)  a) 1.Ke8! (zz), 1...Kxh6 2.Kf7 Kh7 3.Qh4#, 1...Kh7 2.Sf5+ K~/Kg6 

3.Qg7/Qf7#; b) 1.Sh5!  (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Sf4 Kf6/Kg4 3.Qe6/Qh3#, 1...Kh7 2.Qg5 Kh8 3.Qg7#; 

c) 1.Ke8? (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Qe4+ Kf6 3.Sd5#, 1...Kxh6!; 1.Bf4! (zz), 1...Kf5 2.Qg5+ Ke6 3.Qg6#. 

Triple change to 1...Kf5 (A). 

M1549 (Petrašinović) 1.Rc8? Ke5!; 1.Qb3? Bf7!; 1.Kb2? (2.Qc3#), 1...Bd3 2.Qe3+ Kc4 

3.Qc5#, 1...Kc4 2.Qb3+ Kd4 3.Qd5/Qc3# (weak dual), 1...Ke5!; 1.Qg2! (2.Qd5+ Kc3 3.Rc8#), 

1...Be8 2.Qe4+ Kc3 3.Rg3#, 1...Kd3 2.Rc8  ~/Kd4 3.Qd2/Qd5#, 1...Bd3 2.Qb2+ Kc4 3.Rc8#, 

1...Kc3 2.Rc8+ Kd4/Kd3/Kb3 3.Qd5/Qd2/Qa2#, 1...Ke5 2.Qd5+ Kxf6 3.Bg5#. 

M1550 (Shpakovsky) 1.Qb4! (2.Qxc5), 1...cxb4 2.Kd3 ~ 3.f4#, 1...cxd4 2.Sxd4 ~ 3.Qb8#. A 

stunning Q-sacrifice (WS). 

M1551 (Shpakovsky) 1.Qg5! (2.Rxd2+ cxd2/Bd3 3.Bb2/Qf4#), 1...fxe2 2.Qf6+ e5/Ke3 3.Qf2/ 

Sc4#, 1...Sc4 2.Rxe4+ Kxe4 3.Qf4#. Two R-sacrifices, not easy to find (WS). 

M1552 (Melnikov/Cuprin) 1....Bxg5 2.Rc4+ Kf5 3.Rf3#, 1...Ba3 2.Qg8 (3.Qh7/Qg6#) Kf5 

3.Rf3#; 1.Qe8? (2.Qg6#), 1...Bf4 2.Qg6+ Kxe5 3.Rc5#, 1...Kf5 2.Rf3+ Kxg5 3.Qg6#, 1...Be3!; 

1.Qb7! (2.Qh7#), 1...Ra7 2.Rdc3+ Kd4/Kd5 3.R6c4/Rd6#, 1...Bf4 2.Qh7+ Kxe5 3.Rc5#, 

1...Be3 2.Rd4+ Kxd4/Kf3 3.Qd7/Rc2#, 1...Kf5 2.Rf3++ Kxg5 3.Qg7#. Five R-batteries (A), 

Impressive variations with two batteries (WS). 

M1553 (Kapustin) 1.Rc1? (zz), 1...Ka5 2.a4 Kxa4 3.Ra1#, 1...a5 2.a3 Kxa3 3.Ra1#, 1...Ka3!; 

1.0-0-0? (zz), 1...Ka5 2.Rd6 Ka4 3.Rxa6#, 1...a5 2.Rd5 Ka3 3.Rxa5#, 1...Ka3!; 1.e3! (zz), 

1...Ka5 2.Qd2+ Ka4 3.Qb4#, 1...a5 2.Qc2+ Ka3 3.Qb3#, 1...Ka3 2.Qb2+ Ka4 3.Qb4#. 

Zagoruiko (A). 

M1554 (Rudenko/Chepizhny) 1.Sc2! (2.c4+ Bxc4/Qxc4 3.Sb4/Sxe3#), 1...Qe5 2.Sb4+ Ke4 

3.Qd4#, 1...Qd6 2.Sxe3+ Kxc6 3.Sd4#, 1...Qf5 2.Qd4+ Kxe6 3.Sg5#, (1...Qg4 2.Bxg4 Sxc6 

3.Sxe3#, 1...Sxc6 2.Qd7+ Kc5 3.Qxc6#, 1...a5 2.Qxa5+ Bb5 3.Qxb5#). Rich content, we'll see 

this problem again (WS). 

M1555 (Lyubashevsky/Makaronez) 1.Qc1! (2.Qxd2 ~ 3.Sxc3#), 1...Sc4 2.Sxc3+ Qxc3 3.Sc5#, 

1...Bxa2 2.cxd3+ Qxd3 3.Sc5#. Somov (A). (1...Se2 2.Sc5+ Kxe3 3.Rxd3#, 1...Bxe3 2.Sxc3+ 

Qxc3 3.Qxe3#). 

M1556 (Grinblat) 1.Qd6! (2.Qc6+ Bd5 3.Qxd5#), 1...Bxe3 2.b3 (3.Rxe3/Qd5#) Bxb3/Rxb3 

3.Rxe3/Qd5#; 2...exd4 3.Qf4#, 1...Rxe3 2.g5 (3.Qxe5/Rxe3#) Bxg5/Rxg5 3.Qxe5/Rxe3#; 

2...Bd5+ 3.Qxd5#. 
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MOREMOVERS & STUDIES 

Moremovers Editor: Richard Becker, Studies Editor: Franjo Vrabec 

Judges, Moremovers: Valery Kirillov, Studies: L’ubos Kekely 

  

Moremovers. A hearty thanks is due Rauf Aliovsadzade for supplying our only multi-variation 

moremover. Four nice variations follow a good key. The next two problems by Olivier Schmitt 

show masterful use of the white Queen. In their problem, Peter and Mario were able to block the 

pesky h4-square, insuring that White must navigate a precise series of zuzwangs positions.  It 

would seem that the a-Pawn must promote somehow in Vladimir‟s elevenmover. Baldur‟s 

twelvemover uses the three white pieces effectively, with the white King as interloper.    

Studies. E0360 The key grants a tempo (!) to Black, which has a Queen in an open field. E0361 

With heavy pieces on board, and an open field, White must either capture material or mate 

Black. E0362 White has overwhelming material advantage but its King must first escape from 

the cage. 

W________w 
[w$Bdndbd] 
[4wdw0wdN] 
[wdwdw0p!] 
[gw0wdpdw] 
[rdwdPdpd] 
[dpdpdwiw] 
[wdNdwdwd] 
[dndwdwIw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdK0pdw] 
[N0wdw0w4] 
[dpdk0wdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dbdBdwgw] 
[wGP$pdnd] 
[$wdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wIwHwdwg] 
[dw0wdNhw] 
[Pdwdwdw0] 
[Gwdw0Bdw] 
[wdwdpiPd] 
[hpdw0wdQ] 
[wdwdwdp0] 
[4wdwdb4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wIwdkdwd] 
[dwdNdwdR] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[0wdw0wGw] 
[wdw0wdpd] 
[dndwdrdb] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwgw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwGwi] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdwdn] 
[wdwdwdp0] 
[dwdwdw0r] 
[wdwdwdp4] 
[dwdwdwHb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdw0] 
[dwdB0pdw] 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[PdwdwIw0] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wHNdwdwd] 
[dwiwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dw)w)pdw] 
[wdw)wdPd] 
[dRdw)w0w] 
[wdP0wdPd] 
[dr4wdB$K] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0R$wdwI] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[w1wdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
[rdwdwdPd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
[w$wdwIwd] 
[dwdqdwdw] 
w--------w 

E0360 Michal Hlinka 
& Mario Garcia 

Slovakia/Argentina 

Draw                            (4+4) 

E0361 Franjo Vrabec 
Sweden 

Win                              (4+6) 

E0362 Daniele Gatti 
Italy 

Win                            (14+6) 

M1584 Rauf Aliovsadzade 
Lincoln, NE 

#4                              (8+13) 

M1585 Olivier Schmitt 
France 

#7                               (8+15) 

M1586 Olivier Schmitt 
France 

#8√.                           (7+15) 

M1587 Peter Krug  
& Mario Garcia 
Austria/Argentina 

#10                              (4+9) 

M1588 Vladimir Bulanov 
Russia 

#11                              (4+7) 

M1589 Baldur Kozdon 
Germany 

#11                            (4+10) 
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SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions 

MOREMOVERS & STUDIES 
  

Comments from:  Author (A), Editor (E), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

  

M1557 (Ehlers) 1.e5! (2.Sd8#)  Bf6 2.Bf3+ Bd5 3.Bd1 (4.Ba4#)  Bc4 4.Ba4+ Bb5 5.Bc2 

(6.Be4#) Bc4 6.Bg6 Sf8 7.Sd8+ Bxd8 8.Be8+ Sd7 9.Bxd7#. Remarkable and elegant duel 

between the bishops (WS) 

M1558 (Becker) 1.Rf8+! Ka7 2.Rf3 Kb8 3.Rf7 Sg3 4.Rb7+ Kc8 5.Rg7 Kd8 6.Rxg3 Ke7 

7.Rg6 Ke8 8.Kd6 Kf7 9.Kd7 Kf8 10.Ke6 Ke8 11.Rg8#; 7...Kf8 8.Kd6/Kd7 Kf7 9.Kd6 Ke8 

10.Rf6 Kd8 11.Rf8#; 9...Kf8 10.Ke6 Ke8 11.Rg8#. A dual after 7…Kf8 (WS). 

M1559 (Smith) 1.Rg4! Sf2 2.Ra4+ Kb8 3.Rf4 Rxb6+ 4.Kxb6 Kc8 5.Kc6 Kd8 6.Kd6 Kc8 

7.Rxf2 Kb7 8.Rb2+ Ka6 9.Kc5 Ka7 10.Kc6 Ka8 11.Kc7 Ka7 12.Ra2#. More an endgame than 

a problem (WS). 

E0354 (Carf) 1.Kg2! d4 2.Kf3 d3 3.Ke4 d2 4.Rxd2 Bb2 (4…Kc4 5.Sc1 Bxc1 6.Rc2+ Kb3 

7.Rxc1 +-) 5.Kd3 (5.Sb4? Bc3 6.Rd7 Bxb4 =) 5…Kxa2 6.Kc2 Be5 7.Re2 Bc7 (7…Ba1 8.Re8 

+-) 8.Re7 Bb6 9.Re6 Ba5 10.Ra6 +-. Rook against Bishop usually ends in a draw but not here 

(E). 

E0355 (Vrabec) 1.Bg1! [1.Kc3? g5! 2.f5 (2.fxg5? Bxg5 3.Bg1 Ke7 4.g4 Kf6 5.Bf2 Bf4 6.Bh4+ 

Kg6 7.Be7 Be3 8.Bd8 Bf2 9.Be7 Kh6 10.Bc5 Kg5 11.Kd2 Kxg4 12.Ke2 Kg3 13.Bd6+ Kg2 

14.Bc5 Bh4 15.Bf8 Bg5 16.Bd6 Bc1 17.Bc7 Bb2 18.Bb6 Bc3 19.Bc5 Kg1 20.Bd6 Kh1! 

21.Bc5 Kg2 -+, or 10.Bf6 Be1+ 11.Kb3 e3 12.Kc2 Bxb4 -+) 2…g4 3.Bg1 Bg5 4.Bf2 Ke7 

5.Kc2 Kf6 6.Kd1 Kxf5 7.Ke2 e3 8.Bxe3 Be7 -+, or 1.Ke3? Be7 2.g4 Bxb4 3.Ke2 Bc3 4.Bg1 

b4 5.Kd1 b3 6.Bf2 Kd7 7.Be3 Kc6 8.Kc1 Kb5 9.Bg1 (9.f5 gxf5 10.gxf5 Kc6 -+) 9…Kc4 -+] 

1…g5! (1…Be7 2.Kc3 Bd6 3.g4! Bxf4 4.Bf2 Ke7 5.Bh4+ Kf7 6.Be1 Kg7 7.Bh4 Kh6 8.Bd8 

Be3 9.Bf6 Bf2 4.Be7 positional draw) 2.f5! g4 (2…Ke7 3.g4 =, or 2…Be7 3.Kc3 g4 4.Bf2 

main line) 3.Bf2 (3.Kc3? Bg5 -+, or 3.Be3? Be7 4.Kc3 Bd6 5.Bf2 Ke7 6.Be1 Kf6 7.Kb3 Kxf5 

8.Kc2 Bf4! 9.gxf4 Kxf4 -+) 3…Be7 (3…Ke8 4.Ke3 positional draw, or 3…Bg5+ 4.Kc2! = 

main line) 4.Kc3 Bg5! (4…Ke8 5.Be1 Kf7 6.Kc2 Kf6 7.Kd1 Kxf5 8.Ke2 Bg5 9.Bc3 e3 10.Kd3 

e2 11.Be1 positional draw) 5.Kc2 (5.Be1? Be3 -+) 5…Ke7 6.Kd1 Kf6 7.Ke2 Kxf5 8.Be1 e3! 

9.Kd3 Bf4! 10.Ke2!! (10.gxf4? Kxf4 11.Ke2 g3 12.Kf1 Kf3 13.Kg1 e2 14.Bc3 Ke4 15.Kg2 

Kd3 16.Be1 Kxd4 17.Kxg3 Ke3 18.Bf2+ Kd2 19.Kf4 d4 -+) 10…Ke4 11.gxf4 Kxf4 12.Bh4! 

g3 13.Kf1 Kf3 14.Bg5 e2+ (14…g2+ 15.Kg1 e2 16.Bd2 =) 15.Ke1 g2 16.Be3! Kxe3 

Stalemate. Despite having its Pawns on the squares of the opposite Bishop, White manages to 

survive (E). 

E0356 (Wyckoff) 1.Bh3! Qg2! (1...Qd3 2.Qd6!, or 1...Qxh7/Qe4 2.Qe6 Rg8 3.Qxg8+ Qxg8 

4.Kxc2+ f1Q 5.Raxf1#, or 1...Qxa6 2.Kxc2+ f1Q 3.Raxf1#) 2.Qg6! (2.Bxg2 Kxg2+ 3.Kxc2 

Rxa1 4.Qg6+ Kh1! (4...Kxf3 enters a drawing trap, e.g. 5.Sg5+ Kg2) (5...Kf4 6.Sh3+ or 6.Se6+ 

Ke5) 6...Ke5 The white Queen can follow the black King around the board. All other black 

King‟s moves, on move five, lose by force. (6.Qe4+ Kf1 7.Qh1+ Ke2 8.Qf3+ Kf1) 5.Qe4 

(5.Qc6 Rc8 6.Qe4 Re8 transposes) 5...Re8! 6.Qc6 (6.Qxe8 e2! threatening 7...e1S+ 8.Qxe1 

fxe1) 6...Re6! 7.Qd5 (7.Qa8 fails, e.g. Ra2+ 8.Kc1 Kg1 9.Qg8+ Kf1 10.Qg4 h1Q) (7.Qb7 fails, 

e.g. Kg1) (7.Qxe6 e2!) 7...Rd6!  with the key threat of Rd2#, or 2.Kxc2+ f1Q+ 3.Bxg2 Qxa1 

4.Rf1+ Qxf1 5.Bxf1 Rd8 6.Bd3 Sf4, or 2.Qe6 Rd8! 3.Qxe3 Rd2! 4.Sg5 Qxh3!, or 2.Qa7 Qxh3! 

3.Rxh3 Kg2+ 4.Kxc2 Rxa1, or 2.Qd6 (and many other moves meet with something like e2) 

2...Qxg6 3.Sg5! Qe4! (3...Qxg5 4.Kxc2+ f1Q 5.Raxf1#) (3...Qd3 4.Rg3+ Sxg3 5.Sf3#) 4.Sxe4 

e2 5.Rxf2 [5.Kxc2+ fails to e1S+ (5...e1Q 6.Sg5!) 6.Kc1 Sxf3] 5...e1Q+ 6.Kxc2 Qxa1 7.Rg2+ 

Kf1 8.Rxh2+ Kg1 (8...Ke1 9.Rxh1+ Ke2 10.Rxa1 Black is clearly inferior.) 9.Rg2+ Kf1 

10.Rh2+ Kg1 11.Rg2+ Kf1 12.Rh2+ = Lacking a clear theme, but a good, old-fashioned, fight 

(E), After much thinking, I tried the Queen sacrifice 2.Qg6!!; an impressive and modern 

endgame (WS). 
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SELFMATES 

Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge: Mark Erenburg 

  

Lovers of exotic selfmates will be delighted to solve S0768. There are three white Queens in 

the initial setting! Such "supersets" are permitted by the WFCC codex, but they are rarely 

found in practice. Could they be the Selfmates moremovers of the future? This long problem, 

with powerful pieces, is correct. This is not a surprise since Olaf Jenkner is the author of the 

legendary Gustav program! 

W________w 
[wdw$wdNd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wgwdwdQd] 
[dwdpiw0n] 
[wGp$wdpd] 
[dwdpIpdw] 
[whwHb)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dP0Pdwdw] 
[pdKdpdwd] 
[)wdw)wdw] 
[w!wdw0wd] 
[dwhwdPdw] 
[R0k)pdwd] 
[gr4bGwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[qdwgRdwd] 
[0pdKhwdr] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdNiwdw] 
[RdwdPdrG] 
[dwdwdPdb] 
[wdwdQdpd] 
[dwdwdndw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwGwdwd] 
[dwdQdwdB] 
[wdPdwdN0] 
[dwdP0Rdw] 
[PdwdkdN$] 
[dp)wdwdP] 
[w4p)w)pd] 
[gwIwdb1r] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw$wdwd] 
[hw!wdwdw] 
[wGpHpdwd] 
[dP0kHwdR] 
[w)wdwdpd] 
[hw)pdP)b] 
[wdw)wdp0] 
[dwdKdwgr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdndqdbd] 
[0wdNdwdw] 
[wdP)pdrd] 
[dPIP0wGw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[!whkdwHw] 
[RdrdRdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

 S0757 Sergey I. Tkachenko 
Ukraine 

s#2*                         (10+12) 

S0758 Alexandr Pankratyev  
Russia 

s#3                             (8+11) 

S0759 Valery Kopyl  
& Gennady Koziura  

Ukraine 

s#3√                           (9+11) 

W________w 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[gwdpdw0w] 
[w0wdwdr0] 
[dpdpdpdK] 
[w)wiw)w)] 
[dw$B0wdw] 
[Qdw)Pdwd] 
[GwdNdRdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[dwdw1wdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[IBiwdwdw] 
[Pdw$wdRd] 
[dwdwdw!w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[P)w$wdwd] 
[IwiwdNdw] 
[Pdw4wdwd] 
[Hwdw!wdw] 
[wGPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

S0760 Anatoly Stepochkin  
Russia 

s#3                           (13+13) 

S0761 Mikhail Khramtsevich  
Belarus 

s#4                           (13+10) 

S0762 Velko Alexandrov  
Bulgaria 

s#4                           (15+11) 

S0763 Olaf Jenkner  
Germany 

s#5                               (8+2) 

S0764 Gennady Koziura 
Ukraine 

s#5                             (12+3) 

S0765 Oleg Efrosinin 
Russia 

s#5                           (12+12) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dk)wdwdw] 
[qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw!wdw] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdKdwG] 
[)w!wdw4B] 
[r)wdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[NdPiwdPd] 
[dwdwdRdN] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdwdwGNd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdQdBdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

S0766 Gennady Koziura 
& Valery Kopyl  

Ukraine 

s#6                            (11+4) 

S0767 Marcin Banaszek 
Germany 

s#9       2 solutions       (5+2) 

S0768 Olaf Jenkner 
Germany 

s#11                             (5+2) 

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions - SELFMATES 
  

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Wilfried Seehoffer (WS) 

  

S0736 (Degenkolbe/Degener) 1.Ba4? (zz), 1…c6 2.Bb3 c5 3.Bxc2+ Qxc2#; 2…d5 3.Qxd2+ 

Qxd2#, 1…d5!; 1.Qe3? (zz), 1…c6 2.Qf2 c5 3.Bxc2+ Qxc2#; 2…d5 3.Qxd2+ Qxd2#, 1…f2!; 

1.Kd3? (zz), 1…c6 2.Kc3 c5 3.Bxc2+ Qxc2#; 2…d5 3.Qxd2+ Qxd2#, 1…c5!; 1.b5! (zz) 1…c6 

2.b6 c5 3.Bxc2+ Qxc2#; 2…d5 3.Qxd2+ Qxd2#. Haring-theme (3x Switchback after 1…c6) 

with change of continuations (A), In this relatively short distance for an s#3, the white King’s 

activity seems very surprising (E). 

S0737 (Taylor) 1.Sf7~? (zz) Bxf6!; 1.Sxd6!? (2.Qb2+ Kc5 3.Qb6+ axb6#) Rxd2!; 1.Sxe5!? 

dxe5!; 1.Rg4! (zz), 1…Bxf6 2.Qxd3+ Kc5 3.Qc3+ Bxc3#, 1…Rxd2 2.Qc3+ Kxc3 3.Sxd5+ 

Rxd5#. Two mates by self-unpinning black pieces returning down their pin-lines after bK is 

forced to clear those lines. The wS correction tries and bP mate are false leads (A). 

S0738 (Gavrilovski) 1.Sa3! (2.Sc2+[A] Bxc2+ 3.Qc1+[B] Rxc1#), 1...Qxc4 2.Qc1+[B] Kxd3 

3.Qd2+[C] Bxd2#, 1...hxg2 2.Qd2+[C] Kf3 3.Qxe2+[D] Qxe2#, 1...Sd4 2.Qxe2+[D] Sxe2 

3.Sc2+[A] Bxc2#. Selfmate-of-The-Future (SOTF) showing cycle AB-BC-CD-DA, with: a) 

Play by the bB/bR battery after 1...~/Sd4; and b) Inversion of motifs (bK flight defends against 

the threat and allows the actual play. Gate opening by the bK after 1...Qxc4/hxg2 (A), Various 

motives with rich content WS). 

S0739 (Gavrilovski) 1.Bf5? (2.Sc6+ etc.) Bf4! (2.Sf5??); 1.Bd5? (2.Sc6+ etc.) Sf4! (2.Qc4+ 

Ke5 3.Qd5??); 1.Bg6! (2.Sc6+ Kd5+ 3.c4+ Rxc4#), 1...Bf4 2.Sf5+ Kd5 3.Qd6+ Bxd6#, 1...Sf4 

2.Qc4+ Ke5 3.Qd5+ Sxd5#. Battery transformation after defenses on the same square and tries 

by the key piece refuted by thematic defenses, owing to self-obstruction of the square f5 or d5 

(A). 

S0740 (Feoktistov) 1.c8Q? Rc5!; 1.c8S? Rb4!; 1.c8B! (2.Re7+ Bxe7 3.Rg5+ Bxg5#), 1…Rc5 

2.Qxe4+![A] Bxe4 3.Bxc3+![B] Rxc3#, 1…Rb4 2.Sxg4+ Bxg4 3.Qxe4+![A] Rxe4#, 1…Bb2 

2.Bxc3+![B] Bxc3 3.Qd4+ Bxd4#. The second and third moves by White, after the first 

variation, change their functions in two other variations. The choice of white promotions is 

differentiated by thematic defences by Black. There are two mates with Ba3 and two mates with 

Rb5 (A), One of my favorites among the s#3 entries (WS). 

S0741 (Petkov) 1.Rh6! (2.Sg6+ Kxd6 3.Bxf4+! Re5#), 1…Bxd6 2.Re6+! dxe6 3.Sc6+ Rxc6#, 

1…Qxa6 2.Sf3+![A] exf3 3.Sxd3+![B] Qxd3#, 1…Qxb7 2.Sxd3+![B] exd3 3.Sf3+![A] Qxf3#. 

SOFT with 2 pairs of thematic variations with contrasting contents. First duo (threat + 

variation after 1...Bxd6) shows play by the black R/Q battery. The second pair (two variations) 

shows destruction of the black battery and a cycle of white sacrifices: AB-BA. Critical key (A), 

Fantastic play with three good variations (WS). 

 

Solutions continue on the next page. 
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S0742 (Tura) 1.Qf7! (2.Bc6+ bxc6 3.Qd5+ cxd5#), 1...Qxe8 2.Bf5+ Sxf5 3.Qe6+ Qxe6#, 

1...Bxg2 2.Qd5+ Ke3 3.Qxd4+ Rxd4# (2.Qf5+? Ke3 3.Qxd3?#!), 1...Rxg2 2.Qf5+ Ke3 

3.Qxd3+ Bxd3# (2.Qd5+? Ke3 3.Qxd4?#!). In the first pair of variations (threat and 1...Qxe8) 

we have play of the white Bishop and the white Queen, with mates on the c4-e6 diagonal. In 

the second pair, there is a dual avoidance after captures on g2 (A), Another highlight! Exciting 

variations after the fine key (WS). 

S0743 (Kopyl) 1…Sa3 2.Qxd3+ Kxf4 3.Qd6+ Ke4 4.f3+ Ke3 5.Sc2+ Sxc2#; 1.Rg4! (zz), 

1…Sxd2 2.Bd5+ Kxf5 3.Be6+ Ke4 4.f5+ Ke5 5.Sf3+ Sxf3#, 1…Sa3 2.Qxd3+ Kxd3 3.Rd8+ 

Ke4 4.f3+ Ke3 5.Sc2+ Sxc2#, 1…Sxc3 2.f3+ Kd4 3.Qxc3+ Ke3 4.Bc5+ bxc5 5.Qxf6 d2#. 

Zilahi with three model mates (A), Zilahi à la Koziura! (E), A perfect problem. That took some 

hours to solve (WS). 

S0744 (Degenkolbe) 1.b8B! Ra2 2.Bd6 Ra3 3.Bxa3 Kxa3 4.Qd6+ Kb3 5.Qc5 a3 6.Qd4 a2#. A 

surprising capture of the black Rook. Rundlauf by the white Queen (A), A lightweight, but very 

neat! (WS). 

S0745 (Koziura) 1.d6! (zz), 1…Ba2 2.d7 Bb1 3.h7 Ba2 4.h8Q Bb1 5.Qe5 Ba2 6.Rf3+ Kd2 

7.Qe3+ Rxe3#; 1...exd6 2.Kd5 Ba2 3.c6 Bb1 4.Rhd1 Ba2 5.Bg4 Bb1 6.Re3! Ba2 7.Qe4+ 

Rd3#; 2...dxc5 3.Kc4 Ba2 4.h7 Bb1 5.h8Q Ba2 6.Re3+ Kd2 7.Qc3+ Rxc3#. Mates through 

double-checks on three different squares. Queen’s sacrifices on the last move (A). 

S0746 (Banaszek) a) 1.Bf7! h5 2.Be7! h4 3.Rf6! h3 4.Be6! hxg2 5.Sc2! dxe6 6.Kxe5 exd5 

7.Kd4 dxe4 8.Ke3 exd3 9.Kd2 dxc2 10.Bc5+ bxc5 11.Kc1 c4 12.b4 c3 13.Rf2 Kxf2#; 4…dxe6 

5.Kxe5 exd5 6.Kxd4 dxe4 7.Kc3 exd3 8.Kd2 hxg2 9.Sc2 dxc2 etc. main line; b) 1.Bf3! h5 

2.Bg5! h4 3.Rf2! h3 4.Sc4! hxg2 5.Sa5! bxa5 6.Kc5 a4 7.b4 a3 8.Kc4 d6 9.Rxg2+ Kf1 

10.Sg3+ Ke1 11.Re2+ Kd1 12.Re4+ Kc2 13.Rxa2+ Bxa2#; 6…d6+ 7.Kc4 a4 8.b4 a3 9.Rxg2+ 

etc. main line. Change of continuations to the first 4 black moves of Ph6. In a), there are 12 

white quiet moves (except 10.Bc5+) and 12 black quiet pawn moves (except 13…Kxf2#) in 

preparation for blocking of the black bishop. In b), there are 8 white quiet moves and 8 black 

quiet pawn moves in preparation for active play of the black bishop (A), The most difficult 

selfmate in years with well-hidden bishop moves at the beginning! (WS). 

S0747 (Smotrov) a) The Main Plan: 1.Qh1+? Kg3 2.Se4+ Kg4!; 1.Sf1+! Kg1 2.Se3+ Kh2 

3.Re2+ Kg1 4.Rg2+ Kh1 5.Rg5+ Kh2 6.Sg4+ Kg1 7.Se5+! Kh2 8.Rg2+ Kh1 9.Rd2+ Kg1 

10.Se2+ Kh2 11.Sc3+ Kg1 12.Rg2+ Kh1 13.Re2+ Kg1 14.Re1+ Kh2 15.Qh1+ Kg3 16.Se4+ 

Kf4 17.Qh6+ Rxh6#; b) 1.Re2+! Kg1 2.Qe3+ Kh1 3.Qe4+ Kg1 4.S4f3+ Kh1 5.Sh2+ Kg1 

6.Sdf3+ Kh1 7.Se1+ Kg1 8.Rg2+ Kh1 9.Rf2+ Kg1 10.Rf1+ Kxh2 11.Rh1+ Kg3 12.Qg2+ Kf4 

13.Qg5+ Ke4 14.Qe5+ Qxe5#. Switchbacks, logical maneuver Sd2→e5, Aristocrat and 

Meredith (A), A good logical problem by the specialist (WS). 

HELPMATES 
Editor:  Abdelaziz Onkoud 

Judges:  (h#2) Vladislav Nefyodov, (h#3) Valery Semenenko and (h#n) Christopher Jones 

  

This time the biggest part of the section is twomovers, ten of them. The section is introduced by 

three Merediths. H2384 and H2385 present HOTF.  

     An idea with three solutions is shown in Francesco‟s H2380, which is also the theme of the 

proposed tourney by the author.  

     A complete white cycle is shown in Gerold‟s H2391.  

     The last three moremovers feature the white King-white Bishop combo. 

 

Happy solving! 
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W________w 
[wdwdKdBd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdNiwdwd] 
[dwdwHwdw] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwhw4wdw] 
[wgrdwdwd] 
[Gw$wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dbdwdwdw] 
[wdr)wHwd] 
[dwdqhwdw] 
[wdNiwdwd] 
[dw4ndwdw] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw$wg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0BdKd] 
[dwdnipdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdp4wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[qdw0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdwdRd] 
[dwdw0pdB] 
[bdndwdwd] 
[drdQdwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw4wd] 
[dwdphbdw] 
[wdw0wdwG] 
[drdkdwdw] 
[whwdpdwd] 
[dp0wdwIw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw1] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
[RdwdP0wd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[rdwdw)wd] 
[gwdP$wdw] 
[whndwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdndwd] 
[dK0w0Pdw] 
[wdp4r0wd] 
[dwdwib0w] 
[wHwdwdwd] 
[dP)wdpdw] 
[wdwdPHPg] 
[dwdwdwdq] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[whwdwdNd] 
[dwdwdpdp] 
[w0wdkdwd] 
[dw)w0whw] 
[wdwdPdwg] 
[dqdr)wdw] 
[wdwdBdwd] 
[dwIbdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdK0w4w] 
[w0wdPdpd] 
[dPHwdkdp] 
[wdp)N)w$] 
[1pdw$BdP] 
[w0whwdwd] 
[dbdw4ndw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwGwiw4] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdnd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdKdB] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwhw] 
[q0B0pdwg] 
[dr0Php0w] 
[wdwdk)Rd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[rdPdpdP)] 
[GwdwIbdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[KdwdNgqd] 
[dwdw0wdB] 
[pdkdpdwd] 
[)pdwdwhw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[w0w4wdpd] 
[dwdw$bdw] 
w--------w 

H2377 Marcos Roland 
Brazil 

h#2       3 solutions      (4+7) 

H2378 Vasyl Krizhanivsky 
Ukraine 

h#2       3 solutions      (4+7) 

H2379 János Csák 
Hungary 

h#2        2 solutions       6+6) 

H2381 Gennady Chumakov 
Russia 

h#2       2 solutions     (3+11) 
b) Se2→g4 

H2380 Francesco Simoni 
Italy 

h#2       3 solutions      (6+7) 

H2382 Dmitry Grinchenko 
Russia 

h#2  b/c) Pb4→f4/b2  (4+10) 

H2383 Ramo Ljevaković 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 

h#2       6 solutions     (6+11) 

H2386 Victor Syzonenko 
Ukraine 

h#2      3 solutions     (11+15) 

H2384 Abdelaziz Onkoud 
& Michal Dragoun 
France/Czechia 

h#2      6 solutions     (8+13) 

H2385 Vitaly Medintsev 
& Anatoly Skripnik 

Russia 

h#2       4 solutions     (9+16) 

H2387 Yuri Gorbatenko 
& Vladislav Nefyodov 

Russia 

h#2½   b) Pb5→c5     (5+13) h#3      b) Kf8→e8       (3+3) 
c) Sg6→e7, d) Rh8→h7 

H2388 Andrew Kalotay 
New York, NY 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0rdwdwd] 
[hkdw)wdw] 
[wdwdwdBd] 
[dpdwdwIb] 
[w)P)pdpd] 
[dqdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdbipdw] 
[wdwdrdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdP)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwGwg] 
[dwdwdndw] 
[wdwdwhkd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdPdw] 
[w)bdwdwd] 
[IBdw4w4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkgwdw] 
[pdw4wdpd] 
[0phpdwdp] 
[Rdpdqdwd] 
[dwdBdwIw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[pdw0wdwd] 
[0kdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdbd] 
[Gwdw)Pgw] 
[w0w0P)pd] 
[dndB4Rdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdw4wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H2389 Peter Slavik 
& Milan Ondrus, Slovakia 

h#3                              (3+5) 
b) +bPe3, c) +bPf3 

H2390 Christopher Jones 
England 

h#3       3 solutions       (5+9) 

H2391 Gerold Schaffner 
Switzerland 

h#3        3 solutions      (6+9) 

H2392 Emanuel Navon 
Israel 

h#3      2 solutions      (9+12) 

H2393 Oleg Paradzinsky 
Ukraine 

h#3½       2 solutions     (3+2) 

H2394 Alexandr Pankratyev 
& Evgeny Gavrylov 

Russia 

h#3½                          (3+13) 
b) Qe2↔Rc8 

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions – HELPMATES 
  

Comments from: Author (A),  Editor (E), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

  

H2329 (Ivunin/Pankratyev/Zamanov) 1.Bh2 Ra3 2.d3 Se3#; 1.d6 Bc5 2.dxc5 Sb6#; 1.Kxd5 

Re5+ 2.Kd6 Bc7#. Zilahi and model mates (E), Neat mating positions (WS). 

H2330 (Hayman/Navon) 1.Sf3 Sxg4 2.Bf6 Se3#; 1.Sf5 Ra1 2.Rc4 Ra6#. Goethart and inverse 

Gamage (A) 

H2331 (Witztum) 1.Sxb7 Bxa1 2.Sa5 Bd4#; 1.Bxc3 Sxc5 2.Ba5 Sa4#. Zilahi. Reciprocal 

captures (E), Zilahi and two blocks on a5 (WS). 

H2332 (Taylor) a) 1.Bxd5 c4 2.Se6 Rxd5#; b) 1.Rxc3 d6 2.Be6 Bxc3#. Meredith (E). 

H2333 (Janevski) 1.Se2 Kd6 2.Sd4 d3#; 1.Rd4 Sd3 2.Bd5 Re3#; 1.Sg5 Re3+ 2.Kf4 Sd3#. 

Meredith (E). 

H2334 (Gurgui) a) 1.Qd5 Rxh7 2.Kc6 Rc7#; b) 1.Qc5 Rb4 2.Kd5 Be4#; c) 1.Qc6 e4 2.Kc5 d4#. 

An interesting sequel problem! (WS). 

H2335 (Onkoud) 1.Ke5 exf7 2.Re4 dxe7#; 1.Kf5 dxe7 2.Se4 exf7#; 1.Rxe6 Bb6 2.Re5 f3#; 

1.Sxd6 Bb5 2.Sf5 cxd3#. Exchange of white moves, cycle of captures  (Re7,Sf7,e6,d6), self-

blocks on squares evacuated by the black King and white batteries. Compass-North Theme (A), 

Again a HOTF by our specialist (WS). 

H2336 (Navon/Haymann) a) 1.S2f3 (Sf1?) Bh3 2.Sg2 (S~?) Sge5#; b) 1.d4 Bxc6 2.Re4 (d3, 

Sf3?) Qxa2#. Gamage and Goethart themes (A). 

H2337 (Onkoud) 1…Rc6 2.f3 gxf3 3.Sd4 Be4#; 1…Bd3 2.Sc7 Kxe7 3.Rc5 Rd6#; 1…Bh7 

2.Qe3 Rg6 3.Ke4 Rd6#; 1…Rh6 2.Qc5 Bg6 3.Kc6 Be4#.  

W________w 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[1wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw$wd] 
[dndk0Bdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw4wdw)w] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Diagram A 

h#2½     4 sols.   (5+5) 

Vladislav Nefyodov shows a version (Diagram A), which becomes a 

joint composition, with the following solution: 1…Bd3 2.Sc7 Ke7 

3.Rc5 Rd6#; 1…Rc6 2.Rf3 gxf3 3.Sd4 Be4#; 1…Bh7 2.Qe3 Rg6 

3.Ke4 Rd6#; 1…Rh6 2.Qd7 Bg6 3.Ke6 Be4#. Indian theme, long-

range Queen self-blocking, battery mates without double check! Two 

other black pieces paired with the Queen's game are not involved! (A).  

H2338 (Tkachenko) a) 1…Sa5 2.exd5 cxd5 3.bxa5 Rc1#; b) 1…Sf5 2.bxc5 dxc5 3.exf5 Rd1#. 

Zilahi (E), Thematically clear! (WS). 

H2339 (Medintsev) a) 1…Sg5 2.Sxd3 Sh3 3.Sde1 Sd4#; b) 1…Sa3 2.Sxe3 Sb1 3.Sf1 Sd4#. 

H2340 (Witztum) 1…Rh5 2.Sxg5 Bf3 3.Rd4 Rxg5#; 1…Ra8 2.Sxb3 Ra5 3.Bd4 Bxb3#. Pin- 

mates and two blocks on d4; perhaps too much material (WS). 

H2341 (Roland) 1…Bc1 2.Sh5 Sd2 3.Qg4 Sf3#; 1.Re6 Bc3 2.Qe5 Sd2 3.Kf6 Se4#. Completely 

two different solutions; good! (WS). 

H2342 (Aliovsadzade) 1.Ke3 Bf2+ 2.Kd2 Bb3 3.Kc1 Be3#; 1.Kxf5 Bh7+ 2.Ke6 Bc3 3.f5 

Bg8#. The solution with 1.Kxf5 is of course better (WS). 

H2343 (Gavrylov) 1.c2 Rc7 2.c1R Rc2 3.Rb1 Ra2#; 1.d2 Rd7 2.d1R Rd2 3.Rb1 Ra2#; 1.e2 

Re7 2.e1R Re2 3.Rb1 Ra2#; 1.f2 Rf7 2.f1R Rf2 3.Rb1 Ra2#; 1.g2 Rg7 2.g1R Rg2 3.Rb1 Ra2#; 

1.h2 Rh7 2.h1R Rh2 3.Rb1 Ra2#. The task problems are not to my taste (WS). 

H2344 (Gershinsky/Pankratyev) a) 1.Kf3 Rxd4 2.fxg4 Bf5 3.g3 Bg4#; b) 1.Ke3 Bxf5 2.Rd2 

Rd4 3.Re2 Rd3#. Well-known mating positions (WS). 

H2345 (Kopyl) a) 1…Kb7 2.Rd5 Kxc6 3.Rf5 Kd6 4.Bd4 Sf2#; b) 1…Ka5 2.Bd4 Kxb4 3.Be3 

Kc3 4.Rdd5 Sg3#. The thematic piece could make two moves to get rid of the coverage of its 

initial  square or just one critical move with a subsequent interference to create themes like 

Indian or Maslar (A). 

H2346 (Foster) 1…Sa3 2.Rc1 Sc4 3.Bc2 Kg4 4.Qe8 Kf3 5.Qe1 Sb2#; 1…Sc3+ 2.Kc1 Sd5 

3.Bb1 Sf4 4.Qd1+ Kh4 5.Rc2 Sd3#. Mates on different squares, a lovely miniature! Pleasant 

solving (WS). 

W________w 
[wgniwhwd] 
[4r0P0wdw] 
[wdpdPdp0] 
[dw0wIw0w] 
[wdwdw0qd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dbdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[pdwdkdwd] 
[)w0w)wgw] 
[whp0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dw4wdwdp] 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[0wiwdrdw] 
[p0ndwdwd] 
[0wdKgwdw] 
[pdw)Pdwd] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
[wdwgwdpd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdwdwhw4] 
[0pdwdwdw] 
[p4wdwdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H2395 Marcos Roland 
Brazil 

h#4       3 solutions     (3+16) 

H2396 Marcos Roland 
Brazil 

h#5                               (4+8) 

H2397 Zlatko Mihajloski 
Macedonia 

h#5½                          (3+11) 

H2398 Valery Barsukov 
Russia 

h#6½                             (2+9) 

H2400 Reinhardt Fiebig & 
Rolf Wiehagen, Germany 

h#8                               (2+4) 

W________w 
[kdwdwGwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdpdwdp] 
[wdwdw4w0] 
[dwdwdpdK] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dw4wdwdw] 
w--------w 

H2399 Fadil Abdurahmanović 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 

h#7                             (2+9) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwgwdwd] 
[dndwdwdw] 
[w0wHw0rd] 
[dpdwdw0w] 
[b)wdwdw0] 
[dRhwdk4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdpdwdw0] 
[dwdwdNdP] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw1wdwg] 
[dwdw0wdn] 
[pdwdbdpd] 
[4pdwdwdw] 
[BGwdwdp4] 
[)w0wdwdw] 
[wiwdw0Qd] 
[dndwdKdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdwdp1] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[Hw!Kdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwdpdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[dwdw0Pdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdNdwdkg] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdP)] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0w)w0p] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[GwhwdwIB] 
w--------w 

C0692 L’uboš Kekely 
Slovakia 

ser-h=15                       (6+4) 

C0693 Tibor Érsek 
Hungary 

ser-h=15                     (5+12) 

Q0317 Mike Prcic 
Los Angeles, CA 

Dedicated to Tibor Érsek 

h=3       2 solutions      (3+4) 

Q0318 Mike Prcic 
Los Angeles, CA 

h=4                              (3+4) 

Q0319 Tibor Érsek 
Hungary 

h=7                             (5+15) 

Q0320 Fadil Abdurahmanović, 
Radovan M. Tomašević  

& Christopher Jones 
Bosnia/Serbia/England 

h==8            C-           (8+9) 

C0673 (Ivunin/Pankratyev) 1.a1S 2.Sb3 3.Sxc5 4.Kd6 Bxf4#; 1.R4xf5 2.Ke6 3.Re5 4.Bf5 

Sf4#. Two mates on f4, but I miss a better connection between the solutions (WS). 

C0674 (Ivunin/Pankratyev) 1-4.Bb4-e1-xg3-f4 g4#; 1.h1S 2-4.Sf2-h3-f4 g4#; 1.h1B 2.Bxg2 

3.Bxd5 4.Ke6 Bg4#. Three mates on g4, quite nice (WS). 

C0675 (Oganesyan/Fomichev) 1-6.fxg6-xh5-hxg4-g3-g2-g1S 7-9.Sxf3-e5-f7 exf7#; 1-6.fxe6-

e5-e4-exf3-f2-f1B 7-9.Bg2-d5-f7 gxf7#.   

C0676 (Bakcsi) 1.Qxf5 2-4.Kc2-d3-e4 5.Bg1 6.Ke3 7.Qd3 8.Re4 9.Bf2+ Qxf2#. Tricky series-

mover, more complicated than it looked! (WS). 

C0677 (Kekely) 1-13.Kd2-c3-d4-d5-e6-f7-g6-h5-xh4-h3-g2-xf2-e1 14.f2 15.f1S 16.Se3 

Kxe3=. Too easy, perhaps for the beginners (WS). 

C0678 (Érsek) 1.Sc5-xd3-f4 4.Rd6 5.Rxf6 6-8.Kg6-f5-e4 9.Rf5 10.f6 11.Bf7 12.Bc4 13.Sd5 

14.Bd4 15.Ba1 16.b2 17.Ra3 18.Ra2 19.a3 Rxb4=.  

C0679 (Kekely) 1-20.Kg6-f7-e7-d8-c7-b7-a6-a5-b4-xc5-xb6-a5-xa4-b3-c2-d1-e1-f1-xg2-xh3 

21.g2 22.g1S 23.Sf3 Kxf3= 

  

W________w 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dpdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdP4] 
[dPdPdwiw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw$wdw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0691 L’uboš Kekely 
Slovakia 

ser-h=14                       (7+4) 

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions – 

SERIES-MOVERS & STALEMATES 
  

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

  

C0672 (Tüngler)  1-11.Bg2-f1-e2-d1-a4-b5-a6-c8-d7-e8-g6 12.Kg3 

13.h4 14.h5 15.h4 16.Kh3 17-26.Be8-d7-c8-a6-b5-a4-d1-e2-f1-g2 

27-30.Kh2-g1-f1-e1 31-34.Bf1-e2-d1-c2 35.Kd2 36.Kc3 37.Bb3 

38.Kb4 39.Ka4 40-50.Bd1-e2-f1-h3-f5-g6-e8-d7-c8-a6-b5 51.Ka5 

52.Ka6 53-63.Ba4-d1-e2-f1-h3-f5-g6-e8-d7-c8-b7 64-66.Ka7-b8-

c8 67-76.Ba6-b5-a4-d1-e2-f1-h3-f5-g6 -f7 77.Kd7 78.Sc7#. A 

length record and also an interesting problem (WS). 
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SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 
Editor: Radovan M. Tomašević, Judge: TBD 

  

A warm welcome to Vitaly Medintsev. Unto‟s opener shows four excelsiors. A good solvers‟ 

problem since it is C-. Vitaly‟s entry shows plenty of black pieces shuffling and ends with 

model stalemates. Both of Robert‟s entries feature self-pins. In C0687, the black King does all 

the work. Nice shielding in C0688. Both entries by L‟uboš feature minor-piece promotion. 

Tibor‟s problems often show cage building with pinning. This is one of them. Mike returns to 

this section with two entries featuring his favorite theme. In Q0319 two pieces exchange their 

places; you have to find them. The final entry, in which the four Bishops are changing places, is 

also C-, which means “cook hunters be-ware”. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw0wd] 
[)wgwdpdw] 
[N)w)w)wi] 
[dwdRdw$w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNhp] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iwdn1wdp] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdNdrdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[KdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wHwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[KdwdRdwd] 
[dwdwdw0B] 
[wdwiwdrd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[Pdpdwdwd] 
[dw)wdwdR] 
[Pdwdwiw1] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0686 Vitaly Medintsev 
Russia 

ser-h#5    2 solutions   (3+9) 

C0689 Gerold Schaffner 
Switzerland 

ser-h#22                       (5+2) 

C0690 Mihaiu Cioflâncă 
Romania 

ser-h=9   b) Pb2→g5   (8+4) 

C0687 Robert Pye 
Ireland 

C0688 Robert Pye 
Ireland 

ser-h#11                      (7+3) 

ser-h#12                      (3+3) 

H2347 (Draąžkowski) a) 1.Rc6 Kf2 2.Bc7 e4+ 3.Ke5 Ke3 4.Kd6 Kd4 5.Se7 e5#; b) 1.Kf6 e4 

2.Ke7 e5 3.Sf6 exf6+ 4.Kd8 f7 5.Bc7 f8Q#. One ideal-mate in the center and one excelsior, 

well constructed (WS). 

H2348 (Rimkus) 1.Sb6 c4 2.Sd5 exd5 3.Bd2 Ke4 4.Ba5 Kd3 5.Bb6 Bxe7#; 1.Qd6 Be7 2.Kb5 

Bd8 3.Qa6 Kxe5 4.Be7 Kd5 5.Bb4 c4#. 

H2349 (Degenkolbe/Wiehagen) a) 1.b1S Kxg5 2.Sxc3 Kf4 3.Kb1 Ke3 4.Sd1+ Kd2 5.Sb2 Sc3#; 

b) 1.b1R Kg4 2.Bxc3 Kf3 3.Ba1 Ke2 4.Rb2 Kd1 5.Kb1 Sc3#. Minor promotions with captures 

of Pc3 in order to free the square for mates by the white Knight (A). 

H2350 (Kopyl) a) 1.c3 Kf1 2.g2+ Ke1 3.g1S Sf2 4.Sxe2 Sg4 5.Kd3 Kd1 6.Sd4 Se5#; b) 1.g2 

Kh2 2.g1R Sf2 3.Rb1 Kg2 4.Kc1 Kf1 5.c3 Ke1 6.c2 Sd3#. Minor piece promotions and model 

mates (A), It looked easy, but that was an error! The rook promotion was surprising! (WS). 

H2351 (Stojoski) 1.Kg7 Kb2 2.Kf6 Sxd6 3.Rc6 Sc4 4.Kf5 Kc3 5.Rf6 Kd4 6.Be6 Sd6#. Double 

Switchback by Sc4 (A), Very fine technique, the moves by the white Knight! (WS). 

H2352 (Rimkus) a) 1.Kg6 Bb4 2.Kf5 Kxb6 3.Ke4 Kc6 4.Kd3 Kd5 5.Kc2 Ke4 6.c4 Kf3 7.c3 

Ke2 8.Kc1+ Ke1 9.c2 Bd2#; b) 1.Rb4 Ka6 2.c4 Bxg1 3.Kg6 Bb6 4.Kf5 Kb7 5.Ke4 Kc6 6.Kd3 

Kd5 7.Kc3 Ke4 8.Qc2+ Ke3 9.R1b3 Bd4#. Almost the same mate but two rows lower (A). 

W________w 
[ndwdkdwd] 
[dw0pdw0w] 
[w0pdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdK)B0pd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdPdw)P)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0685 Unto Heinonen 
Finland 

ser-s#31       C-           (7+9) 
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W________w 
[wdKdRdwd] 
[gP$Qdw0w] 
[w0rdbdwd] 
[dw0P0pdw] 
[wdPdkdpG] 
[dw0wdpdw] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[dwHwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdqdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dwdwdQdw] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwIwdwdp] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dwdwgR0w] 
[wdwdwdk0] 
[dwdwIwGN] 
[wdb0w4Pd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[BGwdwdwd] 
[0Kdw$wdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdk)wdw] 
[w)w0Rdwd] 
[dwdP0w0w] 
[rdwHNdqd] 
[dwdwdrdb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
[wdwHwdrd] 
[dwdwiwhw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
w--------w 

FA1795 Kostas Prentos  
Albuquerque, NM 

hs#3        b) bBh1        (3+5) 
Masand 

FA1796 Vitaly Medintsev 
Russia 

hs#4     2 solutions       (7+7) 

FA1797 Anatoly Stepochkin  
Russia 

hs#4      b) - wPc4    (10+12) 

FA1798 Sergey Smotrov  
Kazakhstan 

hs#5      2 solutions      (3+3) 
b) Sd4→h3, Köko 

FA1799 Hubert Gockel 
Germany 

#5              AMU       (10+10) 

W________w 
[kdwGRdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iwhwdrdw] 
w--------w 

FA1800 Petko A. Petkov 
Bulgaria 

Dedicated to solvers 

hs#6½                         (3+4) 
ConditionsFromPly=7 
Double Minimummer 

W________w 
[wdwdq dwd] 
[dq dwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdkdwH] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdNdw! wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwHwgwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIw0wd] 
[dwdwdqdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdQ dwd] 
[dKdwdw0w] 
[w! wgndwd] 
[! pdkhwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dw0w4wdw] 
[wdQ dwdw! ] 
[dwdwdw! w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dRdwdwdw] 
[wdw4wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw$ wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iw4 wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw1 wdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
[w0wdrg wd] 
[dw)wdwdB] 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwdw$wdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdq dwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FA1801 Claude Beaubestre  
France 

s#8    Maximummer     (3+4) 

FB1802 Sven Trommler  
& Franz Pachl, Germany 

h#2   Q Grasshopper   (7+9) 
b) bRe5, c) Ga5→h3 

FB1803 Vlaicu Crişan  
Romania 

h#3        2 solutions      (3+3)           
qQ Lion, NWK 

FB1804 Petko A. Petkov 
Bulgaria 

hs#3       2 solutions     (6+5) 
Kobul Kings inverse 
b VAO, q Royal LEO, r PAO 

FB1805 Ján Golha  
Slovakia 

     hs#6     3 solutions      (4+1) 
b) Bb7→h7 (2 sol), c) Ka4→g4 (3 sol) 
d) c + Bb7→a1 (2 sol), NBK 
Circe Parrain, q Locust 

FB1806 Václav Kotěšovec 
Czechia 

hs#7½    b) Madrasi     (3+3) 
rR Rookhopper 
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FAIRIES 
Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge:  FA & FB sections Aleksandr Bulavka 

  

We offer 24 originals, most of them works by world-renowned masters of the fairy genre.  

Please note some novelties in this issue. In  FB1811 and FB1812,  the well-known condition 

Phantom Chess is presented in an unusual form - with Rex inclusive. The reverse form of the 

Kobul Kings condition is presented in FB1804. Testing is only possible, for now, with the 

WinChloe program. 

  

Definitions of Fairy Conditions and Pieces      

  

KoBul Kings inverse: When an opposing piece (not a Pawn) is captured, the King (or the royal 

piece) of the capturing side takes the nature of the captured piece. When an opposing Pawn is 

captured, the royal piece of the capturing side becomes a King. 

Phantom Chess (Rex Inclusive): Any piece (Kings included) may move either normally (from 

its current square) or from its Circe rebirth square if that square is vacant. 

 

For all definitions of fairy conditions and pieces please consult StrateGems web site: 

http://strategems.net/ 

W________w 
[wdbdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[INHrdkdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdk] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwgwdw] 
[wdwHBdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdKdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdr1] 
[dwdwdwdn] 
[p0wdpdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdbdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwgw] 
[w!wdw0wd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wiwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wHw4wGwd] 
[dwdwdrdN] 
[RdwdKdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdkdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdwgndwd] 
[dwdwdw0P] 
[ndwdwdw0] 
[dwdbdwdK] 
[wdwdrdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FA1789 K. Seetharaman  
India 

h#2       2 solutions       (2+2) 
Kobul Kings 

FA1790 Waldemar Tura 
Poland 

h#2        b) bRe7          (3+3) 
Andernach Chess 

FA1791 Velko Alexandrov 
Bulgaria 

h#3       2 solutions       (3+4) 
Patrol Chess 

FA1792 Pierre Tritten 
France 

h#2      2 solutions       (5+4) 
Anti-Circe couscous 

FA1793 Themis Argirakopoulos 
Greece 

h#2         Masand        (2+10) 
b) Kh3→b3, c) Ke8→c1        

FA1794 S. Manikumar 
India 

h#2      5 solutions      (2+11) 
Kobul Kings 

Q0311 (Luce) 1.Sf2 Sc2 2.Sd1 Sd4 3.Se3 Sxf5 4.Sc2 Sxg3 5.Sa1 Sh1 6.c2 g3=. Exchange of 

Knights, easy to see (WS). 

Q0312 (Biénabe) 1.Sf2 Sb3 2.Sxd3 Sd2 3.Sxc5+ Sxf1 4.Sb3 Sxg3 5.Sa1 Sh1 6.Rb3 Be3 7.Rb2 

Bxh6 8.b3 Bc1=. More difficult then Q0311 (WS). 
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FA1742 (Tritten) 1…Rg6 2.c4 Ra6 3.b4+ Bxc4(Pb4=b)#; 1…Bg6 2.Sc7 Bxc2(Pb3=b) 3.Sc4+ 

Rxc7(Sc4=b)#. An uncomplicated but very useful illustration of one condition, which is still 

little known, but I believe that it promises great opportunities! (E). 

FA1743 (Petkov) a) 1…Bh4 2.exd3 Bf6 3.d4+ Bxd4#; b) 1…Qd5 2.Be5 Qd6 3.Bd4+ Qxd4#; 

c) 1…d6 2.Qd8 dxe5 3.Qd4+ exd4#. Two trios of pieces: white P,B,Q  and black B,Q,P play 

thematically only at one square, d4, six times (3 + 3) in a cyclic manner! The theme: "Mates on 

the same square in hs#"  was proposed in the 16th Tzuica 2018 tourney. Here, the theme is 

demonstrated only with orthodox pieces, in the most complicated variation, for the first time. 

(A), A master problem with three captures on d4! (WS). 

FA1744 (Kekely) 1.Qh4+ Kd7 2.e4 Rxe4 3.Ref2 Re8#; 1.Qe6+ Kh7 2.g4 Rxg4 3.Rgf2 Rg8#. A 

White minimal, which demonstrates good use of the fairy condition, but the black economy 

detracts (E). 

FA1745 (Rice) 1.Kd1 Bxe3 2.e1S Kf2 3.Sd3+ cxd3 4.c2 Ke1#; 1.Kf1 Bd2 2.e1B Kg2+ 3.Bg3+ 

Kh2 4.e2 Kg1#. A rich complex with different strategic motives. I believe that the task will  be 

difficult for solvers, in spite of the limited white material! (E), Typical Köko mating positions 

with the wK (WS). 

FA1746 (Packa) 1.0-0-0 Rxa2 2.Ba1 Rgb2 3.Rf1 Ke5 4.Rf6 Rxa1#; 1.Rb1 Rxh2 2.Bh1 Rfg2 

3.Rb7 Kc6 4.Bb4 Rxh1#. An interesting echo strategy connected with the black Bristol theme 

and reciprocal change of functions of black rooks! The pin of one of these pieces on b2 (g2 

respectively) leads to zugzwang and beautiful model mates. I don’t know if this orthodox 

scheme is completely original (E), Attractive bishop moves (2.Bh1, 2.Ba1), hard to find (WS). 

FA1747 (Lörinc) 1…Kd5 2.Qb6 (3.Ra5 zz Kc6 4.Qg1 zz Kb5 5.Qb1+ Ka6 6.Qb7#; 5…Ka4 

6.Qb3#) 2…Kc5 3.Qa7 zz Kb5 4.Qg1 (5.Qb1+ Ka5 6.Qb4#) 4…Ka5 5.Qb1 Sc2 6.Qb4#; 

2…Kc6 3.Qg1 zz Kb7 4.Qb1+ Ka7 5.Qb8# or 3…Kb5 4.Qb1+ Ka5 5.Qb4#; 1.Rd6! (zz), 

1…Kd7 2.Rc6+ Kc7 3.Qd8+ Kb7 4.Qb8+ Ka8 5.Qa7 zz Kb8 6.Rc8#; 4…Ka7 5.Ra6#;  1…Ke7 

2.Re6 zz Kf7 3.Qg7+ Kg8 4.Qf8 zz Kg7 5.Rg6+ Kh7 6.Qh8#; 3…Kf8 4.Re8#. Four model 

mates in the set-play, one more full-weight model mate in the solution. Two model mates in sub-

variations. Interestingly, the mate Qh8# is not model, but, completes the theme of checkmates 

on opposite sides of the board: a-file and h-file (A), Good content for only five pieces; many 

different mates! (WS). 

FA1748 (Răican) 1.d6! Ka4 2.d7Q+ Ka3 3.Qa5+ Ba4 4.Qd1 Kb3 5.Qb1+ Ka3 6.Qc1+ Kb3 

7.Qb6+ Bb5+ 8.Kb7 Ka4 9.Qa1+ Kb3 10.Qb2+ Ka4 11.Qa7+ Ba6+ 12.Ka8 Ka5 13.e7B Ka4 

14.Bd6 Ka5 15.Bb8 Ka4 16.Qc3 Kb5 17.Qd7+ Kb6 18.Qb7+ Bxb7#. An unusual use of 

Glasgow Chess in a s# miniature! (E). 

FA1749 (Foster) 1.Be4 Se7 2.Kf8 Sg6+ 3.Kf7 Se5 4.Kf6 Sg4 5.Kf5 Se3 6.Kf4 Sg2+ 7.Kf3 Se1 

8.Kf2 Sd3+ 9.Kf1 Sf2 10.Ke1 Sd3+ 11.Kd1 Sb2 12.Kc1 Sc4 13.Kb2 Rh1 14.Kb3 Sa5 15.Kb4 

Sc6+ 16.Kb5 Rb1+ 17.Ka6 Sb8 18.Ka7 Sc6+ 19.Ka8 Rb8#. A 16-move round-trip by the wSc6! 

(A), Only solvable with help from Popeye! (WS). 

FB1750 (Salai/Klemanič/Dragoun) 1.LOxg4-h4? (2.Sxe3/Sxb4#), 1...Sc6/Sf5 2.Sxe3/Sxb4#, 

1...BLxe5-f4 2.LOxe7-d8#, 1...LOxe5-d4!; 1.LOxe3-f2? (2.Sxb4#), 1…LOxe5-d4/BLxe5-f4 

2.Se3/LOxc7-d8#, 1...Sc6!; 1.LOxb4-a4! (2.Sxe3#), 1…LOxe5-d4/BLxe5-f4 2.Sb4/Qd8#; 

(1...BLxc5-b4/Sf5 2.Qd8/Qc6#.) Dombrovskis with double threat, le-Grand, three-fold changed 

mates with all mates from d8 (A). 

FB1751 (Rallo) 1.rSa5 Kd3 2.rSb3 Kc2+ 3.rSa1+ Kb2#; 1.rSd8 Kf5 2.rSf7 Kg6+ 3.rSh8+ 

Kg7#. Echo model-mates (A), Vito should try to compose a twin with mate in all 4 corners! 

(WS). 

FB1752 (Taylor) a) 1.c3 Rb7 2.Kc4 Rxb5 3.Sd4 Zf6#; b) 1.e4 Bc8 2.Ke5 Bxe6 3.Sd4 Zc8#. 

Matching indirect half-batteries reciprocally dismantled by identical FML (follow-my-leader) 

black play;  two model mates (A), Too much material for this idea, e.g. Za1 (WS). 

 FB1753 (Rallo) a) 1…Sf3 2.Gd4 Kc4 3.Ke4 Gg5 4.Gf4 Sd2#; b) 1…Kc6 2.Ke5 Sf7+ 3.Ke6 

Gg5 4.Gf6 Sd8#. Echo, model mates, Aristocrat (A). 

 

Solutions continue on the next page. 
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W________w 
[wdw1 wdwd] 
[dwdwdp0p ] 
[wdwdwdkd] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[R dwdwdwd] 
[4 wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwiw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[4 wdwdwdw] 
[w$ wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wG wdwdwd] 
[dwIpdpdN ] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0wdkdwdw] 
[P0wdw)wd] 
[0Pdwdwdw] 
[PdwdPH pd] 
[$ wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0 w] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdp dwdwd] 
[dwdwdwiw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[NdwdwdwI] 
[dp1 pdwdn ] 
[p)w0w0wd] 
[iwdPdw1 w] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[)w)wdwdw] 
[wdw1 wdwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0 wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdp dwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FB1807 Václav Kotěšovec 
Czechia 

hs#7½   3 solutions     (3+3) 
rR Eagle 

FB1808 Paul Răican 
Romania 

ser.hs#29      C-         (10+7) 
N Marine Knight  
B Nereid, R Triton                     

FB1809 Eric Huber  
Romania 

h#2      2 solutions    (1+1+4) 
Partial Paralysis + Leffie 

FB1812 Geoff Foster  
Australia 

h#2½*                      (1+1+2) 

Phantom Chess (Rex Inclusive) 

FB1811 Geoff Foster  
Australia 

h#2½   2 solutions  (1+1+2) 

Phantom Chess (Rex Inclusive) 

FB1810 Mario Parrinello 
Italy 

h#2                           (8+7+3) 
b/c) Nh7→h4/e8 
n Nightrider, q Edgehog 

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions – FAIRIES 
  

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Wilfried Seehoffer (WS)  

  

FA1738 (Gockel) a) 1.e5 Rg8 2.e6 Rxg5(wRa1)#; 1.Ke5 Rd8 2.Bh6 Bf6#; b) 1.Bxh4(wBf8) 

Re8 2.Bg7 Kg6#; 1.f3 Rc8 2.Bc1 Rxc1(wRa1)#. Four white first moves by the Rook on the 8th 

rank (A), Tricky moves by the wR on the 8th row (WS). 

FA1739 (Tura) a) 1.Qxh6=w Sg2 2.Rc6 Qd6#; b) 1.Qxf3=w Sg6 2.Bc6 Qd5#. Andernach 

Chess, Grimshaw, model mates, change of functions Pf3-Ph6, echo diagonal/orthogonal (A), A 

double Grimshaw on c6! (WS). 

 FA1740 (Taylor) 1.Sc7! (2.Sa6#), 1…Bc8 2.Qc6#, 1…Be8 2.Se6#, 1…Sxd6 2.Qc2#, 1…Sd4 

2.Rc6#, 1…Sxa3 2.Rxd7#, 1…Sxc7 2.Qc4#. A half-wheel of flight-creating bS defenses. Two 

(differently-motivated) bB retreats as by-play. All with distinct Köko-specific mating 

continuations! (A), I like this problem. The composers should compose more direct mates with 

this condition! (WS). 

FA1741 (Feoktistov) a) 1.Bg6![a] Rxd6+![A] 2.Be8! Bxe4#[B], 1.Rg6![b] Bxe4+![B] 2.Rg4! 

Rxd6#[A]; b) 1.Bg6![a] Bxe4![B] 2.Sf2! Rxd6#[A], 1.Rg6![b] Rxd6![A] 2.Rf2! Bxe4#[B]. 

“Tura” Theme + Grimshaw (A), An interesting experiment - the well known orthodox (but 

rather difficult!) theme Tura  is presented here in h# genre with the help of Madrasi! The twin 

is also unusual but good! (E), A wonderful work of art with an interesting mechanism, typical 

for Madrasi! (WS). 



87 
RETROS AND PROOF GAMES 

Editor: Kostas Prentos 

Judges: Retros: Hans Gruber Proof Games: Hans Gruber 

  

Andreas provides all the originals in the retro section, with three Anti-Circe Proca Retractors of 

varied difficulty.   

   Paul‟s P0471 uses the fairy condition #Color Chess: Whenever checkmate occurs, the mating 

piece changes color. If the color change results in a legal position, the game continues 

normally, with the mated side making the next move. If the color change leads to an illegal self-

check, the mating piece does not change colors and the game ends with mate. Both orthodox 

PGs by Unto are fully computer tested. 

w________w  
[wdwdwGwd]  
[dwiwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[Bdwdw)wd]  
[dwdwIwdw]  
w--------w  

w________w  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdw)w]  
[wdwdwdw)]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdw)wd]  
[dw$w0wdk]  
[wdPdpdwd]  
[dwGbIwdw]  
w--------w  

w________w  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[bdwdwdwi]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[qdwdwdwd]  
[dwdnIwdw]  
w--------w  

w________w  
[wdw4qhnd]  
[0p0biwdw]  
[wdpdp0wd]  
[dwdwdwIp]  
[rdwdwdwd]  
[$Pdwdw)w]  
[P)wdP)w!]  
[$NdwGwHw]  
w--------w  

w________w  
[rdb1kgw4]  
[0pdp0wdp]  
[wdwdw0wd]  
[dw0wdwdw]  
[wdRHP)wd]  
[dwdwdRdP]  
[P)PHw!Pd]  
[dRGKdwdw]  
w--------w  

w________w  
[wdw1kgwd]  
[4rhwdw0p]  
[Bdwdrdwh]  
[dw0pdw4w]  
[wdNdwdwG]  
[dQdwdwdb]  
[wdP)R$P)]  
[dNIw$w$w]  
w--------w  

R0304 Andreas Thoma 
Germany 

-4 & #1      (Proca)        (4+1) 
Anti-Circe Cheylan 

R0305 Andreas Thoma 
Germany 

R0306 Andreas Thoma 
Germany 

-4 & s#1      (Proca)      (7+4)  
Anti-Circe Cheylan 

-9 & #1      (Proca)        (1+4) 
Anti-Circe Cheylan 
Without Forward Defense 

P0471 Paul Răican 
Romania 

After Gianni Donati 

PG 19                      (13+14) 
#Color Chess  

P0473 Unto Heinonen 
Finland 

P0472 Unto Heinonen 
Finland 

PG 19                       (15+13) PG 26                      (14+14)  

SG84 (October - December 2018) Solutions - RETROS 
  

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Klaus Wenda (KW), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Wilfried 

Seehoffer (WS) 

  

R0297 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Ke1xRe2(+wKe1) Rd2-e2+ 2.Kd7xBd8(+wKe1) Re2-d2+ 3.c7-c8S 

Bf1/g2-h3/Re6-e2+ 4.Bd4-f2 & 1.cxd8Q(+wQd1)#. The wK actively gains control of the bK’s 

rebirth square, while uncapturing the bBd8 that will  be used for the final mate (E), It was 

trickier than it looked (WS). 

R0298 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Ka6xBb7(+wKe1) Qc8-c4 2.Ba5-b4 Kb8-a8 3.Sb4-c2 [3.Sd4-c2? 

Kc7-b8!] Ka8-b8 4.Sd5-b4 Kb8-a8 5.Sc7-d5 Ka8-b8 6.Se8-c7+ & 1.Ka7#. Surprising 

Zugzwang! The bK must switch helplessly on the squares a8-b8-a8 and wS leaps to e8 to 

achieve the KK-mate (KW), Lovely 5-piece problem, easy to solve (WS). 
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FB1754 (Rice) 1...Gf2 2.Kc4 Ge5 3.f3 Gxd4 4.Kxd4[+bPe4] Gxe3[+wGd2]+ 5.Kxe3 [+bPf2]+ 

Gxf2[+wGg3]#; 1...Gxd3+ 2.Kc5[+bPc3] Kxe2 3.Kc4[+bPe1] Kd1 4.Sc2 Ge4+ 5.Kxd3 

Gxc2[+wGb1]#. The rich application of the fairy condition Circe Parrain is, without doubt,  a 

surprise in this light position in which White plays only with King and two Grasshoppers and 

Black plays with King and Pawns (E). 

FB1755 (Kotěšovec) 1.A6h4 Af8 2.Aag2 Aa3 3.Aeh2 Af8 4.Acg3 Ae8 5.Kh3 Af8 6.A5g4 

Af3=; 1.Kh4 Ad1 2.Aah2 Ab3 3.Aeg4 Aa1 4.Acg3 Aa8 5.A6h5 Af8 6.Ahh3 Af4=; 1.Aag8 

Af2+ 2.Kh5 Af1 3.Aeg4 Ae1 4.Ach2 Aa1 5.Ahh4 Af1 6.A8h6 Af5=. Triple echo. During the 

play, the white Amazon has only a few possible moves without being paralyzed (A), I have 

never seen a problem like this one. Three times echo stalemate! (WS). 

FB1756  (Stepochkin) 1…Rd8#; 1.Ge4! 0-0-0+ 2.Ke7 Rh8 3.Qe3 Rh1 4.Qh3 Ra1 5.Ke8 Rh1 

6.e7+ Rxh3 7.Gf7 Rh8#. Strategically it seems a simple problem. However, this unusual idea 

will  probably appeal to solvers  (E). 

FB17557 (Wenda) 1.Kxg7(MOg1)! 2.Qe8 3.MOf8 4.Be5 5.Bxa4(MOa1) 6.Bxd7(MOd1) 

7.Kf6 8.Qg6+ MOe8#. Try: 1.Kf7? 2.Qe8…..8.Qg6+ MOe8+ 9.Kf7!. Installation of a white 

MO/Q battery; critical move of the wQ after line opening by the wK; 3x arrival of the black 

MO on the first rank on its square of origin; Circe-mate (A). 

FB1758 (Novomeski) 1.Sg6 2.Se5 3.Sc4 4.Gc3 5.Sd6 6.Gd7 7.Sb5 8.Gc7 9.Gcc8 e7#; 1.Ge5 

2.Ge7 3.Gf7 4.Kc7 5.Gb7 6.Gd7 7.Kd8 8.Ke8 9.Gd8 exf7#. Ideal-mates (A). 

FB1759 (Kotěšovec) 1.Ge5 2.Ggg7 3.Kg2 4.Kf3 5.Ke4 6.Kd5 7.Gc5 8.Ke6 9.Gee7 10.Gge5 

11.Gd4 12.Gd7 13.Gbd5 Gb6#; 1.d5 2.Gbe5 3.Gd4 4.Ge6 5.Ke2 6.Kf3 7.Gge4 8.Kf4 9.Gg3 

10.Ke5 11.Ggd6 12.G4f4 13.Ggd4 Gc5#.  A strange White Minimal in which, a not-so-mobile 

white Grasshopper, demonstrates great power in three long solutions à la Kotěšovec (E), Two 

very fine move sequences (WS). 

FB1760 (Petkov) a) 1.ROc7! nSxd3+![A] 2.nROxd3+![B] nNxd3#[C]; 1…B?, 1…C?; b) 

1.Nge7! nROxd3+![B] 2.nNxd3+![C] nSxd3#[A]; 1…C?,  1…A?; c) 1.Sd4! nNxd3+![C] 

2.nSxd3+![A] nROxd3#[B]; 1…A?, 1…B?. Tzuica 2018 theme in a highly complicated form: 

complete Zilahi cycle ABC-BCA-CAB of mutual captures + cross-checks, combined with a 

double cycle of anti-dual motives: B?C?, C?A?, A?B?. Model mates in Meredith (A). 

FB1761 (Parrinello) a) 1.Rb7 a5 2.Qxa5[bQa5→h4] nSxb7[nSb7→g2]#; b) 1.Rc8 b6 

2.Qxb6[bQb6→g3] nSxc8[nSc8→f1]#; c) 1.Re8 g7 2.Qxg7[bQg7→b2] nSxe8[nSe8→d1]#. 

Three times a duel between three pieces: Qa7/Rb8/nSd6. Self-blocks by the black Queen (E), 

An unusual condition, not easy to comprehend. Thematically perfect! (WS). 

FB1762 (Kochulov) a) 1...nBf3 2.Nf7 nRxf7-h3 3.nNxe8-b8+ nBxc6-f6#; b) 1...nRxb4-b5 

2.Be3 nNxe3-a7 3.nBxh1-d1+ nRxb1-f3#; c) 1...nNxc2-b2 2.Ra2 nBxa2-a1 3.nRxa4-a5+ 

nNxd1-d5#. Cyclic play with neutrals; a favorite theme of the author. The main aesthetic 

question here is: from the point of view of economy, is the use of four white and three black 

rooks on the board justified? (E).  

FB1763 (Solja) 1.nETa6 nETf1 2.Kf2 nETa6  3.nEMb5 nETb4 4.nEMd4 nEMb3 5.nETe1 

nEMg3#; 1.nETc8 nETh3 2.Kg3 nETc8 3.nEMd7 nETe7 4.nEMe5 nEMf7 5.nETh4 nEMf2#. 

Interesting switchbacks in a super laconic four-piece setting. Hard to solve! (E). 

FA1764 (Lörinc) 1.Bg5+? gxh5!; 1.hxg6! (2.Bg5+ f5 3.fxe6/fxg6/Bf4#), 1…g5 2.Bxg5 3.exf7 

zz f6 4.Bc1 (5.nKf5#) f5 5.Bf4#; 3…d5 4.Bc1 zz f5 5.Bf4#; 4…f6 5.nKf5#; 4…d4 5.nKd3#; 

2…e5 3.exd6 zz f6 4.Bc1 (5.nKf5#) f5 5.Bf4#; 3…d5 4.Bc1 zz f5 5.Bf4#; 4…f6 5.nKf5#; 

4…d4 5.nKd3#; 2…f6 3.Bc1 zz d5 4.dxe6 zz f5 5.Bf4#; 4…e5 5.nKe4#; 2…fxe6 3.Bc1 zz d5 

4.dxe6 zz e5 5.nKe4#; 1…f6 2.Bc1 zz g5 3.gxf6 zz d5 4.dxe6 zz f5 5.Bf4#; 4…e5 5.nKe4#; 

2…d5 3.dxe6 zz g5 4.gxf6 zz f5 5.Bf4#; 4…e5 5.nKe4#. A fight of neutral pawns is based on 

the ability of wBc1 to fire nK into a mating net once the nPs come too close to the b1-h7 

diagonal (3-fold echo model mates) (A). 
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Notable Composers – David Gurgenidze 

  

I was born in Chailuri, a small village in the eastern part of Georgia (then part of the USSR) in 

1953. My interest in chess studies was quite coincidentally piqued by my surname, seeing that I 

shared it with the first Georgian chess grandmaster Bukhuti Gurgenidze.  Everything started 

with the first chess book given to me as a gift. It was the collection of chess studies of Gia 

Nadareishvili published in 1964. After that I started participating in chess solving competitions. 

I was still in eighth grade when I won a solving competition held by a chess magazine called 

Шахматы в СССР (Chess in the USSR). In 1968 I moved to Tbilisi, where I started studying 

chess under the famous chess coach Shota Intskirveli at the Youth Palace of Tbilisi.  

     I was still a schoolboy when my first study was published almost 50 years ago. Gia 

Nadareishvili found out where I was studying and invited me to his home. Soon I became 

acquainted with Velimir Kalandadze, Vaja Neidze and, some time later, with Iosif Krikheli, 

who was living in Gori at the time. The creative collaboration with the older colleagues soon 

proved to be fruitful. During this time I became twice the USSR champion and twice I was 

runner-up at the same competition and three times I was awarded a bronze medal. Before the 

collapse of the USSR I became an International Master in chess composition, and the title 

International Grandmaster soon followed.  

David Gurgenidze (midle) with Iosif Krikheli (left) and Gia Nadereishvili 

The Georgian school of chess study, under the guidance of Gia Nadareishvili, was renowned 

around the world. I composed NÁ1 when I was 17 years old. It develops an idea of Nikolai 

Grigoriev, a study that I wasn‟t aware of at the time. When Mikhail Botvinnik visited Tbilisi in 

1970, Gia Nadareishvili showed my study to him. Botvinnik was of course familiar with 

Grigoriev‟s previous study, but he was so impressed with the first move, that he asked me, 

through Nadareishvili, to give it to him. The sixth World Chess Champion took the study to 

Moscow and subsequently gave it to the editors of „64“. Years later, this study  became an 

object of interest to another World Chess Champion, Boris Spassky. 

     Looking back, most of my life has been dedicated to composing. I have composed more 

than a thousand studies over fifty years, many of which have won numerous competitions. I am 

most proud of attaining the title of World Champion in Chess Composition twice as well as 

twice receiving a bronze medal. Just as important was the recognition I was receiving back 

home in Georgia. The President of Georgia awarded me the Medal Of Honor in 1997.  
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R0299 (Thoma) Retract: 1.Ka2xRa3(+wKe1) Ra8-b8+ 2.Ka1-a2 Rh8xQ/Rh7/g8(+bRa8)+ 

3.Ka2-a1 Ra8xBb8/a7(+bRh8)+ 4.Ka1-a2 Th8xR/Qg8/h7(+bRa8)+ 5.Ka2-a1 Ra8xSa7/b8 

(+bRh8)+ 6.Sc6-a7/b8 & 1.Sd8(+wSg1)#. After the introduction, five units are left for 

uncapture by Black: Q,R,B,B,S. In the  forward play we see 1.SxX(+wSg1)#, or 1.Bg2# as 

potential mates. Thus, Black has to avoid the uncapture of those units, as far as possible. 

Heavy position, but entertaining solution! (KW), Very complex. It took a long time to crack this 

puzzle (WS). 

P0460 (Petkov) 1.b3=b f6=w 2.fxg7 bxa2 3.gxh8=R axb1=S 4.Rxg8 Sxd2 5.Rh8=b Sb1=w 

6.Qxd7+ Kf7 7.Qxc8 Qd1=w 8.Qcd8=b Ke6. Thematic complex: The bRh8 is not the original 

Rook, but it is promoted by White on the same square h8 as a wR; then, follows the capture 

wRh8xSg8 and Switchback wRg8-h8=black! The wSb1 is not the original Knight, but it is 

promoted by Black on the same square b1 as a bS; then, follows the capture bSb1xd2 and 

Switchback bSd2-b1=white! The wQd1 and bQd8 are not the original Queens, but the outcome 

of Platzwechsel between Qd1↔Qd8, after double opening of the d-file and change of colors! 

Perhaps the content is a new concept in the application of the condition Anti-Andernach in PG-

genre!? (A). 

P0461 (Raican) 1.e4 h5 2.Qg4 hxg4 3.Bc4 Rh3 4.Se2 Rb3 5.axb3 g3 6.Ra6 gxf2S! 7.Re6 fxe6 

8.0-0 Kf7 9.Rxf2+ Kg6 10.Rf6 exf6. Schnoebelen S, cross-captures (A), This problem and the 

next might be an entertaining intro to fairy proof games for those who are reluctant to try (LB). 

P0462v (Prentos/Frolkin) 1.h4 a5 2.h5 a4 3.h6 a3 4.hxg7 axb2 5.Rh6 Ra3 6.Re6 Rd3 7.a4 h5 

8.a5 h4 9.Ra4 h3 10.Sa3 b1Q 11.Bb2 h2 12.Be5 hxg1Q 13.Bh2 Rhh3 14.gxh3 f6 15.Bxg1 Kf7 

16.Bg2 Kg6 17.Bc6 bxc6 18.cxd3 Bb7 19.Qxb1. Two Schnoebelen Queens: The need for the 

promotees to observe pieces of the opposite side, both diagonally and orthogonally, determines 

the type of the promotions. (E) Two Schnoebelen Queens lead to entertaining solving (LB). 

P0463 (Heinonen) 1.Sc3 g5 2.Se4 g4 3.Sg5 g3 4.hxg3 a5 5.Rh6 a4 6.Ra6 a3 7.bxa3 e5 8.Bb2 

e4 9.Be5 e3 10.fxe3 c5 11.Kf2 c4 12.Kf3 c3 13.dxc3 d5 14.Qd2 d4 15.Re1 d3 16.exd3 f5 

17.Re2 f4 18.Ke4 f3 19.gxf3 b6 20.Bh3 b5 21.Bf5 b4 22.S1h3 b3 23.cxb3. White has six 

Impostor Pawns: IP6(P). Black's Homebase. The bPb7 plays a tempo move (A), There are no 

impostor pawns because each pawn, from a3 to g3, must have its original square in the east 

also with pure retro analysis and no time restriction (Silvio Baier). 

P0464 (Heinonen) 1.g4 Sc6 2.g5 Sd4 3.g6 Sxe2 4.gxh7 Sg3 5.Se2 Sf6 6.Rg1 Sh1 7.Rg6 fxg6 

8.f4 Kf7 9.f5 Se8 10.f6 exf6 11.d4 Bc5 12.Bh6 gxh6 13.d5 Be3 14.d6 cxd6 15.Qd4 Qa5+ 

16.Sd2 Qh5 17.Qb6 axb6 18.c4 Ra4 19.c5 Rf4 20.c6 bxc6 21.0-0-0 Ba6 22.Sd4 Bd3 23.Se6 

dxe6. Seven Impostor Pawns: IP(P,P,P) & IP(S,B,R,Q) (A), Two impressive retros by the 

problem grandmaster (WS). 

P0465 (Heinonen) 1.Sc3 g5 2.Sd5 g4 3.Sxe7 Sxe7 4.a4 Sg6 5.Ra3 Qf6 6.Rh3 gxh3 7.f3 Qxf3 

8.a5 f5 9.a6 Kf7 10.axb7 a5 11.gxh3 a4 12.Bg2 a3 13.Bf1 a2 14.Bg2 a1S 15.Bf1 Sb3 16.Bg2 

Ra1 17.Bf1 Ba3 18.Bg2 d6 19.Bf1 Be6 20.Bg2 Sd7 21.Bf1 Ra8 22.Bg2 Ra4 23.Bf1 Sa5 

24.Bg2 Bb3 25.Bf1 Ke6 26.Bg2 Kd5 27.Bf1 Kc4 28.Bg2 d5 29.Bf1. White's Bishop does nine 

oscillations: This is FPG - SW9(B) (A), Too difficult for human solvers! (WS). 

If you have not yet sent your subscription to StrateGems please do it as soon as 

possible in order to avoid unnecessary delays in receiving the next issue. 

U.S. Subscribers $40.00,  

Foreign Subscribers $45 or or €40. 

Good Companions Fellows $60 or €55 

Send your Subscription to: Check written to Mike Prcic 

Mike Prcic, 2613 Northshore Lane, Westlake Village,CA  91361-3318 

Or pay by PayPal to: Tuzlak@aol.com 
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W________w 
[wdwhrdRd] 
[dwdwdk0p] 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[w$wdwdpd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdqdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[4NdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kgwdndwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dNdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdk1] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[pdwdNdK0] 
[)wdBdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw)w4P] 
[qdwdwdwd] 
[gwdwdwGk] 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[w$wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wHwdwdb4] 
[dwdpiP0w] 
[wdwdwdP)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[p0wdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Pdwdw4w)] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
w--------w 

NÁ4 David Gurgenidze 
1st Prize  
Promlem 1971   

Draw                            (4+5) 

NÁ5 David Gurgenidze 
1st Prize  
The Problemist 1985        

Win                             (4+4) 

NÁ6 David Gurgenidze  
Special Honorable Mention 
Gusev-50 JT 1996  

Win                             (5+6) 

NÁ7 David Gurgenidze 
1st Prize   
Polish Chess Fed. Ty. 1987 

Draw           BTM         (7+4) Win                             (8+8) 

NÁ8 David Gurgenidze  
1st Prize  
Shakhmaty  Riga 1974  

NÁ9 David Gurgenidze &  
Christopher Becker 
1st Prize, 64 1977  

Win                             (6+5) 

NÁ4 1.Qf7+! Kb2 2.Rg2+ Qxg2 3.Qf2+! Kb3! (3...Qxf2 is a stalemate, so Black has to 

sacrifice the queen) 4.Qxb6+ Ka2 5.Qe6+ Kxb1 6.Qb3+ Qb2 7.Qc4! Ra2 8.Qb4 Ka1 9.Qc3 

Kb1 10.Qb4 Ra1 11.Qc4 and it ends with a unique and beautiful positional draw with strong 

suggestion of a stalemate. 

NÁ5 1.f7! Rg4+ 2.Ka5 Rg5+ 3.Ka6 Sc7+ 4.bxc7 Rg8 5.fxg8B (5.fxg8Q? Stalemate) 5...Bxc7 

6.Sd4 Kb8 (6...Bg3 7.Sc6 Be1 8.Be6 Bf2 9.Bc8) 7.Sc6+ Kc8 8.Be6#. Checkmate with the 

promoted Bishop. 

NÁ6 1.Kd7! Re7+ (1...Rxg8 2.Rf4#) 2.Kxd8 Ra7 3.Rh8 Ra8+ 4.Kd7 Rxh8 5.Rf4+ Kg8 6.h6 

g5 {6...gxh6 7.Ke7 Kg7 [7...h5 8.Rf7 (8.Kf6 h6 9.Ra4 Rh7 10.Ra8#) 8...h6] 8.Rxg4#} 7.Ke7 

gxf4 8.gxf4 g3 9.f5 g2 10.f6 g1Q 11.f7#.  

NÁ7 1...Qf1+! 2.Kh2 Bc7+! (2...Rxh7 3.Rg2! Bc7+ 4.f4) 3.f4 (3.Bf4? Bxf4+ 4.Rxf4 Qg1+) 

3...Rxh7 4.Rg2! (4.e8Q+? Kg4+) 4...Kg6+ 5.Bh6+! (5.Kg3? Qd3+; 5.Bh4+? Kf5 6.Rg5+ Kxe4 

7.e8Q+ Kxf4) 5...Kf5 (5...Kf6 6.Re6+! Kf5 7.e8Q Bxf4+ 8.Rg3 Qf2+ 9.Kh1) 6.Rg5+! Kxe4 

(6...Kf6 7.Re6+) 7.e8Q+ Kxf4! 8.Qe3+! (8.Rh5+? Kg4+; 8.Rg6+? Kf3+; 8.Qf8+? Ke4+ 9.Rg3 

Qxf8) 8...Kxe3+ 9.Rg3+! Ke4 =. 

NÁ8 In this paradoxical situation white is handicapped because of its own pawn at a2, so it forces 

Black to capture it. 1.hxg7! Rg2+ 2.Kf1 (It‟s too early to capture the Rook 2.Kxg2 Rxh2+ 

3.Kxh2 Bxf7 4.gxf7 Kxf7 5.Sxd7 b3 6.Se5+ Kxg7 7.Sc4 bxa2 and pawn is promoted into a 

Queen) 2...Rf2+ 3.Ke1 Re2+ 4.Kd1 Rd2+ 5.Kc1 Rc2+ 6.Kb1 Rb2+ 7.Ka1 Rxa2+ 8.Kb1 

Rb2+ 9.Kc1 Rc2+ 10.Kd1 Rd2+ 11.Ke1 Re2+ 12.Kf1 Rf2+ 13.Kg1 Rg2+ 14.Kxg2 Rxh2+ 

15.Kxh2 Bxf7 16.gxf7 Kxf7 17.Sxd7 b3 18.Se5+ Kxg7 19.Sc4 b2 20.Sa3 and both Pawns are 

stopped.  

NÁ9 The World Congress of Chess Composition was held in Tbilisi in 1975. I participated in one 

of the thematic composing tournaments with Christopher Becker. The study was our best 

coproduction and was awarded a special prize. 1.Sf4+! Kf8 2.Kh5 Ke8 3.Sg6 Qh7 4.b3 (4.b4? 

Kd8 5.b5 Kc7 6.b6+ Kb8 7.Bb3 Kb7 8.Bc4 Ka8 9.Bd5+ Kb8 and it‟s a draw) 4...Kd8 5.b4 Kc7 

6.b5 Kb8 (6...Kd6 7.bxa6) 7.b6 Kc8 Black is put into Zugzwang and occupies critically 

important c8)  8.Bg8 Qxg8 9.Se7+ and White captures the Queen. 
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David Gurgenidze and Mike Prcic  

I was elected a Vice President of the 

Georgian Chess Federation in 1994 and 

spent almost a decade developing the 

sport in Georgia. I was captain of the 

Georgian women‟s national chess team 

in the year 2000 World Chess 

Olympiad in Istanbul and the team 

managed to return with silver medals. I 

have tried not to neglect chess 

composition while in my position as 

the chairman of the Georgian Chess 

Composers‟ Commission. I have tried 

to nurture interest in chess by 

publishing more than 40 chess books, 

including chess text books that are 

used to teach chess to children in 

Georgian schools. More recently, I 

turned my attention to the spectacular 

history of chess in Georgia and the 

significance it has held in the lives of 

Georgians for centuries. Following this 

path, I found it important to research 

and document the mostly obscure story 

of the first professional Georgian chess player, Andria Dadiani.  

     I am an International Arbiter in both chess and chess composition. 

 

[The following compositions were selected and annotated by David.] 

 

W________w 
[wdwdRdNd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdwiwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdN] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw4] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwiw] 
w--------w 

NÁ1 David Gurgenidze  
64 1970 

Draw                            (2+3) 

NÁ2 David Gurgenidze 
1st Prize 
Shakhmaty v SSSR 1981  

Win                             (3+2) 

NÁ3 David Gurgenidze 
Special Prize 
Shakhmaty v SSSR 1981  

Win                             (3+2) 

NÁ1 1.Ka3!! Ke6 2.Sf8+ Kf5 3.Sd7 h5 4.Sc5 h4 5.Sb3 h3 6.Sd2 h2 7.Sf1 White Knight‟s raid 

on the whole board appears to be a success. 1.Kb3?, seemed to be natural move, but that square 

shouldn‟t be occupied as it is later used by the white knight. 

NÁ2 1.g7! (1.Kb3? Rh5 2.g7 Rg5 3.Kc4 Kg2 4.Kd4 Kg3 5.Ke4 Kg4 6.Rf7 Kg3 7.Ra7 Kg4 

8.Ra1 Kh3 9.Rh1+ Kg2 10.Rh7 Kg3 11.Rh1 Kg2 and the result is a positional draw) 1...Rb8 

2.Rb7  (2.Rf7? Rg8 3.Kb3 Kg2 4.Kc4 Kg3 5.Kd5 Kg4 6.Ke6 Kg5 and f7 is blocked therefore it 

is a draw) 2...Rc8 3.Kb3 Kg2 4.Rc7 Rd8 5.Kc4 Kg3 6.Rd7 Re8 7.Kd5 Kg4 8.Re7 Rg8 9.Ke6 

Kg5 10.Kf7 and white wins.  Systematic movement in this study with five pieces is what makes 

it favorite of mine.  

NÁ3 1.Sf6! c2 2.Se4+ Kd3 3.Sf2+ Kc3 4.Re3+ Kd2 5.Rd3+ Ke2 6.Rc3 Kd2 7.Se4+ Kd1 8.Rd3+ 

Ke1 9.Re3+ Kd1 10.Sc3+ Kd2 11.Kd4 c1Q 12.Re2#. My body of work is full of miniature and 

five-piece studies. I have even published a book containing more than a hundred of them. 
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There are two types of keys Gamage employed quite succesfully. They are both 

counterintuitive--almost paradoxical. The first type is where White pins its own piece and the 

second type is where the key unpins a black piece. The first twelve diagrams are equally 

divided between the two types of keys. After that I have a surprise for you; so keep reading. 

W________w 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[!NdwdBdw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dpdqdwdw] 
[whk4Pdwd] 
[0whwdwdw] 
[w$bdPdwd] 
[4N$wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[QdwdwdwG] 
[dwdwgwdB] 
[KdpdwdqH] 
[0wdwdrdw] 
[w)wdkdwd] 
[dP$wdR)w] 
[wdNdn0w)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[qgbdwdwd] 
[dwdwhwdw] 
[wdwdr)w)] 
[dwdw!wdB] 
[pdwdw0Nd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdw)wHpG] 
[dwdKdwhw] 
w--------w #2                              (12+8) 

NÁ1 Honorable Mention 
Pat 1938 

NÁ2  
British Chess Federation 1938 

#2                              (9+10) 

NÁ3 
Limburgsch Dagblad 1940 

#2                              (10+9) 

We start with NÁ1. Here the Rook pins itself with 1.Rxc6!, threatening to activate a 

Rook/Queen battery with 2.Re6#. Note also that the key leaves Rf3 en prise. What follows are 

four battery mates with the front piece moving to four different squares: 1...Kxf3 2.Rf6# 

(pinning Rf5), 1...Kd5 2.Rxg6# (Rb6?), 1...Rxf3 2.Rd6# (protecting the d3-square) and 1...Bd6 

2.Rc4# (double-check is needed otherwise 2...Rd5!). Also: 1...Rd5 2.Re3# (self-blocking) and 

1...Qxc6+ 2.Qxc6# (pinning Rf5). 

     NÁ2 After the key, 1.Ke1! (2.Se3#), the white battery threat can be neutralized by moving 

Re6. A random move unpins the white Queen for 2.Qc3#. The two Rook corrections, 1...Rd6!? 

2.Qxf4# and 1...Rc6!? 2.Qe4#, result in closing black lines. The Queen capture, 1...Rxe5, 

liberates a square for the Knight allowing 2.Sxe5#. 

     The key, 1.Qxa3!, in NÁ3, threatens 2.Rxb4#. The Queen is taboo since 1...Rxa3 leads to 

2.Sxa3#. The Sb4 must move, but where to? The two Queen-unpinning moves, 1...Sba2 and 

1...Sa6, result in 2.Qc5# and 2.Qxc3#. The two other moves by the same Knight, 1...Sc6 and 

1...Sd3, unpin Sb7 for 2.Sd6# and close the Rook's line for 2.Sd2#. A defense by the other 

Knight, 1...Sca2, unpins the Queen and pins the black Bishop for 2.Qb3#, while 1...Bb3 results 

in 2.Rxc3#. (1...Rxb1 2.Qxb4#).  

     I am not sure why Gamage did not move the white Queen to a6-square and remove wPb6. 

All the mates remain the same and the white Queen now has ample room to roam. Perhaps the 

white Queen under attack did not appeal to him. 

W________w 
[QdwdrdBd] 
[dwdwgwdw] 
[wGwdwdwd] 
[drdRdRdK] 
[w0wdkdNd] 
[dwdN0w0w] 
[wdwdndwd] 
[dwhwdwdb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdbdw4wh] 
[Ip0Qdwdr] 
[w$wdn0wd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdpiwd] 
[dwdwHwdw] 
[wGw)Pgwd] 
[dwdwdN$w] 
w--------w #2                              (8+10) 

NÁ4 1st Prize 
American Chess Bulletin 1943 

NÁ5 1st Honorable Mention 
Chess Correspondent 1944 
Third Hochberg Tourney 

#2                              (9+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdr$wd] 
[dwdpdq4w] 
[wdp)Nhpd] 
[hwdw0k)w] 
[wdQdwdp)] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[KdPHwdwd] 
[GBdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ6 version 
American Chess Problemist 1949 

#2                           (12+11) 
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W________w 
[wdQdwdRd] 
[Hw)wdwGw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdqdwdwd] 
[dwdwdBdw] 
[k)w0wdpd] 
[dwdwdwIb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdwiwd] 
[dw)wdPdr] 
[w)wdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwHRdw] 
[wdw0wdw0] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[qdwdwdwd] 
[hwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
w--------w 

NÁ10 David Gurgenidze 
2nd Prize  
Magadan Tournament 1982  

Win                             (5+3) 

NÁ11 David Gurgenidze  
& Martin Minski  
Timman-65 JT open section, 2017 

Win                             (5+5) 

NÁ12 David Gurgenidze 
& Martin Minski 
Polášek/Vlasák-60 JT, 2017  

Win                             (8+5) 

NÁ10 1.b7! Rh3+ 2.Kf2 (2.Kf4? Ra4+ 3.Kg5 Rg3+ 4.Kf5 Rf3+ 5.Ke5 Re3+ 6.Kd5 Rd3+ 

7.Kc5 Rc3+ 8.Kb5 Rac4 9.b8Q+ Kxf7 and it‟s a draw) 2...Ra2+ 3.Kg1 Rg3+ 4.Kf1 Rf3+ 

5.Ke1 Re3+ 6.Kd1 Rd3+ 7.Kc1 Rc3+ 8.Kb1 Rac2 9.b8Q+ Kxf7 10.Qb3+ Rxb3+ 11.Kxc2 

and white wins.  

     Studies that feature systematic movement of pieces always held a special place in my heart. 

Velimir Kalandaze first showed them to me when I was very young and I completely fell in 

love with them. 

NÁ11 A few years ago, I started working closely with a very talented young German composer, 

Martin Minski. This collaboration led to, what I believe are, many interesting studies. Here are 

two of them. 1.Kg2! (1.Kh2? Qh4+ 2.Kg2 Qg5+ 3.Kh3 Qh4+ 4.Kg2 Qg5+=) 1...Qe8! (1...Qc4 

2.Rf5+ Kh4 3.Sg6#) 2.Bd5 Sc2 3.Kh3! (3.Rf5+? Kh4 4.Rf4+ Kg5=; 3.Kg3? Sd4!=; 3.f4? 

Kh4!=) 3...Se3 [3...Sd4 4.f4 Qd7+ 5.Rf5+! (5.Sf5? Qb5! 6.Rf6 Qf1+ 7.Bg2 Qxf4=) 5...Qxf5+ 

6.Sxf5 Sxf5 7.Bf7#] 4.f4 Qd7+ (4...Sxd5 5.Rf5#) 5.Sf5! [5.Rf5+? Qxf5+ 6.Sxf5 Sxd5!= 

(6...Sxf5? 7.Bf7#)] 5...Qc8! (5...Qb5 6.Sxe3 Qe2 7.Re7+–; 5...Sxd5 6.Rxd7+–) 6.Rf6! Qxf5+ 

(6...Sxd5 7.Rxh6#; 6...Sxf5 7.Bf7/Bf3#) 7.Rxf5+ Kg6! 8.Rh5!! (8.Rf8? Sxd5=) 8...Kxh5 

9.Bf7#. A model mate by the Bishop. 

NÁ12 1.Qa6+!! (1.Qg4? Qc1+ 2.Kh2 Qxc7+ 3.Kg1 Qc1+ 4.Bd1 Qxd1+! 5.Qxd1 stalemate; 

1.Bc3? Qc5+ 2.Kh2 Qd6+ 3.Be5! Qxe5+ 4.Kh3 Qf6! 5.Qg4 g1S+! 6.Qxg1 Qxf3+=) 1...Qxa6 

2.Sb5! d1Q+! (2...Qxb5 3.Ra8+ Kb1 4.Be4++–; 2...Qb6+ 3.Bd4 Qxb5 4.Ra8+ Kb1 5.Be4++–) 

3.Bxd1 Qxb5 4.Ra8+ Kb1 5.Bc2+! Kxc2 6.c8Q+ (Phoenix) 6...Kb1 7.Ra1+! Kxa1 8.Qc4!! 

(8.b3+? Kb1! 9.Qc4 Qf5!=; 8.b4+? Kb1!=; 8.Qc1+? Ka2=; 8.Qa8+? Kb1=) 8...Qxc4 (8...Qf5 

9.b4+ Kb1 10.Qb3+ wins) 9.b3+ Qc3! 10.Bxc3+ Ka2 11.b4 Kb3 12.b5 Kc4 13.b6 Kb5 14.b7 

Ka6 15.b8R!+– (Excelsior and Phoenix) (15.b8Q? model stalemate.)  

    Currently I am teaching chess at the Youth Palace of Tbilisi. I have started writing a follow-

up of my book Chess in the lives of Georgian People and I am hoping that I will be able to 

publish a selected collection of my studies by the end of 2020.  

Gamage Keys 
By Mike Prcic 

  

There was a time when a key was the most important element of a chess problem. After all we 

used to call chess problems Chess Puzzles. Finding the key was what solvers were looking for; 

the variations and themes were secondary. Over time the weight of the key has slipped 

considerably. Set-plays and tries have overshadowed the key. This is not to say that the key is 

not important. A good key makes a chess problem so much better. 

     In studying Gamage's problems I found that he paid a great deal of attention to having a 

good key. He composed during the time when finding the key was the whole game. Having an 

unusual (difficult) key was a must. 
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W________w 
[KdNdwdwd] 
[GwdwdQdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwdrdwdR] 
[PdkdbdR4] 
[)wdwhwdw] 
[wdPdwdp1] 
[dwdNgndw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdwdrdwd] 
[dBdp$QHp] 
[wdqdndwI] 
[dPdkdPdp] 
[w)pdwdw4] 
[dw0w)Ndw] 
[wdwgwdPG] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
w--------w #2                            (10+10) 

NÁ10 1st Prize 
Chess Problem 1945 

NÁ11 1st Prize 
Chess Correspondent 1945 

#2                            (13+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdkd] 
[dwdNdpdb] 
[K$wdwdq)] 
[)wdwGwdp] 
[w0wdwdw)] 
[dBhpdw$w] 
[wdw)wdPd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ12  
Chess Problem 1945 

#2                              (12+8) 

NÁ10 won First Prize in an informal tourney for the July-December period. Said the tourney 

judge H.R. Neale: ''A good unpinning key leads to two line pin mates. Nice easy play with good 

secondary effects by Se3. Seems original.'' Additional features are two pairs of focal corrections 

by the unpinned black Rook. 1.Qb7! (2.Qb3#), 1...Rd~ 2.Qxe4#, 1...Re5!? 2.Sxd6#, 1...Rd~d 

2.Qc6# and 1...Rd4!? 2.Sb6#. Also: 1...Sd2 2.Qb4# and 1...Sxc2 2.Qxd5#. 

     NÁ11 A black unpin and a potential white pin. Sounds familiar? The key, 1.Qf6!, does just 

that, threatening 2.Qe5#. When the black Knight moves, pinning the white Queen, a pretty line-

pinning mate ensues 2.Qd6#, while the correction move 1...Sf4!? closes black Rook's line 

allowing 2.e4#. The black King has a free flight from the get-go and tries to use it with 1...Ke4, 

only to succunb to 2.Qd4# (Se6 being pinned), while 1...Re4 self-blocks for 2.Rxd7#. (1...d6 

2.Qxe6#). 

     NÁ12 is an interesting 'waiter' featuring a pinned black Queen and also pinned white Rook. It 

looks as if White should be able to create a threat but it can't. The set move, 1...Qxg3, unpins 

the Rook for 2.Rb8#. The pretty key, 1.Re6!, gives Black three(!) additional moves white 

creating a potential Rook/Bishop battery. Now the set move, 1...Qxg3, changes the mate to 

2.Re8#. The newly liberated f-Pawn participates in three variations (3/4 pickannini): 1...fxe6 

2.Bxe6#, 1...f6 2.Re8# and 1...f5 2.Rexg6#. Also, 1...S~ 2.Qc8#. (1.Bd4/ Qxg3!; 1.Rc6? S~!). 

     And now for the grand finale, Gamage combines both keys into one. He pins his piece while 

at the same time unpinning the black piece! 

 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dRdwdndw] 
[rdwiwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdp] 
[w1wdwHp4] 
[GB$w)wdw] 
[wdwHwdw!] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rgr$Bdwd] 
[dpdwdpdw] 
[w)w1wdRd] 
[dnHkdPdb] 
[w)Ndwdwd] 
[dwdP)wdw] 
[Qdwdwdwh] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdBhwdrd] 
[gwdwHPdw] 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[dpdriwdP] 
[qdwdwdw$] 
[dw)PhwHb] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[dwGw$wIw] 
w--------w 

NÁ13 1st Prize 
Chess Correspondent 1946-47 
FIDE Album No. 463, 1945-55 

#2                              (13+9) 

NÁ14  
British Chess Magazine TT 1944 

#2                            (12+10) 

NÁ15 1st Prize 
British Chess Magazine 1944 

#2                              (10+7) 

NÁ13 The editor, Frederick R. Chevalier, commented: ''A new idea in the pinning and unpinning 

field. Key move, 1.Se4!, pins White piece, unpins Black piece, thereby making a third piece 

threaten mate, which piece becomes pinned by removal of unpinned Black piece''. Here, the 

pinned piece is the white Queen, the unpinned piece is Se3 and the threat piece is Pf2. By 

moving Se3, the threat piece is pinned but the white Bishop's line is open for 2.Bf4#. Black 

corrects with 1...Sg4!? 2.Qf5# (Qf6?) and 1...Sg2!? 2.Qf6# (Qf5?). The side variations are: 

1...Qxe4 2.Rxe4#, 1...Rxg6 2.Sxg6#, 1...Bg4 2.Qf6# and 1...Se6 2.Sc6#. 
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NÁ4 is one of Gamage's well-known problems. It has all the elements of his style: a flight-giving 

key, 1.Rf3! (2.Rxe3#), with piece sacrifice, White pinning his own piece, battery play and a 

slew of different tactical elements in seven variations. The two Bishop's defenses are the most 

interesting: 1…Bc5 2.Rd8# and 1…Be5 2.Rd4#, both unpinning Rd5. The Rook captures 

1...Kxf3 and 1…Bxf3 allow 2.Rf5# and 2.Bh7#. After 1…Sxd3, the Knight self-blocks for 

2.Re5#. (1...Sf4+ 2.Rxf4# and 1...Rxd5+ 2.Qxd5#). 

     In NÁ5 the key, 1.Rb5!, pins Se3 while aiming for 2.Rf5#. The two Knight-unpinning 

defenses, 1...Sc5 2.Sd5# (Sg2?) and 1...Sd4 2.Sg2# (Sd5?) nicely differentiate between mates. 

There are four more defenses: 1...Sg7 2.Qxc7#, 1...c5 2.Qd6#, 1...f5 2.Be5# and 1...Bxe3+ 

2.dxe3#. 

     The last in this series of keys is NÁ6. Here the key, 1.Qc5!, pins Se6 and also Pe5, leaving 

Se6 en prise while threatening 2.Qxe5#. As expected, the defense will unpin Se6 for two mates: 

1...Sc4 2.Sd4# and 1...Sd5 2.Sxg7#. Capturing the Knight, 1...Qxe6+, self-blocks and pins Sf6, 

allowing battery mate 2.c4#, while 1...Rxe6 self-blocks for 2.Qf2#. 

W________w 
[wdwdrdwd] 
[dwdpdpGw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[HwdkdwgR] 
[w!pdwdwd] 
[dw4wdNdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[Indw$wdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdRdwdwd] 
[dQdwdwdw] 
[wdw)Ndwd] 
[dwHw)wdp] 
[pdkdwdq$] 
[dw0wdpdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[gwdwdKhw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdndKdwd] 
[dwdpdNdb] 
[w0wdwdwg] 
[dPdw!wdw] 
[rdkdwdwd] 
[dRdwdwhw] 
[Pdqdrdwd] 
[dN$wdBGw] 
w--------w #2                                (8+8) 

NÁ7 1st Prize 
Chess Review 1939 

NÁ8 1st Prize 
Chess Correspondent 1942 
Second Hochberg Tourney 

#2                            (10+10) 

NÁ9 1st Prize 
Loyd Memorial Tourney 1942 

#2                               (8+9) 

The next six diagrams feature the key that unpins the black piece.  

 

NÁ7 is a prize winner with great economy. The key, 1.Sf4!, unpins the black Queen and 

threatens an Umnov-like move 2.Sce6#, a battery mate. The newly liberated black Queen 

participates in almost all variations allowing the masked battery to fire. In the prettiest 

variation, 1...Qxc8, the key-Knight hops back to his original square for 2.Sfe6#. After 1...Qh3+ 

and 1...Qg2+, we have 2.Sxh3# and 2.Sxg2#, and after 1...Qg7/Qg8, 2.Sg6#. (1...Qxf4 2.Rxf4# 

and 1...Kd4 2.Qe4#). 

     NÁ8 has a dozen relevant variations. The question is 'where do we start?' 'With the key', is 

probably the right answer. An unpinning move, 1.Bg2! aims for 2.Bd5#. There are five Re2 

defenses: 1...Rxg2 2.Qd4#, 1...Re3 2.Sd2#, 1...Re4 2.Rxc2#, 1...Rf2 2.Qd5# and 1...Rd2 

2.Qc7#. The two Bishops move into action with defenses that unpin the white Queen: 1...Be3 

2.Qd5# and 1...Be4 2.Qd4#. There is another unpin, this time by the Knight, 1...Se4 2.Qd4#. 

Also: 1...Qc3 2.Rcxc3#, 1...Rb4 2.Sa3#, 1...Rxe5+ 2.Sxe5# and 1...Sd6+ 2.Sxd6#. A dual after 

1...Se7 2.Sd6/Qd4# did not bother the judge. 

Following Gamage's winning the 1st Prize, the organizer, Mr. Walter F. James wrote to 

Gamage. ''Dear F.G.: Congratulations on winning first prize in the 2nd Hochberg Problem 

tourney. The value in books with Dr. Buschke will be $6.00 or $3.00 in cash from the League. 

Please let me know your choice. P.S. I see you also tied for 3rd place, which gives you $1.00 

for this''. 

     NÁ9 Here Gamage pulls out his bag of tricks again with a brilliant key, 1.Be5! (2.Qd6#), 

which unpins Bg5 and gives the flight square to the black King. Of course the unpin is a Trojan 

Horse, since 1...Be7 activates the masked battery for 2.Bf6# and 1...Be3 allows 2.Sd4#, when 

Rc3 line of defense is closed. The flight square is poisoned too, since 1...Ke6 triggers 2.Sd4#-- 

an indirect battery mate. Also, 1...Re6 self-blocks for 2.Qb5# while 1...Re3 unguards for 

2.Qxc4#. 
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With regard to joint compositions, if a composer A includes in his PDF file joint compositions 

with some other composer B, then these compositions count for the quota of composer A only 

(and not for the quota of composer B). 

Entries must be sent to the directors by email and in PDF format only. 

In section D (endgame studies) composers may alternatively submit a PGN file of their entries 

or both. In section G (fairies) composers must provide the definitions for the less common fairy 

elements. 

     In each section composers have to submit one PDF file, which will include all their entries 

to this section with one composition per page. The solution may extend to more than one page 

if needed. 

     In sections E (helpmates) and G (fairies), composers must submit a separate file for each 

group E1 (helpmates in 2), E2 (helpmates in 2,5 and 3), E3 (helpmates in more than 3), G1 

(fairies without fairy conditions) and G2 (fairies with fairy conditions). 

     The compositions must be in diagrams of uniform size, with the author‟s name, publication 

data, any award, stipulation, full solution and a comment if desired. Algebraic notation is to be 

used. Entries not complying with these requirements will be rejected. 

     Compositions that receive 8 points or higher in the 2016-18 WCCI qualify for the FIDE 

album automatically, however they must also be submitted by the composers to the album in 

order to be published in it and count for points. 

Attention! Compositions of the 10th WCCT should be submitted to this album. 

The closing date is June 1st, 2019. 

The WFCC makes the following recommendations: 

Cyrillic names of composers should be written in Cyrillic capital letters and preferably also 

transcribed into Latin letters. 

     The source of each composition should, if possible, include not only the magazine and year 

of publication but also the month or magazine number and/or the number of the composition. 

Computer-tested compositions should be indicated by the symbol C+. 

Directors and judges: 

A) Twomovers - Director: Marco Guida (ITA), guidam129@gmail.com 

Judges: Vasil Dyachuk (SVK), Paz Einat (ISR), Anatoly Slesarenko (RUS) 

B) Threemovers - Director: Aleksandr Kuzovkov (RUS), askuzovkov@yandex.ru 

Judges: Igor Agapov (RUS), Viktor Kapusta (UKR), C.G.S. Narayanan (IND) 

C) Moremovers - Director: Uwe Karbowiak (GER), karbowiak.uwe@t-online.de 

Judges: Evgeni Bourd (ISR), Grigory Popov (RUS), Viktor Volchek (BLR) 

D) Endgame Studies - Director: Marcel Van Herck (BEL), arves@skynet.be 

Judges: Martin Minski (GER), Oleg Pervakov (RUS), Vladislav Tarasyuk (UKR) 

E) Helpmates - Director: Harry Fougiaxis (GRE), loyaldragon@gmail.com 

Helpmates in 2 moves - Judges: Valery Gurov (RUS), Živko Janevski (MKD), Ricardo Vieira 

(BRA) 

Helpmates in 2.5 and 3 moves - Judges: Christopher Jones (GBR), Emil Klemanič (SVK), Vasil 

Krizhanivsky (UKR) 

Helpmates longer than 3 moves - Judges: Mikola Kolesnik (UKR), Zlatko Mihajloski (MKD), 

Boris Shorokhov (RUS) 

F) Selfmates - Director: Zoran Gavrilovski (MKD), mprobl@yahoo.com 

Judges: Mark Erenburg (ISR), Volker Gülke (GER), Gennady Kozyura (UKR) 

G) Fairies - Director: Georgy Evseev (RUS), evseev.fa1618@gmail.com 

Fairies without fairy conditions - Judges: Michal Dragoun (CZE), Juraj Lörinc (SVK), Narayan 

Shankar Ram (IND) 

Fairies with fairy conditions - Judges: Aleksandr Bulavka (BLR), Vlaicu Crisan (ROU), Petko 

Petkov (BUL) 

H) Retros - Director: Thomas Brand (GER), t.brand@gmx.net - Judges: Nicolas Dupont (FRA), 

Andrey Frolkin (UKR), Kostas Prentos (USA) 
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NÁ14 The key, 1.Sd7! (2.Sf6#), pins Sc4 while unpinning Black's most powerful piece, the 

Queen, and at the same time giving free flight on the c6-square. There is, however, a white 

battery lurking from behind. An attempt to take advantage of the flight, 1...Kc6, re-pins the 

black Queen for a battery mate 2.Sce5#. Another re-pin happens after 1...Qxd7 2.Bxf7#. 

     The last entry, NÁ15, is another First Prize winner. A marvelous key, 1.Rc5! (2.Rd5#), 

unpins the black Queen while pinning the white Knight and giving the black King a free flight. 

By defending the mate, the unpinned black Queen re-pins itself while unpinning the Knight 

(Hassberg Theme) on two occasions with dual avoidance: 1...Qxc5 2.Sc4# (Se4?) and 1...Qxf4 

2.Se4# (Sc4?). After 1...Kxc5, the black Queen is again re-pinned and we have pin-mate 2.Sd3#. 

(1...Qxd2+ 2.Qxd2# and 1...Qxb5 2.Se4#). 

Frederick Gamage was an elusive person. He left few 

photos behind. This is one of them. 

(For a compete selection of Frederick Gamage problems, 

including some 70 originals, check my book: Frederick 

Gamage). 

 

FIDE ALBUM 2016-2018 Announcement 
 

The World Federation for Chess Composition (WFCC) invites composers to submit their 

highest-quality compositions for selection in the FIDE Album. Entry is open to compositions 

published during the years 2016-2018. For informal tourneys the date of publication of the 

issue containing the composition is decisive; for formal tourneys the date of appearance of the 

award is decisive (NB: not the closing date of the tourney). 

If a composition has been published in a magazine which is labelled 2015 on the front but it 

appeared in 2016-2018, the composition is eligible for the 2016-18 album provided that the 

composer had not submitted the composition to the 2013-15 album. 

If a composition has been published in a magazine which is labelled 2018 on the front but it 

appeared in 2019, the composition is eligible for the 2016-18 album provided that the 

magazine was published before the deadline. 

If a composition has been published in a magazine which is labelled 2019 on the front but it 

appeared in 2018, the composition is not eligible for the 2016-18 album. 

If the date of publication is in doubt, the directors should ask the composer for evidence. 

     Anyone entering compositions by another composer should obtain the agreement of that 

composer beforehand. A composer is entitled to submit joint compositions even if his co-

author(s) disagree. 

     Those who published large numbers of compositions during this period are strongly urged to 

make a selection consisting of only their very best work. 

     A composer may submit to each of the 8 sections (twomovers, threemovers, moremovers, 

endgame studies, helpmates, selfmates, fairies, retros) no more than 30 compositions published 

in the defined three-year period, or up to 3 times the number of  his/her compositions that were 

selected in this section in any previously published album, whichever is greater. 
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NÁ6 1.d4? (2.g4#[A]), 1…Se3 2.Rxg5#[B], 1…Rxd4!; 1.f4? (2.Rxg5#[B]), 1…Rxh5 2.g4#[A], 

1…Kg4 2.Qxg5#[C], 1…Bxf4!, 1.Ke7? (2.Qh7#) Rxh5!; 1.Sf4! (2.Qxg5#[C]), 1…Bxf4/Rxf4 

2.g4[A]/Rxg5#[B]. Cyclic pseudo-le Grand is combined with tertiary threat correction, 

although the two refutations of tries are crude and obvious. 

W________w 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdk] 
[wdwdw!wd] 
[dwdwdKdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw!Rdwd] 
[Iwdwdpdw] 
[w0pdb$wd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wGP)kdPd] 
[dPdngwdp] 
[ndwdw0Pd] 
[dwdNdBdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdndwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdK] 
[r0wdwdwd] 
[0wdPGn0w] 
[w0wHkdwd] 
[dwdwgRdb] 
[Q)wdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw4wG] 
[hwdwdp$w] 
[Kdp0wdwd] 
[dwdpdpdw] 
[wdwiB!wd] 
[dpdNdbdN] 
[w)wdrdwh] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdnd] 
[Iw0wdbdw] 
[pdNdkdwd] 
[dwdRdwdp] 
[wdB0N0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdQdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wHwdwdBd] 
[dqdwdpdw] 
[b)w0k)P0] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[w)w)N$wd] 
[dpdwdRdw] 
[w0wdwdKd] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ7 Mikhail Marandyuk 
1st-2nd Prize 
Kopnin-100 MT 

NÁ8 Valery Shavyrin 
1st-2nd Prize 
Kopnin-100 MT 

#3                            (9+10) #3                            (12+11) 

NÁ9 Igor Agapov 
1st Prize for miniature 
Kopnin-100 MT 

#3                              (3+3) 

NÁ10 Sergey Bilyk 
1st Place  
Russian Championship 2018 

#3                             (13+8) 

NÁ11 F.Davidenko 
1st Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

#3*                              (6+9) 

NÁ12 Mikhail Marandyuk 
1st Prize  
The Problemist 2017 

#3                             (9+12) 

NÁ7 1.Qb3! (2.Qc2+ Kxd5 3.Qc6#), 1…Sa7 2.Sc6! & 3.Qd3#; 2…Bd4![a] 3.Sxg5#; 

2…Sd4![b] 3.Sd6#, 1…b5 2.Se6! & 3.Qd3#; 2…Bd4[a] 3.Sexg5#; 2…Sd4[b] 3.Sc5#; 

1…Bxd4[a] 2.Rf4+ gxf4 3.Qf3#, 1…Sxd4[b] 2.Rxe3+ Kf5 3.Sh6#. A modern threemover with 

two sets of related solutions with d4-square being a focal point. 

NÁ8 1.Qd6! (2.Qg3! & 3.Qxe3#; 2…B~[a] 3.Qxd3#; 2…Bxd4!?[b] 3.Bxd3#), 1…B~[a] 

2.Sxf2+ Ke3 3.Rf3#[A]; 2…Sxf2 3.Qe5#, 1…Bxd4!?[b] 2.Qxc6+[B] Ke5 3.Rf5#, 1…b5 

2.Bc5! & 3.Qxc6#[B]; 2…Bxd4[b] 3.Qxd4#; 2…Sab4 3.Sxc3#; 2…Sdb4 3.Qe5#,1…h4 

2.Rf3![A] & 3.Rxe3#; 2…B~[a] 3.Bxd3#; 2…Se5 3.Qxe5#, 1…Bf4 2.Rxf4+ Sxf4 3.Qe5#. 

Black correction. 

NÁ9 1.Sd6! (2.Qf5+ Kh6 3.Sf7#; 2…g5 3.Qh7#; 2…Kh4 3.Qg4#), 1…g5 2.Qf7+! Kh6 3.Sf5#; 

2…Kh4 3.Qh7#, 1…g6 2.Sf7 g5 3.Qxg5#. Echo-mates. 

NÁ10 1.Re3! (2.Bxf7+[A] Qxf7 3.Sc3#[B]), 1…Kd5 2.Sc3+[B] Kc4+ 3.d5#[C], 1…b1Q(B) 

2.d5+[C] Qxd5 3.Bxf7#[A]; 2…Kxd5 3.Sc3#, 1…Qxb8 2.Sc5++ Kd5 3.Bxf7#, 1…d5 2.Sg3+ 

Kd6 3.Sf5#, (1…Qxe4+ 2.Rexe4+ Kd5 3.Bxf7#).  Cycle AB-BC-CA of White‟s second and 

third moves with play by two batteries. 

NÁ11 1…Bg6 2.Rd6+ Kf5 3.Be6#, 1…Be8 2.Re5+ Kd7 3.Be6#; 1.Qb3! (2.Qa3/Qb4 & 

3.Sd8/Sxd4#), 1…Bg6 2.Rxd4+! Kf5 3.Be6#, 1…Be8 2.Rc5+! Kd7 3.Be6#, 1…Rg5 2.Qa3! 

Rxd5 3.Qh3#. Despite the two duals in the threat, the setting is original in its concept. In the 

two set variations, the white Rook must guard the mating square, while in the two variations, 

after the key, the Rook must guard one of the white Knights. 

NÁ12 1.Sb4! (2.Bxd5+ Re4/Be4 3.Rc4#), 1…Rc2 2.Bxf3+ Kc5 3.Sd3#, 1…Rxe4 2.Rg2+ Rxh8 

3.Rd2#, 1…Bxe4 2.Rg3+ Rxh8 3.Rd3#, 1…dxe4 2.Qxd6+ Ke3 3.Rc3#, 1…fxe4 2.Qf6+ Ke3 

3.Qc3#. 
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      Comments and solutions are from the magazines which originally published the awards. 

W________w 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[dw0wdwIw] 
[wdNdwdw$] 
[4wdkHBdw] 
[rdw)wdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdndqd] 
[dw!w$wdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ1 Valery Shanshin 
1st Prize 
Israel Ring Tourney 2016 

#2√.                            (9+8) 

W________w 
[wdwdrdwd] 
[hpdwdwdw] 
[w$wdwdwd] 
[)wip0wdR] 
[wHBdp)wd] 
[dPdwdwHw] 
[wGwgwdwI] 
[dwdQdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhpdwdw] 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dQhw0pdw] 
[pdPiPdwd] 
[drdPdwGp] 
[BdRdw)w4] 
[dNHw$wdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ2 P.Murashev & A.Slesarenko 
1st-2nd Prize 
Ezdin-85 JT 2018  

#2√..                        (12+10) 

NÁ3 Dragan Stojnić 
1st-2nd Prize 
Ezdin-85 JT 2018  

#2*√                          (11+8) 

W________w 
[wdwIwdQd] 
[dpdNdwdw] 
[wdwdN)wd] 
[dwdwdk4R] 
[w4wdwdwd] 
[dwdPdPdw] 
[wdndwdPd] 
[dwgwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwHndw] 
[wIp)qdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w$Ndk0wd] 
[!wdwGw$w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdBdwdwd] 
[dwdwhndw] 
[bdpdRdwd] 
[dwdwdk0K] 
[w0wdNdpd] 
[4wdw!w)w] 
[wdPdPdwd] 
[gw1wdNdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ4 V.Pilchenko & V.Shanshin 
1st Place  
Russian Championship 2018 

#2*√                         (9+11) 

NÁ5 Vasyl Dyachuk 
1st Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

#2√                           (8+5) 

NÁ6 Jean-Marc Loustau 
1st Prize  
BMJC Tourney 20187-18 

#2√.                           (9+6) 

NÁ1 A superb blend of themes. The pair 1.Qxc2? and 1.Qd2! shows the le-Grand theme after the 

defense 1…Sxd4. These two phases with the additional try 1.Qe3? demonstrate Dombrovskis 

theme. All these difficult themes are shown very lightly in an original setting. 1.Qe3? 

(2.Be6[A]/Se7#[B]), 1...Rxd4[x] 2.Be6#, 1...Sf4[y] 2.Se7#, 1...Sxd4[a]!; 1.Qxc2? (2.Be6#[A]), 

1...Sxd4[a] 2.Se7#[B], 1...Sf4[y]!; 1.Qd2! (2.Se7#[B]), 1...Sxd4[a] 2.Be6#[A], 1...Rxd4[x] 

2.Qxa5#. 

NÁ2 The focal point is d3-square. 1.Se2+? Kxd3!; 1.Sd2? (2.Sf3#), 1…Rxd3 2.Se2#, 1…fxe4!; 

1.Kxf5? (2.Bxe5#), 1…Sxd3 2.Se2#, 1…d6!; 1.Rd1? (2.Se2#), 1…Sxd3 2.Qxe5# (2.Bxe5?), 

1…Rxd3!; 1.Rd2! (2.Se2#), 1…Sxd3 2.Bxe5# (2.Qxe5?), 1…Rxd3 2.Qb2#, (1…Rxf2 

2.Bxf2#). 

NÁ3 A classic Zagoruiko with a set-play, try and a solution. 1…Bxf4/exf4 2.Qxd5/Rxd5#; 

1.Bxd5? (2.Sxe4#), 1…Bxf4 2.Qc2#, 1…exf4 2.Be6#, 1…Sb5!; 1.Sxd5! (2.Sxe4#), 1…Bxf4 

2.Ba3#, 1…exf4 2.Se7#. 

NÁ4 1…Bd3[a] 2.Rxe7#, 1…Sd6[b] 2.Sxd6#; 1.Sed2? (2.Qe4#), 1…Bd3[a] 2.Qf2#[A] 

(2…Qf4?), 1…Sd6[b] 2.Qxg5# (2…Qxg5?), 1…Rxe3 2.Sxe3#[B] (2…Qxe3?), 1…Qxc2!; 

1.Sc3! (2.Qc5#), 1…Qxc2 2.Qf2#[A] (2…Rf3?), 1…Bd3[a] 2.Qxd3# (2…Rxd3?), 1…Qxe3 

2.Sxe3#[B] (2…Rxe3?), 1…Sd6[b] 2.Qe5#. Zagoruiko with Rukhlis changed mate. 

NÁ5 1.B~(c5/f2/g1)? (2.Qd3[A]/Qf3#[B]), 1…Se5 2.Sd2#[C], 1…fxg3 2.Qe3#[D], 1…Qxc4!; 

1.Bxf4! (2.Sd2[C]/Qe3#[D]), 1…Kd4 2.Qd3#[A], 1…Kxf4 2.Qf3#[B], 1…Qxe7 2.Se3#. 

Odessa theme is combined with white correction (Bishop). Simple, clear and nice. 
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6.Sc2 h5 wins. iii) The point of this line. The obvious 9.Ke6? fails to b5 10.Kf5 b4 11.Kf4 h4 

12.Se3 h3 13.Sc2 Kc3 14.Sxb4 h2 wins iv) 12.Sxh5? b4 13.Sf4 b3 14.Se2 Kc4 wins. v) Kd6 

6.Ke8 Ke6 7.Kd8 positional draw. vi) Kc4 8.Sc2 h5 9.Sa3+ Kd3 10.Kxb5 h4 11.Sc4 h3 

12.Se5+ draws. vii) Kd2 12.Kc4 h5 13.Kd4 Ke2 14.Ke4 Kf2 15.Kf4 Kg2 16.Kg5 draws. viii) 

The point of this line. If 14.Sc5? h4 15.Se6 h3 wins. "The authors have succeeded in adding a 

new main line to a famous study by Grigoriev (HHdb V #69746). The fact that, in both lines, a 

surprising knight move to the edge of the board (9.Sh4!/14.Sa5!) is necessary to secure the 

draw, is very entertaining".  

NÁ18 1.Sg5+/i Kg7 (Kh6 2.Sxe6) 2.f6+/ii Kxf6 3.Se4+ Kg7 4.Ra7+/iii Kh6/iv 5.Ra1 Rb5 

6.Sfd2 Sg3/v 7.Sxg3 Rb1+ 8.Rxb1 c3 9.Bf5 exf5 10.Sxf5+ Kh5 (gxf5 11.Rb6+) 11.Se3/vi 

cxb1Q+ 12.Sxb1 c2 13.Sxc2 e4 14.Se3 wins. i) 1.f6? c1Q 2.f7 Qf4 (Qh6), or 1.Ra1? Sf4 2.Kh2 

exf5 draws. ii) 2.Ra1? Rb5 3.f6+ Kxf6 4.Se4+ Kg7 5.Sfd2 Sf6 6.Sc3 Rb3 7.Sxb3 cxb3 8.Sa4 

Sd5 9.Bxe6 Sc3 10.Bxb3 c1Q+ 11.Rxc1 Se2+ 12.Kf2 Sxc1 13.Bc4 e4 14.Ke3 Sd3 draws. iii) 

4.Ra1? Rb5 5.Sfd2 Sf6 6.Sc3 Rb3 draws. iv) Kf8 5.Ra1 Rb5 6.Sfd2 Sg3 7.Sxg3 Rb1+8.Rxb1 

wins. v) Sf6 7.Bg2 Rd5 8.Sxf6 Rxd2 9.Bf3 wins. vi) 11.Sg7+ (Sg3+) Kh6 12.Sf5+ Kh5 repeats. 

"This study is an excellent strategic work with a natural initial position. It requires deep analysis 

to find the moves that push the bK to bad squares (2.f6+, 4.Ra7+). After the 6th move it seems 

that White wins easily, but Black finds strong counterplay (6…Sg3). The highlight is the 

sacrifice 9.Bf5!! After that move, Black must open the sixth rank while, if the bS is not 

captured, a classical Troitzky position is reached. There are some secondary lines that enrich the 

content”. (Judge: P.Gyarmati) 

W________w 
[Bdwiwdwd] 
[Hw0wdwdp] 
[q0w0wdw)] 
[dpdPdw)w] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wGwdwdwd] 
[dqdwdbdp] 
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dNdwdwdw] 
[wdw0p)wI] 
[dndQdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdrdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
[w)w)wdPd] 
[dkdPGwdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdpdwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdwdrdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ19 D.Gurgenidze & M.Minski 
1st Prize 
Joitsa-80 MT 2018 

Win                            (9+4) 

NÁ20 Pavel Arestov 
Prize 
Phénix 2012-2015 

Draw                           (6+7) 

NÁ21 D.Gurgenidze 
& M.Minski, Prize 
Phénix 2017 

Draw                          (8+7) 

NÁ19 1.d7! Ra8+ 2.Kxa8 Rf8+ 3.Ka7 d2 4.g7 Rg8 5.h6 d1Q 6.h7 Ra8+ 7.Kxa8 Qxd5+ 8.b7 

Ka6 9.d8S Qxd8+ 10.b8S+ Kb6 11.g8B/i Qd2 12.b4, and: - Qxb4 13.Bc7+/ii Kxc7 14.Sa6+ 

wins, or: - Qxe2 13.Sd7+ Kc6 14.Bd5+ Kxd7 15.h8Q Qa6+ 16.Kb8 Qb6+ 17.Bb7 wins. i) 

11.g8Q? Qd5+ 12.Qxd5 stalemate. ii) 13.Sd7+? Kc6 14.Bd5+ Kxd7 15.h8Q Qf8+ 16.Qxf8 

stalemate. 

NÁ20 1.Be5+! Kxe5 2.Qxe2+ Qe4 3.f4+/i Kxf4 4.Qxe4+ Kxe4 5.Sxd2+ Sxd2 6.Bc2+ Kf4 

7.Bxh7 Sf3+ 8.Kg2/ii Bd5/iii 9.Kf2/iv draws. i) Thematic try: 3.Qxe4+? Kxe4 4.Sxd2+ Sxd2 

5.Bc2+ Kf4 6.Bxh7 Sf3+/v 7.Kg2 Bc4 zz 8.Bb1 Bg8 9.Kh3 Bd5 10.Bg6 (Bd3) Be6+ 11.Kg2 

Sh4+ (Se1+) wins, or ii) 8.Kh3? Sg5+, or 8.Kh1? Bd5 wins. iii) Now square f2 is free to the 

wK. See note v). iv) 9.Kf1? Ke3 10.Bg6 Bc4+11.Kg2 Sh4+ wins. v) the wK cannot move to f2. 

"This is a logical study with somewhat violent play and an introduction based on sacrifices 

(after only five moves, seven pieces have left the board). The liberation of square f2 for the wK 

is very nice". (Judge: H.Gruber) 

NÁ21 1.g6! b4/i 2.Kb1/ii Qa3 3.Sc6+ Ke8 4.Sa5 bxa5 5.Bc6+ Kf8 (Ke7 6.Ba4) 6.g7+ Kf7 

7.Be8+/iii Kg8 8.Ba4 zz Kf7 9.Be8+ Kg8 10.Ba4 positional draw. i) bxc4 2.g7 c3+ 3.Kxc3 

Qa1+ 4.Kc2 Qa2+ 5.Kc3 Qg2 Now the bK must go to f7, so that the bQ could capture on h6, 

but Black has wasted some tempos: 6.Bb7 Ke7 7.Bc8 Qxd5 8.Bf5 Qg8 9.Sc6+ Kf6 10.Kb2 

draws. ii) 2.g7? Qa3+ 3.Kb1/iv Qxb3+ 4.Ka1 Qc3+ 5.Kb1 Qe1+ 6.Kb2 Qf2+ 7.Kb3 Qg3+ 
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W________w 
[wdwdw$wG] 
[dp$wdwdK] 
[wdw0pdw!] 
[dwdkdpdw] 
[w)w0wdrh] 
[hwgwdpdw] 
[wHw)PHw0] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdKdwG] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
[wdwdwHpd] 
[dwdwdwiN] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[0wIwdpdw] 
[PdNdw$wd] 
[dwiwHwdw] 
[pdBdp0wd] 
[dwdwdrdw] 
[w)w)pdwd] 
[dwdn4wdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ13 F.Davidenko 
1st Prize 
Gulaev-Grin-110 MT 

#4                             (8+11) 

NÁ14 M.Kostylev 
1st Prize for miniature 
Gulaev-Grin-110 MT 

#4                             (5+2) 

NÁ15 Viktor Volchek 
1st Prize 
Kopnin-100 MT 

#4√.                       (11+12) 

W________w 
[Rdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdpdpd] 
[dw4w0Pdn] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdB] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNIw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[kdwdwdw0] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwHwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwGw)wdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdPdPdw] 
[wdkdwdwd] 
[dwdwdqdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ16 Martin Minski 
1st Prize 
Sosiura-120 MT 2017-2018 

Win                             (6+3) 

NÁ17 P.Arestov & V.Tarasyuk 
1st Prize 
Cirtdan 2018 (Tanagra Ty.) 

Draw                          (2+3) 

NÁ18 Jan Timman 
1st Prize 
Phénix 2017 

Win                             (6+8) 

NÁ13 1.Rf5! (2.d4+ exd3 e.p. 3.Sxf3+ Kxc4 4.Sd2#), 1…Se3 2.b4+ axb3 e.p. 3.Sd3+ Kxc4 

4.Sb2#, 1…Sxb2 2.Ba2 Rb3 3.Sd3+ Kc4 4.Sxb2#. Also: 1…Rd3 2.b4+ axb3 e.p. 3.Sd7+ Kxc4 

4.Rc5#, 1…Sg6 2.Bxf7 Kb5 3.Sxg6+ Kxa6 4.Bc4#, 1…Sc3 2.b4+ axb3 e.p. 3.Sd3+ Kxc4 

4.Sb2#, 1…Re3 2.Sa5 ~ 3.Sec6#. Some good distant self-blocks. 

NÁ14 1.Kf3? Kf1!; 1.Sd1? Kxh1!; 1.Sg4! (zz), 1…Kxh1 2.Rh3+ Kg1 3.Sh2 Kh1 4.Sf3#, 1…Kf1 

2.Se3+ Kg1 3.Sf2 Kxf2 4.Rxg2#. Two battery mates with the double Knight sacrifice. 

NÁ15 1.Sa4? (2.Sb6#) Sc4!; 1.Rd8? (2.Rc5#) b6!; 1.Qh5! (2.Rxf5+ Sxf5 3.Bxf3+ Re4 

4.Bxe4#), 1…Re4 2.Sa4! (3.Sb6#) (2.Rd8? Bxb4!) Sc4 3.d3 (4.dxc4/dxe4#) Sd2 4.Sb6#; 3…e5 

4.Qf7#, 1…Rf4 2.Rd8! (3.Rc5#) (2.Sa4? Sc4!) Bxb4 3.Sbd3 (4.Sxf4/Sxb4#) Bxd2 4.Rc5#, 

1…Rg7+ 2.Bxg7 & 3.Q(B)xf3#. An anti-dual theme well-done.  

NÁ16 1.e8Q! g1Q/i 2.Qa4+/ii Kxd5 3.h8Q Qg8+ (Kc5+ 4.Ka7) 4.Qxg8+ Kc5+ 5.Qd5+/iv 

Qxd5+ 6.Ka7/v Qxf5/vi 7.Qa5+ Kc6 8.Qxf5. i) Qxd5+ 2.Kb8 g1Q 3.Qe2+ Kc5 4.Qc2+ Qc4 

5.Bb6+ Kxb6 6.Qxc4 Qh2+ 7.Kc8 wins. ii) 2.Qc6+? Qc5 3.Qxc5+ Kxc5 4.h8Q Qxd5+ 5.Kb8 

Qx5 draws. iv) Logical try: 5.Kb8? Qb7+ 6.Kxb7 stalemate. Logical try: 5.Qc6+? Qxc6+ 6.Kb8 

Qb5+ 7.Kc8 Qa6+ 8.Kd7 Qd3+/vii 9.Ke7 Qxf5 draws. v) Logical try: 6.Kb8? Qxf5 7.Qa5+ Kc6 

8.Qx5 stalemate. vi) Qb7+ 7.Kxb7 and no stalemate. vii) Avoiding Qc6+? 9.Ke7 Qxc7+ 10.Kf6 

wins. "This study has mutual queen sacrifices with logical combinations. Usually, when there 

are four queens on the board, the lines are shocking and their calculation turns out to be an 

agonizing torture but, if the composer is a notable lady-tamer, the spectacle does not lose its 

meaning and ease”. (Judge. S.Didukh) 

NÁ17 1.Kb8! (Sd3? b5) Kb6 (b5 2.Kc7) 2.Kc8 Kc6 3.Kd8 Kd6/i 4.Ke8/ii, and: - Ke5 5.Kf7 

(Kd7? h5) Kf5 6.Ke7 h5 7.Kd6 Ke4 8.Sg2 Kd4 9.Sh4/iii b5 10.Sf5+ Ke4 11.Sg3+ Kd4 

12.Sf5+/iv positional draw, or: - Ke6 5.Kd8 b5/v 6.Kc7 Kd5 7.Kb6 b4/vi 8.Kb5 b3 9.Sd3 Kd4 

10.Sb2 Kc3 11.Sa4+ Kd3/vii 12.Sc5+ Ke3 13.Sxb3 h5 14.Sa5/viii h4 15.Sc4+ Kf2 16.Se5 Kg3 

17.Sc4 Kf2 18.Se5 positional draw. i) h5 4.Ke7 Kd5 5.Kf6 draws. ii) 4.Kc8? b5 5.Kb7 Kc5 
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NÁ25 1.gxh4 Qb5 2.Rg5 Rxf4#; 1.e5 Rg3 2.Se2 Bxd3#; 1.Qxc3 Ba2 2.Sc5 Qxd5#. Cyclic 

change of functions of three black pieces: Rd5, Sf4 and Sd3. They are either pinned or they 

close black line. In each solution one of these thematic pieces is captured on the mating move. 

NÁ26 1.Rd3 cxd3 2.Bc5 Bxc4#; 1.Rg5 Kxg5 2.Sxc6 Kf6#. The first pair of solutions. 1.Rf4 

exf4 2.Rd4 Rxe5#; 1.Qb3 cxb3 2.Sxd6 b4. The second pair of solutions. In both solutions we 

see black sacrifices and self-pins. 

NÁ27 1.Bf4 Rxb3 2.Bd6 Bf7#; 1.Re6 Ba3 2.Re3 Rc5#; 1.Sd1 Rd6 2.Sc3 Bd3#; 1.Rd5 Be3 

2.Rxb5 Rg4#. An excellent HOTF with double line closings on both sides executed with sparse 

material. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwHwdK] 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dwdw4ndw] 
[wdQ1k)wd] 
[dw0pdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpgwdw] 
[wdqdwdpd] 
[dbdwGndr] 
[wdwdkHwd] 
[dpdwdwdp] 
[wdNdwdwd] 
[Iwdndwdr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIQdB] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwGqdw] 
[RdwdP)w0] 
[0wdp0pdw] 
[w0b4k4pd] 
[dwdndndw] 
w--------w 

NÁ28 N.Kolesnik 
1st-2nd Prize 
Vinokurov-MT 2018 

h#3     2 solutions      (7+15) 

NÁ29 Aleksandr Feoktistov 
1st-2nd Prize 
Vinokurov-MT 2018 

h#3     4 solutions      (4+12) 

NÁ30 Valery Gurov 
1st Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

h#2  b/c) Pf4→g4/g5  (5+6) 

NÁ28 1.Qxe4 Qe8 2.Qa8 (Q~??) Bxd3+ 3.Kxd3 Qxb5#; 1.Qxf4 Bg6 2.Qh2 (Q~??) Qxf3+ 

3.Kxf3 Bh5#. The question is where to hide the black Queen after she has opened lines for the 

white Bishop and Queen. 

NÁ29 1.Bf1 Se2 2.Kf3 Bg3 3.Kg2 Se1#; 1.d5 Sxg6 2.Kd3 Bd4 3.Kc4 Se5#; 1.Sh4 Sd5 2.Kf5 

Sce3+ 3.Kg5 Bf4#; 1.Sd6 Sg2 2.Kd5 Sge3+ 3.Kc5 Bd4#. Black King‟s star, distant blocks. 

NÁ30 a) 1.Qxc4 Rxe5+ 2.Kd4 Sxf5#; b) 1.Rxe6 Sxf5 2.Ke5 Qxd4#; c) 1.Sxe7 Qxd4+ 2.Kf5 

Rxe5#. Cyclic Zilahi. 

W________w 
[rdRdrdwd] 
[dwHw0bdw] 
[PdwiP0pd] 
[dpdwdw0w] 
[n0PHwdKd] 
[dBGw0w0w] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdwhqdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw1wdwd] 
[Hwdwdwdw] 
[wgwdkdrd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdp0wdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[w0w0pdwI] 
[dRGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dr0wHwdw] 
[rgKdwdwd] 
[dw)wiwdw] 
[wdwHwdw)] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ31 János Csák 
Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

h#3      b) Pc7→g5     (7+6) 

NÁ32 Yuri Koziura 
1st Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

h#3½    2 solutions     (4+11) 

NÁ33 Marjan Kovačević 
1st Prize 
Ural Problemist-25 JT 2018 

NÁ31 a) 1.Bxc5+ Kd7 2.Rf6 d3 3.Bd6 Sdc6#; b) 1.Rd7+ Kb5 2.Be4 hxg5 3.Rd5 Sec6#. Two 

black batteries are destroyed with a check to the white King in order to use both battery pieces 

for self-blocking. Both mates are on the same square, but by different Knights. 

NÁ32 1…Rxb2 2.Qd5 Rb5 3.Kd6 Rxc5 4.Kxc5 Ba3#; 1…Bxb2 2.Kd Ba3 5 3.Rd6 Bxc5 

4.Kxc5 Rb5#. While White ready its pieces for a sacrifice and mate, Black works on self-

blocking and moving its King to the mating square. 

NÁ33 a) 1.Qxc4 Scxb5+ 2.Qxb5 Sxb5#; b) 1.Sxc7 Sxb5+ 2.Sxb5 c5#; c) 1.Bxd4 c5+ 2.Bxc5 

Sxb5#. Three white pieces (two Knights and a Pc4) are captured (two at a time) in each solution 

with the third mating. Nice concept. 

h#2                           (9+16) 
b) Sa4→d5, c) Pe3→d3 
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8.Kxb4 Ke7 9.Kb5/v Kf7 10.Kc6 Qg 11.Kxc7 Qxh6, or 2.Sc6+? Ke8 3.Kb1 Qxa8 wins. 2.Bb7? 

Qxa7 3.g7 Qa3+ 4.Kc2 Qa2+5.Kc1 Qa1+ 6.Kc2 Qc3+ 7.Kb1 Qxb3+ 8.Ka1 Qg3 9.Kb2 Ke7 

10.Bc8 Qc3+ 11.Kb1 Qd3+ 12.Kb2 Qd2+ 13.Kb1 b3 wins. iii) Thematic try: 7.Ba4? Kg8 zz. iv) 

3.Kc2 Qa2+ 4.Kc1 Qa1+ 5.Kc2 Qc3+ 6.Kb1 Qe1+ 7.Kb2 Qf2+ 8.Kb1 Qg1+ 9.Kb2 Ke8. In 

comparison with note i), now Black has sufficient time to play its bK to f7. v) 9.Bb7 Qe1+ 

10.Kb3 Qe3+ 11.Kb4 Kf7 12.Bc8 Qxh6 wins. "In this study, we quickly get to its highlight with 

the mysterious move 2.Kb1! Its main purpose is to prevent the bQ playing to a3 with check 

which would permit infiltration of the bQ into the kingside without losing time. The wS sac on 

a5 is to free the wBa8 and to confine the bQ to a3 as well. What remains is an obstacle for 

White: a reciprocal zugzwang, which is shown in the thematic try 7.Ba4? The solution is finely 

tuned like a clock's mechanism and the play extends over the whole chessboard: a memorable 

study of rare beauty”. (Judge: E.Huber) 

W________w 
[w$wdwdnd] 
[dwdRdw0p] 
[wdQ)wipd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[pdwdwdw)] 
[dw)BdwGw] 
[pdwdw0Pd] 
[dbdwdKgn] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Gwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[!wdNdpdw] 
[wdwdw$wd] 
[dwdkdPdw] 
[Bdw0w4pd] 
[dwdKdbdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[whwdwdbd] 
[dwdwdwGw] 
[wgwdNdRI] 
[dwdBHkdw] 
[wdw0php!] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdP1p4] 
[dwdwdRdr] 
w--------w 

NÁ22 A.Azhusin & I.Agapov 
1st Place  
Russian Championship 2018 

s#2                          (10+12) 

NÁ23 Andrey Selivanov 
1st Prize  
Moscow Konkurs 2018 

s#6                              (8+7) 

NÁ24 Aleksandr Azhusin 
1st Prize 
Ural Problemist-25 JT 2018 

s#7                          (11+11) 

NÁ22 1.Sc4! (2.Qh5+ Sxh5+ 3.Rf6+ Sxf6#), 1…gxf3 2.Qh3+ Sxh3 3.Rg5+ Sxg5#, 1…Sxe6 

2.fxg4+ Kf4 3.Qxh2+ Rxh2# (3…Qg3?), 1…Qe3 2.fxe4+ Qxe4 3.Qh5+ Rxh5# (3…Sxh5?), 

1…Sd7 2.Rf6+ Sxf6 3.fxg4+ Sxg4#, 1…Bd8 2.Sxd4+ Qxd4 3.Rg5+ Bxg5#. A fabulous 

selfmate with three pairs of variations. First pair: the play of black batteries after sacrifice of the 

white Queen on the second move. Second pair: sacrifice of the white Queen on the third move 

and the use of the black half-pin. Third pair: the white Queen pin-mates. 

NÁ23 In the set: 1…Rxf3 2.Sb4+ Kc3 3.Sd3+! Kxd3 4.Rxf3+ Ke4 5.Rf4+ Kd3 6.Bg1 Be2#; 

1.Rb4! (2.Sdf4+ Kc3 3.Qc5+ Bc4 4.Sd5+! Kd3 5.Rb3+ Bxb3+ 6.Qc2+ Bxc2#), 1…Re2 2.Rb3+ 

Kc4 3.Se3+! Rxe3 4.Ra3+! Rb3 5.Ra4+ Kd3 6.Bb1+ Rxb1#, 1…Rxf3 2.Bc4+ Ke4 3.Sf6+! exf6 

4.Ba6+! Bc4 5.Bb7+ Kd3 6.Rb3+ Bxb3#. A full set-play, a full threat and three full variations 

with different mates (five in all). Great work! 

NÁ24 1.Ra7! [2.d7+ K~ 3.d8S+ Kf8 4.Sb7+ K~ 5.Sd6+ Kf6 6.Se4+ Kf5 7.Sf6+ (7.Sxf2+?) 

Bxd3#], 1…Se7 2.dxe7+ Kf7 3.e8S+ K~ 4.Sc7+ Kf7 5.Se6+ Kf6 6.Sf4+ Ke5 7.Sh3+ 

(7.Se2+?/Sh5+?) Sxg3#. First class selfmate with two distinct variations, two promotions to 

Knight on two different squares and dual avoidance in both solutions.  

W________w 
[wdw4wdwd] 
[dp0wdwdw] 
[wdrdwdBI] 
[0PGwdw$w] 
[pdkdwdwd] 
[dbdRdw0w] 
[whwdwdwd] 
[dwgwdw1w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Q1bdwdwd] 
[0w0Rdwdw] 
[pdP)wdwI] 
[dwdkhwdR] 
[wdndpdrd] 
[gwdw)wdw] 
[B0P4wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dQdp0wdw] 
[pdwdwdwg] 
[4wdrdw0w] 
[p1wdkhR)] 
[0w)ndwdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dBdwdbdw] 
w--------w 

NÁ25 I.Antipin & V.Medintsev 
1st-2nd Place  
Russian Championship 2018 

h#2     3 solutions      (7+14) 

NÁ26 I.Antipin & V.Medintsev 
1st-2nd Place  
Russian Championship 2018 

h#2     4 solutions      (9+13) 

NÁ27 János Csák 
1st Prize 
Vinokurov-MT 2018 

h#2     4 solutions      (6+12) 


