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StrateGems 2009 S# award  

by Zoran Gavrilovski 

  

I would like to thank the editor of the selfmates section of StrateGems for inviting me to judge 

the 2009 informal tourney. At the beginning of 2009 when I accepted the invitation (addressed 

to me presumably to replace the originally appointed judge) my S#3 S0432 was already 

published in SG45 (January - March 2009). Not counting this S#3 (which is ineligible for the 

award) there were 17 entries competing for award honors in the S#2-3 section and 11 entries in 

the S#n section. The quality of the selfmate threemovers was excellent, while the quality of 

most of the longer selfmates was truly outstanding! Therefore I hope that my generous 

approach to evaluation of problems (expressed through an unusually high percentage of 

honored problems) will  not be controversial. 

  

Section 1, s#2-3 

W________w 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
[pdw)wGnd] 
[dw)rHwdw] 
[wdwiwhR)] 
[gP0wdwdw] 
[wdP0w)w)] 
[dwdrdbIB] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize 
Petko A. Petkov 

s#3                      (14+10) 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dw!w)wdw] 
[w0Rdwdpd] 
[dP0n0w4w] 
[wdkdK0rd] 
[Gw0wdNdq] 
[wdwdpdwh] 
[dRdNdBdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
Živko Janevski  

s#3                      (10+14) 

W________w 
[qgwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdQdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[$w0wiwhR] 
[wdwdpdPd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[whp)p)wd] 
[GwdbHwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Živko Janevski  

s#3                      (10+10) 

w________w 
[wdw$wdBd] 
[0wdwdrdw] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[)wdw!wdw] 
[w0kdwdwd] 
[0w0N)pdw] 
[qdPdbdwd] 
[dRdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
Mikhail Marandyuk   
& Ivan Soroka 

s#3*                      (9+10) 

1st Prize - (Mikhail Marandyuk & Ivan Soroka - S0447) A good reciprocal change 

mechanism, based on release of control over c5 and b5 (through the e5-b5 line), thereby 

allowing the WQ to force selfmate after BK arrives to c5 in the actual variations. The key is 

excellent and the construction is good. However, the repeated third moves in the threat, and 

after 1...Bxd3, detract a bit. Solution: 1...Rxd3 2.Rd4+[A]  Rxd4 3.Qc5+ Kxc5#, 1...Bxd3  

2.Rxb4+[B]  Kxb4+ 3.Qb5+ Bxb5#; 1.Qb8! (2.Se5+ Kc5+ 3.Qb5+ Bxb5#), 1...Rxd3  

2.Rxb4+[B] Kc5 3.Qd6+ Rxd6#, 1...Bxd3 2.Rd4+[A]  Kc5+ 3.Qb5+ Bxb5#. 

2nd Prize - (Petko Petkov - S0440)  A refreshing combination of traditional interferences on 

white lines by the white front battery piece with less common quiet second white moves 

following black self-pins on the same square. The four-fold black battery play at B3 is another 

plus for this excellent problem, though the repeated W3 and B3 moves, in the otherwise 

welcome side variation 1...Rxc5, spoil the impression. Solution: 1.Rc8! (2.Sf3+ Ke4 3.Sd4+ 

Bg2#), 1…Rxd6 2.Sc6+ Kxc5 3.Qa5+ Bb5#, 1…Sxe5 2.Qh7!  ~ 3.Qd3+ Bxd3#, 1…Rxe5 

2.Qf7! ~ 3.Qc4+ Bxc4# (1…Rxc5 2.Sxg6+) 

3rd Prize - (Živko Janevski - S0441) An interesting complex pinning of a black piece with 

elements of black correction. One might regret that the correction play is rather artificial, since 

the "random" moves also serve to defend against 2.Qg8+ by 2...Sxg8 (after 1...Sxe7/Sf6) or 

2...Se6 (after 1...Sc7), thereby avoiding the pinning on the d4-g8 line after these moves. The 

strategic motifs after 1...Se3! and 1...Sb4! also differ: masked interference on a black line and 

interference on a white line. Solution: 1.Qd8! (2.Rxc5+ bxc5 3.Qxd5+ Bxd5#), 1…Sd5~ 

2.Sd2+ cxd2 3.Qd3+ Qxd3#, 1…Se3! 2.Qg8+ Sd5 3.Se3+ fxe3#, 1…Sb4! 2.Bxe2+ Sd3 

3.Sxe5+ Rxe5#   
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1st Honorable Mention - (Živko Janevski - S0438) A good play in a classical style (involving 

en passant defenses at B2), which is embellished by appearance of the WP moves at W2 and 

W3 and unified by the BQ defenses at B1. Almost flawless, but too simple for being awarded a 

prize. Solution: 1.Qa2? Qd5!; 1.Qg8! (2.f4+ exf3 e.p. 3.Sxf3+[A]  Qxf3#), 1…Qa6 2.d4+ exd3 

e.p. 3.Sxd3+[B] Qxd3#, 1…Qxa5 2.Sf3+[A]  exf3 3.d4+ cxd4#, 1…Qa7 2.Sd3+[B] exd3 

3.Rxc5+ Qxc5#  

W________w 
[w$wdwdwG] 
[dw0wHkdw] 
[q0w)Rdwd] 
[dwHw)wdp] 
[wdwdBdw4] 
[dp)Q0wdw] 
[pdwhPdpd] 
[4bdKdwdw] 
w--------w s#3                      (12+13) 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Mike Prcic w________w 

[bgNHwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[hR0kdwdw] 
[qdw0Rdwd] 
[)pdK0wdw] 
[wdwdPdQd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Živko Janevski 

s#3                        (9+10)  

w________w 
[wGwdw!wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[dwdNdNdw] 
[wdPdkdwd] 
[dRdw)pdw] 
[P)wdw)pd] 
[Iwdwgr4w] 
w--------w 

2nd Commendation 
Petko A. Petkov 

s#3                        (12+6)  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdBdwdQ] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[0wdw0wdw] 
[wdpdRdwd] 
[dp)kdpdw] 
[N$sGpdN0] 
[dbdnIwgr] 
w--------w 

1st Commendation 
Živko Janevski  

s#3                      (10+12) 

2nd Honorable Mention - (Živko Janevski - S0446) The key (emphasized by a thematic try) 

and the position are attractive, though one might have expected bigger originality and unity of 

the thematic play, which involves Bi valve after 1...c6 and battery transformation after BS 

moves. Solution: 1.Bh4! (2.Re5+ Kxe5 3.Qe4+ Bxe4#), 1…c6 2.Qg5+ Be5 3.Rxd4+ Qxd4#, 

1…Sc6 2.Rxc5+Kxc5 3.Re5+ Sxe5#, 1…Sb7 2.Rg4+ Ke5 3.Rxc5+ Sxc5#; 1.Bg5? c6!.   

3rd Honorable Mention - (Mike Prcic - S0431) Triple rendering of the 8th WCCT theme in a 

heavy setting, with occasional dual avoidance at W3. The side variations are sufficiently 

interesting (even to inspire composing a separate problem!), though the multiple repetition of 

some moves causes difficulties in the evaluation of the problem. Solution: 1.Rh6! (2.Qc4+ 

Sxc4/Qxc4 3.Bg6+ Bxg6#) Three thematic variations with annihilation and dual avoidance: 

1…Rxe4 2.e6+ Rxe6 3.Qh7+! (Qf5+?, Qg6+?) Bxh7#, 1…Sxe4 2.Rf6+ Sxf6 3.Qg6+! (Qh7+?) 

Bxg6#, 1...Qxd3 2.Bd5+ Qxd5 3.Rh7+! Bxh7#. Additional play: 1…bxc5 2.Bg6+ Ke6 3.Qf5+! 

Bxf5#, 1…cxd6 2.Bd5+ Kxe7 3.Qh7+! Bxh7#, 1…Rg4 2.Bg6+ Rxg6 3.Qxg6+! Bxg6#, 

1…Qd8 2.Bg6+ Kf8 3.Qf5+! Bxf5# (Qxf5?) with the self-pinned black Queen!   

1st Commendation - (Živko Janevski - S0451) The value of this problem is in its changed 

play, though the impression is diminished by the short threat (in spite of the good flight-giving 

key), which blurs the matrix because, in the try the continuation 2.Sc1+, after the defense 

1...Sxc3, is also present as a long threat. Solution: 1.Qg8? (2.Qd5+ Bd4#), 1…Sxc3 2.Sc1+ 

Kxe4 3.Qxc4+ Bd4#, 1…Sxb2 2.Qd5+ Kc2 3.Se3+ Bxe3#, 1…Sf2!; 1.Be6! (2.Rxc4+ e4 

3.Rd4+ Bxd4#),  1…Sxc3 2.Rd4+ Kxd4 3.Be3+ Bxe3#, 1…Sxb2 2.Sc1+ Kc2 3.Se3+ Bxe3#; 

1…Sf2 2.Rxe5+ Se4 3.Rd5+ Bd4#, 1…Se3 2.Rxe5+ Sf5 3.Re3+ Bxe3#.   

2nd Commendation - (Petko A. Petkov - S0445) An extraordinary key turns the obvious set-

play s#1, following the black battery play, into an attractive variation (a solver-appealing motif 

used by the author in an original, produced for a former WCSC) and allows a King flight. The 

unbalanced play could not justify a higher ranking. Solution: 1.Qb4! (2.Sd6+ Ke5 3.Qc3+ 

Bxc3#), 1…Bxf2+ 2.Qe1! (thr.3.Qb1+ Rxb1#) 2..Bxe1 3.Sg3+ Bxg3#, 1…Kxf5 2.Se7+ Ke4 

3.c5+ Bxb4#. 

3rd Commendation - (Živko Janevski - S0428) Some judges would perhaps rank this 

classical s#3 higher, owing to its excellent key and the variety of play with such a limited black 

force (several mates by the black Queen, of which one is repeated). My decision to award it 

only a commendation was partially guided by the author's interpretation of the same idea in a 

related, yet different matrix, which scored 1st Pr. in the international tourney Sredba na 

solidarnosta 2008-09. Solution: 1.Rh6! (2.Qf6+ Kd5 3.Qxd4+ Qxd4#), 1…Qxg3 2.Sxc6+ Kd5 

3.Qxf3+ Qxf3#, 1…c5 2.Qg7+ Kf5 3.Be4+ Qxe4#, 1…Kd5 2.Qf5+ Qe5 3.Qe4+ Qxe4#   
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W________w 
[wdwHw!wd] 
[dBdwdwdp] 
[wdp$wdwd] 
[dpdwiwdw] 
[w)w0w1wd] 
[dpdKdpGw] 
[w4wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Commendation 
Živko Janevski 

s#3                          (7+9) 

W________w 
[wdrdwdbh] 
[dwdw0wdn] 
[wHpdQ)Nd] 
[dpdwdBdw] 
[w$wdP0wd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[wdw0w)wd] 
[GwdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
Alexander Azhusin  

s#5                      (10+10) 

W________w 
[BdwdRdwG] 
[dwdwdwHw] 
[bdwdwdQd] 
[Hpdwdw)w] 
[w)wiPdwd] 
[0wdwdw$p] 
[P0Pdwdpd] 
[dKdwdwhr] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
Petko A. Petkov 

s#5                        (13+9) 

w________w 
[w$wdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dkdndQdR] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[Ipdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dNdwdNGw] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize, Valery Kopyl  
Gennady Koziura 

s#5                           (8+4)  

Section 2, s#4-n 

  

1st Prize - (Alexandr Azhusin - S0434) An extraordinary original logical play, with an 

attractive main plan (Qa2), which fails because Black cuts off the BB line by the black e-Pawn, 

while the same white move works in the solution after decoy of the black Pawn (also actively 

utilized for threating selfmate after 3.Se5+) and after 2...Sxg6 (thus giving up of the second 

black interference on the thematic diagonal line). The non-thematic variation 1...Rd8 is 

welcome for extending the threat, while 1...Sxg6 is regrettable, though hardly avoidable. 

Solution: Logical try: 1.Qa2? (2.Rb3+ Bxb3 3.Qc2+ Bxc2#) e6!; 1.Be5! (2.Rd4+ Kc3 3.Ra4+ 

Kd3 4.Qb3+ Bxb3#), 1…exf6 2.Ba1! (3.Se5+ fxe5 4.Rd4+ exd4 5.Qb3+ Bxb3#) 2…Sxg6 

3.Qa2!! ~  4.Rb3+ Bxb3+  5.Qc2+ Bxc2#. (1…Sxg6 2.Bxg6 f3 3.Rd4+ Kc3 4.Ra4+ Kd3 

5.Qb3+ Bxb3#, 1…Rd8 2.Rd4+ Kc3 3.Ra4+ Rd4 4.Bxd4+ Kd3 5.Qb3+)   

2nd Prize (Valery Kopyl and Genady Koziura - S0448) The position is light and airy, the play 

is rather good (though not very spectacular) and the chameleon-echo mates are excellent, as 

always. I dislike the concurrent tries and I assume that the authors share my opinion. However, I 

am also aware that they cared about showing the content in a Meredith form. Solution: 

1.Qc6/Qf6? Kc4!, 1.Qc8? Ka5 2.Bc6 b2 3.Ka2 a3 4.Rb5+ Ka4 5.Sc3+ Sxc3#, 1... b2!; 1.Rh6! 

(zz), 1... Ka5/b2 2.Ba6 b2/Ka5 3.Ka2 a3 4.Rb5+ Ka4 5.Sc3+ Sxc3#, 1...Kc4 2.Sfd2+ Kb5 

3.Qd7+ Ka5 4.Bb6+ Sxb6 5.Sc4+ Sxc4#.   

3rd Prize - (Petko Petkov - S0435) An excelent flight-giving sacrificial key, followed by 

harmonious duo of main variations. The side variations are good, but the repetition of some 

thematic moves detracts. This selfmate is certainly not one the very best problems of the world's 

most successful composer, though it fully deserves its relatively high place in the tourney. 

Solution: 1.Qh5? (2.Sc6+ Kc4 3.Qe2+ Sxe2#) Rh2!, 1.Qxa6? Rh2!; 1.Re5! (zz), 1…Bb7 

2.Rd5+[A]   Bxd5 3.Sf5+[B] Kxe4 4.Sd4+ Kf4 5.Se2+ Sxe2#, 1…Bc8 2.Sf5+[B] Bxf5 

3.Rd5+[A]  Kxe4 4.Rdd3+ Kf4 5.Rdf3+ Sxf3#, (1…Rh2 2.Qb6+ Kxe5 3.Sf5+ Kf4 4.Qf2+ Sf3 

5.Qd2+ Sxd2#, 1…Kxe5 2.Sc6+ Kf4 3.Qd6+ Kxe4 4.Qd3+ Kf4 5.Qf3+ Sxf3#)   

  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dB)wdwdw] 
[pdRdNGwd] 
[4pdkdwdw] 
[pdw0wdwd] 
[)w0Kdwdw] 
[wdndN!wd] 
[dbdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Prize 
Eugene Fomichev  

s#5                          (9+9) 

w________w 
[BdwdQ$Nd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwGwd] 
[dwdNdkdp] 
[wdRdwdw0] 
[0w0wdw0P] 
[Pdwdpdpd] 
[Iwdwgb4n] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Ladislav Salai Jr. 

s#6                      (10+12)  

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dNdwdwdw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dP)R0wdw] 
[wdQdPgw0] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdp0w)r1] 
[db4kdKdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Ivan Soroka 

s#16*                   (10+10)  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[4pdwdw0p] 
[w)w)wdwd] 
[0w)w!w)w] 
[wdw0bdwH] 
[GwdwiNdw] 
[K0wdw$Rd] 
[gBdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Camillo Gamnitzer 

s#5                      (12+10) 
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4th Prize - (Eugene Fomichev - S0433) An excellently constructed problem with Klasinc 

switchback of the black King, after allowing a black line piece to pass through the switchback 

square. The theme has been already shown in orthodox moremovers by some Russian and 

Ukrainian masters. However, the thematic black maneuver bears a typical selfmate trademark. 

Solution: 1.Sf8! (zz), 1…Ba2 2.Rxa6+ Kc5 3.Se6+ Bxe6 4.Rc6+ Kd5 5.Qf5+ Bxf5#, 1…b4 

2.Rc4+ Kd6 3.Qf4+ Re5 4.Rc6+ Kd5 5.Qxd4+ Sxd4#. 

1st Honorable Mention - (Camillo Gamnitzer - S0452) A remarkable key and a threat which 

is difficult  to find, followed by decoy of the black King to c3 to guard b3. The actual play is 

nicely connected by the different mates by the black battery. Solution: 1.Sg6! (2.Se7! ~ 

3.Qxd4+ Kf4 4.Qe3+! Kxe3 5.Sd5+ Bxd5#),  1…hxg6  2.Sxd4! (zz) a4 3.Sc2+ Kd3 4.Qd5+ 

Kc3 5.Qb3+ axb3#; 2…Ra6/Ra8 3.Qf4+ Kxd4 4.Qxe4+ Kc3 5.Bb4+ axb4#   

2nd Honorable Mention - (Ladislav Salai Jr. - S0449) Another problem with seemingly 

orthodox theme of reciprocal play of the white batteries in a genuine selfmate matrix. Solution: 

1.Rc5! (zz), 1…Sf2 2.Sxc3+ Kf4 3.Sxe2+ Bxe2 4.Rf5+ Kxf5 5.Bc3+ Kg5 6.Bd2+ Bxd2#, 

1…c2 2.Bc3+ Kg5 3.Bd2+ Bxd2 4.Rf5+ Kxf5 5.Sc3+ Kf4 6.Sxe2+ Bxe2#.   

3rd Honorable Mention - (Ivan Soroka - S0450) I would not fully agree with a solver's 

remark that the play is boring. (Perhaps the length of the problem contributed to this 

impression.) However, the hesitating maneuver of the WQ, to provoke the transfer of a white 

piece to a desirable square, and the WQ's return to the diagrammed square, is far from new. 

Solution: 1.Rxd2+? Bxd2 2.Qd3 Qf4!; 1.Qb4! (2.R/Qxd2+ Bxd2 3.Q/Rxd2+ Kxd2#), 1...Bg3 

2.Qa4! (3.Rxd2+ Kxd2#) Bf4 3.Qa5! Bg3 4.Qa8! Bf4 5.Qd8! Bg3 6.Sd6! Bf4 7.Sf5! Bg3 

8.Qa8! Bf4 9.Qa5! Bg3 10.Qa4! Bg3 11.Qb4! Bf4 12.Qc4! – as initial position but with wSf5: 

13.Rxd2+! Bxd2 14.Se3+! Bxe3 15.Qd3+ Bd2 16.Qxd2+ Kxd2#. 

 

We thank Zoran for a job well done. Send anticipations (if  any) to Petko by April  1, 2012. 

 

StrateGems 2010 h#3 Award 
By Jorge Kapros 

  

My thanks to Mike Prcic for inviting me to judge this tourney and my thanks to the solvers 

whose comments helped me very much. 

     The tourney received relatively few problems but the quality was very high (as one can see 

from the compositions awarded with prizes).  

     Before the award, some remarks about the problems that I had included in my first selection: 

H1524 with two pairs of thematically connected solutions. However, A1 PDB - P1094805  

(Anatoly Kornilow, 3851 Chess Leopolis 56 05/2009) has solutions that I like more. (Solution: 

1.g1B Bb8 2.Bh2 Rd4 3.Bd6 Ba7#, 1.g1R Rb4 2.Rg4 Be5 3.Rc4 Rb5#) 

H1526 and H1527 I selected for their originality but I consider that both are substantially 

anticipated by A2 PDB - P1099239 (E. Bogdanow, 1749 Shachmatiya 2009). (Solution: a) 

1.Qxe5+ Kd3 2.Qxc3+ Sxc3 3.Bd4 Ba3#, b) 1.Qxd6+ Kc3 2.Qd3+ exd3 3.Rd4 Re1#) 

H1552 setting can be improved. I propose the following ranking: 

W________w 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwdwHNdw] 
[wdb1wdwd]  
[dw0p0rdp] 
[wdkdw)rd]  
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdw0w0wd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w-------- 

1st Prize 
Ricardo de Mattos Vieira 

h#3   b) Kc4e3   (5+12) 

W________w 
[wdwhwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
[wdw)wdw$]  
[dwdrdwdp] 
[wdkgwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------  

2nd Prize 
Pierre Tritten 

h#3       2 sols.        (5+5) 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdw0w0]  
[dwdkdnHR] 
[Pdndwdr)]  
[dqdwdwdw] 
[Bdpdwdwd] 
[4wdwdwgK] 
w-------- 

4th Prize 
Christopher Jones 

h#3  b)Qb3ªSg5  (6+12) 

  ________w 
[wdwdndwd] 
[dw0wdwdr] 
[KdBdRdw1]  
[dwdw4wdp] 
[w0whb0wd]  
[dwdw0kdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

3rd Prize 
Christopher Jones 

h#3    b) Pe3f2   (3+13) 
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1st Prize - (Ricardo de Mattos Vieira - H1469) Remarkable strategy for a direct unpinning 

problem. The sequence of moves is finely determined. Solution: a) 1.d4 Be4 2.Qd5 Sxd5 

3.Rfg5 Sd6#, b) 1.exf4 Bf3 2.Re5 Sxe5 3.Qc7 Sf5#.   

2nd Prize - (Pierre Tritten - H1466) Simple and familiar elements skillfully  blended in an 

outstanding way that seems original. The construction is excellent. Solution: 1.Be5 Rg6 2.Kd4 

e3+ 3.Ke4 Rg3#, 1.Re5 Bg6 2.Kd5 e4+ 3.Ke6 Be8#.   

3rd Prize - (Christopher Jones - H1554) A pleasing complex of critical moves and unpins with 

the third black move interfering with two lines at the same time. The solutions are very 

aesthetic. Solution: a) 1.Bd5 Rg6 2.Ree7 Rg2 3.Se6 Bxd5#, 1.Ke3 Bb5 2.Ba8 Be2 3.c6 Rxe5#.   

4th Prize - (Christopher Jones - H1525) An elegant orthogonal-diagonal echo play with 

complete analogy between solutions Solution: a) 1.Qb4 Bxc4+ 2.Kc5+ Bd5 3.Sd6 Se6#, b) 

1.Qf4 Rxf5+ 2.Ke4 Rd5 3.Se3 Sd2#.   

W________w 
[wdBdrdwd] 
[Iwdw0wdw] 
[wdpdPiwd]  
[dphwdwdw] 
[Nhwdwdwd]  
[0r$w1P)w] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Mečislovas Rimkus 

h#3   b) Kf6f3    (7+11) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdnIn] 
[wdwdb$Bd]  
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdkdpd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

5th Prize 
Aleksander Pankratiev  
& Mikhail Gershinski 

h#3        2 sols.       (4+5) 

  ________w 
[wdwdw4wd] 
[1w0wIwdn] 
[wdwHwdwd]  
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wgr)wdwd]  
[dpindwdw] 
[w0pdbdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Valery Kopyl 

h#2½     b) -Pd4    (4+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdKdw0w] 
[rdwdwdwd]  
[dw4Ndw0w] 
[BdqindwG]  
[dp0PdP0w] 
[wdwgp0wd] 
[dwdwdwdb] 
w-------- 

1st Honorable Mention 
Petre Stojoski 

h#2½      2 sols.     (6+14)  

5th Prize - (Aleksander Pankratiev & Mikhail Gershinski - H1465) Harmonic solutions in 

an economic setting. A wonderful achievement! Solution: 1.Shg5 Bh7 2.Se5 Rg6 3.Kxf5 Rf6#; 

1.Se5 Rf8 2.Sg5 Bf7 3.Kxf5 Bg6#.   

1st Honorable Mention - (Petre Stojoski - H1518) It was not easy to determine the sequence 

of moves to this delightful Zilahi, with pin mates, but the author succeeded. Congratulations! 

Solution: 1...Bxb3 2.g4 Bf6+ 3.Kxd5 dxe4#, 1...Bb5 2.g2 Bxf2+ 3.Kxd3 Sb4#.   

2nd Honorable Mention - (Valery Kopyl - H1493) Pleasant and interesting tempo moves by 

the white King. Solution: a) 1...Kd7 2.c5+ Ke6 3.c5xd4 Se4#, b) 1...Ke6 2.Qe3+ Kd7 3.Qd2 

Sb5#.   

3rd Honorable Mention - (Mečislovas Rimkus - H1471) Mates from the same square (a past 

WCCT theme). The hidden solutions match well and have their charm, but I don’t like this type 

of twin. Solution: a) 1.Sc2 Sxc5 2.Sd4 Se4+ 3.Ke5 Rc5#; b) 1.Sxe6 Rc5 2.Sd4 Rf5+ 3.Ke4 

Sc5#.  

W________w 
[wdwIndwG] 
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw)piw]  
[wdwdndwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Gennady Zgersky(†) 

h#3         2 sols.       (3+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iw0wdwdw] 
[wdwdpdpd]  
[dwHwiwdw] 
[wdp1wdwd]  
[dwdwhw0P] 
[wdwdwdP$] 
[Gwdwdwhw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Henk Weenink 

h#3        2 sols.        (6+9) 

  ________w 
[wdwgwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[w$p0wdpd]  
[Iwdw)kdw] 
[wdw0w)wd]  
[dwdn)wdw] 
[wdwdwdPG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Valerio Agostini &  
Antonio Garofalo 

h#3        2 sols.       (7+8) 

W________w 
[wdwIwdRd] 
[4wdwdbdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dw0wdw0w] 
[qdwdpdwG]  
[)Pdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

4th Honorable Mention 
Petre Stojoski 

h#3        2 sols.       (5+7) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dw0r0wdw] 
[wdwGqdwd] 
[dPdw$pdw] 
[wdwIw0wd] 
[dP)wdPdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dNiwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwiPdwdw] 
[PdwdwdRd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpG] 
[dwdqdwdw] 
w--------w 

A2 

h#3                          (9+8) 
b) –wSb1 & -wPc3 

A1 

h#3      2 Sols.         (5+4) 

4th Honorable Mention - (Petre Stojoski - H1522)  I like very much that in this simple idea 

and setting both sides have the same strategy. Solution: 1.Qxb3 Rxg5 2.Qb1 Rg1 3.Ba2 Bf6#, 

1.Qxa3 Bxg5 2.Qb2 Bf6 3.Ra2 Rg1#.   

  

Commandations without order: 

Commendation - (Gennady Zgersky† - 

H1464)  Effective solutions intelligently set. 

Very nice miniature. Solution: 1.S4d6 exd6 

2.Kg6 d7 3.Kf7 dxe8Q#, 1.S4f6 exf6 2.Sg7 

fxg7 3.Kf6 g8Q#.   

Commendation - (Henk Weenink - H1496) 

I like the harmony of the solutions. Solution: 

1.Sf3 g2xf3 2.Qc3 Sd7+ 3.Kd4 Rd2#, 1.Sg4 

h3xg4 2.Kf6 Rh7 3.Qe5 Se4#.   

Commendation - (Valerio Agostini & 

Antonio Garofalo - H1497) The black play 

is very attractive. Solution: 1.Bg5 Rb4 2.Sxf4 

Rxd4 3.Se6 g4#, 1.Bf6 Rb8 2.Sxe5 Re8 

3.Sg4 e4#. 

StrateGems 2010 h#n Award 
By Fadil Abdurahmanović 

  

It was a great honor to judge this tourney. My sincere thanks to Mike Prcic and Nikola Stolev 

for inviting me, and Mike Prcic for translating the text. 

     There were thirty compositions published in 2010. The quality of them was very high. The 

winner of the tourney is an extraordinary achievement. Some fifty  percent of entries deserve to 

be awarded. It was hard to determine which entries should receive honorable mentions and 

which should receive commendations. The differences in quality were quite small. Because of 

this I left the rankings even. 

     And now to the awards: 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[iw0wdb4w] 
[whpdn0wd]   
[dwdwdp4w]  
[wdwdp0wd] 
[dpdBdwdK] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

1st Prize, Jorge Lois  
& Jorge Kapros 
dedicated to Mike Prcic 

h#7½                     (2+14) 

W________w 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dqdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0w0w0r0w] 
[wdpdpdpd] 
[dwgwIbdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
Viktor Chepizhny 
dedicated to Mike Prcic 

h#7                        (2+12) 

2nd Prize 
Zlatko Mihajloski W________w 

[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdbdwdwd]  
[dwdpdkdw]  
[wdp)w0wd]  
[dw0w0PdK]  
[wdPdPdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

4th Prize, Steven Dowd, 
Mirko Degenkolbe  
& Rolf Wiehagen 

h#6       2 sols.        (6+7) h#5   b) Kb3a4   (2+11) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[n0w0wGnd]   
[dwdpdpdw]    
[w0wdriwd]  
[dKdwdwdw]    
[wdwdqdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

1st Prize - (Jorge Lois and Jorge Kapros - H1534) I did not believe that a two-way Rundlauf 

by a Bishop was possible. When analyzing this rare achievement, it is easy to see that the idea is 

based on capturing black Pawn e4-c6-f5 in order to enable the black King to arrive at the mating 

square (Kniest). Simple and genial. Solution: 1…Bxe4 2.a1B Bxc6 3.Be5 Bb5 4.Kb7 Bd3 

5.Kc6 Bxf5 6.Kd5 Bg4 7.Ke4 Be2 8.Kf5 Bd3#.   

2nd Prize - (Zlatko Mihajlovski - H1504) Attractive and original play by the blackQueen. A 

memorable problem. Solution: a) 1.Re6 Ba1 2.Qe5 Kc2 3.Qb2+ Kd3 4.Ke5 Ke3 5.Qd4 Bxd4#, 

b) 1.Qb2 Bh8 2.Qf6 Kb5 3.Ke5 Kc6 4.Sf4 Kd7 5.Qg7+ Bxg7#. 

3rd Prize - (Viktor Chepizhny - H1563) A six-move Rundlauf by the white Knight with 

annihilation of black e2 and c3 Pawns to open lines for two black Bishops. A pretty mating nest 

with four self-blocks. The white tempo move is icing on the cake. Solution: 1.Bb2 Sf4 2.Kf8 

Sxe2 3.Qe8 Sxc3 4.Bc4 Sd5 5.Bg7 Se7 6.Bg8 Ke2 7.Rf7 Sg6#.  
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4th Prize - (Steven Dowd and Mirko Degenkolbe - H1507) An interesting ANI composition. 

A worthwhile contribution to finding new ideas in helpmates. Solution: 1.Be8 Kg2 2.Bh5 Kf1 

3.Bxf3 Ke1 4.Be4 Kd1 5.Bxc2+ Kxc2 6.Ke4 Kxc3#, 1.Ba4 Ba2 2.Bb3 c2xb3 3.c2 b3xc4 4.c1R 

c4xd5 5.Rc6 Kh4 6.Rf6 Bb1#. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdpi]  
[dwdwdw0w]  
[wdwdpdpd]  
[0wdw)p)K] 
[Pdwdw)wh] 
[dwdwdwGw] 
w-------- 

Special Prize 
Steven Dowd &  
Mirko Degenkolbe 

h#15½                     (6+9) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdwdqd]  
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdw4wdwd]  
[dw0khpdw] 
[wdwGwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w-------- 

Honorable Mention 
János Csák 

h#4½      2 sols.       (2+8) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw0wd]  
[dpdpdpdw] 
[b)w)p)wd]  
[)phwdwdw] 
[wIpGpiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Honorable Mention 
Wilfried Neef &  
Guy Sobrecases 

h#5½  b) Kb2c1 (6+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdpdwdwd] 
[)w)pdwdw]   
[whw)wdwd]  
[dkdpdpdw] 
[wdp)b)wd]   
[dwGrdwgK] 
w-------- 

Honorable Mention 
Jacques Rotenberg  
& Guy Sobrecases 

h#5½                    (7+11) 

Special Prize - (Steven Dowd and Mirko Degenkolbe - H1480) Why the problem was 

prolonged by a half-move, with the white King in check, is a mystery to me. The special prize 

is given for the rest of the solution. Solution: 1…Kxh2 2.Kh1 3.Bh2 9.Ke2 Kc2 10.Kxf2 Bg1+ 

Kxg3 12.Kh4 Kd4 13.g3 Kxe4 14.g4 Kd4 15.Kg5 e4 16.Kf4 Be3#.   

  

Honorable Mentions and Commendations are given without ranking: 

  

Honorable Mention - (Janos Csak - H1475) Solution: 1...Kf2 2.Qf5 Kg3 3.Ke4 Kh4 4.Kf4 

Be1 5.Re4 Bg3#; 1...Bc3 2.Rd5 Ba5 3.Kd4 Kd2 4.Kc5 Kc3 5.Qc6 Bb4#.   

Honorable Mention - (Wilfried Neef and Guy Sobrecases - H1478) Solution: a) 1...Ka1 

2.c1R+ Kb2 3.Rf1 Bc1 4.Ke1 Be3 5.Sd1 Kc1 6.Sf2 Bd2#, b) 1...Bc3 2.b2+ Bb2 3.Bb3 a4 

4.Ke3 Ba3 5.Kd4 Kd2 6.Bc4 Bb2#.   

Honorable Mention - (Jacques Rotenberg and Guy Sobrecases - H1506) Solution: 1...Ba3 

2.Sa2 Bb4 3.Kb2 Bc3+ 4.Kc1 Bb2 + 5.Kxd2 Ba3 6.Sc1 Bb4#.   

  ________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[1wiwdwIw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Horst Böttger 

h#6                          (2+4) 

W________w 
[Ndwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd]  
[dwhwiwdw] 
[wIngwdwd]  
[dwdbdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Daniel Novomesky 

h#4½      2 sols.      (2+6) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw4wdwdw] 
[w0k1wdwh]  
[dpdr0wdp] 
[w)wdBdbd] 
[dwgw0wdw] 
[whwdwdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Honorable Mention 
Guy Sobrecases 

h#4½                     (3+13) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdkd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[rdrdqdwd] 
[dK0wdwdw] 
[wdBdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Honorable Mention 
Zlatko Mihajloski 

h#6½Õ                     (2+6)  

Honorable Mention - (Guy Sobrecases - H1557) Solution: 1…Kg3 2.Qd8 Bg2 3.Bd7 Kf3 

4.Rd1 Ke4 5.Bd2 Kxe5#.   

Honorable Mention - (Zlatko Mihajlovski - H1560) Solution: 1…Bd1 2.Qe3 Kc2 3.Kf5 

Bg4+ 4.Ke4 Kd1 5.Kd3 Bxe6 6.Rd4 Bb3 7.Rac4 Bc2#, Try: 1…Bb1 2.Kf5 Ba2 3.Qe3 Kc2 

4.Ke4 Kd1 5.Kd3 Bb3 6.Rd4?   

Commendation - (Horst Böttger - H1479) Solution: 1.Qa6 Kf2 2.Ra4 Ke3 3.Kb4 Kd4 

4.Ka5+ Kc5 5.Rb4 Bc3 6.Ba4 b4#.   

Commendation - (Daniel Novomesky - H1501) Solution: 1...Kb5 2.Ke4 Kc6 3.Se5+ Kb6 

4.Kd5 Kc7 5.Be4 Sb6#, 1...Sc7 2.Se4 Ka4 3.Be3 Kb5 4.Kd4 Kc6 5.e5 Sb5#.   
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdp0wd]  
[dw0p0wdw] 
[wdkhwGwd]  
[dwdwdpdp] 
[wdwdw)p)] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Christopher Jones 

h#5½                     (4+11) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdpdwdwd]  
[dwdw0whw]  
[wdwdpdBd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[w4wdbdwd] 
[dwdwdrdw] 
w-------- 

Commendation 
Zlatko Mihajloski 

h#5½                      (2+8)            

W________w 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw]  
[rdndwdwI]  
[dR4wdwdw]  
[pdP0pdwd]  
[0wdwdpdw]  
[kdwdwdpd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
w-------- 

Comm.,Christer Jonsson 
& Rolf Wiehagen 
dedicated to Mike Prcic 

h#4       6 sols.      (3+12) 

W________w 
[qdwdkdwd] 
[dB0wdwdw] 
[p0wdwdwd]  
[db0wdwdp]  
[wdwdw0r0]  
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w-------- h#6½                     (2+12)  

Commendation 
Zlatko Mihajloski 

Commendation - (Christopher Jones - H1505) Solution: 1...Be3 2.Sf5 Bxc5 3.e4 Bf8 4.Be3 

Bh6 5.Kd4 f2xe3+ 6.Ke5 Bf4#.   

Commendation - (Zlatko Mihajlovski - H1532) Solution: 1…Be6+ 2.Kg6 Bb3 3.Rf6 Bd1 

4.Kf5 Kf2 5.Bh5+ Kg3 6.Bg6 Bg4#.   

Commendation - (Zlatko Mihajlovski - H1561) Solution: 1…Bg2 2.Bd7 Kg1 4.Qb5 Kf3 

5.Ke7 Ke4 6.Kd6 Bf3 7.Kc6 Ke5#.   

Commendation - (Christer Jonsson and Rolf Wiehagen - H1530) Solution: 1.Rh5+ Rxh5 

2.Kb3 Rh1 3.Kb4 Rb1+ 4.Ka5 Rb5#, 1.Rg5 Rxg5 2.Kb3 Rxg2 3.Kb4 Rb2+ 4.Ka5 Rb5#, 1.Rf5 

Rxf5 2.Kb3 Rxf3+ 3.Kb4 Rb3+ 4.Ka5 Rb5#, 1.Re5 Rxe5 2.Kb3 Rxe8 3.Kb4 Rb8+ 4.Ka5 

Rb5#, 1.Rd5 Rxd5 2.Kb3 Rxd7 3.Kb4 Rb7+ 4.Ka5 Rb5#, 1.Bg6 Rxc5 2.Kb3 Rxc6 3.Kb4 

Rb6+ 4.Ka5 Rb5#.   

  

Chief Editor’s note: My personal thanks to Jorges (Kapros and Lois), Viktor and Christer and 

Rolf for their wonderful Rundlauf dedications to me. 

  

Many thanks to Jorge and Fadil for another great officiating effort. Please send anticipations (if  

any) to Nikola Stolev by April  1, 2012. 

StrateGems 2010 Series-movers & Stalemates Award 
by Rauf Aliovsadzade 

  

Seventy-five compositions were published during 2010. C0347 by V. Petrovici was withdrawn 

from the competition having been previously published elsewhere. The quality of originals was 

very good and I liked many of them. Here is my decision: 

W________w 
[wdw!wdwd] 
[$wdp0wdR] 
[Ndwhkdwd] 
[dw0wgwdn] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdP)w0w] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwIw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize 
Aleksey Gasparyan 

ser.h=22      C-      (8+10) 
2 sols. 

W________w 
[wgwdwdw$] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[drdwdwdB] 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdb] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[4wdw1khw] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize 
Tibor Érsek 

ser.s#19                  (3+9) 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dw)P)wdw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw)wIw)] 
[dwdwGw)w] 
[wdwdwhw)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize 
George P. Sphicas 

ser.s#18     C-       (10+2) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw4] 
[)KdPdwdP] 
[wdwdqdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0ndwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdbdwd] 
[dndkdwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Prize, Tibor Érsek 
& Radovan Tomašević 

ser.s#15                  (4+8) 
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1st Prize - (Aleksey Gasparyan - C0344) A very picturesque work where the same final 

position is achieved by different ways: the promoted and diagrammed Bishops end up at 

different corners in solutions. Solution: 1.Bh8 2.Sg7 3.Kf7 4.e5 5.e4 6.exd3 7.d2 8.d1B 9.Bf3 

10.Ba8 11.Sb7 12.d5 13.d4 14.dxe3 15.e2 16.e1B 17.Bc3 18.Ba1 19.b2 20.Bd5 21.Bh1 22.g2 

Sxc5=, 1.Ba1 2.b2 3.Bd5 4.Ba8 5.Sb7 6.d5 7.d4 8.dxe3 9.e2 10.e1B 11.Bc3 12.Bh8 13.Sg7 

14.Kf7 15.e5 16.e4 17.exd3 18.d2 19.d1B 20.Bf3 21.Bh1 22.g2 Sxc5=. 

2nd Prize - (Tibor Érsek - C0355) I tried to solve this problem but couldn't find the mating 

square. Nice wR/wK tango! Solution: 1.Bf3 2.Rh4 3.Rb4 4-6.Kb3-c4-d4 7.Rc4 8.Rc5 9.Kd5 

10.Kc6 11-14.Rc3-xa3-a6-b6 15.Kb7 16.Ka8 17.Ra6 18.Rxa2 19.Bg2+ Bxg2#.   

3rd Prize - (George P. Sphicas - C0354) Shields on rank and diagonal, black minimal, AUW 

plus an extra promotion. A very good composition, although the mating square is rather 

obvious. Solution: 1.c8B 2.d8Q 4.Qg2 8.d8R 9.Rd3 10.Bh3 11.g4 12.Kg3 13.Bf4 14.Rf3 

16.c8S 17.e8Q 18.Qe4+ Sxe4#. 

4th Prize - (Tibor Érsek & Radovan Tomašević - C0357)  Diagram error. It should have been 

ser.s#15. Looking at the problem, who would think that the mating square will  be b2! A 

surprise for many solvers. Solution: 1.a8S 2.Sb6 4.Kb5 5.Sd5 6.d8Q 7.Qxh8 8.Qa1 9.h8R 

11.Rxe2 12.Kxc4 14.Kb2 15.Sc3+ bxc3#.   

w________w 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwdrdPdw] 
[Rdw4k0wd] 
[dwdndwdw] 
[wdwdpdnd] 
[dBdw$PdQ] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Geoff Foster &  
Ian Shanahan (C0307v) 

ser.h=18      C-        (7+8) 

W________w 
[rhwhrdwd] 
[)PIP)wdq] 
[wdPdwdkd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

5th Prize 
Friedrich Ziak  
& Klaus Wenda 

ser.s=10                 (6+6) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdn4] 
[dwdn0wdk] 
[wdw)w4w0] 
[dwdpdpdP] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[dwIw0wdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Steven B. Dowd  
& Henry Tanner  

ser.s#20                (5+10) 

W________w 
[rdwhkdwd] 
[0whwdwdw] 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

6th Prize 
Stefan Milewski 

ser.h#15                  (4+5) 

5th Prize - (Friedrich Ziak & Klaus Wenda - C0349) Another AUW. Nice diagrammed 

position, symmetrical, but with a beautiful play. Solution: 1.exd8Q 2.Qe7 3.d8S 4.Kc8 6.cxb8R 

7.Rxa8 8.Rb8 9.a8B 10.Qg5+ Kxg5=.   

6th Prize - (Stefan Milewski - C0341) It is evident from the diagram that there is going to be a 

castling, but the play of black Knights is just perfect! Solution: 1.Sc6 3.Sxa2 4.Sb4 5.Sbxa6 

6.0-0-0 7.Sb8 8.a5 12.a1S 13.Sb3 14.Sc5 15.Scd7 Sd6#.   

1st Honorable Mention - (Geoff Foster & Ian Shanahan - C0320) Very nice chain of unpins. 

Good work by our two Australian friends. Solution: 1.a1B 2.Be5 3.exf3 4.f2 5.f1Q 6.Qc4 7.Sb6 

8.Rd5 9.Qe4 10.Bd6 11.Sc4 12.Rf5 13.Sge5 14.Qc6 15.Be7 16.Rd5 17.Sd6 18.Qe8+ fxe8Q=.   

2nd Honorable Mention - (Steven B. Dowd & Henry Tanner - C0348) Nice sequence of 

moves. Solution: 1.Kd3 2.Kxe3 3.Kf4 5.e5 6.exf6 7.Kxf5 8.Ke6 9.Kxd7 10.Kc8 12.d8Q 

13.Qxd5 14.Qb7 18.d8R 19.Rd7 20.Rc7 Sxf6#. 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Lee Poissant - C0328) Elegant twins. Solution: 1.f1B 2.g1R 

3.Rg7 4.Bxb5 6.Bxh5 8.Bg8 Qh5#, 1.g1B 4.Bc1 5.f1R 6.Rf7 8.Bg7 Qd8#. 

4th Honorable Mention - (Dan Meinking, George P. Sphicas & Radovan Tomašević - 

Q0239) Seven Rook promotions! Solution: 1.a8R+ Kb5 2.b8R+ Kxc6 3.c8R+ Kd6 4.d8R+ 

Kxe6 5.e8R+ Kxf6 6.f8R+ Kxg6 7.g8R+ Kxh7 8.Rg7+ Kxg7 9.Qg5+ Kh7 10.Rb7+ Rxb7 

11.Rc7+ Rxc7 12.Rd7+ Rxd7 13.Re7+ Rxe7 14.Rf7+ Rxf7 15.Rh8+ Kxh8 16.Qg8+ Kxg8=.   

5th Honorable Mention - (Geoff Foster - C0365) Bishops' switchbacks and tries during the 

solution. Solution: 1.Be2! (1.Bd4? 2.Qe8#) 2.Bd4 3.Bh5+ Ke6 4.Bf2! (4.Be2? 5.Bc4#) 5.Be2 

6.Bc4+ Ke5 7.Be2! (7.Ke3? 8.Qe7/Qd4#) 8.Ke3 9.Qd2 f4#. 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[!PdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdw0pd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Lee Poissant 

ser.h#8 b) Kh7f8  (4+5) 

W________w 
[wdw4Rdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[GndwdwdK] 
[kdwhwdwd] 
[dpdNdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dRgwdw!w] 
w--------w 

6th Honorable Mention 
Tibor Érsek 

ser.h=13                 (6+9) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[)P)P)P)R] 
[wdRDPGBd] 
[iwdpdwdw] 
[w4wdwdw4] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw!wdwd] 
[dwdwdwIb] 
w--------w 

4th HM, Dan Meinking, 
George P. Sphicas & 
Radovan Tomašević 

s=16                     (14+5) 

W________w 
[wdw!wdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwdpdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwGwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

5th Honorable Mention 
Geoff Foster 

pser.r#9                  (4+3) 

6th Honorable Mention - (Tibor Érsek - C0333) Difficult  solution. Solution: 1.Ba7 Sxa7 

2.Sc7 Kxc7 3.Rc4+ Kxb6 4.Rc6+ Sxc6=; 1.Bd6 Sxd6 2.Sc7 Sxe4 3.Rd6 Sxd6 4.Sb5 Sxb5=; 

1.Rd4 Sxd4 2.Rc6+ Sxc6 3.Sb4 Sxb8 4.Sc6 Sxc6=.   

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdqdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdpdw0p] 
[wdwdwibH] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Geoff Foster 

h= =7                      (2+7) 

W________w 
[wdRdwdwG] 
[gwdw0wdw] 
[wiw1wdwd] 
[4pdw)R!w] 
[p0wdwdwd] 
[dpdwdpdw] 
[rdwdwdbd] 
[dKdwdBdn] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Tibor Érsek 

ser.h=14    C-        (7+13) 

W________w 
[wdwdwhwd] 
[dwdw)P0w] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdbdwHw] 
[pdpdpiP)] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Tibor Érsek 

h=5                          (7+9) 

W________w 
[wdwgwdwI] 
[dw0wdrdw] 
[w0wdphNd] 
[dwip0wdw] 
[Bdrhwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

7th Honorable Mention 
Dan Meinking 

pser.#8                  (3+11) 

7th Honorable Mention - (Dan Meinking - C0359) The white Knight's Rundlauf. Solution: 

1.Sf4 2.Sd3+ Kd6 3.Sc5 4.Sb7+ Ke7 5.Sd6 6.Sc8+ Kf8 7.Se7 8.Sg6#.   

  

Commendations without ranking: 

  

Commendation - (Tibor Érsek - Q0236) Solution: 1.e1S exf8Q 2.c1R Qxg7 3.Ra1 f8B 4.Bb1 

Qb2+ 5.Sc2 Bxh6=. 

Commendation - (Tibor Érsek - C0334) Solution: 1.Sf2 2.Sd3 3.f2 4.Bc6 5.Kc5 6.Kc4 7.Bd4 

8.Ba1! 9.b2 10.b3 11.Qa3! 12.b4 13.Rxe5 14.Re6 Qg8=.   

Commendation - (Geoff Foster - Q0229) Solution: 1.Bf1 Sf3 2.h2 Sd4 3.Kg1 Kd2 4.e3+ Ke1 

5.Qh1 Kd1 6.g2 Se2+ 7.dxe2+ Ke1= =.  

W________w 
[wdwdnIwG] 
[dwdw)R)B] 
[wdwdw)P)] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dkdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Geoff Foster 

ser.!=12   2 sols.  (10+2) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdrd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwhwdw] 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw)w)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Comm., Dan Meinking  
& Radovan Tomašević 
(C0322v) 

pser.hs#15              (3+3) 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[)p)w)w)w] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw0wg] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[wdwdK)wd] 
[dw$wdwHw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Dan Meinking 
for Raġa 

pser.h!=14    C-      (10+4) 

W________w 
[wdwdkdw4] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0pdw] 
[w0w4wdwd] 
[dBdwdw)w] 
[p0w)wIwd] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Steven B. Dowd 

h=6                         (5+8) 
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Commendation - (Geoff Foster - C0335) Solution: 1.g8Q 2.Bg7 3.Qh8 4.Kg8 5.Bf8 6.Qg7 

7.Kh8 8.Bg8 9.Kh7 10.Qh8 11.g7 12.g6=; 1.g8R 2.Rgg7 3.Kg8 4.Rf8 5.Rgf7 6.Bg7 7.Kh8 

8.Rg8 9.Bf8 10.Rgg7 11.Bg8 12.h7=.   

Commendation - (Dan Meinking & Radovan Tomašević - C0337) Solution: 5.d8S+ Kg7 

6.Kg5 9.f6+ Kh8+ 10.Kh6 12.f8R 14.Rh5 15.Sf7+ Sxf7#. 

Commendation - (Dan Meinking - C0338) (corrected: Rc2c1) Solution: 1.c8B 2.Bxb7+ 

Kxb7 3.a8B+ Kxb6 4.Bh1 5.Kf3! 6.Rc6+ Kxc6 7.e8B+ Kd5 8.Bc6+ Kc4 9.g8B+ Kd3 10.Bc4+ 

Kc2 11.Bf1 12.Ke2! 13.Bcg2 14.f3= 

Commendation - (Steven B. Dowd - Q0234) Solution: 1.Rf4+ g3xf4 2.b1R d4 3.Rg1 d4xe5 

4.Rg7 e6 5.0-0 e7+ 6.Kh8 e7xf8S=. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdNdwI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Geoff Foster 

pser.h#3    3 sols.    (2+2) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwiwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdNdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Dan Meinking 

pser.h=11               (3+3) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
[w)pdwdpd] 
[iwdwdrdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Geoff Foster 
& Arno Tüngler 

pser.h=8                 (2+5) 
b) Ka1a2 

W________w 
[BIwGwdwd] 
[)QdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[w4wdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Dan Meinking 
for Paul 

pser.r=8                   (7+2) 

Commendation - (Geoff Foster & Arno Tüngler - C0362) Solution: a) 1.Rf4 2.g1Q+ Kxf4 

3.Qg5+ Ke4 4.Qe7+ Kd3 5.Qa3+ bxa3 6.b4 7.bxa3 8.a2 Kxc2=,  b) 1.Rf3+ Kxf3 2.g1S+ Ke4 

3.Sf3 4.Sd2+ Kd4 5.Sb3+ Kc3 6.Sa1 7.b4+ Kd2 8.b3 Kc1=.   

Commendation - (Dan Meinking - C0366) Solution: 1.Bb6 2.Qf3 3.Be4 4.Qf5+ Kd6 5.Qd5+ 

Ke7 6.Qa8 7.Bb7 8.Bd8+ Kxd8=.   

Commendation - (Geoff Foster - C0351) Solution: 1.g1R 2.Rg4+ Kh3 3.Rg1 Sf2#; 1.g1B 

2.Bf2+ Kh3 3.Bg1 Sg3#, 1.g1S 2.Sf3+ Kg3 3.Sg1 Sf2#. 

Commendation - (Dan Meinking - C0352) Solution: 4.h2+ Kf1! 5.h1Q+ Sg1! 6.Qh3+ Ke2 

7.Qg4+ Sf3 8.Qe6+ Se5 9.Qg4+ Kd3 10.Qd4+ Sxd4 11.Kd5 Sd7=.   

W________w 
[w4wdwdwd] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
[P0kdwdwd] 
[dpHPdwIn] 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw)wdnd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Dan Meinking  

pser.h#6 b) Kg5f3 (5+8) 
Black King in check 

W________w 
[BHQiwdwd] 
[dw0wdpdw] 
[RdPdw)wd] 
[dRdw)Pdw] 
[w)wdK)w0] 
[dwdwGwdw] 
[w)wdw)pd] 
[dwHwdwdb] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Zoran Sibinović 

ser.h#114              (16+6) 

Commendation - (Dan Meinking - 

C0336) Solution: a) 1.Kc7! 2.Bh3 3.Rg4+ 

Kf5 4.Rg7+ Ke5 5.Bc8 6.Rd7 Se6#, b) 

1.Kxc5! 2.Rh4 3.Bg4+ Ke4 4.Be2+ Ke5 

5.Rb4 6.Bc4 d4#.   

Commendation - (Zoran Slibinović - 

C0343) Solution: 1.Kxc8 17.Kxb2 

20.Kxb5 39.Kxb8 57.Kc4 59.Kxa6 61.Kc4 

80.Kxa8 99.Kc4 101.Kxc6 102.Kd7 

104.cxb7 107.bxc1B 109.Bxe5 110.Bxf6 

111.Bd8 113.Kf6 114.Be7 Bd4#. 

Many thanks to Rauf for undertaking this difficult  judging task. Please send anticipation claims 

to Radovan Tomašević by April  1, 2012. 
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Recently Honored US Compositions 

  

All  solutions and comments have been obtained from magazines which originally published the 

awards, or from awarded composers. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdkdPdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dKdwdwdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdRdBdwd] 
[dNdwiwdw] 
[wdwdwdpG] 
[dpIwdp)w] 
[w)wdwHwd] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw1] 
[dwdwdpdk] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw)Ph] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R1 Victor Aberman 
1st Special HM 
2nd Fide World Cup 2011 

Win                         (4+3) 

R2 Rauf Aliovsadzade 
& Victor Aberman, HM 
Kapustin-55JT 2011 

#3Õ                         (8+6) h#3                         (3+4) 
b) Pf5f6, c) Sh2g3 

R3 Victor Aberman 
3rd Pr. For miniatures 
Derevchuk-50JT 2011 

R4 Victor Aberman 
8th Honorable Mention 
Dragoescu-MT 2011 W________w 

[wdwdwHwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwiwdwdw] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
[wdrdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

h#3        3 sols.       (3+3) 

R1 1.Kb4! {1.h4? Kd6 2.h5 Kxe6 3.h6 Kf6 4.g5+ Kg6 5.Kb4 (5.Kc3 c5! =) 5…d4! =}  1…Kd6 

2.e7! Kxe7 (2…c5+ 3.Kb5 Kxe7 4.Kxc5 +-) 3.Kc5 c6 (3…Ke6 4.h4 Ke5 5.h5 d4 6.h6 +-) 

4.h4! { 4.g5? Kf7! (4…Ke6? 5.h4 Kf5 6.Kd4 zz BTM +-) 5.h4 Kg6 zz WTM =}  4…Kf6 

5.Kd4! (5.g5+? Kg6! zz  WTM =; 5.h5? Kg5 zz  WTM =) I.  5…Ke6 6.h5 Kf6 7.h6 Kg6 8.g5 

Kh7 9.Ke5 Kg6 10.Ke6 d4 11.h7 Kxh7  12.Kf7 d3 13.g6+ Kh6 14.g7 d2 15.g8=Q d1=Q 

16.Qg6#, II. 5…Kg6 6.Ke5 {6.h5+? Kh6! zz WTM (6…Kg5? 7.Ke5 zz BTM +-) 7.Ke5 Kg5 

8.h6 Kxh6 9.Kf6 Kh7 10.Kf7 Kh6 =}  6…Kh6 7.Kf6 d4 8.g5+ Kh5 9.g6 d3 10.g7 d2 11.g8=Q 

d1=Q 12.Qg5#. A Pawn miniature with precise play, echo-mates in the main line, and mutual 

zugzwangs in tries. 

R2 1.Sc7? ~ 2.Be7 ~ 3.Rc5#, or 2.Bxg4 ~ 3.Re6#, 1...Bc2  2.Be7 ~ 3.Rc5#; 2...Be4 3.Sxg4#, 

1...Bf6 2.Bxg4 ~ 3.Re6#, 1...Be2!; 1.Sd4! ~ 2.Be7 ~ 3.Rc5#, or 2.Bc4 ~ 3.Re6#, or 2.Rc5+ Kd6 

3.Se4#, 1...Bc2  2.Be7 ~ 3.Rc5#; 2...Be4 3.Sxg4#, 1...Bf6 2.Bc4 ~ 3.Re6#, 1...Be2  2.Rc5+ Kd6 

3.Se4# Kuzhaev theme (Fleck plus exactly one move to accommodate all threats).  The 

thematic try 1.Sc7 fails to provide a third threat!  

R3 a) 1.Kg5 g3 2.Qh5! Kg7   3.Sg4 f4#, b) 1.Kg6 f4! 2.Sf3 g4 3.Sg5 f5#, c) 1.Kg4 Kf7 2.Qh4 

Kg6 3.f4 f3# 

R4 1.Rc4 Sc3 2.Be5 Kd2 3.Kd4 Se6#, 1.Rd2+ Kc3 2.Rd5 Sd4 3.Bd6 Sd7#, 1.Bc7 Sg3 2.Kd6 

Kd4 3.Rc6 Sf5# 

W________w 
[qdwdwdR4] 
[0wdkgndw] 
[Kdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwdrdw] 
[w0wdp!wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R5 Mike Prcic 
2nd Honorable Mention 
Problem Paradise 2008 

h#2       4 sols.      (3+10) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdwdRd] 
[ipdwdwdR] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R6 Rauf Aliovsadzade                                                       
3rd-4th Honorable Mention 
Seven Chess Notes 2009 

#6                            (4+3) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdK0k] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwdwdw)P] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R7 Rauf Aliovsadzade                                                       
Special Prize 
Seven Chess Notes 2009 

#8                           (4+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0pIwdpd] 
[dpdwdpdk] 
[w)kdwGwH] 
[dwdRdRdP] 
[w)PdwdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R8 Rauf Aliovsadzade 
Special Commendation 
M.Kostylev-50JT 2010 

Left:#4                    (5+4) 
Right:#5                  (5+3) 

R5 First set of solutions: 1.Kc6 Rd8 2.Kc5 (bivalve) Qc1#, 1.Ke6 Qg3 2.Kf6 (bivalve) Rxg6#. Second set 

of solutions: 1.Qd8 Qxe4 2.Kc8 Qb7#, 1.Qe8 Kb7 2.Kd8 Qc7# Chameleon-echo. HOTF. 
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R6 1.Rh5? (2.Ra5#) b2#!; 1.Rc3! Ka4 2.Rc5 b2+ 3.Kxa2 b1Q+ 4.Kxb1 Kb3 5.b5 Ka3 6.Rc3#, 

(4...Ka3 5.Kc2 Ka4 6.Ra5#). Berlin and Kozhakin themes combined. 

R7 1.Kf8! g6 2.Kf7! gxh5 3.g6+ Kxh6 4.Kf6! h4 5.g7 Kh7 6.Kf7! Kh6 7.g8Q Kh5 8.Qg6#.  

R8 Left: 1.Kxc6 Kxb4 2.Kd5 Ka4 3.Ra3+ Kb4 4.c3#. Right:1.Rg3! g5 2.Bxg5 f4 3.Cxf4 Kxh4 

4.Rg6 Kh5 5.Rh6#. Letter problems. 

w________w 
[wdwdkdw4] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw)w$] 
[dwdwdw0P] 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R9 Rauf Aliovsadzade 
Sp. Honorable Mention 
'Sem Shakhmat. Not' ‘09 

h=2½                      (4+3) 
Monochrome 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
[wdwdwIwi] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw)Rd] 
[!wdwGwdw] 
[whBdNdwH] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdpdwdPd] 
[0b0pdwdw] 
[pdn0wdwd] 
[4kdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdNGwdP] 
[wdwdkdw)] 
[!wdwdwdw] 
[bdNdwdwd] 
[gRdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

R10 Steven B. Dowd 
Commendation 
Springaren WT 2009-10 

s#11                      (10+4) 

R11 Steven B. Dowd & 
Henry Tanner, 3rd Prize 
Springaren 2009 

s#13                        (9+2) 

R12 Steven B. Dowd & 
Mirko Degenkolbe, 3rd Pri. 
Probleemblad 2006 

h#10½                  (2+12) 

R9 0...hxg6 e.p. 1.0-0 Kg5 2.Rxf6 Kxf6=.  Vallodao-task with a part of thematic moves made 

in retro-play (Rh6 promoted). 

R10 1.Qe3+! Kf5 2.Qh3+ Ke4 3.Bh2+ Be5 4.Rb4+ Bc4 5.Ra4! (tempo) a5 6.Sb4+ Bd5 7.Sc6+ 

Bc4 8.Sd4+ Bd5 9.Se6+ Bd4 10.Bc6 Bxc6 11.Qf5+ Kxf5# 

R11 1.f5! Kh5 2.Sf4+ Kh6 3.Se6+ Kh5 4.Rh4+ Kxh4 5.Bf2+ Kh5 6.Rg5+ Kh6 7.Qf8+ Kh7 

8.Rg7+ Kh6 9.Re7+ Kh5 10.Bd1+ Sxd1 11.Qf7+ Kh6 12.Be3+ Sxe3 13.Sg4+ Sxg4# Black 

minimal. 

R12 1…g5 2.e6 g6 3.e5 g7 4.e4 g8B 5.e3 Bxc4 6.Sd4+ Bxb3 7.Se2 Bxa2+ 8.Kb2+ Bb1 9.Sc1 

Bxd3 10.Ka2 Kc2 11.Se2 Bc4# 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpip] 
[wdwdw0w0] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdp)] 
[dpdwdp)w] 
[p)wdw)wG] 
[IwdwdwGr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdpdw] 
[w)wdp)wd] 
[GPdwdw0w] 
[w)wdwdpi] 
[dPdw0w0w] 
[wdwdPdPd] 
[dwdwdBdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rhb1kgn4] 
[dw0p0wdw] 
[wdwdwdp$] 
[0wdwdQdB] 
[wdwdP0P0] 
[dwIwdwHw] 
[P)P)w)w)] 
[$NGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rhb1rgnd] 
[0p0piB0p] 
[w$wdp0wG] 
[dwdwdwdQ] 
[wdwdPdKd] 
[dPdwdNdw] 
[PdP)w)P)] 
[$Ndwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R13 Steven B. Dowd & 
Marko Ylijoki, Comm. 
Probleemblad 2006 

h#14½*                 (8+10) 

R14 S.Dowd, M.Degenkolbe 
& R. Wiehagen, Comm. 
Probleemblad 2006 

h#11  b) –Pg4        (10+8) 

R15 Gianni Donati 
2nd Prize 
Probleemblad 2001 

PG 16                 (16+15) 

R16 Gianni Donati 
Commendation 
Probleemblad 2001 

PG 17                 (16+16) 

R13 1.Rxh2 h5 2.Rxh5 Bh2 3.Rh4 gxh4 4.h5 Bd6 5.Kh6 Bf8#, 1…h5 2.Rxg1+ Bxg1 3.Kf8 

4.Ke7 5.Kd6 6.Ke5 7.Kxf5 8.Ke6 9.f5 10.f4 gxf4 11.f6 f5+ 12.Kf7 Be5 13.fxe5 f6 14.Kg8 f7+ 

15.Kh8 f8Q# 

R14 a) 1.Kh5 2.Kg6 3.Kxf6 4.Kg7 (Kg6?) 5.f5 6.f4 7.f3 exf3 8.e2 fxg4 9.e1B Bd3 10.Bxb4 

Bxb4 11.Kh6 Bf8#, b) 1.g4 2.Kg5 3.Kxf6 4.Kg5 5.f5 6.f4 7.f3 exf3 8.e2 fxh4 9.e1B Be2 

10.Bxb4 Bxb4 11.Kh4 Be7#. Echo mates. 

R15 1.e4 h5 2.Be2 h4 3.Bh5 Rh6 4.Qg4 Rg6 5.Se2 f5 6.Rg1 f4 7.Qf5 a5 8.g4 Ra6 9.Rg3 Raf6 

10.Rb3 Rf7 11.Sg3 Ra6 12.Ke2 b6 13.Rxb6 Ra8 14.Rh6 g6 15.Kd3 Rh7 16.Kc3 Rh8 The 

black Rooks get alternately pinned on e8-h5 diagonal. 

R16 1.e4 Sc6 2.Qh5 Se5 3.Ke2 Sg6 4.Kf3 f6 5.Kg4 Kf7 6.Sf3 Ke6 7.Bc4+ Kd6 8.Bf7 e6 9.Re1 

S8e7 10.Re3 Sc6 11.Rb3 Be7 12.Rb6 Re8 13.b3 Bf8 14.Bb2 Sge7 15.Bd4 Sg8 16.Be3 Ke7 

17.Bh6 Sb8 An interchange of squares between black Knights. Done without captures. 
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ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 

  

We are starting our 15th year. I would like to use this opportunity to thank our subscribers, 

solvers, composers, current and past editors and all others who have contributed to our success.  

     As always, we publish, without delay, all worthy compositions. A composer whose problem 

is being published will  receive an electronic copy (PDF) of our magazine. All  subscribers, 

judges and exchange people will  receive a paper copy. 

     Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2012 competition. Please send 

your originals to the individual editors. All  solutions and comments are due by 05/15/2012 and 

should be sent to the Solutions Editor. Solutions and comments are preferred by email, 

although regular mail solutions and comments will  be accepted as always. 

  

TWOMOVERS 
Editor: Aaron Hirschenson, Judge: John Rice 

  

We open the New Year with two miniatures. T0767 by Nikitin  has a good key, while T0768 by 

Robert demonstrated the Kuzhaev Theme with good tries. My joint with a newcomer Tibor 

Érsek shows change of functions between threat and mate, with self-blocks. Another 

newcomer, Linden Lyons, presents a classic twomovers with three mates after line closings. 

     Dr. Riner demonstrates LOWIT 2010 theme. There is a good reversal play in T0772 by 

Grigory followed by T0773, in which Robert shows an interesting idea with a couple of 

refutations and changed mates in play. 

     T0774 show a good battery play while Menachem shows dual avoidance with change 

motives between two refutations in tries and the defenses in play. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdkHwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdkdKd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw!wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[qdwdwdPd] 
[dP)PGk)Q] 
[wdNdwdwd] 
[dwdw0Kdw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[gwdwdwdn] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdQ0K] 
[wdwdwgPH] 
[dw4wdwip] 
[wdrdwdwH] 
[1wdwdp)B] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdbdwd] 
[dp!wdwdw] 
[w0wdwIpd] 
[hwdkdwHp] 
[Ndwdshwd] 
[drdPdwdB] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdRdwGw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[dwdw)pdw] 
[Rdw0k)wd] 
[dwdwHw)w] 
[wHRgwdKh] 
[dwGPdwdw] 
[wdwdQdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

T0767 Vladimir Nikitin 
Russia 

#2Õ                             (4+1) 

T0768 Robert Lincoln 
Little Egg Harbor, NJ 

#2ÕÕÕ                         (5+2) 

T0769 Tibor Érsek & 
Aaron Hieschenson 

Hungary/Israel 

#2ÕÕÕÕ                    (10+5) 

T0770 Linden Lyons 
Australia 

#2                              (7+10) 

T0771 Rainer Paslack 
Germany 

#2*Õ                             (8+9) 

T0772 Grigory Atayants 
Russia 

#2ÕÕ                         (11+6) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdbd] 
[dN0Ndwdp] 
[w0Pdwdw$] 
[dK0kdwdw] 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[dw$wdwgB] 
[whwdwdwd] 
[dwdwhrGw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhwdwdw] 
[BdwHwdpd] 
[dR0wdwdw] 
[wdw0Pdpd] 
[)wgk)wHw] 
[wdwdwdPh] 
[GK!wdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[)wdwdwdp] 
[Kdwdw$P!] 
[dNdp0wGw] 
[wdwdkdwH] 
[dwdw0w0r] 
[wdPdndwd] 
[dndB$b4w] 
w--------w 

T0773 Robert Philippe 
France 

#2*ÕÕ                        (9+10) 

T0774 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia 

#2*ÕÕ                        (11+8) 

T0775 Menachem Witztum 
Israel 

#2ÕÕÕ                     (11+11) 

SG55 (July - September) Solutions - TWOMOVERS 
  

Comments from:  Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and Jeremy Morse (JM) 

  

T0752 (Velikhanov) 1.Sf3? (2.Qg5#), 1...Kf6 2.Qf8#, 1...Kg4!; 1.Sg2! (zz), 1...Kf6 2.Rf3#, 

1...Kg4 2.Qxg6#, 1...g5 2.Qe6#, 1...e4 2.Qf4#.  The key looks weaker than the try, but it covers 

the flight on g4 (JM). 

T0753 (Bantush) 1...c4 2.Sb4#, 1.Sd2? (2.Qe4#),  1,,,c4 2.Qxc4#, 1...Bd4!, 1.Sa5? (2.Qc4#), 

1...Bd4 2.Qc6#, 1...Ba2!, 1.Sf2? (2.Qe4#), 1...c4 2.Qb5#, 1...Bxc2!; 1.Se5! (2.Qc6#), 1...Rc8 

Qd7#, 1...Rd6 2.Qc4/e4#.  Crude,  random try leads to elegant threat correction (JM). 

T0754 (Hirschenson/Einat/Stojnić) 1.Qh2? (2.Sg5#), 1...Bxf6 2.Sf4#, 1...Qxf6 2.Qxd6#, 

1...Qe7 2.Rxe7#, 1...Rxd5!, 1.Rf7? (2.Sf4#), 1...Rxd5 2.Bf5#, 1...Be5 2.Sg5#, 1...Qe7 2.Rxe7#, 

1...Qxf6[b]!; 1.Qc4! (2.Bf5#), 1...Rxd5 2.Sg5, 1...Qxf6[b] 2.Sf4[B]#. A good try problem (RL), 

Two-fold Dombrovskis (JM). 

T0755 (Guida) 1.Kxe4 2.Rxe3#, 1.e5? (2.Qh7/Bf5#), 1...Ke4 2.Rxe3#, 1...Bc8!, 1.cxd4? 

(2.Rxe3#), 1...Kxe4 2.Qh7#, 1...Rc3!; 1.Sxd4! (2.Rxe3#), 1...Kxe4 2.Bf5#.  Only one variation 

after the key (JM). 

T0756 (Retter) a) 1.Sg7! Ke5 2.Bb2#, 1...Kc5 2.d4#, 1.Kc3 2.Se6#; b) 1.c4! Ke5 2.d4#, 

1...Kc5 2.Se6#, 1...Kc3 2. Bb2#. 

T0757 (Guida) 1.gxf5? (2.Qh2/Qb2#), 1...Sxf5 2.Sg4#, 1...dxe6/Rxe7!, 1.Sc2/Sd1/Sf1? 

(2.d4/exf5#) dxe6/Rxe7!, 1.Sg2? (2.d4/exf5#) dxe6 2.Qb2#, 1...Rxe7!, 1.Sd5? (2.exf5#), 

1...dxe6 2.Qb2#, 1...Rxe7 2.Qh2#, 1...Sxg4!; 1.Sxf5! (2.d4#), 1...dxe6 2.Qh2#, 1...Rxe7 

2.Qb2#, 1...c5 2.Qd5#.  Sorry, I can see only two good tries: 1.Sg2 and 1.Sd5 (WS), White must 

control the bKôs potential star-flights (JM). 

T0751 (From SG54) The author corrected an illegal position. The new setting is: wKb7 Qb4 

Rd3-d6 Bd5-g5 Sd2-h6 Pc5-e2-e6-g3 (12), bKe5 Qf4 Rc1-f6 Bd1 Sb6-h3 Pc3-d7-f2-g4-g6 

(12). Solution: 1...Qe3[a] 2.Rxe3#[A], 1.e4? (2.Qd4#),  1…Sc4[b] 2.Sxc4#[B], 1…Qxe4 

2.Qxe4#, 1…Qe3[a]!; 1.Se4? (2Qd4#), 1…Qe3[a] 2.Bxf6#[C], 1…Qxe4 2.Qxe4#, 1…Sc4[b]!; 

1.Be4! (2.Qd4#), 1…Qe3[a] 2.Sxg4#[D], 1…Sc4[b] 2.R3d5#[E], 1…Qxe4+ 2.Qxe4#. 

  

THREEMOVERS 
Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Rudolf Larin 

  

A warm welcome to two newcomers: Alexander Nikolichev and Sergey Khachaturov! Sergey 

is composing again after a long hiatus. His M1045 shows Banny theme with two beautiful 

thematic variations. I hope he'll send us more originals. 

      Our contributor from Chicago, Geoffrey, in his M1041 manages to create four tries with 

different refutations plus three variations in play with meager means. The two Leonids' original 

is a tremendous task.  
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In general, all originals, even the miniatures, are rich in variations. So, happy solving! 

     I'm low on originals, so don’t hesitate to send them to me for this year's competition. 

(Please, no miniatures for now--I have a good supply of them.) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dQdwdwdw] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdkdKdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
w--------w 
 

M1037 Vladimir Shmatov 
Russia 

#3ãã                           (4+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwIw] 
[wdwdwdwG] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wHwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw!w] 
w--------w 

M1038 Kenan Velikhanov 
Azerbaijan 

#3ã                              (4+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwHwdw] 
[wGwdpdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
w--------w 

M1039 Kenan Velikhanov 
Azerbaijan 

#3*                              (4+2) 

w________w 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwHwd] 
[dwdQdKdw] 
w--------w 

M1040 Vladimir Kozhakin 
Russia 

#3ãã                           (5+2) 

w________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dN0wgwdw] 
[wdPdwGwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
w--------w 

M1041 Geoffrey Caveney 
Chicago, IL 

#3ãããã                       (5+4) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdb$] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdwdw)P] 
[wdwiNdwd] 
[)wdwdwHw] 
[B)pdwIwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

M1042 Alexander Nikolichev 
Russia 

#3                             (10+4) 

w________w 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdndpdw0] 
[dwdpiw0w] 
[RdwdphPd] 
[Iw)wdw0w] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdRdw] 
w--------w 

M1043 Kenan Velikhanov 
Azerbaijan 

#3                                (7+9) 

w________w 
[wdwdBdwh] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
[wdw$NIwd] 
[dwdp0w)w] 
[wdw0k)p0] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
[wdPdwdwH] 
[1wdwdwGb] 
w--------w 

M1044 Leonid Lyubashevsky 
& Leonid Makaronez, Israel 

#3                            (10+10) 

w________w 
[wdwGwdwd] 
[0wdwdwhw] 
[w0wdPdwd] 
[dPdPiPdw] 
[w!wdBdpd] 
[dw0Pdwdp] 
[wdPhN$wd] 
[gw$wdwdK] 
w--------w 

M1045 Sergey Khachaturov 
Russia 

#3ãã                         (13+9) 

SG55 (July - September) Solutions - THREEMOVERS 
  

Comments from:  Bob Bua (BB), Ladislav Belcsak (LB) and Romuald Lazowski (RL) 

  

M0989 (Malyuk) 1.Ba3! (2.Qd6+ K~ 3.Qd3#), 1...Kc4 2.Qb4+ Kd5 3.Qe4#, 1...Kc3 2.Qb4+ 

Kc2 3.Qb2#. 

M0990 (Shanahan) a) 1.Qe6+? Kd4 2.Kd2 d5 3.Qg4#, 1...Kxd3!; 1.Qxd6! (zz) Ke4 2.Qc5 

Kxd3 3.Bc2#; b) 1.Qe6+? Kf3!; 1.Qc6! (zz) Kd4 2.Kd2 d5 3.Qa4#, 1...d5 2.Qf6! ~ 3.Qf4#; c) 

1.Qf5? d5 2.Ba6, 1...Kd4!; 1.Sb4! (zz) Kf4 2.Qf5+ Kg3/Ke3 3.Qf2/Sc2#; d) 1.Se1! (zz) Kf2 

2.Qf3+ Kxe1/Kg1 3.Qe2/Qf2#, 1...Kf4 2.Qd4+ Kf5/Kg3 3.Bg4/Qh4#; e) 1.Be2! Kd2 2.Qc4 

d5/Ke3 3.Qc1/Qf4#; f) 1.Kb4! (zz) Kd2 2.Qf3 d5 3.Qe2#.  Attractive twinning in miniature 

(RL). 
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M0991 (Shanahan) a) 1.Re1! Kd2 2.Sd1+ K~ 3.Se3#; b) 1.Ra1! Kd2 2.Kb1 Ke1 3.Kc2#.  In b) 

Whiteôs mating move is excellent (BB). 

M0992 (Nikitin) 1.Bb4! Ke2 2.Rc2+ Kd1/Kd3/Kf1 3.Sf2/Rd2/Rf2#, 1...Kd4 2.Sf2 Kxd5 

3.Rd6#. 

M0993 (Kozhakin) a) 1.Se4! (2.Qd5#) Kd3 2.Qb3+ Kd4 3.Qc3#, 1...e6 2.Qb4~/Ke5 3.Qc3/ 

Qc5#; b) 1.Se4? e6!; 1.Ke2! (zz) P~ 2.Kd2 3.Qd5#, 1...Kc3 2.Sd1+ Kc2/Kd4 3.Qb2/Qd5#. 

M0994 (Zamanov) 1.Rg4! (2.Bc3+ Kf5 3.Se7#) Kf5 2.Se7+ Ke5 3.Bc3#, 1...Sc8 2.Bc3+ Kf5 

3.Be4#, 1...Sb5 2.Re4+ Kd6/Kf5 3.Bf4/Se7#, 1...Bg1 2.Bf4+ Kf5 3.Se7#. 

M0995 (Kvyatkovskij) 1.Bf8! (2.Bc5+ Qxc5 3.Qxe4#) Qe6 2.Sb3+ Qxb3 3.Qxe4#, 1...Qg6 

2.Bg7+ Qxg7/Re5 3.Qxe4/Bxe5#, 1...Qh7 2.Bxb4 ~/Rc5 3.Qc3/Bxc5#.  Excellent Wurzburg 

Plachutta presentation (LB). 

M0996 (Kazimov) 1.Sb6! (2.Sc6+ bxc6/Rxc6 2.Sc4/Sd7#) f4 2.exf4+ Sxf4 3.Qxf4#, 1...Sgxe3 

2.Qh2+ Kd4/f4 3.Sb5/Qxf4#, 1...Rc2 2.Bxc2.  A pretty threat followed by a pretty model mate 

in one of the variations (LB). 

M0997 (Makaronez) 1...Bg3 2.fxg3, 1...g3 2.Kd3; 1.Qd3! (zz) Bg3 2.e3+ Kxf2 3.Qe2#, 1...g3 

2.Qa6 ~ 3.Qa1#  Change of play (1...Bf4+ 2.e3+ Kxf2 3.exf4#.) An improvement of a 

previously published threemover. 

M0998 (Marandyuk) 1.Kd2! (2.Sf5[C] & 3.Qxd3#[A] ; 2...Rxd5[a] 3.Sg5#[B]), 1...Bg6 

2.Bb2[D]  (3.Sg5#[B]) Rxd5[a] 3.Qxd3#[A], 1...c6 2.Qxd3+[A]  Kxd5 3.Sf5#[C], 1...c5 

2.Sg5+[B] Kxd4 3.Bb2#[D] Another nice modern threemover by this fine composer. 

M0999 (Simadhinata) 1.d3! (2.Rb5+ Bc5 3.Qd7#), 1…Rxd3 2.fxg8Q+ Qxg8 3.Sf4#, 1...Rxd4 

2.Se3+ Rxe3 3.fxg8Q#, 1...Qg4 2.Sf4+ R(any)xf4 3.Se3#, 1...Bxb4 2.Sxb4+ Kxd4 3.Rc4#, 

1...Bc5 2.Qd7+ Bd6 3.Rb5#.  Terrific third-pin used to show a cycle of second and third moves 

(LB), Good variety (RL). 

M1000 (Rudenko/Chepizhny) 1.Sf6! (2.Rf4+ gxf4 3.e4#), 1…R5xd5 2.Qc1 ~/Rxd4 

3.e4/exd4#, 1...R8xd5 2.Sd7 ~ 3.Se5#, 1...Sxd5 2.Kxg5 ~ 3.Rf4#  Shiffmann defense.  Tough 

key (BB). 

Moremovers & Studies 
Moremovers Editor: Richard Becker, Studies Editor: Franjo Vrabec 

Judges, Moremovers: Mike Prcic, Studies: Iuri Akobia 

  

Moremovers. Ramutis Juozenas supplies our opening miniature, in which the expected 

chameleon echoes are supplemented with two other mates. Leonid Makaronez continues to 

evince constructional mastery with his latest four-mover. The next two problems are both 

miniatures, yet they have satisfying strategic depth. 

     We welcome Zalmen Kornin to the moremover section. His seven-mover may confuse some 

solvers until they remember that Knights cannot lose a tempo. The eight-mover has a lengthy 

foreplan with many sacrifices.   

     We have two problems from Baldur Kozdon, and both have recognizably "Kozdonian" 

features. The first one employs the so-called "windmill  battery", and the second shows an 

elegant duel of the Queens. Our last moremover is a humorous affair despite the mass 

annihilation of many brave volunteers who step forward in the cause of checkmate.  

Studies. E0214 is a correction of E0182 (SG49), which was cooked. In E0215, in order to 

protect their monarch, black pieces surround him but at the same time build a prison for him. 

E0216 seems short on tactics, but the not-so-easy-to-see final position, with a mutual 

zugzwang, makes the solving difficult . Finally, Raša’s entry is a classical duel between the 

Knight and the Rook, with good tries and a precise play. This is his first study in StrateGems 

and we wish him a warm welcome! 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
[wdwiwGwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dQdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[whwdwdwd] 
[db0w$pdw] 
[wgwdwdpd] 
[dwdp$wdw] 
[w4wHPiwd] 
[dPdw0P0p] 
[wdQdPdPd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdBdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw)ndwd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dwdwdKdk] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[RdwdwIwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw4w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw0wd] 
[0wIw0Pdw] 
[Ndwdwdwd] 
[Hkdw0wdw] 
[wdwdPdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[nhwdwdw4] 
[IBdbdwdw] 
[wdw$pdwd] 
[Hwdp$wGp] 
[wdwdPdk0] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
[pdwdw0P)] 
[dwdwdrdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[KdwdwdNi] 
[dpdwdw$w] 
[bdndwGw0] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdn4] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw1kdwd] 
[dQdwdwdw] 
[wdKdw0Nd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdwdnI] 
[dndwgBHN] 
[wdwdw0Pi] 
[drdwdpdw] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[R)P)P)Pd] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

M1046 Ramutis Juozenas 
Lithuania 

W________w 
[w1whwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[!wdw0wdw] 
[phkdwdNd] 
[dwdwdKdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0w$wdw] 
[NdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[dwhwdbdw] 
[pdwiw)w)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

#4                                (4+3) 

M1047 Leonid Makaronez 
Israel 

#4                            (10+12) 

M1048 Vladimir Nikitin 
Russia 

#5                                (4+3) 

M1049 Richard Becker 
Oregon City, OR 

#6                                (4+2) 

M1050 Zalmen Kornin 
Brazil 

#7ÕÕ                            (6+5) 

M1051 Valery Kirillov &  
Grigory Popov, Russia 

#8                            (10+12) 

M1052 Baldur Kozdon 
Germany 

#9                               (4+10) 

M1053 Baldur Kozdon 
Germany 

#10                               (4+3) 

M1054 Grigory Popov 
& Ioannis Kalkavouras 

Russia/Greece 

#12                         (13+10) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwHw)wdw] 
[K0wdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dkdndwdw] 
w--------w 

E0214 Franjo Vrabec 
Sweden 

Draw                           (3+4) 

E0215 Peter Krug 
Austria 

Win                             (5+6) 

E0216 Peter Krug 
Austria 

Draw                           (6+5) 
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W________w 
[Ndwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[r0wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdPIP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w Win                             (5+3) 

E0217 Radovan Tomašević 
Serbia 

SG55 (July-September) Solutions – 
MOREMOVERS & STUDIES 

  

Comments from:  Romuald Lazowski (RL) and Wilfried 

Seehofer (WS) 

  

M1001 (Onkoud) 1.Qd4! (2.Qd5#) Bxf6 2.Qc4+ Kxe5 3.Sf7+ 

Kf5 4.Qe4#; 2...Kd7 3.Qc8+ Ke7 4.Qe8#; 2...Ke7 3.Qf7+ Kd8 

4.Bxf6#, 1...Bxd6 2.Qg4+ Kxe5 3.Sd7+ Kd5 4.Qe4#, 2...Kf7 

3.Qg8+ Ke7 4.Qe8#, 2...Ke7 3.Qd7+ Kf8 4.Bxd6#. 

M1002 (Onkoud) 1.Rb7! (zz) e4 2.Qg8+ Kc6 3.Qb3 c4/d5 4/Qb5/Qb6#; 2...Ke5 3.Qg5+ Ke6 

4.Re7#, 1...Kc6 2.Qe4+ d5 3.Qh7 d4/c4 4.Qd7/Qc7#. Good key, but Black has no counter play 

(WS). 

M1003 (Fomichev/Sygurov) 1.Qh6! (2.Qxg7+) gxh6 2.Bf6+ Rxf6+ 3.Ke7+ Rd6 4.Rxd6#, 

1...Qxc5+ 2.Kc7+ Qd6+ 3.Rxd6+ Kxe4 4.Bd3#; 2...Qd5 3.Bc5+ Kxe4 4.Rxe3#, 1...Sxe4+ 

2.Ke6+ Sd6 3.Rxd6+ Kxc5 4.Rd5#.  Very good play in different variations (RL). 

M1004 (Ivanov) 1.Sg3! Kd5 2.Sf5 Ke6 3.c4 Kf6 4.Rg7 Ke6 5.Kg5 Ke5 6.Re7#. Nice miniature 

with a model mate at the end (WS). 

M1005 (Ivanov) 1.Ba2! Kd4 2.Kb4 Kd3 3.Bb1+ Kd2 4.Kb3 Kc1 5.Rd6 Kb1 6.Rd1#; 4...Kd1 

5.Kc3 Kc1 6.Re1#.  Too simple for SG (WS). 

M1006 (Makaronez) 1.Sb5+! axb5 2.Bc3+ Kxc5 3.Bb4+ Kd4 4.Bd6 g4 5.Sg5 Rxg5/Bxg5 

6.Qf4/Qe5#; 3...Kb6 4.Qb8+ Ka6 5.Bc5, 1...Ke4 2.Sd6+ Kd4 3.Sf7 g4 4.Shg5. 

M1007 (Stepochkin) 1.Kf2! g1Q+ 2.Kxg1 B~ 3.Sd2+ Ka1 4.Qxd4 Bd5 5.Sc4 Bxc4 6.dxc4 Kb1 

7.Qd1#.  A surprising key (RL). 

M1008 (Wenda) 1.Sb5! (2.Sxc7+ Rxc7 3.Ra8+ Rc8 4.Rxc8#) cxb5 2.Rxc3 g1Q 3.Sd6+ Kd8 

4.Sxf7+ Ke8 5.Sd6+ Kd8 6.Sb7+ Ke8 7.Re3+ Qxe3 8.Bh5#.  An interesting logical problem 

with a happy return of the wSb7 (WS). 

M1009 (Kirillov/Popov) 1.Bc6+! Kc4 2.Bxe4+ Kb5 3.Bc6+ Kc4 4.Be8+ Kd5 5.Bh5 Ke4 

6.Rc4+ Kd5 7.Rc7 Ke4 8.Sd6+ Kd5 9.Sb5 Ke4 10.Sd4 Kd5 11.Bxf3+ Kd6 12.Sb5#.  Good 

logical problem (RL), Good quiet moves, the best moremover in this issue! (WS). 

E0205 (Dore) 1.Kc2! (1.Kb3? Kc7 2.Kc4 Kxc6 3.d3 Kd6! =) 1...Kc7 2.Kd3 Kxc6 3.Ke4 

(3.Kc4? Kd6! =) 3...Kd6 4.Kf5 (4.d3? Ke6! 5.f4 exf4 =)  with: A) 4...Kd5 5.d3 (5.Kf6? e4! 

6.fxe4 Kxe4 7.Ke6 d3! -+) 5...Kd6 6.Kf6 (6.Ke4? Ke6! 7.f4  exf4 =) 6...Kd5 7.Ke7 Kc5 

8.Ke6! (8.Kf6? Kd6 9.Kf5 Kd5 =) 8...Kb4 9.Kxe5! (9. Kd5?  Kc3 10.Ke4 Kd2 11.Kxe5 Kxd3 

=) 9...Kc3 10.Ke4 +- (10.f4? Kxd3! =) or: B) 4...d3 5.Ke4 (5.Kf6? Kd5 6.Kf5 Kd4! =) 5...Ke6 

6.Kxd3 (6.Ke3? Kf5! 7.Kxd3 Kf4! =) 6...Kf5 7.Ke3 (7.Kc4? Kg5!! [7... Kf4? 8.Kd5! Kf5 9.d3 

Kf6 10.Kd6 Kf5 11.Ke7! +-] 8.Kd5 [8.Kc5 Kf4! 9.Kd5 Kf5 10.d3 Kg5! =) 8...Kf4 ! 9.d3 

(9.Ke6/d6 e4! =) 9...Kf5! (9...Kf4? 10.Kd6! +-) 10.Kd6 Kf6! =) 7...Kf6 8.Ke4 Ke6 9.d3! 

(9.Ke3? Kf5! =) 9...d6(f6) 10.d4(f4)! +- (10.f4(d4)? exf4(exd4)! 11.Kxf4(Kxd4) Kd5(Kf5)!).   

E0206 (Josten) 1.Sf7! Qe6+ (1...Qh4+ 2.Kg7 Qg4+ 3.Kf8 Qf5 4.Ke7 Kb4 5.Bd2+ Kb3 6.Qc3+ 

Ka2 7.Bc1 Qd7+ 8.Kf8 Qb7 9.Qc2+ +-, 1...Kb4 2.Qd6+ Ka4 3.Qd4+ Ka3 4.Bc1+ Kb3 5.Qb2+ 

Ka4 6.Qd4+ Kb3 7.Qb2+ Ka4 8.Qa2+ Kb4 9.Bd2+ Kc5 10.Be3+ Kb4 11.Qb2+ Ka4 12.Qc2+ 

Ka5 13.Qc5+ +-) 2.Kg7 Qg4+ (2...Ba6 3.Bd2 Ka4 4.Qa5+ Kb3 5.Qc3+ Ka2 6.Qc2+ Ka3 

7.Bc1+; 2...Bd7 3.Bd2 Ka4 4.Qc5 Qg4+ 5.Kf8 Qe4 6.Qa7+ Kb3 7.Qxd7 +-; 2...Ka6 3.Bd2 Qd7 

4.Qa5+ Kb7 5. Kf8 +-) 3. Kf8 Qf5 (3...Kb4 4.Bd2+ Kb3 5.Qc3+ Ka4 6.Sd6 +-; 3...Be6 4.Sd6+ 

Ka4 5.Qc2+ Bb3 6.Qe4+ +-) 4.Ke7 (4.Kg7 Qg4+ 5.Kf8 Qf5 6.Ke7) 4...Qe6+ (4...Kb4 5.Bd2+ 

Kb3 6.Qc3+ Ka2 7.Bc1 Qb5 8.Qc2+ +-) 5.Kd8 Ba6 (5...Kb4 6.Bd6+ Kb3 7.Qb8+) 6.Sd6+ Ka4 

(6...Kb4 7.Bd2+) 7.Qc2+ Qb3 (7...Ka3 8.Bc1+ Kb4 9.Qd2+ Kc5 10.Ba3+) 8.Qc6+ Bb5 

9.Qa8+ Kb4 10.Bd2+ +-. 

21 
E0207 (Allev)1.h6+! Kxh6 (1...Kg8 2.h7+ Kg7 3.h8Q+ Kxh8 4.Kf7 h1Q 5.g7+ Kh7 6.g8Q+) 

2.Kf8 (2.Kf7? h1Q 3.g7 Qxd5+) 2...h1Q 3.g7 (3.g5+? fxg5 4.g7 Qc1 5.g8Q [5.fxg5+ Qxg5] 

Qc8+ 6.Kf7 Qxf5+ 7.Ke7 gxf4 8.d6 f3=) 3...Qxd5 4.g5+! (4.g8S+? Qxg8+ 5.Kxg8 =) 4...fxg5 

5.g8S+! (5.g8Q?? Qxf5+) 5...Kh5 (5...Qxg8+ 6.Kxg8 gxf4 7.f6) 6.Sf6+ Kh6 7.Sxd5 +-. 

SELFMATES 
Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge:  s#2-3, n – Živko Janevski 

  

We start the New Year with twelve selfmates which have very different content. S0517, S0519, 

S0521, S0523 and S0527 are composed in strategic style. An interesting and unusual use of en 

passant is demonstrated in S0520. S0518 is a nice miniature by Kopyl. 

     In S0524, Black has scant material but it is not easy to find White’s play. Black minimal is 

also featured in S0525 and S0528. The question here is the degree of originality. The most 

difficult  entry is probably S0527 due to its complicated (and long) strategy.  

     I ask authors to inform me about the solving programs being used. There are some 

difficulties with moremovers in which the full  test, with well-known programs, is not possible. 

Please write C+g if  tested by “Gustav”. 

W________w 
[wdwHwdwd] 
[dPdwdw4B] 
[w0wdwdnd] 
[dwdkGwdw] 
[NdpdR0w$] 
[dw0wdw0w] 
[ndwdPdP0] 
[dQdwdKgr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[!wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwGwdw] 
[wdw1Bdwd] 
[Iwiwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhRdRdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdN] 
[wdwdkdNd] 
[dw0pGwdw] 
[wdn0w!P)] 
[dwdrgwdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw$wd] 
[dpdPdb!w] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[hwHwdk)B] 
[wdp0w0w)] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[ndwdP0p1] 
[dwdwgw4r] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdrdnI] 
[dwdw0Pdw] 
[wdwdP)k)] 
[dwdwdwhR] 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[dwGwHwdw] 
[wdwdwdRd] 
[gwdwdwdr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdBdwdw!] 
[dw$wdN$w] 
[wdwdPiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdPdwdwH] 
[0w)wdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdp0] 
[IwdwdwGr] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdQdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[)pdp$wdw] 
[wIwiwdNd] 
[)Bdpdwdp] 
[pdwhp0wd] 
[dwhwgqdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdQdpd] 
[dP)wdwip] 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[GBHwHwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwGwI] 
[dwdwdwdP] 
[w$wgwiNd] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwH] 
[dQdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

S0517 Givi Mosiashvili 
Georgia 

s#2                          (11+12) 

S0518 Valery  Kopyl 
Ukraine 

s#3                              (5+2) 

S0519 Leonid Lyubashevsky  
& Leonid Makaronez, Israel 

s#3                              (9+8) 

S0520 Mike Prcic 
Los Angeles, CA 

s#3*Õ                         (9+15) 

S0521 Zoran Gavrilovski 
Macedonia 

s#3                            (10+7) 

S0522 Zoran Gavrilovski 
Macedonia 

s#3                            (12+5) 

S0523 Alexander Pankratiev 
Russia 

s#3                             (8+13) 

S0524 Valery Kopyl &  
Genadi Koziura, Ukraine 

s#6                              (9+3) 

S0525 Milomir Babić  
Serbia 

s#7                              (8+2) 
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W________w 
[KdQdwdwd] 
[)wdwdPdb] 
[BdNiwdpd] 
[dwdwdw$w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wHw!wdwd] 
[dw4wdwdw] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
[wdwHPdwd] 
[Iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

S0526 Milomir Babić  
Serbia 

s#8                              (7+3) 

S0527 Stephan Dietrich 
Germany 

s#11                            (7+2) 

SG55 (July - September) Solutions - SELFMATES 
  

Comments from: Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF)                                             

  

S0499 (Jordan) 1.Bxd6? Sxd6!, 1.Bh6(Bg5)? Rxd7!, 1.Bg6?(Bh7) Rf8!; 1.Bf5! 

(2.Bxd6+/Bh6+/2.Bg5+), 1...Rxd7 2.Bxd6+ Se4#, 1...Rh8 2.Bh6+ Se4#, 1...Rg8 2.Bg5+ Se4# 

(1...Bc2 2.Sxe2+ Sxe2#)  Fleck theme.  White corrections after moves by the bR (CCF). 

S0500 (Navon) 1.Bxc3! (2.Qxd3+ Bxd3#), 1…Bxd6 2.b6+ Rb5#, 1…Bxc3 2.Qc5+ Rxc5#, 

1…Bd4 2.Qd5+ Rxd5#, 1…exd6 2.Ba5+ Bc3#.  Tricky battery play (CCF). 

S0501 (Fomichev/Selivanov) 1.Sg5? (2.Sd2+ cxd2 3.Qf2+), 1…g1B 2.Qf3+ Bf2 3.Qg2+, 

1…g1S 2.Bxd3+ Se2 3.Qf2+, 1…g1Q(R)!, 1.Sf4? (2.Sd2+ cxd2 3.Qf2+), 1…g1S 2.Bxd3+ Se2 

3.Qf2+, 1…g1Q 2.Rf2+ Qxf2 3.Qe1+, 1…g1B!; 1.Sg1! hxg1B 2.Qxf3+ Bf2 3.Qg2+ Kxg2#, 

1…hxg1S 2.Bxd3+ Se2 3.Qf2+ Kxf2#, 1…hxg1R (Rxg1) 2.Sd2+! cxd2 3.Qf2+ Kxf2#, 

1…hxg1Q 2.Rf2+ Qxf2 3.Qe1+ Qxe1#  Two Black AUWs on g1-square!  Nice problem (CCF). 

S0502 (Kopyl/Koziura) 1.Sd4! (2.Ba5+ Kc5 3.Qc8+ Bc7#), 1…Sxg6 2.Qb8+ Ke7 3.Bc5+ 

Bd6#, 1…fxg6 2.Qf8+ Ke5 3.Qf4+ Bxf4#, 1…Qxd4 2.Bxd4+ Kc7 3.Be5+ Bxe5#.  Good play 

after Black defenses to allow B/R battery to fire (CCF). 

S0503 (Pankratiev) 1.Sh3! (2.Sf4+[A]  Sxf4+ 3.Qc4+[B] Bxc4#), 1…Se5(Sb2)+ 2.Qc4+[B] 

Sxc4 3.Rxd6+[C] Sxd6#, 1…Qh2 2.Rxd6+[C] Qxd6 3.Qc6+[D] Qxc6#, 1…Saxb4 2.Qc6+[D] 

Sxc6 3.Sf4+[A]  Sxf4#  Cycle AB-BC-CD-DA.  Almost a cycle of moves (CCF). 

S0504 (Kopyl/Koziura) 1…Kd4 2.Qd8+ Kc4 3.Se3+ Sxe3#; 1.Rf5! Kb4 2.Qe7+ Kxa4(Kc4) 

3.Qa7(Qc7)+ Kb4 4.Qa5+ Kc4 5.Rc5+ Kd4 6.Rd5+ Kc4 7.Se3+ Sxe3#. (1...Kd4 2.Ra5 Kc4 

3.Rb5 Kd4 4.Qd8+ Kc4 5.Se3+ Sxe3#).  Whiteôs play is to place a guard on d4 (CCF). 

S0505 (Richter) a) 1.Bb3! Rg5 2.Bd1 Rg6 3.Qc5+ Sd5 4.Qc2+ Kf6 5.Qf2+ Sf4 6.Qb2+ Kf5 

7.Bxg4 Rxg4#; b) 1.exd4! Rg5 2.Re7 Rg6 3.Rf7 Rg5 4.Qe8 Rg6 5.Rf8 Rg5 6.Qh5 g6 7.Sxg6 

Rh5#.  Good twins with completely different solutions (WS), Two good lines of play and clever 

twinning (CCF). 

S0506 (Dietrich) 1.Be5! f5 2.Sd4 f4 3.Re2 Kc3 4.Sac2 Kd3 5.a3 Kc3 6.Ka2 Kd3 7.Sa1 Kc3 

8.Rc2+ Kd3 9.Rc1 Kd2 10.Qe2+ Kc1 11.Qe1+ Sd1 12.Qc3+ Sxc3#.  Very precise tempo-play 

(RL), Many surprising quiet moves. A hard nut for the solver (WS).  

S0507 (Selivanov) 1.Se8+! Kxh6 2.Qh4+ Rh5 3.Qf4+ Rg5 4.Rg7! Kh5 5.Sf6+ Kh6 6.Sd7! Kh5 

7.Rh7+ Kg6 8.Qe4+ Rf5 9.Qg2+ Rg5 10.Qc2+ Rf5 11.Qe4! Kg5 12.Qh4+ Kg6 13.Sf8+ Rxf8#  

Graphic miniature.  Difficult sequence to work out (CCF). 

S0508 (Linss) 1.Qb8+! Kf7 2.Qf8+ Ke6 3.Qd6+ Kf7 4.Sg5+ Ke8 5.Qc6+ Kd8 6.Bb6+ Ke7 

7.Qe6+ Kf8 8.Qf6+ Ke8 9.Bg6+ Kd7 10.Bf5+ Ke8 11.Qe5+ Kf8 12.Sh7+ Kf7 13.Qg7+ Ke8 

14.Qg8+ Ke7 15.Bc5+ Qd6 16.Qe6+ Kd8 17.Qc8+ Ke7 18.Qc7+ Ke8 19.Bg6+ Qxg6 20.Qc8+ 

Kf7 21.Qg8+ Qxg8#, 1…Kd7 2.Sf8+ Kc6 3.Qd6+ Kb7 4.Ba6+ Ka8 5.Qc6+ Kb8 6.Qb6+ Ka8 

7.Bb7+ Kb8 8.Bd5+ Kc8 9.Qb7+ Kd8 10.Se6+ Ke8  11.Qc8+ Kf7 12.Qg8+ Kf6 13.Qg5+ Kf7 

14.Sd4+ Ke8 15.Bc6+ Kf7  16.Qe7+ Kg6 17.Be8+ Kh6 18.Qh4+ Qh5 19.Qf4+ Qg5 20.Sf3 

Qxf4 21.Bf8+ Qxf8#.  A good moremover (RL), The difficult key gives two flight squares. 

Incredible variants! (WS). 
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HELPMATES 

Editor:  Nikola Stolev 

Judges: TBD  (h#2),  TBD (h#3) and TBD (h#n) 

  

We welcome four newcomers to our section: Dimitry Grinchenko, Aleksandr Nikolichev, 

Tichomir Hernadi and StrateGems Solving Editor Danny Dunn. 

     Twomovers continue to dominate our helpmate section. The predictions of their doom have 

not materialized yet.  

     We start with two minis followed by Dimitry’s H1674, where wQ and wB combine for five 

mates. Piet’s H1676 features some nifty line openings, while our rising helpmate star, Ricardo 

Vieira, sacs two black pieces in order to facilitate a mate. A nice Zilahi in H1681—good line 

closings in H1682. 

     Danny’s super mini features two minor-piece promotions and exchange of functions between 

white Rook and Bishop. Good start, Danny! 

     The rest of the threemovers show various thematic ideas. Nice pinning with exchange of 

functions in Petre’s H1691. Chris shows some good unpinning moves by the white King, while 

Francesco’s choice of the white Rook’s unpin depends on the twin. 

     As always, the moremovers are quite challenging. It should be fun solving them. 

W________w 
[wdrdwdwd] 
[dw)wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdkdwdwd] 
[drdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1672 Aleksandr Tsaplin 
Ukraine 

h#2        2 solutions      (2+3) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdkd] 
[dwdwdbdw]  
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dKdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dQGBdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1673 Andrew Kalotay           
New York, NY 

h#2*                             (5+2)  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[wdw0wdwd]  
[!wdwdwdw]  
[Bdkdwdwd]  
[dwdn1wdw]  
[wdwdpdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1674 Dimitry Grinchenko       
Ukraine 

h#2       5 solutions      (3+5) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdwdNd]  
[dwdqdwhk]  
[wdwdw$pd]  
[dwdwdpdw] 
[w!wdwIwd] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1675 Aleksandr Pankratyev  
& Mihail Gershinski 

Russia/Ukraine 

h#2      3 solutions       (4+7) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdw1wdp] 
[w$wgwiwd]  
[dw0wdpdw]  
[wdwHwdPd] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1676 Piet Pascale    
France 

h#2       2 solutions      (5+6) 

W________w 
[wdbdwdwd] 
[hR4pdwdw] 
[wdRdwdwd]  
[dw)w)Bdw]  
[wdkdwdwd]  
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1677 Nikolai Kuligin 
& Roman Zalokotsky 

Ukraine 

h#2*      2 solutions      (6+5) 

Notice  to  our  subscribers . Subscriptions  for  the  year  2012  
are due  now . If  you  have not  mailed  your  check,  please do it  
as soon  as possible  in  order  to avoid  delay  in  receiving  your  
next  copy  of StrateGems .  
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[wdwhw0wd]  
[dwdwdkdw] 
[w4wdwdwd]  
[dwdwhw0w] 
[wdpdwHwd] 
[IQ4wdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1678 Jozef Ložek            
Slovakia 

h#2       2 solutions      (4+8) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwIwdw] 
[wHkdwdw0] 
[Gpdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdw4]  
[dwdwdwdr] 
[wdndwdw0] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1679 Ricardo de Mattos Vieira     
Brasil 

h#2      2 solutions       (4+8) 

W________w 
[rdndwdwd] 
[4pdwdwdw] 
[wdwGwdwd] 
[dp$wdwdw]  
[kdbdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdq]  
[wdpdpdwd] 
[dwgwdwIw] 
w--------w 

H1680 Nikolay Kuligin                        
Ukraine                               

h#2     2 solutions      (3+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpgkdw]  
[wdw0wdph] 
[dw0Pdwdw]  
[pdw0wdwh] 
[dBdKHwdw] 
w--------w 

H1681 Victor Lukyanov 
Russia 

h#2     b) Kf5e5      (5+10) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0ndwd] 
[$bdkdwdw]  
[w4w0w)wd] 
[dP0wdPdw]  
[wdwdw1wg] 
[dKdwdw!r] 
w--------w 

H1682 Islam Kazimov 
Azerbaijan 

h#2      2 solutions      (6+10) 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[db0k0wHn] 
[n0wdwdpd] 
[dwdwdw)w]  
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdw$wdK]  
[wdw4qdBd] 
[dwdrgw!w] 
w--------w 

H1683 Menachem Witztum    
Israel 

h#2       b) wBe7        (6+13) 

W________w 
[wIwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdw0w] 
[PdPdw0Pd]  
[dRdwdBdw] 
[wdpiwGwd]  
[hrdwdwgn] 
[qdRdwdw4] 
[dwdwdwdb] 
w--------w 

H1684 Aaron Hirschenson    
Israel 

h#2      2 solutions     (8+12) 

W________w 
[bgw1BGwd] 
[dwdw4wdw] 
[wdwhwdp0]  
[0Pdwdwdw] 
[NiwdwdK$]  
[4wdwdp)P] 
[wdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1685 Menachem Witztum                
Israel 

h#2       2 solutions     (9+11) 

H1686 Israel Tzur           
Israel 

h#2      2 solutions     (6+14) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw]  
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwGwdwdw]  
[wdwdR0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1687 Danny Dunn 
Ft. Worth, TX 

h#3      b) Re2d7     (3+2) 

W________w 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwiwdwd]  
[dwdrdPdw] 
[wdwdwdNd]  
[dwdwHwdw] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1688 Aleksandr Nikolichev              
Russia 

h#3      2 solutions       (4+3) 

H1689 Robert J. Bales Jr.   
Broadview, IL 

h#3      2 solutions       (4+3) 

W________w 
[bgwdwdwd] 
[0qdr0pdw] 
[p0w4nhwd] 
[dPdQdPdw]  
[wdwdwdwH] 
[dwdwiwdp]  
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwHwdw] 
[wdK$riwd]  
[dwdndwdw] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 
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W________w 
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdndp] 
[wdwdwkPd]  
[dwdwdpdP] 
[wdw)w0wd] 
[Gwdwgwdw] 
w--------w 

H1690 Aleksandr Pankratiev  
& Mihail Gershinski 

Russia/Ukraine 

h#3         b) wRa1        (5+6) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0pdw] 
[wdw1w4wd]  
[0pdw0wdB] 
[wdk4wdwd]  
[dbdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwI] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
w--------w 

H1691 Petre Stojoski     
Macedonia 

h#3      2 solutions      (3+11) 

W________w 
[rdw$wdKd] 
[0wdp1pdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dpdkdwdw] 
[wdwdbdwd]  
[Hw0wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdBd] 
[dwdwdw4w] 
w--------w 

H1692 Christopher Jones 
England 

h#3     b) Sa3a4     (4+10) 

W________w 
[bdw4wdNd] 
[1w0wdwdw] 
[wdRdpdk0]  
[dwdw)wdw] 
[wdwdwdNd]  
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

H1693 Francesco Simoni           
Italy 

h#3      b) Pc7e7      (5+9) 

W________w 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[4wdwdw4w] 
[wdwiwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwHwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1694 Eligiusz Zimmer     
Poland 

h#4       2 solutions      (2+3) 

W________w 
[wdwdwhwG] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdndwdw] 
[wdw)wdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1695 Henk Weenink       
Holand 

h#5        2 solutions     (3+3) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[ibdrdwdw] 
[wdB0wdwd]  
[dwdwdw0w]  
[qdwdwdwd]  
[dw0wdwgp] 
[wdrdwdw0] 
[dwdwhwdK] 
w--------w 

H1696 Tichomir Hernadi        
Slovakia 

h#7½                          (2+12) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwh] 
[Ip4r0wdw] 
[w0wdpdwd]  
[dw1wdwdw]  
[wdpdw0wd] 
[0wdBdndw] 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1697 Fadil Abdurahmanović  
& Zlatko Mihajloski 
Bosnia/Macedonia 

h#7½                          (2+13) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
[pdw)wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

H1698 Aleksandr Pankratiev                     
Russia 

h#8                              (2+3) 

SG55 (July-September) Solutions – HELPMATES 
  

Comments from:  Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Ryan McCracken (RM), 

Radovan Tomašević (RT), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Jeremy Morse (JM) and C. C. Frankiss 

(CCF) 

  

H1618 (Bales) a) 1.Kg3 Ke2 2.Kg2 Rg1#, b) 1.Ra5 Rg1 2.Rh5 Ra4#, c) 1.Rg2 Rxa7 2.Rg8 

Rxh3#.  Rather straightforward (CCF). 

H1619 (Tsaplin) 1.Kd7 a8Q 2.Rac6 Qd8#, 1.Kb7 e8Q 2.Rec6 Qb8#.  Lovely construction 

(RL), Mates are too similar (RM), Very straightforward (CCF). 

H1620 (Stojoski) 1.Kh4 Rc4 2.Bg5 Qh1#, 1.Kh6 Rc6 2.Rg5 Qh8#.  Nice echo (RL), Whiteôs K 

is useless (RT), Simple pin-mates (CCF). 



26 
H1621 (Kalotay) a) 1.Ra5 Sxa5 2.Qc4 Sxb4#, b) 1.Ba5 Sxa5 2.Rb4 Sxb4#.  Black's inability to 

lose a tempo leads to two marvelous paradoxes (LB), Subtle interchange of moves (CCF). 

H1622 (Carf) 1.Bg6 fxe6 2.Bd3 Sfd5#, 1.Be7 Bc7 2.Bb4 Bxe5#, 1.d5 Bxd8 2.d4 Ba5#, 1.exf5 

Bc5 2.Bc4 Sd1#.  Mates by all White officers with blocking moves by Black on four separate 

squares in the bK field (CCF). 

H1623 (Agostini) 1.Ra5 Sd4 2.Re5 Rg4#, 1.Rf1 f4 2.Rf3 Re5#, 1.e1S Rd5 2.Sf3 Sc3#, 1.d1S 

Rf5 2,Se3 f3#.  Similar to H1622 (CCF). 

H1624 (Medintsev) 1.Qd6 c8Q 2.e5 Qg4#, 1.Rf5 cxd8Q 2.Be5 Qa8#, 1.Rg3 cxb8Q 2.Bf3 

Qb1#.  Three promotions to Q (fairly obvious), but good play (CCF). 

H1625 (Tzur) a) 1.Bd1 Sxb5 2.c2 Rxa3#, b) 1.g2 Kf2 2.Sxd6 Rd5#.  Quite tricky mates which 

are difficult to find (CCF). 

H1626 (Parrinello) a) 1.f5 Rd7 2.Sd3 exd3#,  b) 1.Kd5 exd3 2.Sc4 dxc4#, c) 1.Kf5 exf3 2.Sg4 

fxg4#, d) 1.d5 Rf7 2.Sf3 exf3#.  Four possible mates by a single wP (CCF). 

H1627 (Csak) 1.Kxa5 exd8S 2.Sb6 Sb7#, 1.Sb2 Rda4 2.Bc7 Rb5#, 1.Sd2 Rb5+ 2.Ka6 Ra4#, 

1.Sxa5 exf8S 2.Kc5 Sxd7#.  Incredibly hard, especially the model mate Sb7 (LB), Two 

promotions to S and two wR mates with active participation of the bS (CCF). 

H1628 (Kazimov) 1.Ra3 Rxa3 2.Bc4 Bxc4#, 1.Rxf3 d3 2.Bxd3 c3#, 1.Qxf3 Se3 2.Ba4 Bxd3#.  

Some nice mates (CCF). 

H1629 (Syzonenko) 1.Qxe4 Rb7 2.Sf7 Bc6#, 1.Qxf7 Qb7 2.Se4 Bd7#.  Very interesting 

strategy laden Zilahi (LB), Set up of Q/B and R/B batteries (CCF). 

H1630 (Witztum) 1.Sxe3 Qf2 2.Sc6 Rxd5#, 1.Bxe5 Qxg5 2.Bc6 Bxd4#.  Quite a complex 

sequence of moves (CCF). 

H1631 (Pankratiev/Gershinski) a) 1.Rc4 Qxe4+ 2.Kxe4 d3#, b) 1.Bb4 Qxe5+ 2.Kxe5 d4#.  Pin 

mates and captures (CCF). 

H1632 (Prcic) 1...Rxg7 2.Sxf4 Bg3 3.Sg2 Bc6#, 1...Rb3 2.Sxd4 Bf2 3.Sf3 Bxd5#.  Black 

opens lines for White (CCF). 

H1633 (Stojoski) 1...Bxf5 2.Sc6 Rh8+ 3.Sb8 Be4#, 1...Rd1 2.Sa5 Bf3+ 3.Sb7 Rd8#.  Fairly 

straightforward (CCF). 

H1634 (Bales) 1.Kb3 Rxd2 2.Ka2 Rxb2 3.Ka1 Kc2#, 1.b1B e4 2.Bxe4 Rxe4 3.Kd3 Re3#.  

Nice midboard mate (CCF). 

H1635 (Fomichev) a) 1.Se5 Sh6 2.Rg3 Bb4 3.Rd3 Sf5#; b) 1.Re5 Bb8 2.Bb4 Sf2 3.Bc3 

Bxa7#.  Mates by wS and wB with blocking play by Black (CCF). 

H1636 (Pankratiev/Gershinski) 1.Ke4 Bxe3 2.Rf5 Bd2 3.Re5 Rf4#, 1.Kg3 Rxf2 2.Bg5 Rf1 

3.Bh4 Bf4#.  Switchbacks in both lines cleverly done (CCF). 

H1637 (Jones) a) 1.Rxe4 Bf3 2.Re5 f5+ 3.Kxf5 Bxd5#, b) 1.Bxf4 Rf3 2.Be5 exd5+ 3.Kxd5 

Rf6#.  Wow! The White Pawns serve as a nuisance, and the point of the problem is to get rid of 

them (LB), Nice problem with matched solutions (RM), B/R and R/B batteries set up, but fairly 

easy solving (CCF). 

H1638 (Onkoud) 1.Qb3 Rb1 2.c3 Bxe4+ 3.Kc4 cxb3#, 1.Rf5 Bh3 2.Bf7 Rxd4+ 3.Ke6 gxf5#.  

Unexpected Pawn mates (CCF). 

H1639 (Bantush) 1.Rf5 Sb5 2.Kf4 Sd6 3.Qg4+ Kf2 4.Rg5 Qd3#, 1.Rf4 Sd1 2.Qh5 Sf3+ 3.Kf5 

Kg2 4.Kg4 Se3#.  Good aristocratic miniature (RL), Difficult to solve miniature (CCF). 

H1640 (Weenink) 1.Bg4+ Kh4 2.Bd7+ Kh5 3.Bxa4 Kg6 4.Bd1 Ra8#.  Economical B 

Rundlauf, but is it original? (RM), Sparkling bB diamond (JM), Attractive bB Rundlauf (CCF). 

H1641 (Nikitin)  1.f1B Ke5 2.Ba6 Kd6 3.d1R+ Kc7 4.Rd8 b5 5.Ra8 b6#.  A fine mate (RL), 

Easy one (RM), Straightforward (JM), Clever placement of units to force B and R promotions 

(CCF). 

H1642 (Sobrecases) 1...c3 2.Rf4 Bxg6 3.Sb1 Bxb1 4.Qc2 Kc7 5.Ke4 Kd6 6.Sf3 Bxc2#.  

Black's 3.Sb1 makes this a terrific problem (LB), Remarkable moves of the wB and an 

unexpected sacrifice of the bS (WS), Tricky midboard mate (CCF). 
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H1643 (Gasparyan) 1.Qc7 Se5 2.Kh8 Sxd3 3.Sg8 Sxb2 4.d3 Sc4 5.Qh7 Sd6 6.Bg7 Sf7#.  Nice 

S Rundlauf, but easy solving as only a corner mate is feasible (RM), A hard working Knight! 

(WS), The wS traces out a flattened hexagon (JM), As expected, mate with bK on h8 and wS on 

its starting square (CCF). 

H1644 (Abdurahmanović) 1...Ba3 2.Sd7 Bd6 3.Sf6 Bxe5 4.Bb4 Kf4 5.Bf8 Kg5 6.Bg7 Kg6 

7.Sg8 Bxg7#.  Clever use of guards on the a1-h8 line (CCF). 

SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 
Editor: Radovan Tomašević, Judge: Cornel Pacurar 

  

We start the New Year with nine entries--fewer than expected. This means I need you to send 

me your problems to keep this section going. 

     Robert opens with three series-selfmates, his favorite promotion theme in two and a 

surprising twist in the third. This is followed by a good Meredith by Boško with minor-piece 

promotions and pin-mates. Tibor uses pser condition to chase the white King to a faraway 

place. The next two problems are lengthy affairs, the second being an extension of George's 

auto-stalemate record (see R6 in StrateGems Challenge Results). The last problem by Tibor 

uses annihilation, pinning and nest-building to achieve its goal. 

   Three entries from SG56 were cooked (C0414, C0415 and C0416). The cooks were found by 

Ladislav Belcsak and later corrected by the author. The corrections will  appear in SG58 with 

SG56 solutions. 

[Chief Editor’s note. The section editor, Raša, spends many hours correcting and testing 

problems sent to him. Often, he finds that some C- problems are C+. Although his effort is 

commendable, it is also time consuming and taking its toll. It would help if  all submissions are 

thoroughly checked prior to sending them to the editor.] 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd]   
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]   
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdwdpip]  
[wdwdwdpd] 
[dwdwIB$R] 
w--------w 

C0425 Robert J. Bales Jr. 
Broadview, IL 

ser-s#7                       (4+5) 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw]  
[Kdwdwdwd]  
[drdwdwdw]  
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw]  
[wdPdPdw)] 
[drdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0426 Robert J. Bales Jr. 
Broadview, IL 

 ser-s#21                     (4+5) 

W________w 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[k0wdwdwd]  
[dwdngwdw]  
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw]  
[PdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0427 Robert J. Bales Jr. 
Broadview, IL 

 ser-s#21                     (4+6) 

W________w 
[wdwdNdkd] 
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdw)wdwd]   
[dwdwdw0R]   
[wdwdPdpd] 
[dwdwdR0w]  
[wdwdwdP0] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0429 Boško Milošeski 
Macedonia 

ser-h#6  2 solutions    (7+5) 

  ________w 
[wdKdRdbd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[Bdwdp0wd]  
[dRdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdp]  
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhwdkdN] 
w--------w 

C0430 Tibor Érsek  
Hungary 

 pser–h=10                   (5+7) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdndwd] 
[dwdpdw0w] 
[K)w)wdP)] 
[dwiwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0428 Unto Heinonen 
Finland 

 ser-s#30                     (5+5) 
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W________w 
[wdwhw4wh]  
[dP0wdwdw]  
[wdq0b0wd]  
[4wdwgpdw]  
[pdwdw0wd]  
[dw0pdkdw]  
[Kdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

C0431 Themistoklis  
Argirakopoulos, Greece 

ser-!xz57       C-       (2+16) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0wdw0w]  
[wdwdkdwd]  
[dpdw1w0w]  
[wIpdndr0] 
[dwdwdpdr]  
[w0wdP)wd] 
[dwdwgwhb] 
w--------w 

C0432 Dan Meinking &  
George P. Sphicas, USA 

ser-!xz114     C-       (3+16) 

W________w 
[rhwdwdwd] 
[Hw0wdwdp] 
[w0wdwdwd]  
[dpiwdw0w]  
[wdPdwdKd] 
[dPdwdpdw]  
[wdw)wdw0] 
[GwdwgwdR] 
w--------w 

Q0249 Tibor Érsek  
Hungary 

h=6                          (7+11) 

SG55 (July - September) Solutions - SERIES-MOVERS & 
STALEMATES 

  

Comments from:  Author (A), Barry Keith (BK), Ryan McCracken (RM), Romuald Lazowski 

(RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Jeremy Morse (JM) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF) 

  

C0400 (Bales) 4.e2 5.ef1B 6.Bd3 8.Ke3 9.Bxf5 10.Be4 13.f3 Qd2#.  A nice warm up (WS), 

Promoted Bishop-shields, captures and self-blocks (JM), Nicely composed (CCF). 

C0401 (Érsek) 1.Rb5 2.Sd5 3.Qe5 10.Kb1 11.Qa1 12.Rb2 13.Sc3+ Sxc3#.  The final square for 

the wK was easy to find (WS), Neat puzzle with unexpected first move, but isnôt the bR 

camouflage? (JM), Fairly clear that the wK must move to the first rank, but neatly done (CCF). 

C0402 (Babić) 1.h8R 2.Rh7 (switchback) 3.Rxf7 4.Rh7 (switchback) 5.f7 6.fxg8B 7.Bxd5 

8.Bxg2 12.d8B 13.Bxc7 14.Bh2 15.c7 16.cxb8B 17.Bxa7 18.Bag1 20.a8Q 21.Qd8 22.Be4+ 

Bxe4#.  A fairly tricky sequence to find (CCF). Ryan McCracken found a cook: 1.h8R 2.Rh7 

3.Rxf7 4.Rd7 5.Rxd5 6.f7 7.f8Q 8.Rh5 9.d5 10.d6 11.dxc7 12.cxb8B 13.Bxa7 14.Bf2 15.c7 

16.Kh2 17.Kg3 18.c8Q 19.Qh3 20.Qh2 21.Rh3 22.Qf6+ Kxf6#. Author sends the following 

correction. ss#22 wKh1 Pa6-c6-d4-f6-h7 (6) bKg6 Rc7 Bb1 Sb8-g8 Pa7-d5- f3-f7 (9). C-. 

C0403 (Érsek/Tomašević) 1.h8B (1.h8S?=) [Only move] 2.Bxg7 [Only move] 3.Bd4 5.gxf8Q 

6.Qc5 7.f8R 8.Rf3 12.e8S 13.Sxc7 15.Se3 17.Ke4 18.Qh5+ Rxh5=.  Very efficient solution 

(RM), Polished AUW, but not difficult once the wKôs destination is spotted (JM), Three White 

units are pinned in the final position (CCF). 

C0404  (Bales) a) 2.Bf7 4.Re7 5.Sd7 Rc8#, b) 1.Sd7 2.0-0-0 4.Ka8 5.Rb8 Ra1#.  Is that really 

new? (WS), Good twinning (CCF). 

C0405 (Shifrin) 1.h1R 2.Rh3 3.Kh2 4.Rg2 5.Rh1 Sf3#, 1.h1S 2.Sf2  3.Rh1 4.Kg1 5.g2 Sf3#.  

Nice miniature with promotions (RL), The mating move is exactly the same. Not much content... 

(WS), White mate twice from the same square (CCF). 

C0406 (Bales) 1.Rh1 2.g1B 3.Bg2 4.Kf1 5.e1B Bd3#, 1.Kd2 2.e1B 3.Bd3 5.Kf1 Bxd3#.  

Similar to C0405 (CCF). 

C0407 (Foster) 1.g1S 2.Kg2 3.Bf1 4.Se2 5.Kg1 6.Bg2 7.Bh1 8.Rg2 9.Sg3 10.Sf1 11.g3 Kd1 

12.Se3#.  Not too difficult sequence (CCF). 

C0408 (Rallo) 1.Qb2+ Sc3 2.Qb5+ Sd5 3.Bd4+ Ke4 4.Bc5 Sd2#; 1.Bd4+ Kd6 2.Bc5+ Kd7 

3.Kd5 4.Qc4 Sf6#.  Miniature Ideal Mate (A), Good play and twinning (CCF). 

C0409  (Zentai) 1.Bc6 2.Bd7+ Rf5+ 3.Bb5 4.h5+ Kf3 5.Rb3+ Bc3+ 6.Rb4 Ra2=.  Cross-checks 

lead to pins in final position. Fine problem! (BK), A fairly easy one for a change (CCF). 

Compare to P1224896 (Meinking). 

C0410 (Foster/Meinking) 1.Qg6+ Se6 2.Bg3+ Kd5 3.Qg5+ Bf5 4.Qd2+ Bd4 5.Qa5+ c5 6.Qa2+ 

c4 7.Qg2 Bg4+ 8.Kxg4#.  Very well done (CCF). 

Q0246 (Foster) 1.Bb2 Bh2 2.Bc1 Bg1 3.Bd2 Bh2 4.Be1 Kd1 5.Rg1 Kc1 6.Kf1 Kd1 7.Bh1 Kc1 

8.g2 Bf4 9.d3 Bd2 10.cxd+ Kd1= =.  Play not that interesting (CCF). 

From SG54: 

Hans Nieuwhart & Ladislav Belcsak cooked C0388: 1. Kxd4 2. Ke3 3. d4 4. d5 5. d6 6. d7 

7.d8Q 8. Qxh4 9. Qh7 10. Qc2 11. h4 12. h5 13. h6 14. h7 15. h8B 16. Bc3 17. Be1 18. Kd2 

19. e4 20. e5 21. e6 22. e7 23. e8R 24. Re2 25. f4 26. f5 27. f6 28. f7 29.f8Q/R 30. Q/Rf1+ 

Sxf1#. 

Hans Nieuwhart & Ladislav Belcsak cooked C0389: 1. Sc2 2. e3 3. exd4 4. d5 5. d6 6. d7 

7.d8Q 8.Qxh4 9. Qg4 10. d4 11. d5 12. d6 13. d7 14. d8Q 15. Qa5 16. Qxa3 17.Qc1 18. h4 19. 

h5 20. h6 21. h7 22. h8B 23. Bc3 24. Be1 25. Kd2 26. Qgd1 27. a4 28. a5 29. a6 30. a7 31. 

a8R 32. Re8 33. Re2 34. f4 35. f5 36. f6 37. f7 38. f8Q/R 39.Q/Rf1+ Sxf1# 

Ladislav Belcsak cooked C0393: 1.Bxa7 2.Bd4 4.Kd8 5.f8B 6.e8Q 7.Qh5 9.a8R 10.Rc8 

11.b8B 12.Rf2 13.Rf7 14.Rb7 15.Bfd6 16.B6c7 19.e8S 20.Sd6 21.Bda7 22.b6 23.Qxh7+ 

Kxg7/Qxg7 

FAIRIES 
Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge: FA & FB sections: Eric Huber 

  

A warm welcome to Julia Vysotska, from Latvia. She is a new composer, and to my surprise 

(and delight), she started with fairies! We also welcome Vadim Vinokurov! 

     Please note that we now have two different fairy sections: FA for fairies without fairy 

pieces, and FB, for fairies with fairy pieces. They will  be judged separately.  

     All  our originals are tested with Popeye. Everyone can copy for free the latest version by 

going to the WFCC web site.  There are some differences between Popeye and other programs 

such as Alybadix and Win Chloe. Please let me know which one you used. 

     As a rule, I answer all authors who send me their originals. If  you don’t get my mail, please 

let me know. 

  

Definitions of Fairy Conditions and Pieces 

  

Anti-Circe (Standard ‘Calvet Type’) - On making a capture, any unit (including King) is 

reborn on its game-array square (see Circe). The captured unit disappears, as in normal chess. 

Since rebirth is obligatory, a capture is legal only if  the relevant rebirth-square is unoccupied. A 

capture may be made either from or on a rebirth-square; promotion with capture is legal 

provided the rebirth-square of the promoted unit is unoccupied. A King may capture only if  his 

square of origin is neither occupied nor guarded by an opposing piece, except that he may 

threaten to capture the opposing King even when his own square is guarded (but not occupied).  

Anti-Circe Equipollents - When a capture is made, the capturing unit (including King) must 

come back to its rebirth square (the symmetrical square of the departure square, in relation to 

the capture square). If  the square is occupied or out of the board, the capture is forbidden. 

Bichrome Chess - All  moves, captures and checks must be made between squares of opposite 

colors. Thus, all Bishop moves, short castling or long castling are illegal. En passant captures 

are not possible. The Pawn promotions are possible only with non-capturing-moves.  

Bison - 1:3 Leaper + 2:3 Leaper. 

Black Checks    - Black idles when unable to check. 

Camel - 1:3 leaper.  

Chameleon - On completing a move, a Chameleon changes into another piece, in the sequence 

Q-S-B-R-Q...     

Circe  - When captured, a piece (other than King) is reborn on its game-array square. Rook, 

Bishop and Knight are reborn on the square that is the same color as the square of the capture, 

Pawns on the file of the capture. If  the game-array square is occupied, the captured piece 

disappears, as in a normal capture. Castling is permitted with a reborn Rook. Fairy pieces are 

regarded as being the result of promotion and so are reborn on the promotion-square on the file 

of the capture.  



30 
Circe couscous - When a capture is made, the captured unit (except a King) is replaced on the 

capturing unit rebirth square, if  it is empty, otherwise, the captured unit vanishes.Unless 

otherwise stated, when a promotion by capture occurs, the rebirth square is of the Pawn. 

Circe Parrain - After a capture, the captured piece is reborn only after another piece of its own 

side has moved. The line between capturing square and rebirth square is parallel with and of 

same direction and length as the move of this other piece. Pawns can be reborn on 1st and 8th 

rank. From their own base rank, they may move one-step; if  reborn on the promotion rank, the 

Pawn at once promotes, the promotion piece being determined by the Pawn side.  

Double Bishophopper - Moves as a Double Grasshopper but on Bishop lines only. 

Double Rookhopper - Moves as a Double Grasshopper but on Rook lines only. 

Eagle - Moves like a Grasshopper, but deflects 90° either way on passing over the hurdle. The 

arrival square is adjacent to the hurdle. 

Grasshopper - Moves along Queen-lines over another unit of either color to the square 

immediately beyond that unit. A capture may be made on arrival, but the hurdle is not affected. 

Grasshopper 2 - As Grasshopper but moves not to the square immediately beyond the jumped 

unit but to the next square on the same line. 

Grasshopper 3 - As Grasshopper 2,  but moves to the next square on the same line.    

Help castling (h 0-0) A regular h#, but the final is not a mate but White’s castling (short  or 

long). 

Help double check (h++n)  - After n help-moves White gives double check to the bK. 

Help-compel-mate (hs#) - White moves first and is mated; Black helps until his final move, 

which must be forced, as in a selfmate.  

Kangaroo - Moves like a Grasshopper but jumps over two units of either color to the square 

immediately beyond the second unit. 

KoBul King - A fairy King which, in case of the capture of one of his own side pieces (not a 

Pawn), of type “x”, transforms into a Royal piece of the same type as captured piece “x” (KKx). 

When the KoBul King is in the phase of one of his pieces (KKx), and there is a capture of one 

his own side Pawns, then he returns to his “King” phase (KK). Capture is illegal in the case of 

self-check by the transformed KoBul King. According to orthodox chess rules, castling is 

allowed only if  the KK is on his initial square and in his “King” phase, and also he has not 

already moved. Castling is allowed if  the KK was already transformed. 

Contact chess (Koko) - A move is legal only if  at least one of the squares adjacent to the arrival 

square is occupied (i.e. a piece, having moved, must be in contact with another). Kings can be 

attacked only by means of contact moves, i.e. ones using other pieces as contacts, and they may 

move only to squares with contacts. A King ‘A’ can  mate the King ‘B’ through direct contact 

if : a) The mating move is a legal contact-chess move and after this move the King ‘A’ is not in 

check, b) After mating move the King ‘A’ can legally  capture King ‘B’, but King ‘B’ cannot 

legally (by means of contact) capture King ‘A’ or evades the mate through some other move.  

Locust - Moves like a Grasshopper, but the piece it hops over must be adverse, and it is 

captured (as in checkers).  The Locust must arrive on an empty square. 

Madrasi – Opposing like units (including fairy pieces) other than Kings are paralyzed when 

they attack each other. Paralyzed units cannot move, capture or give check. To remove the 

paralysis the help of a third piece is needed. En passant captures may be made in Madrasi. That 

is the only way in which one Pawn may capture another. In series movers, a Pawn making a 

move, which would normally make it liable to be captured en passant, is paralyzed for a single 

move only.   

Maximummer - Black must play his geometrically longest move or may choose from among 

longest moves of equal length, distances being measured from the center of each square. 

Diagonal and oblique distances are measured from the orthogonal coordinates by using 

Pythagoras’ theorem (take the square root of the sum of the squares of the orthogonal distances). 

All  other orthodox chess rules apply. 
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Neutral piece - Belongs to whichever side chooses to use it. It can therefore be moved or 

captured by White or Black, and in Circe it is reborn according to capture. A King may not be 

moved onto a square controlled by a neutral piece, because of self-check. 

PAO - The Chinese Rook, moves like a normal Rook but captures like a Lion, on Rook-lines 

only. 

Platzwechsel Circe (PWC) - A unit (not a King) when captured, is replaced on the square just 

vacated by its captor. If  a captured piece is a Pawn, and a capturing piece stands on Pawn’s 8th 

rank, as a part of this capture, the Pawn is  replaced on its 8th rank and must promote to any 

unit of its side, determined by the captor. Thus, the white or black Pawn on its 8th rank is 

illegal. The Pawns, replaced on their 1st (white) and 8th (black), have no power and they cannot 

move. A neutral (half-neutral) Pawn can stand  legally on its own  1st  or 8th rank  but it cannot 

move. After the en passant capture, the captured Pawn takes a place of the enemy capturing  

Pawn.  

Rook-hopper - Moves like a Grasshopper but only on Rook-lines. 

Rose - Moves like a Nightrider but on a circular path, e.g. a1-b3-d4-f3-g1, or a1-c2-d4-c6-a7. 

Series-mover (ser.) - One side remains stationary while the stipulated number of moves is 

made by the other side. In a series-helpmate (ser.h#n) Black plays n moves to reach a position 

where White can mate in one, avoiding checks until the final move of the sequence. In a series-

selfmate White plays n moves to reach a position where Black is forced to mate in one, checks 

again being avoided until the last move. 

Take & Make - Having captured, a unit must immediately, as part of its move, play a non-

capturing move in imitation of the captured unit from the capture-square. If  no such move is 

available, the capture is illegal. Promotion by capture occurs only when a pawn arrives on the 

promotion rank as the result of a take & make move. Checks are as in normal chess: after the 

notional capture of the checked K, the checking unit does not move away from the K’s square. 

Zebra - 2:3 Leaper.  

W________w 
[wGwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[Iw$wdwdw] 
[wdRdBdwd] 
[dk)w0wdw] 
[whwdwdPd] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw$wdw] 
[wdwdwiBd] 
[dwdndw4w] 
[wdw0w0wI] 
[dPdwdw0w] 
[wdwdpdPd] 
[dwdwGwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhwdpdw] 
[wgwdRdBd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[k0whwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Kdbdrdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[gw!wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdk0wdw] 
[wdp0rdwd] 
[drdB$wdK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw4wdwd] 
[gwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dwdRHwdk] 
[BIwdwdp0] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)wdw0wd] 
[4wdwdwdb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[RdwdwdBd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw)wdw] 
[NiPdwdwd] 
[gpdpdwdw] 
[w0wdPdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FA1120 Pierre Tritten 
France 

h#2      2 solutions        (7+4) 
Take & Make 

FA1121 Pierre Tritten 
France 

h#2         b) –Pd4         (6+7) 
Take & Make 

FA1122 Pierre Tritten & 
S.K. Balasubramanian 

France/India 

h#2       2 solutions       (3+8) 
Take & Make + Madrasi 

FA1123 Vadim Vinokurov  
Russia 

hs#2½      b) bPe2       (4+7) 

FA1124 Valerio Agostini 
& Gabriele Brunori, Italy 

hs#3        b) wRa4        (5+9) 

FA1125 Boško Milošeski 
Macedonia 

hs#4      2 solutions      (8+5)  

http://christian.poisson.free.fr/problemesis/pieces.html
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdKdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[wdwdNdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdqdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdB0wd] 
[0wdKdwdw] 
[wdwdRdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wGwdwdNd] 
[0wgpdwdw] 
[Rdniwdwd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdw0w)wd] 
[dNdw0wdw] 
[w0wdPdw4] 
[dKdbdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[$wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwhPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
[wdpdPdwd] 
[dkdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Kdwdndk4] 
[$wdwdw4w] 
[Ndwdwdwd] 
[dw0w0wdw] 
[w)w0w)wd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[bdwdwdwg] 
[dBdwdw$w] 
w--------w 

FA1126 Anatoly Stepochkin 
Russia 

h#5½    b) Se4b8     (2+2) 
c/d) Qd1h3/c2, Koko, Maxi 

FA1127 Anatoly Stepochkin 
Russia 

h#6*        Koko            (3+4) 
b/c/d) Pa3h3/e7/h5, Maxi 

FA1128 F. Pachl, M. Barth, 
D. Müller & S. Trommler  

Germany 

ser.h#6   b) Pf4f5   (7+11) 
Anti-Circе 

FA1129 Kevin Belgley  
Elk Grove, CA 

h0-0 in 6½ b) Pe2e4 (4+3) 
Anti-Circe Equipollent 
Black Checks  

FA1130 Wilfried Seehofer 
Germany 

=8                                 (1+1) 
Bichrome Chess  

FA1131 Gabor Tar 
Hungary 

ser.s=11                      (8+9) 
Circe & Madrasi 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dkdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdNdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdkd] 
[dRdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw1 wg] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdw0wdKd] 
[dQ )w)Pdw] 
[R dwdwdQd] 
[dndwiwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwI] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Q dwhwdNd] 
[dwdpdw!w] 
[wdwiwdw! ] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
[w)wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdKdw] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdw4piw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdk] 
[wdwdP4wd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdK0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FA1132 Geoff Foster 
Australia 

ser.h#16                      (2+1) 
Take & Make, Circe Parrain 

FA1133 Wilfried Seehofer 
Germany 

ser.h=19      PWC        (2+2)   

FB1134 Chris Feather 
England 

FB1135 Julia Vysotska  
Latvia 

h#2      b) Ga6c1     (6+4) 
     Chamelions, Q G’s  

FB1136 Diyan Kostadinov 
Bulgaria 

h#2  b) Black CQe5     (1+5) 
Kobul Kings,      Chamelion 

FB1137 Diyan Kostadinov 
ded. to my wife Snejina 

h#2½    2 solutions      (3+4) 
Take & Make, Kobul Kings 

h#2 b/c) EAb5b8/c8 (8+5) 
qQ Eagles, R Rookhopper  
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W________w 
[wdwiwdwd] 
[dw0Pdw0w] 
[wdwdPdPd]  
[dwGQG wdw]  
[wdr IR dpd] 
[dwg bdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw4wdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[q dN4NGw$] 
[gndwdkdw] 
[wdw0wdw$]  
[dwdKdn1 w]  
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw1 wdwdw] 
[wdwdw!wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[drdw$wH w] 
[wdb0wdwd]  
[dw0wdwdw]  
[wdwiwdpd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdqdN ] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwIwi] 
[dwdwdwdq ] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dwdwdwdw]  
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[Q dwdwdwd] 
[! wdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwH] 
[dwdw1wdw] 
[wdw0w$wd]  
[dwdPdwiw]  
[NG PGwdr d] 
[dwIwdP!R] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdwdwdwd]  
[dw! qdQ dw]  
[Kdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[w)kgPdwd] 
[dNHwdwdw] 
w--------w 

FB1138 G. Brunori, V. Agostini 
& A. Garofalo, Italy 

hs#3      2 solutions      (8+8) 
bB Vaos, rR Paos 

FB1139 Mario Parrinello 
Italy 

hs#3    b) Qf2ªBa7    (7+9) 
q Grasshoppers 

FB1140 Chris Feather 
England 

FB1141 Chris Feather 
England 

h#3       2 solutions      (4+7) 
N Kangaroos 

h#5    b) G3a2f3      (3+2) 
q Bison, Q Grasshopper-3 

FB1142 Klaus Wenda  
& Hans-Peter Rehm  

Austria/Germany 

s#8                             (12+4) 
B Double Bishophopper  
r Double Rookhopper  

FB1143 Julia Vysotska  
Latvia 

h#2     2 solutions     (5+5+2) 
Q Neutral Grasshoppers  
 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwip dwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0 wdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0p0wdpdw] 
[wdw0n 0wd] 
[gwdb iw4w] 
[pdN dndw0] 
[dwhwdwdB] 
[wdN dbdNd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdKdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdnd] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdw0 wdwd] 
[dwdbdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0 wdp ] 
[wdwhwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdPdkd] 
[dw0w)w0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[1q dwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0 wdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[p0 wdwdw0] 
[g wdKdwdk] 
w--------w 

FB1144 Chris Feather 
England  

h++2  b) Kb1c6   (1+1+2) 
c)=b) + nPd2a2  2 sols. 
d)=c) + nPe4c5 2 sols. 
Circe couscous 

FB1145 Sven Trommler &  
Franz Pachl, Germany 

h#2    Anti-Circe     (4+14+3) 
b) nZe6d2, c) nCac4f7 
b Rose, N N Camel, n Zebra  

FB1146 S.K. Balasubramanian 
India 

ser.h#5  b) Pa7a5 (1+5+1) 
Circe 

FB1147 Gani Ganapathi 
India 

s#5                          (3+4+2) 
Circe, Maximummer 

FB1148 Michael Grushko 
Israel 

hs#7½   2 solutions   (1+1+2) 
Circe parrain, q Locusts 

FB1149 S.K. Balasubramanian 
India 

ser.h#9                    (1+4+3) 



35 
F1083 (Turner) Set: 1…f6 2.Sc4+ RGg6#; 1.Sf3! (2.Se2+ Sf1#) exf5 2.Se6+ f4#, 1…d4 

2.Sd2+ Se2#.   

F1084 (Gandev) 1.nMAb5+ nMAxd4 2.nSPa1=nVA nMAf5#, 1.nMAe4 nSPa7 2.nSPxd4 

nSPxe5#, 1.nBxc2 nRd8 2.Kg8 nSPxf8=nQ#, 1.MAd3 nSPa5 2.nSPxc3 nSPxd4#.  Amazing 

play of neutral Super-Pawn!  The two lines are virtually identical (CCF). 

F1085 (Gandev) 1…RLxc5 2.nLig8 MOc4 3.ROHxd6 MOxd6#, 1…BLxd3 2.nLig4 MAc4 

3.ROHxe3 MAxe3#  An interesting fairy Zilahi!   

F1086 (Feather) 1…BIg2 2.d1R BIxd1(Rg2) 3.Kh8 BIc4 4.Rg7 BIf5#, 1…BIc4 2.Kg8 BIa1 

3.Kh8 BIxd2(Ba1) 4.Bg7 BIf5#  Round trips.  Different promotions, but the mating position is 

almost the same (WS), Strange play (CCF).             

F1087 (Feather) a) 1.nPb1=nQ 2.nQe4 3.nEQb7 4.nQxb7[+nEQb8] 5.nQc7 6.nEQd6 7.nQc2 

Kf7#, b) 1.nPd1=nB 2.nBf3 3.nEQd5 4.nBxd5[+nEQd8] 5.nBe6 6.nEQf4 7.nBc4 Kg6#, c) 

1.nPc1=nS 2.nSe2 3.nSg3 4.nEQf5 5.nSxf5 [+nEQf8] 6.nSh6 7.nEQf4 Kg6#, d) 1.nPg2 

2.nPg1nEQ 3.fxg1R[+nEQg8] 4.Re1 5.Re8 6.nEQc8 7.nEQc4 Kb6#  Nice AUW.  Clever play, 

but not sure I understand d) which seems a repetition of c) (CCF). 

F1088 (Feather) Set: 1...nPf8=nBR#; 1.nPf5 2.nPf4 3.nPxg3 4.nPxh2 5.Kf4 6.nPh1=nBR 

7.nBRxe4 8.Kf3 9.nBRe3 Sh2#.   

F1089 (Grushko) a) 1.nPc6 nSxc6=nB 2.nPe6 [+nPc7] 2.nBd7=nS 3.nPxd7=nS nPc5[+nSd5] 

4.nSxc5=nB nSf6=nP[+nPe6] 5.nPe7 nBxe7=nR 6. nPxe7=nS [+nPd8] nPd5 [+nRe4] 

7.nRxe7=nQ nPd4 [+nSe6]  8.nSxd4=nB nQg7=nR [+nPf4] 9.nBxg7=nR nPf3 [+nRg6] 10. 

nRxg7=nQ[+bKg4] + Kg4-h4 [+nRh7, +nKh6]#; b) 1...nPc4 2.nSxe5=nB nPc3 [+nPe4] 

3.nBxc3=nR nPe3 [+nPc2]  4.nPe4 nRd3=nB 5.nPxd3=nS  nPxd3=nS [+nBc2] 6.nBxd3=nR 

[+nSe4] nSc3=nP [+nSb2] 7.nSxd3=nB nPc2 [+nRd2] 8.nBxc2=nR nRxc2=nQ [+nPb2] 

9.nPb4 [+nRc4][+nKc1]+ nQxc4[+wKc3]#.  Difficult to believe that this was not computer 

generated (CCF).            

RETROS AND PROOF GAMES 
Editor: Kostas Prentos  

Judges: Retros: Henrik Juel, Proof Games: Ryan McCracken 

  

   Our judges for 2012 are Henrik Juel for retros, and Ryan McCracken for proof games. A 

warm welcome and thanks to both of them. 

   Anti-Circe Equipollents: The capturing unit must be reborn onto a square, the same distance 

and in the same direction beyond the capture square; if  this square is occupied or out of the 

board, the capture is illegal. In R0189 the black King is in illegal double check: Qxg4(+wQg5) 

and Kxg4(+wKf5). By adding one white unit, the position must be rendered legal, without 

losing the existing mate. Watch out for a cunning try! The board in P0323 is a Horizontal 

Cylinder, which means that the 1st and 8th ranks are connected. The initial position is legal in 

Anti-Circe Equipollents (e.g.: 1.Ke1xe8 is not possible, due to the bPe7), and the final position 

is mate. 

   In R0190, black has to prepare well in advance for white’s return. In R0191, a spectacular 

tango maneuver is introduced, à la recherche du temps perdu. 

   All  of the orthodox proof games are C+. The experienced solver may recognize which 

famous PG by Caillaud was the source of inspiration for P0327. Unto’s entry achieves a pile of 

black pawns on the a-file with a hidden extra effect. 
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SG55 (July - September) Solutions - FAIRIES 

  

Comments from:  Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF) 

  

F1066 (Agostini/Brunori) a) 1.Sg4 Bf8 2.Sf2 Bh6 3.Rh8 d2#, b) 1.Qa5 Bc5 2.Qd2 Bd4 3.Ra4 

f2#.  Self-blocks and pins, quite simple (WS), Attractive problem (CCF). 

F1067 (Navon/Witztum) 1...Qb7 2.Sf6 Qxf3+ 3.Kxf3 d5 4.Rg3 Sf2~#, 1...Qe7 2.Sg3 Qxe3+ 

3.Kxe3 f5 4.Rf4 Sf2~ #.  Good analogy (RL), Different unpins, batteries and surprising Queen 

sacrifices (WS), Dubious about the last move as bS has four possibilities (CCF). 

F1068 (Foster) 1.Rd3 Sd7 2.Bb4 Rd4+  3.Ka4 Bc6+  4.Rb5+ Sc5#.  Complex pinning (CCF). 

F1069 (Balasubramanian) 1.f5 Rg8 2.Rxg5(Pg4) Kxf5(Pe5)#, 1.Rf6 Bc5 2.Bxf8(Rh6) 

Kxf6(Re5)#.  WK captures paralyzing units to mate (CCF). 

F1070 (Agostini/Brunori) a) 1.Rd8 Bd1 2.Kxg2(Ke8) Sf6#, b) 1.Rh1 Kxh7(Ke1) 2.Kg1 Kf3#.  

Some good Anti-Circe tactics (CCF). 

F1071 (Tritten) 1.Qg4 Rf3 2.exf3-a3 Bxg4-d1#, 1.Qf8 Be6 2.fxe6-b3 Rxf8-a8#.  Good use of 

the fairy condition with change of functions between wR and wB! (WS), Ingenious way to put 

blocking bPs in place (CCF). 

F1072 (Tritten)  a) 1.Bg6 Bc4+ 2.Bd3 Rxd3-g6 #, b) 1.Sb6 Rd4+ 2.Sc4 Bxc4-d6#.  Good use 

of this condition to force mate (CCF). 

F1073 (Gockel) 1.Be8-h8? (2.Qc3#) g3-e5 2.Qf6#, 1...b2xd3 2.Qd4#, 1...Sxa1!; 1.Qxb2! 

(2.Qf6#) g3-e5 2.Qc3#, 1...Rh1-f3 2.e4#, 1...Sxa1 2.Qxa1#, 1...Bxh3 2.Qe5#, 1...Sd7 2.Ba8#  

Le Grand with specific by-play.  Strange defenses and mates with this condition (CCF). 

F1074 (Harris) 1.Bxb5 [+bPg1=bS] Sh3 2.Bf1[+bPb5] Sf4[+wPh3]+ 3.Bxb5 [+bPb1=bR] Rh1 

=, 1.Bxh5 [+bPb1=bQ] Qh1 2.Bd1[+bPh5] Qxd1 [+wBf3] 3.Bxd1 [+bQe2] [+bPf3] 

Qa2[+wPe2] =.  

F1075 (Rittirsch) a) 1.Rh5 Qxh5 2.Be2 Qxe2 3.Qe6+ Sxe6#, b) 1.Qc8 Qxc8 2.Rc2 Qxc2 

3.Rf5+ Sxf5#. Play mainly terminates moves by both sides by either capture or checking 

(CCF). 

F1076 (Rallo) 1.c3 dxc3=S+ 2.Kc4 Sb1=P 3.Kc3 Ke3 4.Kb2 Kd2 5.Ka1 Kc1 6.Sb3 Pxb3=S#.  

Pleasant Einstein Chess in miniature (RL), Only a few pieces, but hard to solve (WS), 

Unexpected mate on a1 (CCF). 

F1077 (Harris) 1.a2 2.a1B 3.Bb2 4.Ba3[+bPb2] 5.Qd6[+bPc6]+ Kc4[+wPb5]+ 6.Qxd4 

[+bPd6]#, 1.Kb3[+bPc3] 2.Kb4[+bPb3] 3.bxc2 4.c1S 5.Sb3 Kc4[+wPd4] 6.Ka5 [+bPb4]#. 

F1078 (Seehofer) a) Set: 1...Rb1#; 1.d4! Rb1+ 2.Kd2 Rb8 3.d5 Rb1 4.d6 Rb8 5.d7 Rb1 

6.d8Q+ Kg3 7.Qd5 Rb8 8.Qb3+ Rxb3 9.Ke1 Rb8 10.Kf1 Rb1#; b) Set: 1…Rf1#; 1.c4! Rf1+ 

2.Kc2 Rf8 3.c5 Rf1 4.c6 Rf8 5.c7 Rf1 6.c8Q Rf8 7.Qc4+ Rf4 8.Qe4 Kg5(Kg3) 9.Kd1 Rf8 

10.Qc2 Rf1#; c) Set: 1…Rb1#; 1.e4!  Rb1+ 2.Ke2 Rb8 3.e5 Rb1 4.e6 Rb8 5.e7 Rb1 6.e8Q Rb8 

7.Kf1 Rb1+ 8.Qe1 Rb8 9.Qg3+ Kxg3 10.Kg1 Rb1#. Three different excelsiors! (WS), Excellent 

play and twinning (CCF). 

F1079 (Harris) 1.e1R 2.Re8 3.Rd8 4.Rxd7[+wPd8=wS] 5.Rd4 6.Rxd8[+wSd4] 7.Qxd4 

[+wSg1] 8.Kxg1[+wSf1] 9.Kh1 10.Qg1 Sg3+ 11.Qxg3[+wSg1]#. Not too many fairy 

conditions in this solvable problem... (WS), Neat series of moves (CCF). 

F1080 (Gandev) 1.SPa1B 2.Bh8 3.Kg7 4.SPh1B 5.Bd5 6.Bg8 7.SPb1B 8.Bbh7 9.Sg6 10.Qe7 

11.SPd1B 12.Bdb3 13.Bbf7 Qxe7 =  Four Excelsiors + B promotions.  Four promotions to B. 

Good exact play (CCF). 

F1081 (Mlynka) a) 1.h1Q Kxg4 2.Qh2=S+ Kxh2=B =, b) 1.h1S+ Kxe4=B 2.h2 Bxh1=R =, c) 

1.g1B Kxh3 2.Be3=R+ Kxe3=Q =, d) 1.g1R+ Kxh3=Q 2.Rg4=Q Qxg4=S =  AUW and cycle 

QSBR - BRQS.  A pleasant promotion in superminiature (RL), Clever to include an AUW in 

this problem. Bizarre play (CCF). 

F1082 (Feather) a) 1.Sxd4[Pc2] Ka5 2.Rxc2[Pa2] cRxd4(cQ)[Sd8]#, b) 1.f5 ncRh8(ncQ) 

2.ncQxd4 (ncS)[Ph8=Q] Qxd4[ncSh8]#; c) 1.cRxd4(cQ)[Pd8=Q]+ Qxd4[cQd8]+ 

2.cQxd4(cS)[Qd8] Qxd4[cSd8]#  White/Neutral/Black triplet with differently-reached mates on 

d4.  Complicated use of the Chameleon condition. Excellent twinning (CCF). 



37 
analyze only the current one for retro-moves. In any suitable position, white has the right to 

seize the move, and this is legitimate if  and only if  it is proved by actual castling. Castling 

immediately after 3.dxc4 or 4.c3 would be AP-legal as well, but premature!  White puts his 

King on e1 and waits for an appropriate moment to seize the turn to move, based on AP and 

castling. Three times, both sidesô turns to move are legal simultaneously; a paradoxical choice 

that is unusual even for the AP-genre! (A). 

R0182 (Beluhov/Frolkin) Yes, the check is legal. Retract: -1.Rd7xQc7+ h2-h1B -2.Sc4-a5 h3-

h2 -3.Se3-c4 h4-h3 -4.Sf5-e3 h5-h4 -5.Sg7-f5 h6-h5 -6.Se8-g7 Qd8-c7 -7.Sc7-e8+ Qh8-d8 -

8.f5-f6 Qe5-h8 -9.f4-f5 Qe1-e5 -10.f3-f4 e2-e1Q -11.f2-f3 f3xSe2 -12.Sf4-e2 h7-h6 -13.Sh5-f4 

f4-f3 -14.Sf6-h5 f5-f4 -15.Sg8-f6 f6-f5 -16.g7-g8S f7-f6 -17.h6xSg7 Sf5-g7 -18.h5-h6 Se3-f5 -

19.h4-h5 Sc2-e3 -20.h3-h4 Sa1-c2 -21.h2-h3 a2-a1S -22.e5-e6 a3-a2 -23.a2xBb3 Bd1-b3 -

24.e4-e5 b3-b2 -25.e3-e4 Sb2-a4 -26.c2-c3 Ra4-a6 and everything unlocks. Three Ceriani-

Frolkin pieces (bQ, wS and bS). The position of the White King prevents a bQ from reaching 

a1 and a bS from being uncaptured on c7, justifying the intermediate white uncapture and 

unpromotion. The last 22 single moves are completely determined (A). 

R0183 (Beluhov) Yes, the check is legal. Retract: -1....Bd8xPc7 -2.a2-a3 Sg3-e4 -3.e4-e5 Sh5-

g3 -4.Se5-c6 Sg7-h5 -5.Sg4-e5 Se8-g7 -6.c6-c7 Sc7-e8+ -7.c5-c6 g6-g5 -8.b4xPc5 Sd4-b3 -

9.b3-b4+ Sf5-d4 -10.Sh6-g4 Sg3-f5 -11.Sg8-h6 Sh1-g3 -12.Sh6-g8 h2-h1S -13.Sg8-h6 h3-h2 -

14.Sh6-g8 h4-h3 -15.Sg8-h6 h5-h4 -16.g7-g8S h7-h5 -17.h6xQg7 Qd4-g7 -18.h5-h6 Qb4-d4 -

19.h4-h5 Qa3-b4 -20.h3-h4 Qb2-a3 -21.h2-h3 Qb1-b2 -22.e3-e4 Kc1-c2 -23.Sa3(d4)-b5 and 

everything unlocks.  

W________w 
[N$Rdwdwd] 
[Gpgw0wdw] 
[pIN0wdwd] 
[4Ndw)w0w] 
[Bdwdndwd] 
[)n)wdPdw] 
[wdk)P0wd] 
[!wdbdwdw] 
w--------w 

R0183 (v) N.Beluhov 
Correction by A.Frolkin 

Check?            (15+12) 

In order for the cage to open, a bQ has to screen on b1. Attempting to 

unpromote bSe4 and wSc6 on h1 and g8 right away and then 

uncapture the necessary Queen by means of h6xQg7 is one move too 

slow and White ends up retro-stalemated (A).  

Cooked by Henrik Juel: Retract: 1...Bd8xQ(R)c7+ 2.a2 Sf6 3.e4 Se8 

4.Se5 Sf6 5.Sd7 Se8 6.Qc4 Sc7+ 7.Sc5 Sd4 8.Sb3xPc5+ Sf5 9.Qg8 

Sg3 10.Qh8 Sh1 11.Qg8 h2-h1S 12.Qh8 h3 13.Qg8 h4 14.Qh8 h5 

15.Qg8 h6 16.g7-g8Q h7 17.h6xQg7 Qd4 18.h5 Qb4 19.h4 Qa3 

20.h3 Qb2 21.h2 Qb1 22.e3 Kc1 23.Sd4-b3+ Corrected by A. 

Frolkin. See diagram on left. 

  

R0184 (Petrović)  Retract: 1.…Ba3xSb2+!! (To demonstrate the change of roles, the moves of 

this S will  be underlined) 2.Sa4+ Sb2xQd1+ 3.Rh2 d6xSc5(Sg1) 4.Se4 a7 (To open the cage, 

two bPs are needed on the East side of the board. The a-pawn supports the transportation of the 

d-Pawn to the e-file; then the pawns change roles in order to shift the a-pawn to the h-file) 

5.Sc5xPa4(Pa7) a5 6.Sg5 a6 7.Sa4 a7 8.Sc5xPa4(Pa7) a5 9.Sh3 a6 10.Sg1 e7xSd6(Sg1) 

11.Se4+ a7 12.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 13.Sa4 e6 14.Sc5xPa4(Pa7) a5 15.Se4-c5 e7 16.Sf6xPe4(Pe7) 

e5 17.Sh3 e6 18.Se4 e7 19.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 20.Sg1 b6xSa5(Sg1) 21.Sb7+ e6 22.Sc5 b7 

23.a4xb5(Pb7)! b6 24.Se4-c5 e7 25.Sc5xPe4(Pe7) e5 26.Sh3 e6 27.Sg1 c7xSb6(Sg1) (The wSs 

change roles) 28.Sd7+ e7 29.Se4xPc5(Pc7) c6 30.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 31.Sc5 c7 32.Se4xPc5(Pc7) 

e6 33.Sh3 e7 34.Sg1 d6xSc5(Sg1) (2nd change) 35.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 36.Sh3 e6 37.Se4 e7 

38.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 39.Sg1 e7xSd6(Sg1) (3rd change) 40.Se4+ e6 41.Sc5xPe4(Pe7) e5 42.Sh3 

e7 43.Sg1 f6xSe5(Sg1) (4th change) 44.Sf7xPe5(Pe7)+ e6 45.Sg5 f7 46.Se4-c5 e7 

47.Sf6xPe4(Pe7) e5 48.Sh3 e6 49.Sg1 e7 50.Se4xPf6(Pf7) g7xSf6(Sg1) 51.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 

52.Sh3xPg5(Pg7) e6 53.Sg1 h6xSg5(Sg1) (5th change) 54.Se4-f6 e7 55.Sf6xPe4(Pe7) e5 56.Sh3 

e6 57.Se4 e7 58.Sg5xPe4(Pe7) e5 59.Sg1 f6xSe5(Sg1) 60.Sf7+ h7 61.Sh6 f7 62.Sf5xPh6(Ph7) 

h7 63.Sh6xPf5(Pf7) f6 64.Sh3 f7 65.Sf5xPh6(Ph7) h7 66.Sh6xPf5(Pf7) f6 67.Sg1 f7 

68.Sf5xPh6(Ph7) h7 69.Sh6xPf5(Pf7) f6 70.Rh3 f7 71.Sf5xPh6(Ph7) h7 72.Sh6xPf5(Pf7) f6 

73.Sf5xPh6(Ph7) g7xSf6(Sg1) (6th change) 74.h2xPg3(Pg7) g7xPh6(Ph2) 75.Rh2 

Sd1xQb2(Qd1)!! (Circe miracle!  The pieces  switch places. This  hidden  tempo  was  prepared 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdPdk0] 
[dwdwdw!K] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[NdwgbHwd] 
[dw0pGRgp] 
[w0wdwIw)] 
[drdw)w0w] 
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwdPdqdw] 
[w)PdP$Ph] 
[dwdrhBdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[qGbHwgrd] 
[hb$phR)w] 
[pdpIw0pd] 
[dpdwdPdw] 
[Bdwiwdwd] 
[dPdPdwdw] 
[PdP)wdwd] 
[!wHwdwdw] 
w--------w 

[rhbIQgn4] 
[0pdp0p0p] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[P)P)P)w)] 
[$wGk1BHR] 

W________w 
[rhwdwdwd] 
[0w0p0p0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w)P)P)Pd] 
[dNGQIB4R] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rhw1wdwh] 
[0pdp0pdw] 
[wdwdwdpg] 
[dw0wdwdk] 
[PdwdwdwH] 
[dwdwdw)B] 
[w)P)P)wI] 
[dNGwdw4R] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw4wgnd] 
[dw0q0wdb] 
[whwdwiwd] 
[dpdpdpdw] 
[wdwdwdp0] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdP)P)r)] 
[$NGwIBHR] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rhb1wgn4] 
[dwdpdwdw] 
[wdwdkdK0] 
[dwdwdwdp] 
[wdwdwdw0] 
[dNdwdwdw] 
[w)wdw0P)] 
[dRGQdBHR] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[biwdw1wd] 
[0rdwdpdw] 
[pdwdwdwh] 
[0wdwdwdp] 
[pdwdwdPd] 
[0wdw)rdw] 
[wdwdwgwd] 
[dwIQdwHw] 
w--------w 

R0189 Kevin Begley 
Elk Grove, CA 

Add any white unit to  (3+3) 
obtain a legal checkmate  
Anti-Circe Equipollents 

R0190 Nikolai Beluhov 
Bulgaria 

ded. to Alexander Zolotarev 

Release the position (14+14) 

R0191 Nikolai Beluhov &  
Andrey Frolkin, Bulgaria/Ukraine 

ded. to Michel Caillaud 

Release the position (15+14) 

P0323 Kevin Begley 
for Kostas & Diane 

PG 5                       (15+15) 
Anti-Circe Equipollents 
Horizontal Cylinder 

P0324 Henryk Grudzinski 
Poland 

PG 12½                  (12+10) 

P0325 Paul Monsky 
Waltham MA 

PG 17½                  (13+14) 

P0326 Silvio Baier 
Germany 

PG 18½                 (12+15) 

P0327 Silvio Baier 
after Michel Caillaud 

PG 26                     (11+13) 

P0328 Unto Heinonen 
Finland 

PG 26                       (5+14) 

SG55 (July - September) Solutions - RETROS & PROOF GAMES 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Gani Ganapathi (GG), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Ryan McCracken 

(RM) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF) 

 

R0180 (Liskovets/Richter) 1.Ba5+ b4 2.Bxb4+ Kf2 3.Bc5+ Ke1 4.Bd6 0-0! (AP) 5.Bc7 Rf8#  

Castling cannot play any retro-role, as long as there is a retro-move by the wP. Miniature, 

Rundlauf (A).  

R0181 (Liskovets/Richter) 1.Bg2+ Ke1 2.d5 3.dxc4 4.c3 5.c2 6.c1B 7.Be3 8.Ba7 0-0-0! (AP) 

9.Sc7 Rd8#. AP (after Keym): Castling AP justifies White's right to move; since, if  castling is 

legal, there is no retro-move for White. According to the AP logic, the side conventionally not 

on the move (White in helpmates) has the right to seize the turn to move, if  it can be proved a 

posteriori that there was no other retro-move available. White has some retro-moves at first, 

which disappear afterwards.  At  any moment we forget the past  positions  of  the solution  and 
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Top Rank Entertainment (by Robert Lincoln) 

  

Promotions of WP may seem a routine matter, but they can often yield strategic acuity. This 

mixed bag illustrates some absorbing explications. No.1 must take pride of place for its taut 

economy.  Three ascensions flow effortlessly on 1.c7! (2.Sb6#) spinning off 1…Rxd7  2.c8Q#, 

1…Rb8  2.cxb8Q#, and 1…Bf2  2.cxd8Q#.     

W________w 
[kdw4wdwd] 
[dwdNdwdw] 
[KdPdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdNdw4] 
[dQdwdPdw] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdKdNd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdPdPdR] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wGwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdwiwd] 
[dw)wdw$w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdNdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdQdK] 
w--------w 

N1 P. Ten Cate 
Vechernye Novosti 1962 

N2 R. Lincoln 
The Problemist 1988 

N3 W. Speckmann 
Europe Echecs 1965 

N4 Y. Malik, 5th HM 
Lokker-MT 1987 

#2                           (3+3) #2                           (5+2) #2                           (6+1) #2                           (5+2) 

No.2 is fondly remembered as one of my first published miniatures.  1.Qc7! (2.Sg7#) gets to 

business straightaway. Those desperate struggles of Black’s gloomy castle are vain:  1…Rh7 

2.f8S, 1…Rg8  2.fxg8Q#, and 1…Rxe8  2.fxe8Q#.  

W________w 
[whb1wdn4] 
[dw0pdw0w] 
[p0wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdk] 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[4w)wdK)N] 
[PdP)BdPd] 
[$NGQdw$w] 
w--------w 

P0311 (Caillaud) 1.Sf3 d5 2.Se5 Be6 3.Sd7 c6 4.Sxb8 Qxb8 5.a4 Qg3 6.hxg3 d4 7.Rh5 Bb3 

8.Rg5 h5 9.a5 h4 10.a6 h3 11.axb7 h2 12.b8S Rh3 13.Sd7 0-0-0 14.Se5 Rd6 15.Sf3 Rdh6 

16.Sg1 hxg1S. This PG shows what Nicolas Dupont calls "symmetricò (or "quanticò) Pronkin: 

anti-Pronkin is captured on the promotion square and Pronkin is captured on the original 

square (A), Delightful promotion problem with interesting play (LB), "Anticipatory" anti-

Pronkin and Pronkin combo (RM), Two promotions to S economically done (CCF). 

P0312 (Osorio/Lois) 1.f4 a5 2.f5 a4 3.f6 a3 4.fxg7 f5 5.g4 Sf6 6.g8B Bh6 7.Bd5 Rg8 8.Bc6 

dxc6 9.g5 Qd4 10.g6 Qa7 11.gxh7 Rg2 12.h8B Sg4 13.Bd4 Bf4 14.Bb6 cxb6 15.d4 Bc7 16.Bf4 

Rf2 17.Bd6 exd6 18.e3 Ke7 19.Ba6 bxa6 20.bxa3.  Four bPs are displaced one line to the left, 

capturing the two original and two promoted Bishops. The content can be described as 

quadruple Massive Displacement by (IP & CF)(bb) and IP(bb), where CF is Ceriani-Frolkin 

and IP is Impostor Pawn (a pawn not originally from the line where it stands). See also P0304 

from SG54 (A), Sacrifice of four bishops, but only two are Frolkin (RM), Very tricky play ï 

difficult to solve (CCF). 

 P0313 (Baier) 1.f4 h5 2.f5 h4 3.f6 h3 4.fxe7 f5 5.e4 Kf7 6.e8R f4 7.Re6 

f3 8.Rb6 f2+ 9.Ke2 axb6 10.Kd3 Kg6 11.Kc4 Ra4+ 12.Kb5 Rd4 13.Bc4 

f1S 14.e5 Sg3 15.hxg3 h2 16.Sh3 d5 17.Rg1 h1S 18.e6 Sf2 19.e7 Sd3 

20.e8R Sxc1 21.Re3 Be6 22.Ra3 Sb3 23.Ra6 Ba3 24.axb3 bxa6+. This 

PG shows (CC and CF)(RR) and CF(ss); probably the first bi-colored 

Ceriani/Frolkin, including cross-capture of one pair (A), Four Frolkins 

with a cross capture thrown in for good measure (RM), Two White 

promotions to R and two Black promotions to S. Nicely done (CCF). 

The author offers a more economical version on left. 

P0313 (v) Silvio Baier 

PG 21½           (14+13) 

P0314 (Baier) 1.f4 a5 2.f5 a4 3.f6 a3 4.fxe7 axb2 5.a4 c5 6.Sa3 b1Q 7.exd8B Qb6 8.Bg5 Qd8 

9.e4 b5 10.e5 b4 11.e6 b3 12.e7 b2 13.exd8B b1Q 14.Ba5 Qb6 15.Rb1 Qd8 16.Rb6 f5 17.Bb5 

f4 18.c4 f3 19.Qc2 f2+ 20.Kd1 f1B 21.h4 Bd3 22.h5 Bg6 23.hxg6 h5 24.Rh3 h4 25.Rc3 h3 

26.g4 h2 27.Sh3 h1B 28.Sf2 Bd5 29.cxd5. This is closely related to my P0279 (See SG51), but 

the combination of Ceriani/Frolkin (bb) and Pronkin (qq) is shown this time (A), Two bQ 

Pronkins and two bB Frolkins. This composer will  be at it until he has done every possible 

combination of four Pronkins/Frolkins. And it won't take him very long (RM), Similar theme to 

P0311  and well executed (CCF). 
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from the very beginning) 76.h3xPg4(Pg7) and s#1 by 1.Rxc3(Pc7)+ Sxc3#. Try 1: R: 

1…Ba3xQb2+ 2.Rh2 d6xSc5 3.Sa4 e7xSd6(Sg1) 4.Sf5+ a7 5.Sc5xPa4(Pa7) a5 6.Se4 a6 

7.Sc5xPe4(Pe7) a7 8.Sa6 e5 9.Sc7xPa6(Pa7) and s#1 by 1.Rxc3+ Sxc3#, but there is no tempo 

at the very end (see the solution), which means that this position is illegal. Try 2: R: 

1…Ba3xSb2(Sg1)+ 2.Sa4+ Sb2xQd1+ 3.Rh2 c7 4.Sc5 a7 5.Sa4xPc5(Pc7) c6 6.Sc5xPa4(Pa7) 

c7 7.Se4xPc5(Pc7) a5 8.Sg5 a6 9.Sh3 a7 10.Sg1 d6xSc5 11.Sa4 d7 and there is no way to 

uncapture this pawn at d6. If  11... Sd1xQb2(Qd1), or 11…e7xSd6(Sg1) 12.Se4+ 

Sd1xQb2(Qd1) there is no tempo at the very end; a fact that renders the position illegal.  

The only way to release the position is to save the hidden tempo 

Sd1xQb2(Qd1) for the very end of the retro-play. The Knights 

change roles 6 times. The Pawns change roles. (A) Hans 

Nieuwhart sent in a cook for R0179: -1éSf4-e6 -2.Rc8-b8 

a6xRb5! -3.Rb8-c8 Sg2-f4 -4.Rc8-b8 Sh4-g2 -5.Rb8-c8 Sf5-h4 -

6.Rc8-b8 Sd6-f5 -7.Rb8-c8 Sc8-e7 -8.Se6-d8 Qe7-f8 -9.Sf8-e6+ 

Qe1-e7 -10.Rb6-b5 Sf5-d6 -11.Kc4-b5 d6-d5+ etc. (captures 

Black: axb6 (promoted c-pawn) fxg7 (promoted e-Pawn) gxBf6 exd 

- White: bxc) Once you have found the tempo-move, it's not that 

difficult anymore. The composers propose correctionon on left. 

 

W________w 
[b$wHk1QG] 
[dN)rhR)r] 
[wdBdn0p0] 
[gpIpdwdw] 
[w0w0wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdw)w)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R0179 (v) N.Beluhov  
& A.Frolkin 

Release the position   (12+15) 

P0281(v) (Begley) 1.c4 d5 2.cxd5(+bPc4) c3 3.Sxc3(+bPb1=R) Rxc1(+wBb1) 4.Bxh7 

(+bPb1=Q) Qxd5(+wPd8=B) 5.Bc2(=wP) Rxh2(+wPh8=S) 6.Sf3 Rh7(=bP) 7.Rh6 Qd7(=bP) 8. 

Sh2(=wP).   

P0297(v) (Dupont) 1.h4 e5 2.h5 Qg5 3.h6 Qe3 4.dxe3 a5 5.Qd4 a4 6.Kd2 a3 7.Kd3 axb2 8.a4 

Bb4 9.a5 Se7 10.a6 0-0 11.hxg7 c5 12.Rh6 cxd4 13.Re6 fxe6 14.a7 Rf3 15.gxf3 h5 16.Bh3 h4 

17.Bf5 h3 18.Be4 h2 19.Bc6 h1R 20.e4 Rh8 21.Sh3 Kh7 22.g8R d5 23.Rg1 Sd7 24.Bg5 Sf6 

25.Sd2 Bd7 26.Rae1 Rag8 27.a8Q b1Q 28.Qa1 Ba5 29.Rh1 Qb6 30.Qd1 Qd8.  

P0307 (Thornton) i) 1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 e4 3.Bf6 e3 4.dxe3 Qxf6 5.Qd4 Qxd4 6.exd4 ii)  1.b3 e6 

2.Bb2 Qf6 3.Bc3 Qxc3 4.dxc3 e5 5.Qd4 exd4 6.cxd4  Very short PG, with two nicely matched 

solutions.  Not easy. I struggled until I realized that the d2 Pawn can reach d4 via c3 as well as 

e3! The second solution is more subtle with a Black tempo move (GG), Rather straightforward 

(CCF). 

P0308 (Meinking) 1.b4 h5 2.Bb2 Rh6 3.Qc1 Rd6 4.Kd1 g6 5.Bh8 Sc6 6.Qa3 Se5 7.Qg3 c6 8.f3 

Qb6 9.Qe1 Qf2 10.Kc1 Qxf1 11.Qd1 Qxd1+ 12.Kxd1  The wQ is captured at home after a five-

move roundtrip. Her captor is captured, too. Not easy to achieve!  Looks like a K Rundlauf at 

first... (RM), Triangulation by wQ and shuffling moves by wK. Amusing problem (CCF). 

P0309 (Sobrecases) 1.e4 a5 2.Ba6 a4 3.Ke2 a3 4.Kd3 axb2 5.Sa3 b1Q (tempo!, if  5...b1R? 

6.Bb2 Rc1 7.Bxg7 Sf6 8.Kc3 ~ 9.Kb2 Sxe4 10.Rxc1, but 8...??) 6.Bb2 Qc1 (tempo!) 7.Bxg7 

Sf6 8.Kc3 Qb2+ (tempo!, if  8…~ 9.Rxc1 Sxe4+ 10.Kb2, but 8…??) 9.Kxb2 Sxe4 10.Rc1 Sxf2 

11.Ka1 Sd3 12.cxd3 Ra7 13.Rc6 bxc6 14.Sc4 Bb7 15.a3 Ba8 16.Bc8  Black needs to lose a 

tempo, but loses three, instead.  A three-move tempo maneuver (bQ promotion, bQ waiting 

move on c1, and Rundlauf on b2) (A), Black promotes to Q because only a Q can promptly 

triangulate to a useful square (LB), The promoted piece must lose two tempi; the Q is the only 

one that can accomplish it. Entertaining problem (RM), Quite an intricate PG and not easy to 

solve (CCF). 

P0310 (Monsky) 1.a4 b5 2.axb5 Sc6 3.Rxa7 Sa5 4.Ra6 Ra7 5.Rh6! Ba6 6.b3 Qa8 7.Bb2 Kd8 

8.Bf6 Kc8 9.Sc3 Kb7 10.Qa1 Kb6 11.Sd1 Kxb5 12.Bg5 Kb4 13.Qf6 Ka3 14.Rh4 Ka2 15.Ra4+ 

Kb1 16.Ra1+  Long bK march and a six-move wR roundtrip. 5.Rh6! is precisely chosen. Tricky 

problem; there are several plausible ways to remove the a7 and b7 pawns (RM), Tricky 

crossing by bK and interesting Rundaluf by wR (CCF). 
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The lesser-known No.9 achieves an identical formula using a much smaller attack force.     

1.f8B? (2.Bb2#) turns sour after 1…Kxf6! 1.f8R? (2.Bf4#) is deficient on account of 1…Kxd6! 

1.f8S! (zz) is the diligent waiter resuming 1…Kxf6  2.Bb2# and 1…Kxd6  2.Bf4# on schedule. 

Those alternate Bishop mates give a nice impression.    

     An oddball structure characterizes No.10.  The obvious 1.h8Q! (2.Bc6, Bb5, Ba4, Qh3#) 

appears a trifle simplistic.  Yet none of these four threats happen.  Instead, a fresh quartet 

follows 1…Rc6  2.Rxc6#. 1…Rc5  2.Rxc5#, 1…Rc4  2.Rxc4#, and 1…Rxc3  2.Qxc3#.  The 

substitution process is called “Ojanen theme.”       

     Can such a trick employ a pinned Bishop?  Emphatically yes, as No.11 shows.  1.h8Q! 

(2.Kg7, Kh7, Kf7, Qc3#) gets defused by any BB movement.  The equivalent number of 

revised coups follows 1…Be6+  2.Bxe6#, 1…Bf5  2.Bxf5#, 1…Bg4  2.Bxg4#, and 1…Bxh3  

2.Qxh3#.       

     A Zagoruiko is spread over several phases in the delightful No.12.  1.Qc2? (zz) swallows 

1…Ka3  2.Qb3# and 1…Ka5  2.Qa4#, but 1…Kxb5!  1.b8B? (zz) has 2.Bd6# for 1…Kc5, but 

1…Ka5!  1.Be2? (zz) plans 1…Ka5  2.Qa3# and 1…Kc5  2.Qd4#, but 1…Ka4!  Of course, the 

devious 1.b8S! (zz) has radically different answers to fell 1…Ka5  2.Sc6# and 1…Kc5  2.Sa6#.  

W________w 
[wdwdwIwd] 
[dwdw)wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdkdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dwdwdw$N] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdN!] 
[dwdkdPdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwIwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdNd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdKdw!wd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdk0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdRdwdwd] 
[dwdNdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdkd] 
[dwdBdwdn] 
[wdwdPdw!] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdKdw] 
w--------w 

N13 K. Mlynka, Sp. Prize 
Lokker-MT 2000 

N14 S. Kirilpov 
Shakmaty v SSSR 1974 

N15 R. Lincoln 
Original 

N16 R. Lincoln 
Original 

#2                           (6+1) #2                           (5+1) #2                           (5+2) #2                           (4+2) 

No.13 evinces a Zagoruiko scheme with no WQ in sight.  First comes 1.Rd5+? giving 1…Ke4  

2.Sf6# and 1…Ke6  2.Sf4#, but 1…Kg6!  1.e8S? (zz) gains 1…Ke4  2.Sd6 and 1…Ke6  

2.Sg7#, but 1…Kg6!  Correct is the razor sharp 1.e8B! (zz) where 1…Ke4  and 1…Ke6 are 

then neatly subjugated by 2.Bg6# and 2.Bd7#.  Recurring refutations may bother some, but not 

me.     

     The denouement of No.14 contains repetitive blows.  A false start goes 1.Se7? (zz) which 

garners 1…Kc7  2.Qc8# and 1…Kxe7  2.Qe8#, but 1…Ke6! remains at large.  The right tonic 

is 1.Qh7! (zz) to spoil 1…Ke6 with 2.f8S#.  Otherwise, BK junkets to c7, d8, or c8 are brought 

low by a devastating 2.f8Q#.  Here is a good example of my pet stratagem.   

     This cute caper deserved emulation, so I fashioned No.15 to attain belabored promotions.   

1.Qg8! (zz) has 2.Qg4#  zero in on the runaway 1…Kf5.  That sorrowful BK burrows into three 

adjacent bolt-holes to incur the wrath of 2.f8Q#   1…f5 receives the same treatment.     

     The concluding No.16 gets by on short rations as the WK doesn’t participate.  One feeble try 

is 1.Qg6+? Kf8  2.Qf7#, 1…Kh8!  A humble push, 1.e7! (zz), proves implacable.  2.e8Q# gets 

duplicated through diverse means.  1…Kh8 involves self-pin while 1…Kf7 has loss of line 

control. 1…Sg5 (2.Be6?) involves another kind of line control loss. 1…Sf6 can avoid (2.e8Q?) 

at the expense of 2.Be6#. 1...Sf8 eludes both contingencies to cause a further climax – 

2.exf8Q#.  Those dual avoidance and correction motifs evolved as lucky by-products.    
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The main element of Dr. Speckmann’s No.3 is five distinct refutations by BK.  There is plenty 

of change and mate transfer along the way. 1.Qd5+? nabs 1…Ke7 2.d8Q#, but 1…Kxd5!  

1.Qe4+? acquires 1…Kxd7  2.f8Q#, but 1…Kd6!  1.Rh6+? meets either 1…Ke7 or 1…Kxf7 by 

2.Qe8#, but 1…Kxd7!  1.Be5? (zz) has both 2.Qe8#  and 2.f8S# against 1…Ke7 and 1…Kxd7, 

but 1…Kxe5!  At last, 1.d8R! (2.Qe4, f8S#) is too much to bear.   

      Overloading the BR on the eighth tier is carried off nicely in No.4.  There is a set 2.Sd6# for 

1…Ke8.  1.Sh6+? changes 1…Ke8 to 2.Qf7#, but 1…Kxg7! 1.Qe1? (2.Qe7#) is flung back 

1…Re8!  At length, 1.Qa6! (2.Qxa8#) conquers. Variations are unreeled 1…Rb8  2.cxb8Q#, 

1…Rc8  2.Qxc8#, 1…Rd8  2.cxd8Q#, 1…Re8  2.Qf6#, and 1…Rxa6  2.c8Q#.  A niggling dual   

arises on 1…Ra7 giving 2.c8Q# or 2.Qc8#.  What do you want – egg in your beer?      

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[)k)wdwdw] 
[wHwdwdwd] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw!wdwd] 
[dw$Pdwdw] 
[wdwdkdbd] 
[dwdwdpdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw)wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[wdwdwdQd] 
[Gwdwdwdw] 
[w$wdwdwd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdNdw$] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwiwdwdw] 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdK] 
w--------w 

N5 E. Bogdanov, 1st Com. 
Prapor Peremogi-TT ‘71 

N6 R. Lincoln 
The Problemist 1995 

N7 E. Machler, 3rd HM 
Rizxetti-MT 1985 

N8 M. Caillaud, 2nd Pr. 
Probleemblad 1985 

#2                           (6+1) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (5+1) #2                           (6+1) 

Some compelling tries enliven No.5.  1.a8S? (2.Ra5#) has 1…Kc6 2.c8Q#, but 1…Ka6!  1.Sa8? 

(zz) reserves 2.Ra5# against 1…Kxa7 or 1…Kxa8, while 1…Kc8 tumbles to 2.Rd8#.  Alas, still 

no answer for 1…Ka6!  So 1.c8S! (zz) provides brand new finales:  1…Kc7  2.Rd7#,  1…Kc6  

2.Rc5#, and 1…Ka6  2.a8Q#.   

     Promotions at connecting squares are the raison d’ētre behind No.6.  Prepared mates are 

embedded for 1…Bf7  2.Rc6# and 1…Be8 2.dxe8Q#.  A committed try, 1.Qf8? (2.d8S#), seals 

off two leaks, but now 1…Bf7! is safe.  Ironically, 1.Qc8! (2.d8Q#) awards two extra flights.  

That threat proceeds despite access of BK to four locations.  The set for 1…Be8 is cheerfully 

altered to 2.dxe8S#.    

     The Rex solus of No.7 manages timely escapes in a nimble manner.  1.e8B? (2.Rb5#) lets 

1…Ke5! slip free.  1.e8R? (2.Qe4#) sees 1…Kc6! take wing.  1.Qf4? (zz) grips 1…Kc6  

2.Qd6#, but 1…Ke6!  1.Rd2+? promises 1…Ke5 2.Bb2#, but 1…Kc6! Finally, the painstaking 

1.e8S! (zz) puts the kibosh on 1…Ke5  2.Rb5# and 1…Kc6  2.Qe6#.       

     Related shenanigans occur within No.8. 1.d8R? (2.Be3#) fails to 1…Kb6! Conversely, 

1.d8B? (2.Rh5#) would release 1…Kd5!  So 1.d8S! (zz) secures the guards needed to trap 

1…Kb6 2.Be3# and 1…Kd5 2.Rh5#.  This specimen won acclaim as an extremely clever 

Dombrovskis.    

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdw)w$wd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdQdwdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[KdkdBdwd] 
[dw4w)wdP] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw$wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdkdwdKd] 
[dwdbdwdP] 
[w!wdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[wiwdwdwd] 
[dwdQIwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdBdwdw] 
w--------w 

N9 M. Belik, 1st Prize 
Gapichkin-MT 1988 

N10 B.Tsiruik & S.Kirilpov 
Comm., Bron-MT 1992 

N11 M. Reitman 
Schachprofil 1993 

N12 S. Podushkin 
Due Alfieri 1979 

#2                           (6+1) #2                           (5+2) #2                           (4+2) #2                           (5+2) 
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R5, Arno Tüngler - 1.Kg3-h4 12.Be8-g6 13.Kh4-g4 15.h4-h5 16.h2-h4 17.Kg4-h3 24.Ba4-c2 

26.Kh2-h1 33.Be8-g6 35.Kg1-f1 43.Bd1-e2 46.Kd1-c1 48.Bd1-c2 53.Kc5xd6 x (No previous 

record)  

R6, George P. Sphicas - 19.Kh5xg4 39.Kf1xg1 60.Kg4xh3 82.Kg1xh1 104.Kg4xf3 105.Kf3-

g4 107.f4xe5 108.Kg4xg5 111.Ke3-d4 112.e2-e3 != (Previous record in 111 moves: 

8/1P3P2/B7/2K2Qp1/4Pp2/pR2PP2/R5P1/1NN2k2, ser-!= 111, M. & R. Tomašević, 

Problemkiste, 1998)  

R7, Radovan Tomašević - 16.Kg2xh3 33.Kg5xh5 49.Kg2xg3 51.Kf4xe5 52.Ke5-d4 56.e7-

e8=R 57.Re8-e7 = (Previous record in 55 moves: 8/p6k/8/n1rn4/K1b2b2/5P2/8/8, ser-= 55, 

Vladimír Janál, Blog zlínského problemisty, 2011)  

R8, Cornel Pacurar - 19.Kb7xa6 37.Ka3xa4 53.Kb7xb6 55.Kc5xd4 56.Kd4-e4 59.d5xc6 

61.c7-c8=Q 62.Qc8-g8 Kf6-e7 z (Previous record in 60 moves: 8/8/3p2br/3P4/4n1Kn/2k5/8/8, 

ser-s Zc2 60, M. & R. Tomašević, Problemkiste, 1997) 

  

The challenge continues for the year 2012. At the end of 2012, we will  publish new records 

and prizes will  be given. 

Table of Records 

SG2010 Studies Award Revised 
  

The award was published in SG56. A couple of omissions were made which are corrected here. 

     Complete solution for the first prize winner was missing. Here it is: 

1st Prize - (Franjo Vrabec - E0195) 1.Re3+!! This is the key move. White must force the black 

King to the second rank. The reason for this will  soon become obvious. Thematic try 1.Re6!? 

Sb4! (1...Sd4? 2.Rd6 Rxa8 3.Rxd4 Rc8 4.Rc4+-) 2.Rd6 Rxa8 3.Rd8 Rc8!! (3...Sd5? 4.Rxd5 Rc8 

5.Rc5+-) 4.Rxc8 Sd5! 5.Kg5 Kg3 6.Kh6 Kh4 7.Kg7 Kg5 8.Kf7 Kf5 9.Ke8 Ke6 10.Kd8 Kd6=, 

1...Kh2! (1...Kg2 2.Re6 Sb4 (2...Sd4 3.Rg6+! Kh3 4.Rd6 Rxa8 5.Rxd4 Rc8 6.Rc4 a5 7.Rc3+ 

Kg2 8.Kg4! a4 9.Rc2+ Kf1 10.Kf5 a3 11.Ke6 a2 12.Rc1+ Ke2 13.Kd7+-) 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 

Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8 6.Rc5 Kf3 (6...a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+ Kf1 9.Kf5+-) 7.Kg5 Ke4 8.Kf6 Kd4 9.Rc1 

Kd5 10.Ke7+-) 2.Re6 Sb4 2...Sd4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rxd4 Rc8 5.Rc4 a5 6.Kg4+-; 2...Rxa8 3.Rxc6 

Rc8 4.Kg5+-3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Rc8! 4...Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8 6.Rc5 a5 7.Kg4!+-5.Rxc8 Sd5 

6.Kg4!6.Kh6? Kh3 7.Kg7 Kg4 8.Kf7 Kf5 9.Ke8 Ke6 10.Kd8 Kd6=; 6.Kg5!? Kg3 and position 

of the thematic try after 5.Kg3= 6...Kg2 7.Kh4! Kh2 8.Rf8!! Sxc7 9.Rf2+ Kg1 10.Kg3 Sb5 

11.Rf3! Sd4 11...Sd6 12.Rd3 Se4+ 13.Kf3 Sg5+ 14.Kg4+- 12.Rd3! Sf5+ 13.Kg4! and easy 

win. The very purely constructed study with logic character. The unconditional winner of the 

given competition. 
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Series-Mover Length Records Challenge Results 

By Radovan Tomašević and Cornel Pacurar 

  

In StrateGems 53 the readers were challenged to improve any of the move-length records for the 

22 series-mover stipulations considered by the late Miloš Tomašević in his 2003 reference 

booklet "398 Zuglängen Rekorde Im Serienzüger in Bezug auf die Steineanzahl". Two authors 

have successfully responded to the challenge: Arno Tüngler (Germany), with 5 entries, and 

George P. Sphicas (USA), with 1 entry. The new records are for series help-target square with 

14 and 19 units (R1 and R2), series auto-pin with 7 and 8 units (R3 and R4), series capture with 

17 units (R5) and series auto-stalemate with 17 units (R6). 

     Congratulations to Arno and George, who will  receive a book prize from the StrateGems 

library! We are also very pleased to contribute two new records: series stalemate with 9 units 

(R7) and series self-target square with 8 units (R8). 

W________w 
[wgkdBGwd] 
[dw0wdwdR] 
[w0PdRdNd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw)Ndwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdBGNdbd] 
[$wdwdpdw] 
[wHk$w)pd] 
[dwdpdpdw] 
[PdwdwIwd] 
[dPdQdPdw] 
[wdw)wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdbdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdr0w] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdKdn] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdbdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwdkdr0w] 
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwhwdn] 
w--------w 

R1 Arno Tüngler R2 Arno Tüngler R3 Arno Tüngler R4 Arno Tüngler 

ser-h Zb7 91    C-    (9+5) ser-h Zh7 124  C+  (13+6) ser-EF 49      C+     (2+5) 
(absolute and effective) 

ser-EF 61     C+      (2+6) 
(absolute and effective) 

R1, Arno Tüngler - 1.Bb8-a7 3.Kb8-a8 4.Ba7-b8 12.Kc2xd2 18.Kf5xe6 30.Ka7-a8 31.Bb8-a7 

35.Kd8xe8 39.Kb8-a8 40.Ba7-b8 52.Kf5xg6 64.Ka7-a8 65.Bb8-a7 70.Ke8xf8 75.Kb8-a8 

76.Ba7-b8 89.Kd6xc6 90.Kc6-d6 91.c7-c6 Rh7-b7 z (Previous record in 91 moves, but with 

black King in check in the initial position: 8/8/4PpPk/3N1P2/2KP3N/2P2R1B/3B4/6Q1, ser-h 

Zd7 91, M. & R. Tomašević, MAT, 1992)  

R2, Arno Tüngler - 15.Kh7-h8 16.Bg8-h7 19.Kf8xe8 22.Kg8-h8 23.Bh7-g8 38.Kc5xd6 

53.Kh7-h8 54.Bg8-h7 58.Ke8xd8 62.Kg8-h8 63.Bh7-g8 78.Kc5xb6 93.Kh7-h8 94.Bg8-h7 

99.Kd8xc8 104.Kg8-h8 105.Bh7-g8 122.Ke6xf6 123.Kf6-e6 124.f7-f6 Ra7-h7 z (No previous 

record)  

R3, Arno Tüngler - 15.Kg4xf3 28.Kg1xh1 41.Kf4xg3 42.Kg3-h4 47.g7-g8=R 48.Rg8-g6 

49.Kh4-h5 EF (Previous record in 41 moves: 8/8/5b2/8/3n4/2k3pK/6P1/7n, ser-EF 41, M. & R. 

Tomašević, Problemkiste, 1997)  

R4, Arno Tüngler - 13.Kd1xe1 27.Kg4xf3 40.Kg1xh1 53.Kf4xg3 54.Kg3-h4 59.g7-g8=R 

60.Rg8-g6 61.Kh4-h5 EF (Previous record in 54 moves: 8/8/2k3K1/4n2n/8/6br/4P3/1b6, ser-EF 

54, M. & R. Tomašević, Problemkiste, 1997)  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwhwdw1w] 
[wdPhw0wg] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdw0wd] 
[dwdP4PIP] 
[k4wdwdw)] 
[dwdwdwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dpdw1wgw] 
[ndpdPdr0] 
[dwdwdpdr] 
[wdwdP)wd] 
[dwdwdKhb] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdkdwdwd] 
[dw)whwIn] 
[wdPdPdwd] 
[dwdwdwgr] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[rgpdwiwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[ndKhwdwd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R5 Arno Tüngler R6 George P. Sphicas R7 Radovan Tomašević R8 Cornel Pacurar 

ser-x 53        C+      (8+9) ser-!= 112      C-    (4+13) ser-= 57       C+      (4+5) ser-s Ze7 62    C+   (2+6) 
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1st Prize - (Sven Trommler, Franz Pachl & Silvio Baier - F0973) 1.Qd5 PAc1 2.Rb5 PAa4 

3.PAb4 VAc4#, 1.d5 PAc2 2.Rb6 VAa6 3.LEb5 NAc4#, 1.RAd5 PAc3 2.Rb4 NAa8 3.Sb6 

PAc4# Only rarely do I completely disagree with comments in published solutions, but here I 

am disagreeing: This is not quite a technical achievement, but a messy position. Rather, it is an 

astonishingly elegant rendering of an unbelievably complex set of thematic relations between 

all pieces, moves, and solutions: Cyclic change of WPA/WVA/WNA in moves 2 and 3, triple 

avoidance in the first black moves as well as in the first white moves, harmony of the second 

black moves, strategic pattern of the third black moves, three mating arrivals on c4, perfectly 

matching the three arrivals on d5 in the beginning of the solution. This is a world-class 

achievement. 

2nd Prize - (Jean-Marc Loustau - F0919) Any move of PAf4 opens g5-e3 and threatens 

2.Ne3#. The lines of LEf2 and VAh2 are opened as well. Any move of PAg4 opens h3-e6 and 

thus parries the threat, because the guard of e6 is lost. Additional line effects of moves are 

added in the following description of the solution. 1.PAe4? (closes f3-c6) (2.Ne3#), 1…LExg7 

2.Sxc3#, 1…Bc5 2.Qc6#, 1…PAf4!, 1.PAd4?! (closes b2-e5, opens f2-a7) (2.Ne3#), 1…PAf4 

(closes h2-e5) 2.Qe5#, 1…PAe4!, 1.PAc4?!! (closes b3-f7 and c1-c6) (2.Ne3#), 1…LExg7 

2.Sxc3#, 1…Bc5 2.Qxc5#, 1…PAf4 (closes f2-f7) 2.Qxf7#, 1…PAe4 (closes f3-c6) 2.Qc6#, 

1…PAd4!; 1.PAb4! (closes a3-d6 and b2-b7 and e1-a5) (2.Ne3#), 1…LExg7 2.Sxc3#, 

1…PAf4 (closes h2-d6) 2.Qd6#, 1…PAe4 (closes f3-b7) 2.Qb7#, 1…PAd4 (closes f2-c5) 

2.Qa5#, 1…PAc4 (closes c1-c5) 2.Qc5# Fourth degree White correction, combined with 4-fold 

Loshinsky theme. The scheme is thus based on the use of line effects (openings and closings). A 

random move of PAf4 creates a threat which is parried by a random move of its neighbor PAg4. 

A major difficulty of the Loshinsky theme (why does the black piece not capture the white 

one?) is a priori mastered through the use of Paos. As usual in the theme, the first try does not 

include additional effects: The black piece simply enters the only available square, because 

White does not yet have additional effects available. Any further try (and the solution) adds 

effects, both of the attacking side and of the defending side. White makes use of white-black 

interferences (which visually may be either openings or closings, but the effect, of course, is 

that the functioning of black moves is restricted), which allow mates after Black introduced 

black-black interferences. The construction is admirable: No thematic mate is repeated, so a 

number of changes occur. All  (!!)  mates are delivered by the same piece, the WQ. The mirror 

position of the BK is astonishing, but the matrix requires much space. It is the master’s skill 

rather than luck that the remaining parts of the board were big enough to be filled with the 

required pieces. It would be inappropriate to deplore the rather weak role of WRc8 (guarding c4 

in order to save 1.PAb4 PAf4 2.Qd6#), and two Nightriders (g3, g8) were required to guard the 

square e4 (Ng3 could be replaced by a Knight). We even have a changed mate in the by-play 

1.– Bc5. 

3rd Prize - (Vlaicu Crisan & Eric Huber - F0952) 1…nRxf6-f5 [Pf4]+ 2.Kxe6-d5 [nBe5] 

nSxf5-g5 [nRd4]+ 3.Kxe5-h8 [nBd5] nRxd5-a8 [nBd4]#, 1…nSb3 2.Kxf4-b4 [nRe5] nBd5 

3.Kxb3-a1 [nSb4] nRxd5-h1 [nBe5]#, 1…nSxe6-d5 [nBd4]+ 2.Kxd4-g1 [nBe5] nSxf4-g4 

[nRd5] 3.Kh1 nRxe5-a1 [nBd5]#, 1…nSxe6-d7 [nBd4]+ 2.Kxd4-a7 [nBe5] nRe4 3.Ka8 nRxe5-

a1 [nBe4]# Chameleon echo mates in all four corners without twinning. A total of 15 PWC & T 

& M captures in only 20 moves, with a play all over the board. A miracle! 

4th Prize - (Chris Feather - F0987) a) 1.Qh5 Kf1 2.Rb8 Ke1 3.Rxb1 [Pb8=Q]+ Kxd2 [Re1] 

4.Re5 Qb2#, b) 1.Qd7 a4 2.Qxa4 [Pd7] d8Q 3.Qf4 Qg8 4.Qh2 Qa2#, c) 1.Qb6 axb3 [Ra2] 

2.Qxb3 [Pb6] b7 3.Qh3 b8Q 4.Rd3 Qb1# Elegant and deep strategy: Three different BQ 

hideaways on an open board. An extremely original use of fairy conditions. 
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Only the first twin solution was given for the 1st Special Commendation. Now we have both 

solutions: 

1st Special Commendation - (Marcel Doré - E0192) A) 1.Kf4! (1.Ke3? Sc2+ 2.Kf4 Sb4!! 

3.Be2 Sd5+ 4.Kg4 Se3+ 5.Kf4 Kh3 6.Kxe3 h1Q–+) 1...Kg1 2.Bc6 Sg2+ 3.Kf3!! h1Q 

(3...Sxh4+ 4.Kg3) 4.Bf2+ Kh2 (4...Kf1 5.Bb5#) 5.Bg3+ Kg1 (5...Kh3 6.Bd7#) 6.Bf2+=; B) 

1.Ke3! (1.Kf4? Sd3+ 2.Ke3 Se5!!–+; 1.Bc6? Kh3! 2.Ke3 Sg2+ 3.Kf2 h1Q–+) 1...Kh3 2.Bd7+ 

(2.Bc6? Sg2+ 3.Kf2 h1Q 4.Bd7+ Kxh4–+) 2...Kxh4 3.Bc6 Kg3 4.Bh1! Sg2+ 5.Ke2= (A) A 

pleasant super miniature. 

StrateGems 2010 Fairies Award 
by Hans Gruber, International Judge of FIDE 

  

List of participating problems 

I-III/ 2010 F0901, F0902, F0903, F0904, F0905, F0906, F0907, F0908, F0909, F0910, F0911, 

F0912, F0913, F0914, F0915, F0916, F0917, F0918, F0919, F0920, F0921, F0922, F0923, 

F0924, F0925, F0926 (solution a) unclear: 3.DGg2?!; in b) DL in 5 moves: 2.Kg3 [+wuRf2] 

3.Kh2 4.Kh1 5.G2d2 uRh2#), F0927 [27]; 

IV-VI/2010 F0928, F0929, F0930, F0931, F0932, F0933, F0934, F0935, F0936, F0937, F0938, 

F0939, F0940, F0941, F0942, F0943, F0944, F0945, F0946, F0947, F0948, F0949, F0950, 

F0951, F0952, F0953, F0954 [27]; 

VII -IX/2010 F0955, F0956, F0957, F0958, F0959, F0960, F0961, F0962, F0963 (misprint; 

corr. = F0991, X-XII/ 2010), F0964, F0965, F0966, F0967 (cook), F0968, F0969, F0970, 

F0971, F0972, F0973, F0974, F0975, F0976, F0977, F0978, F0979, F0980, F0981, F0982, 

F0983, F0984, N9, N15, N20 [33]; 

X-XII/ 2010 F0985, F0986, F0987, F0988, F0989, F0990, F0991 (= F0963v, see VII -IX/2010), 

F0992, F0993, F0994, F0995, F0996, F0997, F0998, F0999, F1000, F1001, F1002, F1003, 

F1004, F1005, F1006, F1007, F1008 [24]. 

     This is a total of 110 problems (not counting the misprinted and corrected F0963). The 

average was of outstanding quality—congratulations to the editor, Petko Petkov, who obviously 

motivates many top fairy composers to submit their problems to StrateGems. It was 

tremendously difficult  to make a selection of what I consider to be the most memorable 

problems. (Even more difficult  was the task of ranking the first three prizes, each of which is 

outstanding.)  

     After the first two rounds of analyzing the problems, almost half of them were still in the 

pre-selection. In particular, there were many good helpmates with perfect harmony in two 

phases, often including a number of fairy pieces or fairy conditions, which were specifically 

used. Of course, judging such problems requires acknowledgment of the complexity of the 

strategy and the effects of contemporary orthodox helpmates. Newly introduced fairy elements 

do not justify a lack of comprehensive strategy. Enrichment with fairy effects alone does not 

compensate for it. 

w________w 
[wg RdN dN G ] 
[0w!wdbH w] 
[Kdwdwdpd] 
[dwdkdwg w] 
[wdwdw$rg ] 
[gb 0Ndb H B ] 
[p1 wdN1 wg ] 
[g w4 wg w4w] 
w--------w 

2nd Prize 
Jean-Marc Loustau  

#2                        (12+20) 
bB Vaos, N N’s  
q Leos, rR Paos 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdb 0wd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdwh w4 wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

3rd Prize, Vlaicu Crisan 
& Eric Huber 

h#2½    4 sols.    (0+2+3) 
PWC + Take & Make 
NWK 

W________w 
[w4ndwdKd] 
[dwh wdwdw] 
[wdw0pdwd] 
[dwiwdwdp] 
[wdR$wdrd ] 
[dwdB )wdr ] 
[b dwHq4 q4 ] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Prize, Sven Trommler, 
Franz Pachl & Silvio Baier 

h#3     3 sols.      (6+14) 
N NAO,n RAO,q LEO 
rR PAOs ,bB VAOs 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dqdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w4w4wdwd] 
[iPdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

4th Prize 
Chris Feather 

h#4    b) Pb1a2    (2+5) 
c) as b) but Rb2b3 
Madrasi + PWC 
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4th Honorable Mention 
Chris Feather  

ser. h#19*                (5+3) 
q Double-Grasshopper  

w________w 
[bGwdwdwd] 
[dwdn0wdw] 
[wdwdB)w!] 
[)wdndp)w] 
[Rdwdpgkd] 
[dwHw)wdp] 
[wdwdPdwH] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

6th Honorable Mention 
Hubert Gockel 

#2Õ  Annan Chess (12+9) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdndw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwdwdwdK] 
w--------w 

5th  Honorable Mention 
Norbert Geissler 
& Frank Müller 

s#36                        (1+3) 
Checking zigzag 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[1pdrdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dK0wdBdw] 
[rdwdw)n0] 
[dbdw$whk] 
[wdRdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

7th Honorable Mention 
Mario Parrinello 

hs#3½    2 sols.    (5+11) 

5th Honorable Mention - (Norbert Geissler & Frank Müller - F0937) 1.Kh2 2.Kh3 Sg5+ 

3.Kg4 4.Kh5 5.Kh6 Sf7+ 6.Kg7 7.Kg8 Sh6+ 8.Kf8 9.Ke8 10.Kd7 11.Ke6 12.Kd5 13.Kc4 b5+ 

14.Kc3 b4+ 15.Kc2 b3+ 16.Kc1 b2+ 17.Kd2 b1S+ 18.Kd3 19.Kc4 Sd2+/Sa3+ 20.Kb5/Kc5 

21.Kb6 Sc4+ 22.Ka7 23.Ka8 Sb6+ 24.Ka7 Sc8+ 25.Ka6 26.Ka5 27.Kb4 28.Kc3 29.Kd3 

30.Ke4 Sd6+ 31.Kf4 32.Kg5 Se4+/Shf7+/Sdf7+ 33.Kh4 Sf5+ 34.Kh3 Sg5+ 35.Kh2 Sf3+ 

36.Kh1 Sg3# Long royal walk h1-a8-h1, almost reaching the other corners as well (squares g8 

and c1 are entered). A great Wenigsteiner. 

6th Honorable Mention - (Hubert Gockel - F0903) 1.Sd1? (2.Sf2#[A]), 1…Bf3+ 2.Kg1#, 

1…Sxe3[a] 2.Bxf5#[B], 1…Bxe3[b] 2.Kg1[C]#, 1…Se5!; 1.Sxe4! (2.Bxf5#[B]), 1…Bf3+ 

2.Kg1#, 1… Sxe3[a] 2.Kg1#[C], 1…Bxe3[b] 2.Sf2#[A]  The basic principle behind the 

changes in this Shedey cycle is easy, but Annan Chess is a condition which makes the 

mechanism more difficult  to comprehend than others do. (The condition obviously allows to 

save material: The WPa5 in fact is a second WR . . . ) In the try, the black pieces capturing 

WPe3 get Pawn power. In the solution, they detract Pawn power from WSe4. The double 

check Sf2++ in the solution is rather brutal, the black duals 1…Bf3+ (countered by the 

thematic mate Kg1) are a pity. 

7th Honorable Mention - (Mario Parrinello - F0958) 1…Bf7 2.Bxd7 Be8 3.Re6 Se3 

4.Rxe3+ Bxd7#, 1…Rd1 2.Rxb3 Rb1 3.Bd3 Sf5 4.Bxf5+ Rxb3# We have a black peri-critical 

man oeuvre, in order to capture the white piece, which forms the rear piece of a newly created 

battery. The battery fires by switchback after unpin. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdKdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0kdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw0Q dpgw] 
[wdp$pdwd] 
[dwdq dbdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Chris Feather  

h#2       3 sols.      (3+10) 
PWC, qQ G’s   

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dw)wdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[wdKdw0wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Kohey Yamada  

hs#3    b) Ke3c5   (2+2) 

       Paralyzing pieces 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[gwdpdw!w] 
[pdw4 wdwd] 
[0wdwdwdk] 
[wdK! Pdw0] 
[dwdwg pdw] 
[q 0wdwdwd] 
[dwdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Mario Parrinello 

hs#3 b) LEa2a4 (4+12) 
b Nereide, qQ Leos 
r Triton 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[wdr dwdwd] 
[dwdwg Kdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Eric Huber 
ded. to Vlaicu Crisan 

h#2      2 sols.     (1+1+2) 
PWC + Take & Make 

Commendation - (Chris Feather - F0940) 1.Kc4 Gxd1 [Gd3] 2.Gb5 Rd4#, 1.Ke5 Gxf1 [Bd3] 

2.Be4 Rd5#, 1.Kc6 Gxg3 [Bd3] 2.Bb5 Rd6# Echo mates with a good use of the fairy condition 

(including the mates), made possible by the tool of a Y-flight of the BK. 

w________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dPdwdwdw] 
[Q dwdwdwd] 
[dw)wdPdw] 
[wdwIwdw1 ] 
[dwdwdw1 k] 
w--------w 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdw$] 
[! wdkdKdw] 
[Qdw)wdRd] 
[dwdP0wdw] 
[Q dw1phwd] 
[dwdw0rdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

1st Honorable Mention 
Petko A. Petkov 

hs#3        2 sols.      (8+7) 
Take & Make, Q Lions 

W________w 
[wdw4n dwd] 
[dw0w0wdw] 
[wdn dk0wd] 
[db 0p0wdw] 
[r dwdwgwd] 
[dwdwH wdw] 
[wdndwIwd] 
[dw4wdndw] 
w--------w 

2nd Honorable Mention 
Franz Pachl  
& Markus Manhart  

h#2   n n N‘s   (1+14+3) 
b) Pf6f5, c) -Pe5 
Take & Make  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dwdwdQdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[IN dw$wdw] 
[wdw4wdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

5th Prize 
Torsten Linss       

s#18      3 sols.       (4+2) 
N Rose       C -  

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[kdwHb $ wd] 
[dwdwdn dw] 
[wdN dwdwd] 
[dwdr dwdw] 
[wdwdB dwd] 
[dQ dwdwdK] 
w--------w 

3rd Honorable Mention 
Krasimir Gandev       

ser.h#7 b) Gb1c5 (6+5) 
b Bishop-Locust, n NAO, 
B VAO,R PAO, N N’s, 
Q G, r Rook-Locust  

5th Prize - (Torsten Linss - F0979) 1.Qg5+ Kh7 2.Re7+ Kh8 3.ROf7+ Kh7 4.ROc4+ Kh8 

5.Qh6+ Kg8 6.ROb6+ Rd5 7.Re2 Kf7 8.ROc4++ Kg8 9.ROg4+ Kf7 10.Qh7+ Kf8 11.Qh8+ 

Kf7 12.ROh2++ Kg6 13.Qh6+ Kf5 14.Rf2+ Ke4 15.Qf4+ Kd3 16.Rd2+ Kc3 17.Qc7+ Rc5 

18.Qa5+ Rxa5#, 1.ROf7+ Kg7 2.Rg3+ Kf8 3.ROb3+ Ke7,Ke8 4.Qe6+ Kf8 5.ROc5+ Rd7 

6.ROf2 Rd3+ 7.Ka4 Rd7 8.Qf6+ Ke8 9.ROe4+ Rd6 10.Rc3 Kd7 11.Qf7+ Kd8 12.Qf8+ Kd7 

13.ROf2++ Ke6 14.Qf6+ Kd5 15.Qf5+ Kd4 16.Rd3+ Kc4 17.Qc8+ Rc6 18.Qa6+ Rxa6#, 

1.Rh3+ Kg7 2.Rh7+ Kg8 3.Qg6+ Kf8 4.Rf7+ Ke8 5.Qc6+ Rd7 6.Rf4 Ke7 7.Qf6+ Ke8 8.Qe6+ 

Re7 9.Qc6+ Rd7 10.Kb4 Ke7 11.Qf6+ Ke8 12.Qe5+ Re7 13.Qb8+ Kd7 14.Rd4+ Kc6 

15.ROf3+ Re5 16.ROh4+ Re7 17.Ka5+ Kc5 18.Qa7+ Rxa7# The three-fold echo in a S# 

without conditions is achieved with vivid play all over the board, including a rich use of the 

WRO. (We certainly all agree that only computers can find such move sequences. But who 

cares? It is the quality of the final product which counts.) 

1st Honorable Mention - (Petko A. Petkov - F0945) 1.Rg3 Rxg3-g4 2.Qd3 Sxd3-a3 3.LIxa3-

b5+ Qxa4-f4#, 1.Qf1 Rxf1-g1 2.Re6 Sxe6-e8 3.LIxe8-c7+ Qxa7-f2# An original, strategically 

complex achievement. A full  pair of white and black moves is invested to restrict, two moves 

later, the BQ’s forced lion-like move. A good dual avoidance, economical in the use of force as 

well as space. 

2nd Honorable Mention - (Franz Pachl & Markus Manhart - F0951) a) 1.Ra8 nRxa8-d8 

2.nBc4 nNxd5-d4#, b) 1.Nc4 nBxc4-e8 2.nNg2 nRxf4-h6#, c) 1.Rd1 nNxd1-c1 2.nRa6 nBxc6-

g4# A fine cycle of functions of the three neutral pieces in order to achieve double-checks. A 

pity that the authors did not manage to use BB/BN/BR in the first black move. 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Krasimir Gandev - F0976) a) 1.NAd1 2.NAb2 3.NAxd6 4.Kb5 

5.NAc8 6.NAb6 7.Ka6 Ng2#, b) 1.NAg7 2.NAe8 3.NAxc4 4.Kb6 5.NAa3 6.NAb5 7.Ka6 Nh4# 

The BNA captures one of the white battery front pieces (Nightrider), then it is moved along the 

pin line: A BK switchback allows the BNA to leave and re-enter the line. The second 

Nightrider opens the other battery (we have complete ODT), avoiding the formation of a hurdle 

for the black Locust. Absolutely perfect, beautiful, and easy to understand, although we see 

seven different kinds of fairy pieces. The Locusts and the Chinese pieces on the 6th rank and the 

diagonal, form harmonic units, so they do not leave the impression of four additional sorts of 

fairy pieces. 

4th Honorable Mention - (Chris Feather - F0927) 1…Kc2#, 1.DGc4 2.Kh2 3.Kg3 4.DGb4 

5.DGa3 6.DGxc3 7.DGh4 8.DGc2 9.Kxf3 10.Ke4 11.Kd4 12.DGb1 13.Kc4 14.DGcxb5 

15.Kb3 16.DGe2 17.Kb2 18.DGa2 19.Ka1 Kc2# One of the most complex series-movers with 

set-play I ever saw. The final position of the black pieces is a mirrored position of the diagram. 

Thirteen phases of black moves (a phase denotes a sequence of moves of the same piece) in 

such a light position: A fantastic achievement. 
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W________w 
[Q dn dwdwI] 
[0wdw0p1 w] 
[piwdwdwd] 
[0w$Q dwdQ] 
[q dRdw! wd] 
[dwgwdwdN ] 
[w1 Pdbdwd] 
[drdwh wdn ] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Juraj Lörinc 

#2                         (9+15) 
nN N’s, qQ Locusts 

W________w 
[wdq dwdwd] 
[g wdwdwdw] 
[r iwdw4 w1 ] 
[dwdwIw0w] 
[q dwdwdwd] 
[dwdwg wdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw1 w] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Krasimir Gandev 

h#2       2 sols.    (1+4+6) 
b  Bishop-Lions 
r Rook-Lions, q Locusts 
 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwi ndwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdQ dQ dwd] 
[dwdpdwdw ] 
[wdwdqdwd ] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Jan Golha  

h#3½     2 sols.   (0+1+5) 
b) Se6c2, Circe Parrain 
Q G’s, q Locust 

Commendation - (Krasimir Gandev - F1002) 1.RLxf6 nBLxa7 2.nBLd4 nBLxf6#, 1.BLxe3 

nRLxa6 2.nRLe6 nRLxe3# A capture into the pin line prevents a switchback. The captures of 

the black pieces are thematical, but it is a pity that only RLa6 can try to escape from the 

thematic line (instead being captured), but not BLa7. 

Commendation - (Jan Golha - F1008) a) 1…nKd5 2.nGxe2 d4 [+nLOe3] 3.Sc5 nKxd4 

4.nGxe2 [+nPd2] dxe3 [+nGf3]#, 1…nGxe2 2.d2 [+nLOe1] d4 3.Sc7 nLO[xe2]e3 

4.nLO[xe4]e5 [+nGe4] dxe5 [+nGf5]#, b) 1…d4 2.nLO[xc4]b5 nKe7 [+nGd5] 3.nKd6 nKc5+ 

4.Sxd4 nGxb5 [+nPb4]#, 1…dxc4 2.nKc6 [+nGb4] nLO[xe4]e5 3.Sa3 [+nGc5] nKd5+ 4.Sxc4 

nGxe5 [+nPe4]# Two pairs of echoes, very nicely constructed. An entertaining use of the fairy 

elements. 

  

     Judging 110 fairies is a monumental task. Our sincere thanks to Hans Gruber, whose 

expertise in this field is tremendous. In the future we hope to divide the field into more 

manageable entities. Please send claims of anticipations to Petko by April  1, 2012. 

Four of a Kind 
by Robert Lincoln 

  

The BP 1-2 “trick” is a staple for miniaturists.  However, it rarely occurs when the BK is 

situated in an utmost corner with that BP on neighboring file.  No.1 is an basic example which 

gets by minus WQ.  A headlong plunge, 1.Ba4! (zz), quickly annihilates 1…b6  2.Bxc6# or 

1…b5  2.Ra7#.     

W________w 
[kdKdwdwd] 
[dp$wdwdw] 
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dBdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[)pdwdwdR] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw!wdKd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dpdNdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwGwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dwgwdw!w] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w!wdwdwd] 
[)wdwdwdw] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

N1 A. Olanik 
Magadansky pravda ‘97 

N2 R. Smock 
The Problemist 1975 

N3 R. Lincoln 
The Problemist 1990 

N4 R. Lincoln 
Original 

#2                           (4+3) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (3+3) 

Despite an unconventional key, No.2 counts as an artistic success.  Primed play is scored  as 

1…b6  2.Qd8# and 1…b5  2.Qd5#.  A reckless 1.Rh8+? would collect 1…Ka7  2.Qxa5#, but 

1…Qd8!  Instead, 1.Qxa5! (2.Rh8#) switches the moves of that virtual stab (try and mate) for 

(spoof threat and key).  Further, those sets are “reciprocally changed” upon 1…b6  2.Qd5# and 

1…b5  2.Qd8#.      
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Commendation - (Kohey Yamada - F0943) a) 1.c8pR Ke2 2.pRe8 f1pS 3.Kd1+ pSe3#, b) 

1.c8pQ f1pB 2.pQg4 Kb4 3.Kb3+ pBc4# A nice AUW Wenigsteiner with strategic elements. 

Commendation - (Mario Parrinello - F0944) a) 1.LEd2 TRb6 2.Kd3 TRb3 3.Qg5+ 

ND[xg5]h6#, b) 1.LEb6 NDd2 2.Kc5 NDb4 3.Qg6+ TR[xg6]h6# The WLE both guards the 

future WQ square and enables the WK to enter a square—the pin is used in the mate. Black 

creates a battery in two moves. The correspondence of the squares entered in the first white and 

black moves is a visual effect rather than a functional one. Thus the first two black moves are 

not too exciting. 

Commendation - (Eric Huber - F0949) 1.Kxc4-c8 [nRd5] Kxe3-b6 [nBf3] 2.nRf5 nRxf3-a8 

[nBf5]#, 1.Kxc4-h4 [nRd5] Kxe3-f4 [nBf3] 2.nBh1 nBxd5-d8 [nRh1]# This combination of 

conditions leads to good progress compared to similar problems from the 1970’s which used the 

Circe condition to mate with two neutral pieces. 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdKdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w1 wdwdwd] 
[dwdb iwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdq dwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Eric Huber 

hs#3½                  (1+1+3) 
b) nBd3e5 PWC  
Take & Make, q Locust 

W________w 
[w4wdwdwd] 
[dPdrgq)w] 
[w)p0PhPd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[iwdwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Gyorgy Bakcsi & 
Zoltan Laborczy 

ser.=11    Circe      (7+9) 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[BHQ dQdwg ] 
[Iwdwdwdr ] 
[P)wiwdwd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[w)wdwdn d] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Petko A. Petkov, in mem.  
of my mother Danka 

hs#3     b) WSb6      (9+5) 
nN NAOs, b VAO,  
r PAO, Q LEO 

W________w 
[wdwdwiwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdwdw)Pd] 
[dw)RdPdw] 
[wdrgKhBd] 
[dwdndr)P] 
[wdwdwdbd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

Commendation 
Mario Parrinello  

hs#4  b) Pg6e6  (10+7) 

Commendation - (Eric Huber - F0953) a) 1…nLO[xd3]d4-g7 [nBd1] 2.nBf3 Kxf3-c6 [nBe3] 

3.nBd4 nLO[xd4]e4-b1 [nBb4] 4.nLO[xb4]b5-a6 [nBb1]+ Kc5#, b) 1…nBd6 2.nLO[xd6]e7-f8 

[nBb4] nBd6 3.nLO[xd6]d7-a4 [nBd1] nBc2 4.nLO[xc2]d1-e2 [nBa4]+ Kd4# Elegant 

horizontal-vertical echo mates with play all over the board. Many PWC & T & M captures 

demonstrate that the NB is the fuel of the Locusts’ engine. 

Commendation - (Gyorgy Bakcsi & Zoltan Laborczi - F0965) 1.exd7 [Ra8] 2.bxa8B 3.Bxc6 

[Pc7] 4.bxc7 5.cxb8B [Rh8] 6.gxh8B 7.Bxf6 8.Bxd6 9.d8B 10.gxf7 11.f8B = A quite brutal 

solution, but the result is entertaining with the surprising stalemate position after five 

promotions to WB. 

Commendation - (Petko A. Petkov - F0972) a) 1.LEc3 VAe3+ 2.VAc4 VAd2+ 3.Qe3+ Kd5#, 

b) 1.LEc7 VAg5+ 2.VAb5 VAd8+ 3.Qd5+ Ke3# Creation of anti-batteries and mates with four 

pinned white pieces. The rather passive role of WNA in a) (block and cook prevention) is to be 

deplored. Black’s first checking moves are particularly fine, because they serve the purpose of 

giving the WVA access to its square. Unfortunately, in b) the BVA can reach its destiny only 

via g5, so the Zweckreinheit is only present in a), in which 1.VAd2 would be possible. 

Commendation - (Mario Parrinello - F0988) a) 1.Rd7 Rxg3+ 2.Bf3 Bh1 3.Bg2 Rxg2 4.g7+ 

Rxg7#, b) 1.Bh5 Bxc5+ 2.Rd4 Ra4 3.Rb4 Bxb4 4.e7+ Bxe7# The whole black battery is moved 

along the battery line, nicely supported by a white piece moving twice on(to) the same line. The 

ODT is fine, but the first white move is a bit colorless. 

Commendation - (Juraj Lörinc - F0997) 1.LOf4[xf7]f8? [2.LOf8[xc8]b8#] Ncf2!; 

1.LOd5[xf7]g8! [2.LOg8[xc8]b8#] One WLO leaves the half-battery, so that the other one can 

capture the black defending piece. In the try LOd5 has to work hard, in the solution LOf4 is 

busy. Changed mates occur after 1..Nf5/Nxc5/Nf3/Bxc4/Be5/Ne4/Nd6+/LO[xc2]d2/ 

LO[xc4]d4. The difference is created by 1…Ncf2, which defeats the try, but is answered by 

2.LO[xf2]f1# in the solution. A large number of changed mates, but rather technical. 
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R1 1.Sxb5? (2.Sbc3#), 1…Rc4 2.Bxd5#, 1…Rd4!, 1.Sxd5!? { 2.Sec3# (Sdc3?)}, 1…Rc4 

2.Sdc3#, 1…Bxd5+ 2.Bxd5#, 1…b4!, 1.Rde6? (2.Rxe5#), 1…Sc4 2.Bxd5#, 1…Sd3!; 1.Rxd5! 

{ 2.Rexe5# (Rdxe5?)}, 1…Sc4 2.Rdxe5#, 1…Bxd5+/Sd3/Bf4/ Bxf6/Se6 

2.Bxd5/cxd3/Sc3/Qg4/fxe6# 

R2 1.Qxc7? (2.Qxe5#), 1…Bg3 2.Sxg5#, 1…Sxc7 2.Sd6#, 1…Sd7!, 1.Qxc5!? { 2.Qe3# 

(Qxe5?)}, 1…Rb3 2.Qxe5#, 1…Rxc5 2.Sxc5#, 1…hxg4!; 1.Qxg5! {2.Re3# (Qxe5,Qe3?)}, 

1…Bf2 2.Qxe5#, 1…Bg3 2.Qe3#, (1…Bxg5 2.Sxg5#, 1…Rb3 2.Sxc5#) 

R3 1.Be5? (2.Be6#[A]), 1…c5/Rxe5 2.Rg1[B]/Sxe5#, 1…Qa7!; 1.Sd4! (2.Rg1#[B]), 

1…c5/Qxd4 2.Be6[A]/Rxd4#. Le Grand Theme. 

R4 1.Qw5? (2.Sxc7#), 1…d5 2.Sf8#, 1…dxe6 2.Qxe6#, 1…d6!, 1.Re4? (2.Sxc7#), 1…dxe6 

2.Rxe6#, 1…d6 2.Sf8#, 1…d5!; 1.Sf8! (2.Sg6#), 1…d6 2.Re4#, 1…d5 2.Qe5# 

W________w 
[wdwdwgKd] 
[Hwdwdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[GwdR0wdQ] 
[ndkdwdb$] 
[dw0p)wdw] 
[qdPdwhwd] 
[dwdwHwdB] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw4wdrd] 
[dpdwdwdw] 
[q)wdQdpd] 
[0wdw)wHp] 
[wdPdw$wd] 
[$w0kGwdw] 
[wdw0w)Kd] 
[dwdBdwgw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdw1wdwd] 
[dwdwdpdQ] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdp)Ndwd] 
[GwHRdPdw] 
[KdkdB0wd] 
[dwdwgrdw] 
w--------w 

R5 Anatoly Slesarenko 
1st Place 
Moscow Champion. ‘10 

#2*ÕÕ                  (10+10) 

R6 Viktor Chepizhny 
1st Prize 
Zadachi i etyudi 2009 

#2ÕÕÕ                (11+11) 

R7 Jacques Savournin 
1st Prize 
Probleemblad 2001 

#2*ÕÕ                    (9+7) 

W________w 
[wdwdkdwd] 
[dwdpdNdr] 
[q0RGwdw)] 
[dBdwHwdw] 
[r)wdwdPd] 
[0wdP$wdw] 
[wdwdwdw!] 
[Iwdwdbdw] 
w--------w 

R8 Vasyl Dyachuk 
1st Prize 
Probleemblad 2006 

#2ÕÕÕ                  (12+8) 

R5 1…e4 2.Rd4#, 1.Qf7? (2.Rxe5/Rb5#), 1…Sc5 2.Rd4#, 1…e4 2.Rf5#, 1…Se4!, 1.Rxe5? 

(2.Qf7#), 1…Sc5 2.Bd5#, 1…Se4 2.Rxe4#, 1…bxa5!; 1.Rb5! (2.Qf7/Bd5#), 1…Sc5 2.Rb4#, 

1…e4 2.Qd5#, 1…Se4 2.cxd3# Eight mates after three defenses with Dombrovskis effect (with 

2.Bd5). The second refutation seems too rough. 

R6 1.Bc5? (2.Qh3/Rf3#) Bxf2!, 1.Qh3? (2.Bxc5#), 1…Bxf2 2.Bxf2#, 1…Rd4 2.Rxd4#, 

1…Bh2!, 1.Rf3? (2.Bc5#), 1…Rd5 2.Qxd5#, 1…Rd4 2.Bxd4#, 1…Rgf8!; 1.Bd4! (2.Rxc3#), 

1…Qxc4 2.Qh3#, 1…Rxd4 2.Rf3# 

R7 1…Bd2/Bxc3/cxd3 2.Rxd2/Rxc3/Bd1#, 1.Re3?[A] (2.Bd1#), 1…Bd2[a]/Bxc3[b] 

2.Sf6[C]/Rxc3#[D], 1…Qxd4!, 1.Rd1?[B] (2.Rc1#), 1…Bd2[a]/Bxc3[b] 2.Rxe2[E]/Sf6#[C], 

1…Qg5!; 1.Sf6![C] (2.Bd1#), 1…Bd2[a]/Bxc3[b]/cxd3 2.Re3[A]/rd1[B]/Qxd3# A double 

Salazar combined with a Zagoruiko 3x2. Excellent economy. 

R8 1.Qh5? (2.Sc4[A]/Sf3#[B]) Rxh6![c], 1.Qa2? (2.Sf3[B]/Sg6#[C]) Rxb4![a], 1.Qf2? 

(2.Sg6[C]/Sc4#[A])  Bg2![b] ; 1.Qf4! (2.Sc4[A]/Sf3[B]/Sg6#[C]), 1…Rxb4[a]/Bg2[b]/Rxh6[c] 

/Rxf7/Bxd3/Qxb5/dxc6  

W________w 
[Bdbdwdwd] 
[drdp0wdK] 
[Rdwdw)wd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[wdPdkdP0] 
[dw)NHw0P] 
[wdw)Pdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwg] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdw4wd] 
[dw0w!whw] 
[w0PdwdPd] 
[dPGkdP)w] 
[Rdw)wdn1] 
[dwIRdNdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdw4Bd] 
[dPdwdphw] 
[wIPiwdNd] 
[dn0p0w)p] 
[wdbgwdwd] 
[!wdwdwGw] 
[wdwdwHwd] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wgNdwHwd] 
[dPdwdPGp] 
[w0rdw)wd] 
[dwdwiwdw] 
[bdpdwdw0] 
[dwIwdQdw] 
[wdwdw)wd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R9 Alexander Feoktistov 
1st Prize 
Kuznetsov-MT 2009 

#3                         (12+8) 

R10 Viktor Chepizhny 
1st-2nd Prize 
Zadachi i etyudi 2008 

#3                         (12+9) 

R11 Evgeny Bourd 
1st Prize 
IRT 2005-2006 

#3*                       (10+11) 

R12 Yakov Vladimirov 
1st Place 
Moscow Champion. ‘10 

#3                           (9+8) 
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Some respectable tries attend No.3.  First comes 1.Qf2? (2.Qf8#) when 1…Bf4 sanctions 

2.Qa2#, but 1…b6!  1.Qh2? (2.Qh8, Qb8#) looks stronger, but 1…Bf4! then becomes available.  

1.Qf1! (2.Qf8#) defeats all comers:  1…Bf4  2.Qa1#, 1…b6  2.Qa6#, and 1…b5  2.Qf3#.   

     I have recently been experimenting with the pattern associated with No.4.  The concept is 

quite similar to “Fleck” separation where all Black moves reduce multi-threats to singles.  Here, 

one Black reply (and only one) permits each threat to function.  An ugly, albeit effective 1.Kc7! 

(2.Qxb7, Qa4, Qa5#), introduces 1…Ka7 (everything works), 1…e1Q  2.Qxb7#, 1…b6  

2.Qa4#, and 1…b5  2.Qa5#.  This exercise is called the “Kuzhaev theme.”       

Milan Vukcevich 75 th  Jubilee Tourney  
  

To celebrate  Milanõs 75 th  birthday,  StrateGems  is announcing  a jubilee  tourney  

in  the  following  sections : 

     - Section  A, Twomovers,  Judge : Vasyl  Dyachuk  

     - Section  B,  Threemovers,  Judge : Robert  Burger  

     - Section  C, Moremovers,  Judge : Richard  Becker  

     - Section  D,  Helpmates,  Judge : Dan  Meinking  

     - Section  E, Selfmates,  Judge : Petko  A. Petkov  

     The theme  for  the  tourney  is free.  

     Tourney  director  is  Mike  Prcic . Due  date  is December  31 , 2012 . Please send  

your  entries  by email  only  to : Tuzlak@aol .com. 

     Prizes in  books  and  free subscriptions  will  be given  to  all  prize  winners . An 

electronic  version  (PDF) of StrateGems,  with  the  tourney  results,  will  be 

emailed  to  all  tourney  participants . 

  

PLEASE  REPRINT  in  your  magazine . 

Recent Tourney Winners  
by Mike Prcic 

  

 Comments and solutions are from the magazines which originally 

published the awards. 

nN nN 

W________w 
[Bdwdwdwd] 
[dwHw$Khw] 
[wGw$w)Q0] 
[dpdp0Pgw] 
[rdwdkdw0] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[bhP0NdPd] 
[dwdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwInhwd] 
[dp0w!Ndw] 
[Ndwdpdpd] 
[dr0w0w0p] 
[wdPdkdPg] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwGRdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdBdK] 
[w1pGw$wd] 
[drdwdw0p] 
[wdwdwdk4] 
[dwdwdNdp] 
[wdwdwdw)] 
[dwdRdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdngwdKd] 
[4RhpiBdw] 
[pdwdNdw0] 
[dw)wdwdw] 
[wdw!wdRd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R1 Marjan Kovačević 
1st Prize 
H.O.W-JT 2009-2010 

#2ÕÕÕ              (12+14) 

R2 John Rice 
1st Prize 
Zadachi i etyudi 2008 

#2ÕÕ                   (9+13) 

R3 Andreas Witt 
1st Prize 
Die Schwalbe 2008(v) 

#2Õ                        (7+9) 

R4 V. Pilchenko 
1st-2nd Prize 
Moscow Konkurs 2010 

#2ÕÕ                       (7+8) 
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R17 1.Qh5+! Kg8 2.Qh7+/i Kf7 3.Qg6+ Kg8 4.Rh8+ Kxh8 5.Qh5+ Kg8/ii  6.Kg6 Se5+ 7.fxe5 

Rxg4+ 8.Bxg4 Be4+ 9.dxe4 Qh3/iii  10.Qh8+/iv Qxh8 11.Bxe6 mate. i) 2.Kg6? is a thematic 

try: Se5 3.fxe5 Rg4+ 4.Bxg4 Be4+ 5.dxe4 Qxg4+ 6.Qxg4 stalemate. ii)  “We now have the 

starting position but without wRh1.” iii)  "And now there is no stalemate after: Qxg4+ 

10.Qxg4." iv) 10.Bxe6? Qxe6+ wins. 10.Bf3? Qg2+ 11.Qg4 Qh3 drawn. "Lively play is tidied 

up with a beautiful checkmate. Black's defence hinges on stalemate, which White has to 

counter with a sacrifice on two occasions, both on the h8 square. One might say that the 

solution is too forcing, but there is no doubt that chess-lovers will  applaud." (Judge: Pauli 

Perkonoja)  

R18 1.Bc7+ Kh4 2.g7/i Re8/ii  3.e3 h2 4.Bxh2 Rc8 5.Ra1 Rxh2/iii  6.h7 Kg3 7.h8R/iv Rcxh8 

8.gxh8R/v Rxh8 9.a8B/vi Rxa8 10.a7 Rh8/vii  11.a8B/viii  wins. i) 2.exd3? Kxg5 3.g7 Kxh6 

4.Be5 h2 5.Bxh2 g3, or 2.h7? Rxe2+ 3.Kf1 Rae8 4.Ra1 Rf8+ draw. ii)  Keeps the Pawn alive. 

The capture leaves no chances: Rxe2+? 3.Kf1 Rae8/ix 4.Ra1 h2 (g3; Ra4+) 5.Bxh2 g3 6.a8Q 

Rxa8 7.h7 wins, or Rxa7 3.Bf4 Rxe2+ 4.Kd1 Re8 5.Kc1 wins. iii)  Re2+ 6.Kf1 Rxh2 7.h7 Kg3 

8.h8R ~+ 9.gxf8B (gxf8S) wins. iv) 7.h8Q? Rc1+ 8.Rxc1 Rh1+ 9.Qxh1 stalemate. v) 8.gxh8Q? 

Rh1+ 9.Qxh1 stalemate. vi) 9.a8Q? Rh1+ 10.Qxh1 stalemate. vii)  Kh2 11.g6 g3 12.g7 g2 

13.Kf2. viii)  11.a8Q? Rh1+ 12.Qxh1 stalemate. ix) h2 4.Bxh2 Rc8 5.Ra1 Rxh2 6.h7 Kg3 

7.h8Q Rcxh8 8.gxh8Q Rxh8 9.Kg1. "White promotes two Rooks and two Bishops in an almost 

classic setting. Clear and interesting play by both sides. Lommer (Le Temps 1934) achieved the 

same task, but the current study is a great artistic step forward." H. Lommer, Le Temps 

12vii1934: h1g3 0811.74  

a1e2b8g6h8.c7d7e7f7f3g2h7d2e3f2f4 12/7 Win: 1.f8B Rg5 2.e8B Rd5 3.d8R Rbxd8 4.cxd8R 

Rxd8 5.Bad7 Ra8 6.Rd1. (Judge: Gady Costeff) 

R19 1.Kb8/i Rxd3/ii  2.Bxc7 Rd6/iii  3.Rg3/iv Rb6+/v 4.Bxb6/vi Rf3/vii  5.Rg7/viii  Rg3 

6.Rd7/ix Rg7/x 7.Rxg7 b1Q 8.Bd8 (Bc5 Qh7;) Qh7 9.Re7/xii  Qf7 10.f5 Qxf5 11.Ra7 mate. i) 

Threatening 2.Bg6+. But not 1.Bxc7? Rc2. ii)  Weak is Rc1 2.Rg6+ c6 3.Rg7. iii)  Rfd2 3.Rg6+ 

Rd6 4.Bxd6  b1Q 5.Rf6/xiii  Qf5 6.Rxf5 Rxd6 7.Rf8 Kb6 8.f5 Kc6 9.Rc8+ Kb6 (Kd7; Rc5) 

10.Re8 Kc6 11.Re6 wins. iv) 3.Bxd6? b1Q 4.Rg7 Rh2 leads to nothing. v) b1S 4.Bxd6 Kb6 

5.Bc5+ or Rh2 5.Bf8. vi) 4.Ka8? b1S 5.Bxb6 Kxb6 6.Kb8 Kc6. 4.Kc8? Ka7 5.Ra3+ Ra6 

6.Bb8+ Kb6 7.Bc7+ Kc6 8.Rxa6+ Kd5. vii)  b1Q 5.Bc5 (Bd8), or Rg2 5.Rxg2 b1Q 6.Bd8/xiv 

Qc2 7.Rg1 Qb1 8.Rg7 Qh7 9.Re7 Qf7 10.f5. viii)  5.Rxf3? b1Q 6.Bc5 Qb2 7.Rh3 Qe5+ 8.fxe5 

stalemate, or 5.Rg6? b1Q 6.Rd6 Qxb4. ix) 6.Rxg3? b1Q 7.Bd8 Qd3. x) Rg8+ 7.Bd8 Rxd8+ 

8.Rxd8 b1Q 9.Rd6 mate. xii)  9.Rxh7? stalemate, or 9.Rc7? Qd7 10.Be7 Qe8+. xiii)  5.Rh6? 

Rg2 6.f5 Qg1 7.Bc5+ Rg6 8.Rxg6+ Qxg6 9.fxg6 stalemate, avoiding Qxf5? 7.Bg3+ Qg6 

8.Rxg6 mate. xiv) Not 6.Bc5? Qc2 7.Rg1 Qb1 8.Rg7 Qh7. "Spectacular sacrifices of both black 

Rooks preparing stalemate defence play involving the new bQ. But White plays precisely and 

Black ends up in zugzwang. Nicely worked-out focus theme". (Judge: Mario Matouš) 

R20  l.Sxd4/i Rxf7/ii  2.e4+ Kd6 3.e5+/iii  Kd5/iv 4.c4+/v Kxd4 (Kxc4; Sxc6) 5.Bb2+ Kxc4 

6.d3+ Kd5 7.Bb3+ c4 8.Bxc4+ Kc5 9.Bxf7 Bc7+ 10.Ka6 and now: Bb5+ 11.Kb7 Bxe5 12.d4+ 

Bxd4 13.Ba3 mate, or: Bxe5 11.d4+ (Bxe5? Bb5+;) Bxd4 12.Ba3+ mate. i) 1.Sg5? dxc3 2.e4+ 

Ke5 3.Bxc5 cxd2 4.f8Q Rxf8 5.Bxf8 Bxe4 6.Sxe4 d1Q 7.Bg7+ Kf4 (Kf5) 8.Bxd1 Kxe4 draws. 

ii)  Bc7+ 2.Ka6 Rxf7 3.e4+ Kd6 4.Sxc6 Kxc6 5.Ba4+ Kd6 6.d4 lead to a won ending. cxd4 

2.Bb3+ Ke4 3.d3+ Ke5 4.cxd4+ Kxd4 5.e3+ Kxe3 6.Bc1+ Kxd3 7.Bxf4 and White promotes. 

iii)  White tries to separate the bK from his Bishop. 3.Sxc6? Kxc6 4.Ba4+ Kd6 5.d4 Rc7 

6.Kb5/vi Ba7 7.Bd1 Rb7+ 8.Kc4 Rg7 9.e5+ Ke6 10.Bxc5 Rc7 11.Bg4+ Kf7 12.Kd5 Bxc5 

13.dxc5 Ke7 14.c6 Kd8 15.Bd7 Ra7 16.Kd6 Rxd7+ 17.cxd7 stalemate. iv) Kc7 4.Bxc5 Be8 

5.Bg6. v) 4.Bb3+? c4 5.Bxc4+ Kxc4 6.Sxc6 Bc7+ 7.Ka6 Kd5 8.Kb5 Bxe5 9.c4+ Ke4 10.d3+ 

Kf5 11.d4 Bg3 with a drawish ending. vi) 6.Bxc5+ Rxc5+, or 6.dxc5+ Ke5 7.Bc2 Rb7. "The 

climax of dynamic play shows two mating pictures with four Bishops". "Apart from the 

position of the wK, the diagram seems pretty game-like". "A unique achievement". (Judge: 

Ward Stoffelen and AJR) 
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R9 1.Rd6! (2.fxe7 & 3.e8Q#), 1…exd6 2.Sf5! (2.Sd1? d5!) ~ Sxd6#, 1…exf6 2.Sd5! (2.Sd1? 

f5!) ~ 3.Sxf6#, 1…e6 2.Sg2! (2.Sd1? e5!) zz e5 3.Sxc5#, 1…e5 2.Sd1! (2.Sg2? stalemate) g2 

3.S1f2# Pickaninny. 

R10 1.Ba1! (2.Qc3+ (Qe3+?) bxc3 3.dxc3#; 2…Ke2 3.d4#), 1…Qh7 2.Qe3+ (Qc3+?) Sxe3 

3.dxe3#, 1…Rxf3 2.Qe2+ (Qe4+?) Kxe2 3.d4#, 1…Sxf3 2.Qe4+ (Qe2+?) Kxe4 3.d3# Albino 

combined with multiple dual avoidance. 

R11 1…f6[a] 2.Se4+[A]  dxe4 3.Qxc5#, 1…f5[b] 2.Bxe5+[B] Bxe5 3.Qxc5#; 1.Qf3! (2.Qf6+ 

Se6 3.Qe7#), 1…f6[a] 2.Bxe5+[B] Bxe5 3.Se4#; 2…fxe5 3.Qxf8#, 1…f5[b] 2.Se4+[A]  dxe4 

3.Bxe5#; 2…fxe4 3.Qxf8#, (1…Se6/Se8/Sf5/Re8 2.Bxe5+/Qf5/Qxf5/Qxf7). Reciprocal 

changes combined with Keller paradox (The key abandons the move 3.Qxc5 which features in 

both set variations). 

R12 1.Bh6! (2.Qf4+ Kd5 3.Qd4#), 1…Rd6 2.Qe3+ Kd5 3.Se7#; 2…K~ 3.Qf4#, 1…Re6 

2.Qh5+ Kxf6 3.Sxh7#; 2…Ke4 3.f3#, 1…Rc5 2.Qf4+ Kd5 3.Se7#, 1…Rc7 2.Sxb6 ~ 3.Qf4#; 

2…Kd6 3.Qd5#, 1…Rxf6 2.Bg7! ~ 3.Bxf6#, 1…Rxc8 bxc8Q Kd6 3.Bf4# Three pairs of 

variations with self-blocks by the black Rook, distant self-blocks and the play by the white 

Bishop. 

W________w 
[ndwdBdnd] 
[dw0w0wdw] 
[wdPdPdw0] 
[dR)w)Rdw] 
[pdPiPdpd] 
[HpdwdpHw] 
[wdwIwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wgrdN$nd] 
[dQdpdw0w] 
[Ndwdwdbd] 
[0wdr0wdw] 
[wdp)kdPd] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[w0wdwdPd] 
[dKdwdBGw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwHwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdBdwd] 
[dKdphw0p] 
[wdwiwdwd] 
[dwdwdwhw] 
[w)wgPdNd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwi] 
[dw0pdKdp] 
[wdwdpdw0] 
[dpdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[0wdwdwdw] 
[ndwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
w--------w 

R13 G. Popov 
1st Place 
Moscow Champion. ‘10 

#6                       (12+10) 

R14 A. Kuzovkov 
1st Prize 
Shahmatnaya Comp. ‘10 

#4                       (11+12) 

R15 Nikola Mojsovski 
1st Prize 
Springaren 2005-06 

#14                          (6+7) 

R16 Ingemar Lind 
Prize 
Springaren 2009 

#8                         (2+10) 

R13 1.Bh5! (zz), 1…b2 2.Sc2+ Kxc4 3.Sa3+ Kd4 4.Rb4+ Kxc5 5.Rb5+ Kxc6 6.Be8# 

(switchback), 1…f2 2.Se2+ Kxe4 3.Sg3+ Kd4 4.Rf4+ Kxe5 5.Rf5+ Kxe6 6.Bf7#; 5…Kd4 

6.Rd5# Two symmetrical variations. 

R14 1.Rf2! (2.Re2+ Kd3 3.Qxb2), 1…Kxd4+ 2.Rc2+! (Rf5+?) Ke4 3.Sac7+ Rxc7/Bxc7 

4.Sd6/Rxc4#, 1…Ke3+ 2.Rf5+! (Rc2+?) Ke4 3.Sac7! Rxc7/Bxc7 4.Rxe5/Sc5# Dual avoidance, 

cross-checks and Novotny. 

R15 1.Bf5! (2.Se6#) Sxf5 2.Se6+ Ke4 3.Sc5+ Kd4 4.Sb3+ Ke4 5.Sxd2+ Kd4 6.Sb3+ Ke4 

7.Sc5+ Kd4 8.Se6+ Ke4 9.Sxg5+ Kd4 10.Se6+ Ke4 11.Sc5+ Kd4 12.e3+ Sxe3 13.Sh4 (zz) and 

after any of bS moves, wS mates.  

R16 1.Rd1? Sb4! 2.Rxd7 Sc6 3.Rxc7 Se5+!, 1.Rb1 c6/b4 2.Rd1!, 1…Sc3!; 1.Rh3! (2.Rxa3) b4 

2.Rd3 d6 3.Re3 e5 (3.Rf3? Sc1! 4.Rf6 Sd3! 5.Re6 Se5+!) 4.Rf3 Sc3 5.Rf6 Sd5 6.Rxe6 Sf6/Se7 

7.Kf6/Rxe7 8.Re8# 

W________w 
[wdwdwgw!] 
[dwdw0k0w] 
[wdndpdwd] 
[dwdbdwIw] 
[rdwdw)Pd] 
[dw0Pdw1w] 
[wdPdBdwd] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[rdwdwdwd] 
[)wdwdwdw] 
[PGwdwdP)] 
[dwdwdw)w] 
[Rdwdwdpd] 
[dwdpdwip] 
[wdw)Pdrd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdKdwdwd] 
[dw0wdwdw] 
[kdwdwdwd] 
[Gpdwdw$w] 
[w)wdw)wd] 
[dwdPdwdw] 
[w0wdw4wd] 
[dwdrdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wgwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdPdw] 
[wdbdwdwd] 
[Iw0kdwdw] 
[wdw0w4wd] 
[Gw)wdNdw] 
[wdB)Pdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R17 Nikolay Ryabinin 
1st Prize 
Zadachy i Etyudy 2006 

Win                       (8+10) 

R18 S. Didukh &  
M. Croitor, 1st Prize 
Tel-Aviv-100AT 2009 

Win                       (10+6) 

R19 Günter Amann 
1st Prize 
Mario Matouš-60JT 2008 

Win                         (6+6) 

R20 Martin van Essen 
1st Prize 
Stoffelen-70JT 2008 

Win                         (8+6) 
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W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[w0wHbdqd] 
[dpdw0r0w] 
[w0wHw0wd] 
[dwdk4pdK] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdndwIwd] 
[dwdwdwdb] 
[wdw0w0wd] 
[dwdw0wdw] 
[wdpdwdpd] 
[4wdPHPdw] 
[wdwgkdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[qdwdwdwd] 
[db4pdwdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dp0wdPdw] 
[w0wiPGwd] 
[dwdwdwgw] 
[P)RdwHwd] 
[dw4wdndK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdKd] 
[dBdwdwhw] 
[wdq0wdwd] 
[dphwdw0w] 
[wdwdkdr$] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R29 Viktor Chepizhny 
1st Prize 
Moscow Konkurs 2010 

h#3   b) Pe5e4  (3+12) 

R30 A. Semenenko 
1st Prize 
Moscow Konkurs 2010 

h#4                       (4+10) 
b/c) Pc4e6/f5 

R31 A. Stepochkin 
1st Prize 
Shahmatnaya Comp. ‘10 

h#2        4 sols.     (8+12) 

R32 A. Pankratiev 
1st Prize 
Shahmatnaya Comp. ‘10 

h#3        2 sols.      (3+9) 

StrateGems Books Library 
  

The following books are available from our library.  All  payments must be in US Dollars in 

checks drawn on US banks. Cash in the mail is accepted at sender’s risk. Money orders and 

international money orders are also acceptable. Sorry, no credit cards. To order send payment 

to: Mike Prcic, 2613 Northshore Lane, Westlake Village, CA 91361, USA. 

     The price of mailing in USA is included. Add an additional $6.00 for shipments outside of 

USA. All  shipments are airmail. 

  

Chess by Milan, by Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich 

150 pages, 216 compositions covering the period till  1981. Two compositions per page fully  

commented. English. $20.00 

Petkov – Selected Compositions, by Mike Prcic 

205 pages, 550 compositions, three diagrams per page fully commented. English.  $20.00  

Rundlauf in Helpmates, by Mike Prcic 

90 pages, 329 diagrams. Comprehensive study of circling (Rundlauf) in helpmates. English. 

Second Edition. $20.00 

My Chess Compositions, by Milan R. Vukcevich 

164 pages, 300 diagrams. Milan’s second book, covering the period from 1980-2003. English. 

$30.00. (Only 3 copies left.) 

Chess Compositions of Frederick GAMAGE, by Mike Prcic 

200 pages, 306 diagrams, 70 original compositions with additional historical data including 

correspondence with A. White and other composers. English. $20.00  

Julius Buchwald Selected Compositions, by Mike Prcic 

180 pages, 265 diagrams with biographical data and many scanned documents from 

Buchwald’s personal collection. English. $20.00 

World Composing Championship for Individuals (WCCI) 2001-2004 Complete results 

with score tables and best four compositions by top three winners. Forty-eight pages, soft bind. 

English. $5.00 

The Art of Composing Selfmates, by Petko A. Petkov 

240 pages, 300 diagrams, Petko reveals his secrets of composing selfmates which includes his 

PAPS method and his favorite themes. Included are photos and biographies of best selfmate 

composers. English. $30.00 

Viktor Chepizhny, by Mike Prcic. 250 pages, 600 composer selected diagrams in all genres 

and in thematic groups. Extensive biography with many photos. English. $30.00  

The Wizard from Sarajevo, by Mike Prcic. Over 300 selected compositions by Fadil 

Abdurahmanović. Extensive biography with many photos. English. $30.00 
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W________w 
[bgwdwdwd] 
[4r0Pdwdw] 
[pHKdwdwG] 
[0Q)wdwdw] 
[w$wdwdwd] 
[dRdwdwdw] 
[BdkdwHwd] 
[hwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[Qdwdwdwd] 
[dwGpdwdB] 
[wdwHwdwd] 
[$wdNiPdw] 
[wdpdwdpd] 
[dw)w0w0w] 
[pdwdPdPd] 
[4bdwdndK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[R!wdw$wd] 
[dwdkdwdP] 
[Pdndpdwd] 
[0wdPdPdw] 
[BdwdwdwG] 
[dwdwIpdp] 
[wdNHw)w)] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wHQdwdwd] 
[Gw)wdwdw] 
[pdRdw0wd] 
[dkdw0Rdw] 
[pdwdwdwd] 
[4NIwdwdw] 
w--------w 

R21 Yosi Retter 
1st Prize 
IRT 2008 

s#3                       (10+9) 

R22 Yakov Vladimirov 
1st Place 
Moscow Champion. ‘10 

s#5                      (11+10) 

R23 V.Kopyl &  
G.Koziura, 1st-2nd Prize 
Voronez Konkurs 2010 

s#6                        (14+6) 

R24 I. Agapov 
1st Prize 
Moscow Konkurs 2010 

s#3   b) Pc5d5    (8+6) 

R21 1.Sa4! (zz) Sxb3 2.Qe2+ Sd2 3.Rb1 R~#, 1…axb4 2.Rc3+ bxc3 3.Qb1+ Rxb1#, 1…axb5 

2.Rc4+ bxc4 3.Rb2+ Rxb2# 

R22 1.Qd8! (zz), 1…B~ 2…Sxe3+ Kf4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Sc4+ Ke4 5.Sxd2+ Sxd2#, 1…S~ 

2.Sxc4+ Ke4 3.Sd6+ Ke5 4.Sb4+ Kf4 5.Sxd3+ Bxd3#, 1…Bxf5!? 2.Sf4+ Kxf4 3.Sxf5+ Ke4 

4.Qg5 ~ 5.Qxe3+ Sxe3#, (1…Bxe4 2.Sxe4 Kxe4 3.Qg5) Black masked battery combined with a 

play of two white batteries in a known setup. 

R23 1.h8S! (zz), 1…exd5 2.Kd3 d4 3.Bb5 a4 4.Qa7+ Kd6 5.Sf7+ Kd5 6.Sb4+ Sxb4#, 1…e5 

2.d6 e4 3.Qb6 Kxd6 4.Rad8+ Ke5 5.Qa5+ Sxa5 6.Sc4+ Sxc4#, 1…exf5 2.Kxf3 f4 3.Qb6 Kd6 

4.Rfd8+ Ke5 5.Qc7+ Kf5 6.Sd4+ Sxd4# 

R24 a) 1.Qd5! (zz), 1…axb1B 2.Rd4+ Ka3 3.Rd3+ Bxd3#, 1…axb1S 2.Rc2+ Ka3 3.Qd3+ 

Sc3#, 1…a3 2.Qd2 (zz) axb1B/axb1S 3.Qc2+/Rc3+ Bxc2/Sxc3#, b) 1.Rd4! (zz), 1…axb1B 

2.Qc4+ Ka3 3.Rd3+ Bxd3#, 1…axb1S 2.Rd3+ Ka2 3.Qxa4+ Sa3#, 1…a3 2.Rd2 (zz) 

axb1B/axb1S 3.Qc2+/Qc3+ Bxc2/Sxc3# 

W________w 
[bdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdpdw)w4] 
[dwdwdwdR] 
[wdk)Ndwg] 
[)w0wdw0w] 
[wdwdpdwd] 
[4BdwdwhK] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdw0wdwd] 
[dwdkdwdw] 
[Rhwdwhb4] 
[dPdwdPgw] 
[wdwdw4wd] 
[dwdwIwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdb] 
[wdPdwdBd] 
[drhpgw4w] 
[wHkHwdpd] 
[)w1wdwdw] 
[w0wdwdwd] 
[dKdwdwdw] 
w--------w 

W________w 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw] 
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdpdwIw] 
[n1Rdwdwd] 
[4wdk0wdw] 
[p)rdw0wd] 
[dwdNgwdw] 
w--------w 

R25 Michal Dragoun 
1st Prize 
Problem Paradise 2007 

h#2        3 sols.     (7+10) 

R26 Chris Feather 
1st Prize 
Problem Paradise 2007 

h#3½*                      (4+8) 

R27 A. Semenenko 
1st Place 
Moscow Champion. ‘10 

h#2                        (6+10) 
b/c) Pa3e3/a4 

R28 Mikhail Marandyuk 
1st Prize 
Moscow Konkurs 2010 

h#2                        (4+10) 
b) Rc2d4, c) Rc4f1 

R25 1.Sf3 Rb5 2.Sxd4 Sd6#, 1.Bxf6 Sc5 2.Bxd4 Bd3#, 1.c5 Bc2 2.cxd4 Rc5# 

R26 1.Sc6 Rxf4 2.Be6 Rb4 3.Rd4 Rb5#, 1…Rxb4 2.Se6 Rxg4 3.Be5 Rc4 4.Re4+ fxe4# 

R27 a) 1.Bxd4 Be4 2.Rg6 Bxd5#, b) 1.Rxg6 Sd3 2.Rb4 Sxe5#, c) 1.Rxb4 Sb3 2.Bd4 Sa5# 

Cyclic Zilahi with a cycle of moves by black pieces 

R28 a) Qc3 bxc3 2.e2 Rd4#, b) 1.Rc3 Rxc3+ 2.Ke4 Rxe3#, c) 1.Bc3 Sxc3 2.Kd2 Rd1# Three 

sacrifices by black pieces on the same square ending in model mates. 

R29 a) 1.Rf6 S6f5 2.Ke4 S4xb5 3.Kxf5 Sd6#, b) 1.f2+ Sf3 2.Ke3 S6xb5 3.Kxf3 Sd4# Zilahi. 

R30 a) 1.Kxd3 Ke8 2.Kd4 Kd7 3.Rd3 Kc6 4.Bc3 Sc2#, b) 1.Kxe3 Kg7 2.Kf4 Kh6 3.Kf5 Kh5 

4.Bf4 fxg4#, c) 1.Kxf3 d4 2.Ke4 Sc4 3.Kd5 Sb6 4.Ke6 d5# Zilahi. 

R31 1.Rc6 Rxc5 2.Rc4 Rd5#, 1.Bc6 Bxd6 2.Be5 Bxc5#, 1.Rxc2 Be5+ 2.Kc4 b3#, 1.Bxf4 Rc4+ 

2.Ke5 Sg4# HOTF with Grimshaw in the first pair and Zilahi in the second. 

R32 1.Kd5 Ba6 2.Re4 Bxb5 3.Re5 Bc4#, 1.Kf4 Rh3 2.Qe4 Rxg3 3.Ke5 Rf3# Double unpinning 

by Black. 

 

 


